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Are the Guptas finally
being brought to book?
Alex Rose-Innes

THE United Arab Emirates (UAE) is
considering handing over two Gupta
brothers, wanted in South Africa
(SA) for allegedly masterminding
the looting of billions of dollars from
state entities with the help of former
president, Jacob Zuma.
Authorities from the two countries are discussing the extradition
of Rajesh and Atul Gupta following
their arrest in the UAE. The two men
were detained after Interpol in February placed them on its most wanted
list.
Their arrests are seen as the most
significant step yet in SA’s efforts to
hold to account businessmen and
officials accused of corruption during
Zuma’s nine-year rule, estimated to
have cost the country R500-billion. A
judicial inquiry spanning three years
into the “state capture” showed close
links between the Guptas and Jacob
Zuma.
While Zuma and the Guptas had
always denied allegations, numerous
witnesses had since spoken out on
working “hand-in-hand to siphon
money out of state transport, power
and arms companies.” These witnesses also alleged that the Guptas jointly
decided with Zuma who should be

appointed to SA’s cabinet.
Bloomberg, international news agency, reports that the arrests come a year
after the UAE ratified an extradition
treaty with SA after President Cyril
Ramaphosa’s administration first asked
Emirati authorities to extradite the two
brothers in 2018. The United States
(US) imposed restrictions ranging from
visa bans to asset freezes on them and
another brother, Ajay Gupta, in 2019.
The United Kingdom (UK) followed
suit last year.
The UAE is under pressure to do
more about tracking money entering
the country. The Financial Action Task
Force, a Paris-based organisation set up
by G7 countries to combat money laundering, put the UAE on its “grey list”
of jurisdictions not doing enough to
uncover illicit funds. SA has meanwhile
been warned that it will be included on
the list unless it tightens up its controls.
The Guptas first came under scrutiny in
2013 when it emerged that the family
were allowed to use a secure military
base to land a plane ferrying wedding
guests to a lavish event. They and their
allies were subsequently linked to the
plunder of funds from Eskom and
Transnet. As a result, both companies
continue to perform under par, affecting the country’s entire economic
situation.
The Guptas were also accused of
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playing a part in Zuma’s decision to
sack Nhlanhla Nene as his finance
minister and replace him with
PAGE 7
little-known politician Des Van
Rooyen, which caused the rand to
crash. Van Rooyen was removed
after four days following a public
outcry.
In 2016, then-Public Protector,
Thuli Madonsela, was asked to
probe the dealings between Zuma,
PAGE 12
the Gupta family and state-owned
entities. She produced a damning
355-page report -“State of Capture.” With Zuma still clinging to
power, a plethora of e-mails and
documents between the Guptas
and their associates were leaked
in 2017. The ANC forced Zuma to
quit in February 2018 to stem a loss
of electoral support and the Guptas
fled SA for Dubai.
SA authorities filed charges against
the brothers later that year in connection with a questionable tender
to undertake a feasibility survey on
a dairy project in the central Free
State ( with Ace Magashule), in
which a company they controlled
was paid R21-million. That case is
still before the courts.
*(Information: Zainab Fattah
and Ben Bartenstein, (c) 2022
The R500 billion money boys - Zuma and one of
Bloomberg LP and rewritten by
the Gupta brothers (Image: EWN)
Alex Rose-Innes.)
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Middelburg without water for 34 days
Municipalities across SA collapsing
Alex Rose-Innes

MUNICIPALITIES across the
country are in dire straits, with
not only Port Elizabeth (Gqeberha) and other towns across South
Africa (SA) having run out of water. Residents of the Steve Tshwete
Municipality (STM) in Mpumalanga (Middelburg),also reached
Day Zero – 34 days ago.
An article in a national Sunday
newspaper stated that the STM
was on the verge of collapsing as

basic services had come to a stop due
to continuous strikes by municipal
workers. These affected water supply,
refuse removal and sewage.
It was reported that when the water
in the town stopped flowing from the
taps, the STM simply parked a truck
with water in the area and people had
to walk kilometres to obtain drinking
water. Especially the Mineralia and
Groenkol areas were impacted. Apparently a burst pipe led to residents
of these areas having to bath in small
buckets for the last 24 days. There had

been no tap water in homes since 21
May.
Images of water shortage in the town
show a drizzle of thick brown sludge
dripping from the taps. Even international CNN news agency had published
images on its websites. The water
supplied by the water truck parked at
a shopping centre is apparently only to
clean with and not safe for drinking.
On the Municipality’s Facebook page,
a message asks for patience and states
that the situation was being attended to.

news@newshorn.co.za

Hennie Niemann, a Democratic Alliance (DA) councillor in the area told
News24 the breakdown of services
was directly related to the changing
demands of the municipal workers.

An anonymous source was recently quoted “if your
taps dry up, pray you do not live in an ANC-run
municipality.”
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Mpu SAPS on hunt for police station robbers

M

Staff Reporter

PUMALANGA’S Police
Commissioner,
Lieutenant-General Semakaleng
Manamela, is pulling out all stops
and commandeering all resources
in an attempt to find the suspects

who robbed the Kwaggafontein police
station last week.
In a statement, Manamela assured the
public that police were doing everything in the powers to apprehend the
suspects. Reports are that six armed
robbers attacked the police station,
stealing shotguns, rifles, pistols and cell
phones.

Mohlala said the investigation was
ongoing and no further information
could be provided. At time of going to
press, it seemed as if no arrest had been
made. It is not the first time a police
station had been attacked and robbed in
recent months. With 70% of vehicles in
for repair, the police are probably seen
as easy prey.

Armed robbers are now targeting police stations.

