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ANYONE who may have been 
in contact with a person who has 
COVID-19, is advised to contact 
HSE Live via 1850 24 1850 or on the 
Health Safety Environment (HSE) 
website.
  If you are unwell with a cough, 
especially with respiratory symp-
toms (like cough, high temperature, 
shortness of breath, difficulty breath-
ing, fever) you should isolate yourself 
immediately and phone your doctor.
  If you have a COVID-19 related 
travel query, you can call the dedicat-
ed advice centre on (013) 613 1733.
  The COVID-19 National Crisis 
Helpline number is 0800 029 999.

0800 029 999
COVID ALERT!

Three life terms 
and 40 more 
years for rapist

  PAGE 4

INSIDE

SA agri industry 
remains robust

Youngest Dr
in MP

news@newshorn.co.za

FREE

Alex Rose-Innes

SA road carnage had 
started
NINE people died in 

Mpumalanga after a light 
delivery vehicle over-
turned.

  The accident occurred on the R573 
road between Kwaggafonteing and 
Moteti and pundits predicted carnage 
on South African roads during the 
upcoming holiday season. The driver 
is believed to have lost control. The ve-
hicle in which the dead was travelling, 
veered off the road before crashing on 
the side
   Eighteen more people sustained 
serious injuries and were receiving 
treatment at nearby hospitals. An in-
vestigation into the crash is underway, 
said authorities and with overloading 
as a possible cause of the accident.
   Several shocking accidents had 
already occurred ahead of the festive 
season. According to Traffic Manage-
ment at the Automobile Association of 
SA (AA), 1448 people died on South 
African roads in 1210 fatal crashes 
during the 2020 holiday season. 
   With inter-provincial borders open, 
it is feared that the amount of fatalities 
would be much higher this year.

Nine people died in this crash in Mpumalanga. (Image: The Bulletin)

Scenes at Beitbridge border (Image: M&G)

COVID super spreader suspects escape from border
Alex Rose-Innes

Zimbabwe police are searching for 
12 deportees from South Africa who 
escaped from a quarantine centre 
in Beitbridge. All tested positive for 
COVID-19 and are being referred to 
as super spreader suspects.
   They were being held at the Beit-
bridge Border Quarantine Centre, 
but escaped from the premises under 
what police is calling “unclear cir-
cumstances”. 
   Police had appealed to the public, 
including relatives, to report them if 
they see them.
   Zimbabwe, as South Africa, had 
been experiencing an upsurge in 
COVID infections caused by the 
Omicron variant and the government 
had announced a 10-day quaran-
tine period for people entering the 
country.

    State media said these measures had 
deterred a lot of Zimbabweans from 
returning home this Christmas. 
   Beitbridge currently clears approxi-
mately 2,000 travellers a day, down from 
around 30,000 per day usually registered 
over peak and festive periods.
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Joshua  1:9 
“Be strong and of good courage, do not be afraid, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. ”
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KNP day visitor access during festive season
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane
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Another 
pro-Zuma 
violence spree 
promised

THE South African National Parks 
(SANParks) are urging visitors to the 
Kruger National Park (KNP)in Mpuma-
langa to book in advance and to observe 
the rules of the Park over the festive 
season. The season officially started on 
December 15 and will last until January 
11, next year. 
  Daily quotas will once again apply at t 
entrance gates and there are three time 
slots for pre-bookings to be made prior 
arrival:
  1: From 05:30 to 07:30 
2: From 07:30 to 09:30
3: From 09:30 onwards
   “For busy periods such as the festive 
season, we aim to better manage the 
volumes that we expect, as well as our 
visitors’ expectations. The three different 
time slots are aimed at improving the 
spread of vehicles and to prevent unnec-
essary waiting periods at gates.    
  The Day Visitor Quota for the Park is 
a management tool to prevent over-
crowding of roads and facilities. It is 
applied throughout the year, although 
we mostly reach capacity during long 
weekends and school holidays resulting 
in us having to turn visitors away”, said 
the KNP’s GM: Communications and 
Marketing, Ike Phaahla.
   Pre-booked day visitors will get pref-
erence over non-booked day visitors at 
the gate but must ensure that they arrive 
within their booked time slots. Arriving 
outside the booked time slot will be 
regarded as non-booked and therefore 
will not receive preference and guests 
could be turned away. These bookings 
can be changed through SANParks 
Reservations offices.