Mpu youth hangs himself on Youth Day
Staff Reporter

A 21-year-old man who was admitted
in hospital was found hanging from
a tree in Mpumalanga after signing
himself out of hospital. For him,
Youth Day in South Africa brought
no hope. The incident occurred in the
early hours of 16 June at Schoemansdal in Nkomazi.
According to Mpu police spokes-

person, Brigadier Selvy Mohlala, police
and paramedics were called to the body
a lifeless man hanging from a tree in
the bushes. The young man was found
hanging from a tree, still wearing hospital clothes. He was certified dead on the
scene by medical personnel.
“Preliminary investigation has since revealed that the 21-year old man, who has
not yet been identified by his family, was

earlier admitted as a patient at Shongwe
Hospital, but then reportedly discharged
himself earlier in the morning,” said
Mohlala.
President Cyril Ramaphosa did admit in
his Youth Day speech that joblessness in
South Africa leads to depression among
young people.

news@newshorn.co.za
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SASSA beneficiaries
warned of
scamming
New pay cycle for
SRD’s
Kgabu Mahlatji
THE South African Social Security
Agency (SASSA) said social grant beneficiaries are being deceived into changing
their SASSA for an unknown bank card.
Mpumalanga SASSA spokesperson, Senzeni Ngubeni, said scammers claim to be
working for SASSA and advice SASSA
clients to open an account with a certain
bank. The beneficiaries are told that the
gold SASSA card will not show any payment by the end of June 2022.
“I would like to assure all social grant
beneficiaries that the SASSA card will
continue to work until SASSA officially
communicates otherwise. Beneficiaries
can use their gold card to withdraw their
grant at retail outlets such as: Pick & Pay,
Checkers, Shoprite, Boxer or USave and
all bank ATM’s in South Africa,” he said.
Ngubani also said if there are any changes to grant payments, SASSA will inform
beneficiaries on all available channels
and also through stakeholder engagements.
Beneficiaries are urged to report these
fraudsters to the nearest police station.
For more information contact our Customer help desk at (013) 754 – 9439/9428
or toll free number: 0800 60 10 11 from
08:00 – 16:00 during week days Monday
– Friday.
New cycle for Social Relief of Distress
Grants
Payments for the new cycle of the special COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress
R350 pm Grants (SRD) will be paid again
as from mid-June 2022.
SASSA said it will continue clearing
outstanding payments from the previous
cycle in April 2022 as and when beneficiaries’ bank details are confirmed.
“The payments will not be done together but month by month. More than
one payment may be made in a month,
but no one will receive double payments
in one amount,” the agency stated in a
statement.
SASSA said it will effect these multiple
payments until the backlog has been
cleared after which monthly payments
will resume.
Minister in the Presidency, Mondli
Gungubele, reiterated government’s commitment to pay out the R350 SRD grant
to beneficiaries.
This came after media reported that
some grant beneficiaries had not received
payments for up to three months.
“This government will always fulfil
whatever undertaking it has [with regards to the SRD]. If there was a period
of non-payment… on behalf of this government, we will make that apology.
“But as along as those SRDs are due, in
line with the President’s commitment,
they will be paid,” Gungubele said.
*Reprinted with kind permission from
Chief Albert Luthuli News and edited by
Alex Rose-Innes
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Mpu Municipality fined R10m for unsafe water practices Community

T

Alex Rose-Innes

HE Thaba Chweu Local Municipality in Mpumalanga was
fined R10 million for Contravention of Environmental Laws
since 2011.
The Lydenburg Magistrate’s Court recently found the Municipality guilty after
the community of Mashishing had been
complaining about the unsafe state of
water for longer than a decade. This included incidents of unauthorised disposal of waste, unlawful water use, causing
significant pollution in the environment,
unlawful negligent disposition and distribution of raw untreated sewerage and
failure to comply with conditions stipulated in the Water Use Licence, issued in
terms of Section 28 of the National Water
Act. It was also found guilty of failure
to comply with a directive in terms of
Section 19 and 53 of the National Water
Act 36 of 1998.
The community of Mashishing had been
complaining about sewer spillages and
contaminated water flow for almost 11
years and finally decided to lay criminal
charges against the municipality. From
the outset, the defence and the State
negotiated which led to a plea and a
sentence agreement. The municipality
pleaded guilty to seven counts related to
the Contravention of National Water Act.
The municipality had previously come
under fire when The African Unified
Movement (AUM) and the Democratic
Alliance joined forces to address concerns within the Municipality and also
submitted a motion of no confidence
against Friddah Nkadimeng, executive
mayor of Thaba Chweu Local Municipality.
The Municipality has apparently not

made any effort to repay its R1billion debt
with Eskom, among a long list of other
complaints raised by the two parties.
The successful prosecution against the
Municipality was led by advocate Tula
Bekwa, who led the investigation, plea
and sentence agreement.
The fine of R10million was suspended for five years on condition that the
Municipality is not convicted of the same
or similar offences within the five years
suspension period.
Four comma eight million rand is to be
used for urgent repairs and refurbishment
of municipal infrastructure and R200
000 of the R5 million fine is to be used as
payment for compensation to the Department of Environmental Affairs, in equal
shares, for expenses incurred during the
investigation stages.

“We believe that this sentence will serve
as a deterrent to certain organs of state,
which do not uphold the rule of law,” said
the Director of Public Prosecutions, Advocate Nkebe Kanyane.
The Thaba Chweu Local Municipality spokesperson, Themba Sibiya, said:
“The Municipality welcomes the court
judgment and we are committed to abide
by the directives of the court order and
hoping to resume work to resuscitate and
fix the water plant as soon as possible, to
ensure that we stick to all the court.
We will finish some work and reports
that are to be provided to the relevant
stakeholders. Yes, mistakes happened and
we have learned from them and currently,
our focus is to redeem ourselves as the
Municipality and provide crucial services
to the community.”

The Thaba Chweu Municipality in Mpumalanga

Former legal eagle to spend life behind bars

I

Alex Rose-Innes

N a gender-based murder, former
lawyer, Kabelo Gift Rasepae, was
handed a life sentence for the murder of his girlfriend in 2020.
The High Court in Johannesburg found
Rasepae guilty of killing Olive Gobonwana Motsomi at her home. The killer had
been in a 10-year relationship with the
murdered woman.
The court heard that Rasepae, after stabbing his girlfriend, pretended that they
were victims of a house robbery. He took
Motsomi to the Robinson Hospital in
Randfontein and then claimed he had to
rush home to look after their children.
Motsomi died of her stab wounds later
the day and her boyfriend fled to the
North West province in her vehicle. He
was arrested a few days later when police
found out that the couple did not have
any children. The deceased apparently
broke off the relationship with Rasepae
before her killing and had embarked on
another relationship.
Senior State Advocate, Patric Mkhari,
submitted a victim impact statement,
showing that Motsomi’s mother had been

left traumatised and is now dependent on
anti-depressants. He also argued that society
relies on the judicial system to address the
pandemic of gender-based violence by
removing perpetrators from the streets for as
long as possible.

turns on kidnapper of minors in
Mpu

T

Alex Rose-Innes

WO boys, both
aged 15, from
two families
were kidnapped
in Graskop last
week.
According to
police reports,
the boys were locked up in a house in
Graskop.
When the community heard about
it, they descended onto the house.
However, the woman at the house,
who was later arrested with two other
suspects, said the boys were held in
Marite near Bushbuckridge.
The community forced their way
into a hut in the area and found the
two totally distressed young boys
with visible wounds on them.
When the police was alerted, they
interceded to stop a possible incident
of mob justice.
The woman (49) and two men, aged
17 and 24 respectively, were taken
into custody.
The woman was attacked by the
community members and had to
have hospital treatment.
Japhet Sekatane (24) had already
appeared in the Graskop Magistrate’s
Court. The three suspects are due to
appear in court again next month.
They will be detained until then.