POLICE recovered 
a large quantity 
of explosives in 
KwaZulu-Natal 
(KZN), allegedly 
amassed to blow 

up national key points after 
the court decided that former 
president Jacob Zuma must 
return to prison.
   According to the police in 
KZN, an informant told the 
Pietermaritzburg K9 Unit 
where a large quantity of 
explosives was being kept, 
allegedly to be used to blow up 
the Mooi River Toll Plaza after 
the announcement. According 
to the informant, the plan was 
to create chaos by targeting na-
tional key points across KZN.    
  The stash of explosives was 
found in an abandoned house 
in the Bruntville area of Mooi 
River. 
   eThekwini councillor, Ntan-
do Khuzwayo, who led some 
supporters to Zuma’s Nkand-
la homestead after the latest 
verdict,  promised any attempt 
to return him to jail would be 
resisted.
   In the meantime, the Minis-
ter of Police, Bheki Cele, said 
in a national statement that 
troops would be deployed 
to ensure that another loot-
ing and violent outbreak did 
not re-occur. The week-long 
destruction caused damage of 
more than R20 billion in KZN 
alone.

IN order to improve traffic flow at 
the Karino Interchange on the N4 
this holiday season, special traffic 

measures will be in place.
   Communications Manager for 
TRACN4, Solange Soares, said road 
users using this section of the N4 
Maputo Corridor over the next few 
weeks should take note of these to avoid 
confusion and to apply caution and vigi-
lance when travelling through the area.
  The Eastbound traffic in the direction 
of Malalane on the N4 mainline ap-
proaching the R538, (Kruger Mpum-
alanga Airport intersection) from 
Mbombela, will make use of the current 
road alignment, which will become a 
one-way opening into two free flowing 
lanes. 
   Traffic from the R538, towards 
Malalane or Mbombela, will be con-
trolled by a two-way stop and drivers 
would have to give way to N4 mainline 
traffic. 
  Temporary signage had been erected 
to assist road users to move straight 

   “It is also important to continue to obey 
the current COVID 19 protocols of wear-
ing masks in public, social distancing ad-
herence and sanitising hands as screening 
will continue to be done at entrance gates. 
The Park had made plans for increased 
visibility of both traffic officials and visitor 
management personnel to monitor speed-
ing, after-hours travelling and general 
behaviour on the roads. 
   Alcohol consumption by day visitors 
is strictly prohibited at all leisure sites 
such as swimming pools and picnic spots. 
Searches will be conducted by security at 
all main gates to ensure that no toxic sub-
stances are taken into the KNP. Manage-
ment is urging visitors to cooperate with 
officials who will be on duty and to report 
unbecoming behaviour to gate officials 
or call the emergency call centre number 
on the entry permits,” Phaahla said in a 
statement.
   Visitors are also urged to help keep the 
Park clean by disposing of their litter at 
designated areas, not alighting from vehi-
cles on undesignated areas, to not speed 
and adhere to all rules and regulations as 
stipulated on the gate permit. 
  All guests are urged to be courteous at 
sightings to avoid inconveniencing other 
road users. Please plan your trip carefully, 
allowing sufficient time to enjoy the bush 
and to get to your destination. Gate op-
erating hours will be from 05:30 to 18:30 
around December and January.
   Visitors should also take note of the 
following important information: 
   Visitors will be able to book up to 80% of 
Day Visitor Quota per gate via SANParks 
Reservations offices on 012 428 9111 and 
online at www.sanparks.org. 
   Day Visitor pre- bookings are subject to 
a non-refundable booking fee of R48 per 
adult and R24 per child.