The Director of Public Prosecutions in
Gauteng, Advocate Andrew Chauke, has
welcomed the sentence of life imprisonment which had taken into consideration
aggravating issues such as the effect of the
murder on her family.

The High Court in Johannesburg handed down a life sentence in a GBV case recently.

news@newshorn.co.za

Incidences of black children being kidnapped or abducted are on the rise. (This image has no relation to the
above story.)
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Minors part of shocking Bethal crime spree BGV scourge

A

Alex Rose-Innes

CRIME spree in Bethal saw
a Nigerian resident brutally
killed before a subsequent
gang rape.
Mpumalanga’s police spokesperson,
Brigadier Selvy Mohlala, said five
suspects, of which three are only 16
and 17, had been taken into custody for
the heinous crimes, which are thought
could be gang related. The slain Nigerian man, identified as June Mwafor
was 25, while the two rape victims are
between 27 and 35.
According to police reports, the man
died of multiple stab wounds after
being left in a pool of blood. Five males
reportedly had a spat with Mwafor at a
filling station in town. He ran away but

the suspects allegedly followed him and
killed him. Paramedics were alerted and
took him to hospital where he was later
certified dead.
Mohlala said in a statement that Police,
during the investigation, learnt that after
the killing, the suspects went to a house
where they found three women and allegedly gang raped them before they fled
the scene on foot.
A team consisting of a private security
company, members from Bethal, Secunda crime intelligence and Emzinoni,
arrested the suspects who were charged
with murder and three counts of rape.
Mohlala said police are working in
collaboration with probation officers and
social workers as some of the suspects
are minors.

Grandson rapes ageing grandmother and young cousin
Alex Rose-Innes

A 28-year old man allegedly
raped his 87-year old grandmother and his 26-year old cousin earlier this month in Amsterdam in Mpumalanga.
The suspect is an undocumented
citizen from eSwatini and had
already been charged with two
counts of rape and housebreaking. He was due to appear in the
Amsterdam Magistrates Court in
the province.
According to reports, he gained
entry to the home where the
87-year-old grandmother and
her granddaughter were asleep.
The old lady only woke up once
the suspect had already removed
the blankets under which she had
been sleeping when he instructed
her to keep quiet. She recognised
him as her grandson. After allegedly raping her, he raped his
cousin.
Before leaving the house, he demanded his grandmother’s pension grant money. When the two
women reported the matter to the
police, the suspect was arrested.
The Provincial Commissioner of
the South African Police Service
in Mpumalanga, Lieutenant General Semakaleng Daphney Manamela, expressed her shock at
the heinous crime and said “there
is no place for criminals in the
province, especially those who
abuse women and children.”
She also thanked the Amsterdam police for their swift reaction in apprehending the perpetrator.

ANOTHER heinous rape incident in
Mpumalanga came to a head recently when the alleged perpetrator was
noticed in Amersfoort by one of the
victim’s mother.
The 20-year old man had been on the
run since the two rapes last year, but as
community members worked closely
with police to find him, was arrested
Alex Rose-Innes
last week. His victims
were a 16-year
old girl and a 31-year old woman.

continues in
Mpumalanga

A

NOTHER heinous
rape incident in
Mpumalanga came to
a head recently when
the alleged perpetrator was noticed in Amersfoort by
one of the victim’s mother.
The 20-year old man had been
on the run since the two rapes last
year, but as community members
worked closely with police to find
him, was arrested last week. His
victims were a 16-year old girl and
a 31-year old woman.
Amersfoort Police had lately also
arrested another alleged rapist in
the town and their swift reaction
to information about him being
noticed in town, led to his arrest.
He had been evading police since
August 2021.
In July last year, he robbed and
raped the 31-year old victim while
holding her hostage. He later held
a family in Amersfoort hostage and
raped the teenager while they had
to watch.
He eventually, as in the first
incident, fled with a cell phone and
sneakers he stole from the victims.
Both cases were handed to the
Standerton Police Family Violence,
Child Protection and Sexual Offences Unit (FCS) and it is expected
that the suspect could be linked to
other similar crimes.
“We are forever grateful for the
overwhelming support that we
receive from our communities in
this province, through provision of
information on the whereabouts of
wanted suspects.
The battle against the scourge of
gender-based violence is winnable,
as long as we continue to work
together, where all role players do
their parts,” said provincial commissioner of the SAPS in Mpumalanga, Lieutenant-General Semakaleng Daphney Manamela.

Rape cases in Mpumalanga see
breakthrough

news@newshorn.co.za
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FINDING YOUR OPPORTUNITIES
Pastor R.S Mpangane - Apostolic
Gospel Church International
Mark 9v23: Jesus said “Everything
is possible for him who believes”.
Is it possible to have your dreams as
a young person to become successful in this time of challenges? Yes,
it is possible. Is it possible to create
joy, peace and happiness in our era,
given the fact that there is a high
rate of unemployment and poverty?
Yes, it is.
It is a fact that even graduates do
not have jobs and it is even harder
if you are not educated, but it is
still possible to make it in life. Jesus
said, “Everything is possible to him
who believes.” I believe that through
finding opportunities, determination, zeal and focus, we can turn
things around.
In the Bible, all people who experienced difficulties in their lives
were rescued through them producing something to offer or do. As
a youth, have something that you
are doing so that you can present it
to God and it will be blessed. The
word blessed means you are empowered to prosper.