   Day Visitors who have pre-booked will 
still be required to pay Conservation 
Fees or use a valid Wild Card to enter 
the Park. The Conservation Fee for SA 
residents as well as Zimbabwe and Mo-
cambique nationals (passport required 
to prove this) is R110 per adult and R55 
per child (between ages 2 – 11). 
   For nationals of Eswatini and other 
SADC countries the conservation fees 
are R220 per adult and R110 per child. 
For all other guests the standard conser-
vation fees of R440 for adults and R220 
for children applies.
   Guests planning to use Wild Cards 
are requested to ensure membership at 
www.sanparks.org/wild. Guests using 
Wild Cards need to also produce their 
ID and valid Wild Card Membership   
Confirmation Letter.
   The number and profile of persons 
(adults and children) on the reserva-
tion and actual persons arriving should 
correspond.
   All guests (drivers and passengers) will 
be required to identify themselves upon 
admission (by producing a South Afri-
can driver’s license, identity document 
or passport
    Gate Quotas will be strictly applied 
and guests without pre-bookings could 
be denied entry if quotas are full.      

Karino Interchange to improve traffic flow
over the stop, onto the new bridge to-
wards Mbombela, or turn to left towards 
Malalane. 
   Speed restrictions of 60km/h will be in 
place, as well as speed humps, in line with 
traffic calming measures required at road-
work sites of this nature.
   Meanwhile westbound traffic towards 
Mbombela N4 traffic from Malalane will 
be deviated to the newly built ramp to-
wards the recently completed bridge.   
  Through traffic will be free flowing with a 
stop street controlling merging traffic from 
the R538. 
  Traffic moving towards the R538 will 
have a dedicated right turn to cross the 

newly constructed bridge, followed by 
stop-controlled access to cross over the 
free-flowing eastbound traffic onto the 
R538. 
  A portion of the newly constructed ramp 
will be two-way traffic to accommodate 
local traffic (permit holders only) and 
construction personnel.
  To further alleviate possible traffic 
congestion, point’s men will be managing 
traffic on peak traffic days throughout the 
holiday season.   
  Road users are urged to be cautious and 
patient when travelling through the area 
and obey all construction-related signage 
and instructions at all times.

Road works at Karino Interchange (Image: TRAC4)
Zuma supporters are threatening with more chaos 
should he return to jail (Image: Reuters)
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Three life terms and 40 more years for rapist

Municipalities to prioritise 
water provision and stop sewer spillages
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GCINA Gama (36) will 
serve three life terms and 
40 years behind bars after 
the eMalahleni Regional 
Court found him guilty 

on multiple counts of rape, murder and 
robbery with aggravating circumstanc-
es. 
 State prosecutor, Maureen Nkosi, 
said Gama pleaded guilty and was 
subsequently charged along with his 
co-accused, Siyabonga Fana Dlamini 

THE Minister of Water and Sanitation 
(DWS), Senzo Mchunu and his dep-
uties, David Mahlobo and Dikeledi 
Magadzi met with local municipalities, 
Water Services Authorities and district 
municipalities earlier this month as 
part of the quarterly ministerial work-
ing session in Mpumalanga. 
  District and local municipalities were 
represented by their respective execu-
tive mayors and municipal managers, 
the provincial COGTA and the Human 
Settlement Departments.
    Common problems were identified 
such as lack of maintenance of existing 
water and sanitation infrastructure, 
ageing and dilapidated infrastructure 

WITH Mpumalanga currently 
experiencing much rain, former 
dry rivers and open excavation 
holes presented serious danger to 
motorists and pedestrians.
  Marcus Monyakeni of the De-
partment Water and Sanitation in 
the province urged municipalities 
to ensure dangerous trenches and 
bridges were properly marked top 
stop people from drowning. Sev-
eral fatalities had already been re-
ported across Mpumalanga where 
not only children, but also adults 
lost their lives in water-filled holes 
and makeshift bridges.
  In one incident two drivers, one 
of a taxi and a sedan got swept 
when they attempted to cross 
a bridge covered with water, in 
Steelpoort.  
  Both vehicles were swept away by 
powerful water currents, appar-
ently while drivers disregarded 
warnings from bystanders. “That 
led to unnecessary loss of lives 
because of being careless or totally 
disobeying safety measures around 
water,” Monyakeni said. 
  “Passengers have the right to 
ask the drivers with short sighted 
judgment not to attempt crossing a 
raging river that is without a prop-
er bridge which might compro-
mise your safety and life. You are 
urged to refuse not to be part of 
the unfortunate drowning statis-
tics which can be easily avoided.   
   Never attempt to cross rivers in 
flood or submerged bridges with-
out visibility, he continued. 
   Police in Mpumalanga had 
also warned the public to refrain 
from playing in or near rivers 
and streams as extreme rainfall is 
experienced. 
   This warning came after a 16 
year old girl was swept away in the 
Crocodile River on the N4 near 
Matsulu. According to police in-
formation, the girl had been play-
ing in the water with friends. By 
town of going to press, the body of 
the girl had not been found.At least R200 million is needed to address sewage spillage in Mpumalanga.