Opportunities are everywhere, some
are hidden behind our needs and behind food - you can have an opportunity to start your own chicken dust or
chesa nyama. You can start to design
clothes and sell them. You can be
creative and start your own business
through finding some other opportunities that are there without anyone
awakening them. Behind problems
there are also opportunities.
Jesus can never and will never lie,
if you can find an opportunity and
you believe in Jesus and also believe
in you and your assignment; success
and prosperity are guaranteed. Young
people are so lazy to think. Remember,
the cheapest thing to do is to think, yet
thinking can create the most expensive products.
Opportunities are the ones responsible for making people rich; they
are the beginnings of success. Nelson Mandela in one of his speeches
mentioned that he was fighting for
equal opportunities, why? Mandela
knew the power that is possessed by
an opportunity.
Remember that if you can believe, all
things are possible.
Be blessed!!!
For counselling call 079 642 7261

Turning your fears into a positive force
Proverbs 29v25, Fear of man will
prove to be a snare, but whoever
trusts in the Lord is kept safe.
One of the most powerful negative
destructive forces on earth is fear.
It is responsible for poverty, regression and misery.
Fear is a destroyer, many goals,
visions, dreams and aspirations
have been destroyed by it. It is also
capable of disabling the mind. The
scripture quoted above says, fear is
a snare. It has trapped leaders, talented people and others. The Bible
says that they that trust the Lord are
safe and not only that, through Him
they can turn fear into a powerful
force. To make this possible, you
need to be a knowledge–seeker. If
you abide in Jesus, and His words
abide in you; you will ask anything
and it will be done for you.
Fear of failure will say to you,
“what if you fail?”- turn the question to the fear and ask, “what if I
succeed?” Fear of success will say to
you, if you succeed, people will bewitch and hate you. Apply the light
of truth in the statement, witches
will bewitch you whether you are
successful or not, critics will criticise you whether you do something
or you do nothing. Fearing success,

criticisms, or witchcraft is just time wasting, why? - There is no truth in fear.
Fear thrives in darkness and disappears in
truth. Instead of fearing criticisms, learn
to appreciate the benefits that come with
criticisms. Constructive and destructive
criticisms all stimulates growth. Pains,
difficulties and dangers, faced with success,
will see courage enhanced.
Remember, there is no gain without pain,
there is also no growth without difficulties
and also no success without dangers or
risks. Take time and unpack all the questions that are paused by fear to you and
learn, empower yourself with knowledge
and you will not only conquer fear, but you
will turn it into a positive force.
If your life is driven by fear, it is a waste,
but if is driven by faith and trust in God,
then your life is a success. Never ever allow
fear to dictate terms and conditions to you,
fear is from the devil and faith pleases God.
Fear time is jail and bondage time, but faith
time is freedom, peace and victory time.
Build your relationship with GOD and
enjoy life. God bless you.
For counselling call 079 642 7261
NewsHorn wishes to thank Pastor R.S
Mpangane for his willingness to partner
with the paper in order to share the gospel.
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Swine flu in Polokwane
Alex Rose-Innes

A DOCTOR in Polokwane told the
local newspaper that there are active
cases of swine flu in the province.
The doctor, who spoke on condition
of anonymity, said cases had been
recorded since February, especially in
children. However, it is not as many
as seen in previous years.
According to Mayo Clinic, the
H1N1 flu, commonly known as
swine flu, is primarily caused by the
H1N1 strain of the influenza virus.
H1N1 is a type of influenza A virus
and is one of several flu virus strains
causing seasonal flu. Symptoms of the
H1N1 flu are the same as those of the
seasonal flu.
Signs and symptoms include:
Fever, but not always
Chills
Cough
Sore throat
Runny or stuffy nose
Watery, red eyes
Body aches
Headache
Fatigue
Diarrhoea
Nausea and vomiting

Flu symptoms develop about one
to three days after you’re exposed
to the virus. Healthline.com states
that swine flu is highly contagious
and spreads quickly from person to
person.
“The best means of dealing with
swine flu is to prevent it. Hand
sanitisation is important to stop the
spread of the virus. Staying away
from infected people will help stop
person-to-person transmission,” their
website states.
The latest statistics released by Ampath Laboratories show that swine flu
has not surpassed the 40% mark this
year and currently stands at 30.9% for
June 2022.
The Department of Health told the

Review said they are yet to be formally
notified of a surge of swine flu in the
province. Health MEC spokesperson, Thilivhali Muavha, said the joint
committee on health, which includes
public and private health care professionals, the SA weather service, the
provincial and national departments of
health, the NICD and other stakeholders. is constantly on the lookout for the
emergence of infections.
“If cases of swine flu were identified,
we would have been notified and
would have already sent out a warning message and an official outbreak
announcement,” he said. However,
Muavha added that they are not
dismissing the reports but are yet to
formally identify cases from the sector.

Swine Flu under a microscope.

SUPERBUGS – the new Germageddon
Experts warn it could trigger health crisis worse than Covid
Alex Rose-Innes

MEDICINE-dodging bacteria already
infect 50,000 to 70,000 people in Britain a year and cause a million deaths
globally. Efforts to slow the problem
have stalled because ministers and scientists switched their focus to Covid.
Professor Mark Woolhouse of the
University of Edinburgh, told British
Members of Parliament that he is of
the opinion that the world is already
in “advanced stages of a global public
health emergency. The issue is that
this emergency, unlike Covid-19, is a
slow-burner. It’s one that accumulates
over decades,” he said.
Common infections are developing
antimicrobial resistance, known as
AMR, because people are exposed to
so many antibiotics. Widespread drug
use in farm animals and health patients
allow bugs to adapt and survive. It
means first-choice antibiotics may stop
working and doctors will have fewer
options.
Lord Jim O’Neill, author of a government report, added: “The health and
economic damage from AMR could
be much worse than Covid if we don’t
treat it more seriously. From what I can
see there is hugely stalled attention despite endless talk on this in most parts
of the world.”

Superbugs do not respond to antibiotics. (Image: ScientificAmerican)
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Monkey
cases
confirmed in
SA.
Alex Rose-Innes

T

he Minister of Health,
Dr Joe Phaala confirmed the detection
of the first two cases
of monkey pox in
South Africa. What makes this
more concerning is that the 30year old man had not travelled
outside the country.
The National Institute of Communicable Diseases (NICD) said
contact tracing is currently underway and the Institute is working
on identifying any additional
linked cases of the disease. It is
also conducting online training
for health workers to enable them
to detect the disease and report it
so the necessary laboratory tests
can be done.
Phaahla said monkey pox is
usually a mild disease manifesting as blisters on the skin and is
usually self-limiting with a fatality
rate of around 1%. The disease
only spreads through close droplets so one cannot pick it up by
being in the same room with an
infected person. So far it has been
dominant in men who have sex
with men, but the main feature is
that transmission is through close
contact.
After cases of monkey pox were
detected in several European
countries, the United Kingdom
and America, the NICD said
the risk of importation to South
Africa was a reality. “The implications for South Africa are that
the risk of importation of monkey
pox is a reality as lessons learnt
from COVID-19 have illustrated
that outbreaks in another part of
the world can fast become a global
concern,” said NICD Executive
Director, Professor Adrian Puren.

Monkey pox is now in SA as well.
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North Korea pounded by diseases

N

Alex Rose-Innes

ORTH Korea admitted it was
deling with an outbreak of an
unidentified intestinal
sickness, adding to the strain caused by
the spread of Covid-19.
The country’s leader, Kim Jong-un, has
ordered quarantine measures to be
implemented. Health experts suspect
the illness could be typhoid or cholera.
North Korea declared a state of
emergency in May after it said millions
of people were experiencing “fever”,
believed to be untested Covid-19 cases.
It has not reported the number of

Another dictator totally out of touch with
reality, Kim Jong-un, leader of North
Korea.

people affected by the latest illness
outbreak or elaborated on what the
disease is, but enteric fever refers to the
gastrointestinal tract.
International media reported that the
country was fighting Covid with tea and
salt water.
An official at South Korea’s
Unification Ministry handling
inter-Korean affairs told Reuters news
agency that the government suspected
the outbreak to be cholera or typhoid.
South Hwanghae province, where
Haeju is located and where the outbreak
originated, is North Korea’s main
agricultural region which could worsen

the country’s widespread food shortage.
Many also suspect the government of
underreporting new cases of enteric
fever and Covid. To date, more than
26 000 people were reportedly ill with
almost 5 million across North Korea
falling severely ill since May.
According to the government, the
death toll linked to the new outbreak is
73, but the World Health Organisation
and others have said they fear the
situation is much worse.
North Korea has a dire healthcare
system and has turned down
international offers of vaccines for its
population.

Climate change affecting the Antarctic
Alex Rose-Innes

TWO Antarctic glaciers are losing ice
at a faster rate than at any time over the
past 5,500 years, with “potentially
disastrous” implications for sea level
rise.
The Thwaites Glacier, known as the
“Doomsday glacier”, due to the grave
risk its melting poses to the world, is
about the size of Great Britain and its
neighbour, the Pine Island Glacier, is
only slightly smaller.
The two glaciers form part of the
Western Antarctic Ice Sheet which is

The massive “Doomsday Glacier.”
being impacted by warming

temperatures due to the climate crisis

and are already contributing to global
sea level rise.
These glaciers are especially
susceptible to rapid melting because
they are situated on an inland-sloping
bed where relatively warm ocean
water is able to flow underneath
floating, sea-facing parts of the glacier
tongues and erode the ice sheet from
beneath.
According to a research team from the
British Antarctic Survey at the Imperial
College in London and the University of
Maine, this process can lead to runaway
ice loss.

AfCFTA’s benefits for intra-African trade levels
Alex Rose-Innes

THE third Africa CEO Trade Survey
highlights the opportunities and
challenges faced by businesses when
trading in Africa.
Prof Pat Utomi, Chairman of the
Pan-African Private Sector Trade and
Investment Committee (PAFTRAC), in
partnership with African Business
magazine, once again provided the
African private sector with a unified
voice in informing trade policy at the
continental and regional level.
More than 800 executives from 46
countries in Africa responded to the
Africa CEO Trade Survey, an excellent
barometer of private sector sentiment
on African trade and the African
Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA).
The Survey results were analysed and
released in a report earlier during the
annual meetings of the African
Export-Import Bank (Afreximbank)
one of the key supporters of PAFTRAC.
Prof Utomi said that the “survey

clearly shows that the vast majority of
African CEO’s believe that the
implementation of the AfCFTA will
have a positive effect on levels of
intra-African trade, even as early as
2022-23. As many as 93% of CEO’s
surveyed were confident to some extent
that it would have a positive impact,
with 26%
describing
themselves as very
confident.” Only
“The
4% of participants
Africa we believe that the
want”
AfCFTA will have,
or has already had,
a negative impact on
their businesses.
While intra-African trade and the
AfCFTA plays a big part in the
report, the Survey also highlighted how
African businesses view opportunities
in external markets.
Prof Utomi explained that “African
companies do not seem to greatly
favour exporting to any one region of
the world over another.

However, the survey showed that while
Europe appears to be the favoured
export destination, the Middle East is
an increasingly popular destination
given growing trade and investment ties
with Africa.”
The PAFTRAC Africa CEO Trade
Survey report was launched during the
Afreximbank Annual Meetings, held in
the New Administrative Capital of the
Arab Republic of Egypt until 18 June
2022.
The 29th Afreximbank Annual
Meetings with the theme “Realising
the AfCFTA Potential in the post
COVID-19 Era—leveraging the power
of the youth,” included Advisory Group
Meetings and the Annual General
Meeting of Shareholders,
complemented by seminars and
plenaries.
About PAFTRAC:
The Pan-African Private Sector Trade
and Investment Committee (PAFTRAC) unites African leaders from the
private sector and provides a unique
advocacy platform bringing together

news@newshorn.co.za

the African private sector and African
policymakers to support extra and
intra-African trade, investment and
pan-African enterprise.
It drives pan-African results by
providing a framework for private
sector engagement in trade and

investment issues in Africa, including
policy formulation and trade
negotiations to support African
economies in line with the ambitions of
Agenda 2063: “The Africa We Want”.