Much rain 
poses many 
dangers

(42), who pleaded not guilty and the state 
applied for separate trials. 
  “he court heard that between 2018 and 
2020, Gama and Dlamini were harassing 
women who were hitch-hiking on the 
N4 road in eMalahleni in Mpumalanga. 
In one incident, two women were in the 
company of Musa Maluleka (deceased) 
when Gama and Dlamini pounced. 
  The pair attacked the trio, robbed them 
of their belongings and gang-raped the 
women and stabbed Maluleka who suc-
cumbed to his injuries. 
  Nkosi addressed the court about the 

scourge of gender-based violence in 
society and its impact and urged the 
court to impose a suitable sentence.  
The court, in sentencing Gama, also 
declared him unfit to possess a fire-
arm. 
  The Acting Director of Public Prose-
cutions, Sonja Ntuli, said the sentence 
demonstrated that the criminal justice 
system was effective and working tire-
lessly to protect the victims of crime. 
The investigations team was lauded 
for presenting a solid case ensuring 
justice to the victims.

and leakages leading to high water loss-
es, vandalism of infrastructure, mush-
rooming of informal settlements leading 
to increased water demand and pressure 
on infrastructure, sewer spillages and the 
issue of the bucket system.
   Magadzi called for urgent prioritisa-
tion of sewer spillages “as they have a 
negative impact on water resources and 
people’s lives.” 
  She also emphasised the importance of 
teaching people to preserve rivers and 
other water sources. She said the need 
for collaborations and working with the 
private sector and other stakeholders 
to address the problems were of major 
importance. 
  “We can’t do it alone; we must get other 
people who might walk this journey 

with us.”
   Municipalities were urged to show 
commitment, plan and budget for water 
and sanitation projects as the Depart-
ment could not be the only funder.    
  Magadzi also called for municipalities 
to stop the illegal selling of stolen water 
to communities and to act against tam-
pering and vandalism of infrastructure. 
Minister Mchunu said there was no 
water crisis in the country but admitted 
there were problems.
    He called on the three spheres of gov-
ernment not to compromise but deliver 
on water and tasked executive mayors to 
prioritise water provision. He also plead-
ed for a stop to sewer spillages, calling 
it “inhumane,” the term he also used for 
the bucket system. 
   “We have to register the issue of stop-
ping spillages as number one priority. 
We need a plan. DWS, COGTA, district 
and local municipalities, should devise 
a plan, specify needs, how much it will 
cost and how long it will take. 
  All affected municipalities must pledge 
maximum funds and then the districts 
and the Department should chip in,” he 
said. 
  He also instructed stakeholders to pres-
ent cost inclusive plans with committed 
funds to deal with sewer spillages and 
repair and replacement of old and ageing 
infrastructure.
   “We all have a shared future and shared 
aspirations. Water is everybody’s busi-
ness, and nobody must be left behind,” 
he concluded.

 Accounts Manager: 
 Gugu  072-829-4886
 gugu@newshorn.co.za



HEALTH TALK 5Wednesday 22 December 2021 NEWS

Missing baby found after two decades
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MPUMALANGA’S High Court, 
during a sitting in Graskop, had 
sentenced Trouble Travel Tlhobo-
gang Gaorutlwe of Matibidi (29) 
to 22 years behind bars for the 
murder of his girlfriend, Merriam 
Maisy Mashego, from Nyongana 
Trust near Hazyview. Gaorutlwe 
and Mashego were in a romantic 
relationship.
   The National Prosecuting 
Authority’s (NPA) Mpumalanga 
provincial spokesperson, Monica 
Nyuswa, said Gaorutlwe had been 
convicted of murder, theft and 
defeating the ends of justice last 
month.
    The court heard that during 2 
October 2019, an argument about 
money broke out between the 
two. It resulted in Gaorutlwe tying 