Thursday 30 June 2022

AGRITALK

9

Zimbabwe is Blueberry Heaven

A

Alex Rose-Innes

CCORDING to Rossouw
Lambrechts, blueberry account
manager at Delecta Fruit,
Zimbabwean soil and clean water are a
blueberry grower’s dream.
Calling it an “eye opener” on
FreshPlaza, Lambrechts said especially
the quality of old substandard varieties
are “unbelievable.”
The first berries of excellent quality
and size have already been flown from
Harare to high-value markets in the
Far and Middle East. Programmes for
smaller berries to the United Kingdom
(UK) and the European Union are
underway.
Clients are bowled over by
especially Ventura and Biloxi varieties
from Zimbabwe and some retailers in
the UK have upgraded it to a higher
value tier.
The number of new growers in
Zimbabwe is rapidly growing and
production is expected to triple this
season.
The Zimbabwean harvest runs from
week 20 until week 45 (with sea freight
from the end of July, from
South African ports - Durban and Cape
Town).
Zimbabwean growers face a unique set
of challenges in accessing their funds

Zimbabwean blueberry plantings with bee forage crops ﬂanking the rows (Image:
Delecta Fruit)
only some late competition from the
and their operational cash flow is often
last Spanish and Moroccan berries
under pressure to procure necessary
which will not be on the market for
items such frost fans or packaging
much longer.
material. But according to Rossouw, “it
Not one country is currently
is incredible what Zimbabwean
dominating the market.
growers manage to achieve with the
Cape blueberry growers hope for a
cards stacked against them.
better season
When you visit their farms in
Delecta’s South African blueberry
Zimbabwe, it looks similar to some of
farms in the Western Cape will start
the best farms in South Africa.
Their farms are well-maintained, their harvesting around 35.
Newer Topfruit varieties currently
irrigation setups are state-of-the-art
reaching maturity are expected to
and the cold rooms are neat and fully
perform well in the UK and EU
accredited. It truly is something to
markets.
behold.”
Western Cape blueberry growers are
The current blueberry market is
however concerned about the gradual
relatively empty in the Far East with

NZ scientists search for perfect avocado
Staff Reporter

WITHIN one decade, New Zealand’s
avocado sales soared from $70m to
$240m. The industry now has its sights
set on revenue of $1 billion by 2040.
This is the reason plant physiologists
such as Nick Gould, who leads Plant &
Food Research, work to make
avocado orchard systems more
productive. Gould says he’s constantly
being told New Zealand is too far

south, too wet, cold and windy for
a fruit first grown in Mexico and
Central America.
However, the fruit is flourishing,
despite the seemingly unattractive
environment: “In fact our growers can
produce lots of excellent avocados,
about 40,000 tons a year,” he said.
To keep up with demand, avocadoes
are increasingly being planted outside
of traditional strongholds.
Gould says the industry’s ambitious

SA citrus fighting various battles
Alex Rose-Innes

THE South African (SA) citrus season
had started off with many challenges.
Logistic disruptions, floods and the
Russian war had been felt, not only
among citrus growers in Mpumalanga,
but across the country.
According to Shaun Swart, country
manager, Salix Fruits in SA, “This year
began with many complications.
There were floods in the north
bringing serious consequences to the
operation of the port of Durban after
drought affected the size of the fruit.
Also, strikes in the Eastern Cape

High quality SA citrus (Image:
FreshFruitPortal)
brought problems and a lack of critical
supplies.”
Logistics were impacted by a lack of
containers associated with the Russian
war, a destination generally receiving

decline of returns for blueberries.
Unfortunately, most of the Western
Cape growers produce blueberries
during a period when Peru is in full
production.
The combination of a full market and
unsound arrivals is a recipe for financial
difficulty. Any time after week 40 until
week 12, the world is full of blueberries,
first from Peru and then from Chile
when Western Cape blueberry farmers
come in during that period.
Lambrechts said SA’s struggling ports
system makes it extremely difficult for
SA blueberry growers along the supply
chain in which blueberries are picked,
cooled, transported, packed, and
containerised all within a couple of
days.
“Blueberries are an extremely sensitive
fruit with a very limited shelf life. They
simply cannot handle the two weeks
delay we experienced in the ports last
season.
Once loaded onto the vessel, the sea
voyage could be another three to four
weeks, meaning our clients receive
blueberries almost seven weeks old.
That kind of delay is extremely
costly to the blueberry industry,” he told
FreshPlaza. “Add to that the unseasonal
rain experienced in the Western Cape
last season and the season went from
difficult to impossible very quickly.”

Scientists in New Zealand are on a
quest to ﬁnd the perfect avocado as the
country’s exports continue to grow.

target of $1 billion by 2040 is unlikely
to be met without science-led change to
overcome challenges.
Plant & Food Research is partnering
with NZ Avocado to tackle the most
pressing challenges, including a big
focus on irregular bearing.
“We’re working to understand the
effect of local climate on flower health,
flower timing and pollen transfer to
develop orchard management systems
that improve fruit set,” Gould said.

11% of SA fruit exports.
Logistics remains the biggest
challenge for shipping fruit,
dramatically increased freight costs
to lengthier transport times to certain
ports.
This year, by the end of week 21, 19.1
million cartons of total citrus were
shipped, down more than 7 million
from 2021 for the same week.
In 2022, the volume dropped by close
to 27% on total cartons shipped.
Navel oranges, lemons and Nova
mandarins are loading with Nadercott
mandarins and Valencia oranges after
that. Late navel varieties will start in the

middle of July.
The season will end with late Valencia
oranges in October.
Seasonal retail prices would be higher
with the increase in labour, supplies and
logistics costs.
However, Swart says that the market
“is not validating the rise in prices in
relation to the increase in costs,” says
Swart.
After the strike and floods kicking off
this season, packing and the ports are
all back to normal operations at the
moment, with the season beginning to
normalise for destinations appreciating
high quality citrus fruits.
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African start-ups in peril

G

Staff Reporter

LOBAL venture capital into
African tech companies during
the past three years is drying
up as western investors retreat amid the
global market downturn.
As much as 80% of last year’s record
USD5 billion to companies on the
African continent were from
international funds - Tiger Global and
Sequoia Capital.
Fears of a global recession, soaring
inflation and rising interest rates could
mean hardship for African start-ups
such as Nigerian fintech firms which
grew abundantly during since 2019.
“The trajectory of the African start-up
ecosystem depended on the big guys
and that’s dried up,” said Aubrey Hruby,
non-resident senior fellow at the
Atlantic Council’s Africa Centre.
He said that bigger start-ups will find
it difficult to raise money needed for

Global recession may see African
start-ups short of funding

expansion which used to come from
western venture funds.
Just before the market turmoil,
Wasoko, the Kenyan e-commerce
platform was valued at USD625 million
with international funding pouring in.
There are only a handful of
Africa-focused funds with over USD100
million that can meet that level of
investment, including Partech, Helios
Digital Ventures and TLCom Capital,
but they do not control enough cash to
make up for the western withdrawal.

The momentum for fundraising was
still strong during the first quarter of
2022.
African start-ups raised some USD1.8
billion, up 148% from the same period
in 2021.
But the next 18 months will “start to get
difficult and fledgling firms will need to
run leaner, more efficient operations to
survive,” said Ido Sum, partner at
TLcom, a pan-African fund which
expects to close its latest USD150
million fund by end of this year. “Some
will not make it,” he said.
This solidifies the need for stronger,
bigger and dedicated African funds
according to Sum, whose portfolio
includes Kenyan supply chain start-up
Twiga Foods and Nigerian car-services
firm, Autocheck.
Valuations which exploded in recent
years, will come down, said Sum. But the
fundamentals have stayed the same.
Africa has 1.3 billion people, most of

Kenya And Zambia to Remove Trade Barriers

Nairobi.
Kenya and Zambia were amongst the
first two countries to sign and ratify
KENYA and Zambia have agreed to
the African Continental Free Trade
work together towards removing trade
and investment barriers between the two Area (AfCFTA). Pres Kenyatta affirmed
Kenya’s commitment to working with
countries.
Zambia and other African countries in
President Kenyatta said his
improving the ease of doing business.
discussions with Zambian President
“And I want to assure you that the
Hakainde Hichilema focused on
Kenya Government will continue to
opportunities to harness their strong
work with its partners in Zambia and
bonds of friendship and the business
and economic ties.
across the African continent to
continuously remove barriers to trade,
“In this context, we have agreed to
continue to improve the ease of doing
address the prevailing bottlenecks,
including addressing ourselves to a few business, continue to open our borders
tariff and non-tariff barriers that bar our to our brothers and sisters across the
continent,” the President promised.
people from enjoying the freedom of
He encouraged Zambian investors to
trade amongst themselves,” Pres
make Kenya their investment
Kenyatta said during a State banquet
in honour of Zambian Pr Hichilema in
destination of choice and consider their
Alex Rose-Innes

Pres Hichilema (left) with Pres Kenyatta
(Image: Newscentral Africa)

Kenyan counterparts as investment
partners.
On his part, Pres Hichilema agreed on
the need for the two countries to work
together towards eradicate existing
obstacles to trade and investment.
He said it was time for the two
countries to trade directly between

Child Malnutrition Affects Millions in East Ethiopia
worst droughts in history in the Horn
of Africa decimates their herds. The
IT IS expected that the prolonged
Ukraine exported wheat to the region,
drought and the continued war in the
but Russia had now taken over the
Ukraine would take its toll on children
wheat supplies.
in East Africa.
The Somali region in Eastern EthiMalnutrition rates across east and
opia is one of the worst affected by
south-eastern Ethiopia have. According the drought and during the last year,
to the organisation, Save the Children
malnutrition had risen by 64%, with an
soared in recent months. As many as 185 increase of 43% between January and
000 children are now suffering deadly
April 2022 alone. Cases of severe acute
malnutrition.
malnutrition, the most deadly form of
The drought, combined with the
malnutrition in children, reached nearly
disruption of health services due to
50,000 during these three months.
instability, the COVID-19 pandemic,
Severe acute malnutrition is a
as well as a lack of funding, had led to
life-threatening condition requiring
more than one million people across So- urgent treatment. It also significantly
mali, Oromia and South-West regions,
weakens children’s immune systems,
requiring urgent nutrition intervention. which often means any additional
This is expected to worsen in coming
medical complications or infections
months as food prices continue to rise
prove deadly.
due to the devaluation of the EthiopiIn the Dawa zone of the Somali region,
an birr and the war in Ukraine, while
Save the Children staff noted that most
livestock is decimated during one of the of the nomadic community is “at the
Alex Rose-Innes

brink of starvation.” Admission rates for
the treatment of malnutrition at Save the
Children nutrition centres increased by
more than 320% from September 2021
to January 2022 with most families only
managing to feed their children once
daily.
In the Shabelle zone of the same region,
another area hard hit by drought and
hunger, unusual animal behaviour had
been reported by farming communities,
including monkeys attacking children
and livestock out of hunger.
In the south and the east, prolonged
drought continues to expand and
devastate lives and livelihoods, impacting more than 8 million Ethiopians.
Across the country, close to 30 million
people (12 million children), a quarter
of the population, are estimated to be in
need of humanitarian assistance.
Ethiopia and other Horn of Africa
countries, such as Somalia and Kenya,
are also suffering from a severe climate
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whom are young, techno savvy and
under-served by good services firms.
There are large infrastructure deficits
in finance, health care, logistics and
education, creating great opportunities
for start-ups.
Founders should re-assess their growth
and spending plans before they run out
of cash, said Adesoji Solanke, Rencap’s
director for frontier, sub-Saharan African banks and fintech.
The exit of foreign investors leaves the
option of traditional financing from
local banks, more established fintech
companies and local investors.
Governments of South Africa, Tunisia
and Ghana are investing in start-ups
through pension and insurance funds
or corporate venture capital, said Eva
Warigia, head of the East Africa Venture
Capital Association.
“This local capital offers a buffer to the
young companies for trying times,” she
said.

them instead of passing through a third
party.
“…how strange it is that sometimes we
(Zambia) trade in goods from Kenya
through Europe and vice versa. Really?
Does that make sense? Absolutely not.
That’s what we want to fix.”
“So President Kenyatta, thank you for
giving us this opportunity to advance
that path walked by those who came
before us.
We know you are doing it for the
people of Kenya, the people of Zambia
and for Africa,” Pres Hichilema
concluded and emphasised the need to
ensure that the agreements and MOU’s
signed were implemented as the two
countries move to redefine the way they
work with each other to lower the cost
of doing business between them.

crisis-induced drought. It is estimated
that more than 23 million people are
experiencing extreme hunger across the
three countries with 5.8 million children
being acutely malnourished.
According to Xavier Joubert, Save the
Children’s Country Director in Ethiopia,
especially small children are bearing
the brunt of a multifaceted crisis in
Ethiopia. “A prolonged, expanding and
debilitating drought is grinding away at
their resilience, already worn down by
a gruelling conflict and two years of the
COVID-19 pandemic,” he told
international media.
This year, the crisis in Ethiopia grew in
complexity and scale. In the south and
east, the prolonged drought is
devastating lives and livelihoods; in the
north, millions of displaced families
barely have access to food, health
services, livelihoods and in the
southwest, a hidden conflict is
displacing hundreds of thousands.
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SA sugar company may sell Moz assets

A

Staff Reporter

N American company,
Lusitania Investment Capital,
is negotiating with South
African sugar producer, Tongaat Hulett
(TH), to acquire its assets in
Mozambique.
Media sources in the country said
Lusitania offered TH 3.5 billion rands
(USD 218 million) for the Mozambican
assets which include majority holdings
in the Xinavane and Mafambisse sugar
plantations and mills.
TH has an accumulated debt of 6.8
billion rands and has postponed release
of its financial year results to an
indeterminate future date.
The sale of the Mozambican assets
could cut its debt by half.
TH has not yet reacted formally to the
Lusitania bid, but one of the company’s
directors was quoted in the media
saying that the creditors are continuing
to support Tongaat Hulett and the

Inflation reaches
double digits in
Moz

Alex Rose-Innes
Will Tongaat Hulett sell its Moz plants? (Image: Carta de Moçambique)

company is currently working with them
to seek liquidity, which will allow more
time to advance with a comprehensive
solution for restructuring.
In email correspondence with Carta de
Moçambique, Lusitania said “the
company is involved in various

operations across the African continent
with the goal of developing operations
in the sustainable growth of foodstuffs,
agro-business and agro-industry
dealing with food security.
In that context, Lusitania wanted to
invest in Mozambique.”

Terrorists return to Cabo Delgado province
Alex Rose-Innes

Renewed Islamic attacks saw two
villages in the Ancuabe district in
northern Mozambican burnt down.
The villages in Cabo Delgado,
according to an independent news
aggregator, are Nanua and Nikuita on
the main road to Macomia in the
centre of the province.
Cabo Delgado had been at the centre
of Islamic insurgent attacks over the last
two years.
On Twitter, residents said armed
terrorists burnt down homes and also
used machetes during the attacks.
Many of the villagers fled into the
nearby bush, but according to a
report, one person was burnt alive in
his house.
No reports of fatalities in Nikuita had
been received so far and it seems the
terrorists have moved on.
The day after the attack villagers
returned to Nikuita in an attempt to
salvage some of their belongings from
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A map of the area of attack (Image: Club of Mozambique)

the ashes before fleeing to Ancuabe and
Pemba.
The attacks occurred less than 48 hours
after President Filipe Nyusi visited
Ancuabe in an attempt to show that
the district is now safe.

Nyusi had again urged the
Mozambican defence and security
forces and their allies from Rwanda
and the SADC to step up their pursuit
of the terrorist groups.
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DESPITE government’s target to
keep inflation to a single digit,
Mozambique’s annual inflation rate
has risen to 10%.
The latest figures were based on
consumer price indices of the three
largest cities - Maputo, Nampula
and Beira, during April and May
this year. In previous years, at the
same time, inflation was on the
decline.
In both 2020 and 2021, May was a
month of deflation.
The average level of prices fell by 0.6%
in May 2020
and by 0.31% of the same month in
2021. Inflation in the first five months
of 2022 was 5.56%.
From 1 June 2021 to 31 May 2022,
during which the annual inflation rate
is calculated, it increased
significantly - up from 7.9% in April
and 6.67% in March.
If monthly inflation exceeds 1% in
June or July this year, the annual
inflation rate would definitely exceed
10% as it did in September 2017.
The most significant price increases
in May were bread, which increased
by 15.6%, vegetable oil (3.7%), diesel
(2.9%) and petrol (2.1%).
However, certain products did
decrease in price such as dried fish,
cabbage and coconuts.
However, this is offset by the large
increases in bread and fuel.
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FIFA unveils FIFA World Cup 2026™ Host Cities

S

Sport Reporter

IXTEEN cities are to host matches
of the FIFA World Cup,™ the first
to feature 48 teams and three host
countries.
In an international media statement
it stated that a significant milestone on
the road to the FIFA World Cup 2026™
was reached.
The host cities are Atlanta, Boston,
Dallas, Guadalajara, Houston, Kansas
City, LA, Mexico City, Miami,
Monterrey, NewYork/NewJersey,
Philadelphia, the San Francisco
Bay Area, Seattle, Toronto and
Vancouver.
The announcement came after
“the most transparent and
comprehensive bidding process in
football history, with FIFA’s decision
having been made in the best interests
of the game, taking into consideration

The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be bigger and better than ever before.
the needs of all stakeholders involved
Today is a historic day, for everyone in
in the FIFA World Cup 2026.”
those cities and states, for FIFA,
for Canada, the USA and Mexico
“We congratulate the 16 FIFA World
Cup Host Cities on their outstanding
who will put on the greatest show on
Earth.
commitment and passion.

Big signing for Pirates
Beinvenu Eva Nga has just joined
Orlando Pirates.
The striker, who is valued at
R6 million, is seen as one of the
most valuable signings so far this
season.
Nga was pursued by Chiefs who
seemed to be leading the race until
the last minute when he signed for
the Bucs along with three other
players.

The R6 million kid – Eva Nga

For months, Amakhosi and the Bucs
were trying to lure Nga to Soweto.
According to The South African, there
are still plenty of red-hot free agents left
in the transfer pool of available talent
after one of the busiest transfer
periods.
However, Chiefs and Pirates are
far from done as they let go of a total
of 20 players between them well and
signing 13 to date.
It is predicted that two very different
sides can be expected next season.
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We look forward to working together
with them to deliver what will be an
unprecedented FIFA World Cup and a
game-changer as we strive to make
football truly global,” said FIFA
President, Gianni Infantino.
“We were delighted by the
unparalleled competitiveness of this
selection process.
We are extremely grateful not only
to the 16 cities that have been selected,
but also to the other six – with whom
we look forward to continuing to
engage and explore additional
opportunities to welcome fans and
participating teams.
This has always been a FIFA World
Cup of three countries, and that
undoubtedly will have a tremendous
impact on the whole region and the
wider football community,” added FIFA
Vice President and Concacaf President,
Victor Montagliani.

Many changes will be seen such
as not only new players will show
their mettle, veterans ousted,
with new coaches and even new
kits.
Pirates had released Fadlu Davids with
Amakhosi announcing their new head
coaches – Arthur Zwane and Dillon
Sheppards.
All of these changes are said to be
attempts to bring back the glory days
of the Soweto giants.