THE ANC’s National Exec-
utive Committee (NEC) 
acknowledged widespread 

delays in ANC staffers being paid 
their salaries.
COVID, Umkhonto we Sizwe, 
the festive season, and the court 
action against former president 
Jacob Zuma, were on the top of 
Friday’s NEC agenda.
The NEC said they had directed 
officials to take urgent steps to 
address the situation. The party is 
scrambling to find R200 million to 
pay staff before Christmas. 
During the recent election, 
President Cyril Ramaphosa and 
billionaire, Patrick Motsepe, paid 
costs out of their own pockets.
 

Gwede Mantashe tests 
positive for COVID-19
Mineral Resources and Ener-
gy Minister Gwede Mantashe 
had again tested positive for 
COVID-19. The Presidency said 
the minister tested positive over 
last weekend after experiencing 
mild symptoms. He is currently in 
self-isolation.
Meanwhile, President Ramaphosa 
is said to be doing well and once 
again called on all South Africans 
to get vaccinated. He was one of the 
first to receive his jab.

Another Zuma in 
Parliament?
The election of Jacob Zuma’s son, 
Duduzane Zuma as a chair of 
an ANC branch in Durban, had 
received the full support of the 
radical economic transformation 
(RET) forces, endorsing him to lead 
the eThekwini region.
He was quoted as saying that he is 
eventually going to run for pres-
ident. “We are going thick and 
fast,” was how he put it to national 
media.

YOU can run but you cannot hide. 
This can be said of a retired cop, 
a mother a police station com-
mander and a young, unlicensed 
driver in Mpumalanga after their 
attempts to cover up an accident 
were uncovered.
  An accident in August 2018 on 
the Ohrighstad R532 between 
Hlabekisa and Matibidi in Mpum-
alanga, in which three passengers 
were seriously injured, led to the 
Hawks becoming involved.
   During their investigation, the 
Hawks found that the driver of the 
car, Ralf Baleseng Mabunele, who 
was 22 at the time, did not have a 
licence. 
  He lost control of the car and it 
overturned. In an effort to spare 
her son, Sylvia Mohlala, Mabun-
dele’s mother, colluded with Shibu 
Neclous Mabiloane, a licenced 
driver to tell police he was behind 
the wheel when the Volkswagen 
Polo crashed.

Police in Ermelo, 
Mpumalanga had lo-
cated a missing young 
woman, reportedly 
abducted 20 years ago 

as a new-born baby.
   Mpumalanga SAPS spokesper-
son, Brigadier Selvy Mohlala, said 
the missing woman’s mother gave 
birth to her in 2001 in Ermelo 
Provincial Hospital. On their way 

Another Mpumalanga man killed his girlfriend.

Mpumalanga residents arrested for alleged accident cover-up
SA’s Future President?

NEWS SNIPPETS
home to Breyten, she met a woman 
who offered to assist her as she was 
suffering from dizziness and pain.    
   After some time, the woman then 
reportedly took the baby and promised 
to return. She never came back. 
   For two decades investigations 
turned up no new leads and the family 
never saw the new-born again until a 
breakthrough was made at the end of 
last month. After forensic and DNA 
tests, an unnamed 50-year old woman 
was arrested who admitted that she 

had abducted the girl as a baby 20 years 
ago.
    The suspect had already appeared in 
the Ermelo Magistrate’s Court and was 
granted bail of R1 000. Her case was 
postponed to 18 January 2022. In the 
meantime the baby, who is now a young 
woman of 20, is in a place of safety and 
undergoing psychological support.
   The SAPS said “hopefully” the 20-year-
old would be reunited with her biologi-
cal family soon.

Justice for another GBV killing in Mpumalanga

ANC staff not 
paid

Cover up in Mpu leads to arrests

Mashego’s hands with a shoe lace 
and hitting her with a brick on the 
head until she died. He then hid her 
lifeless body under the bed, locked 
the bedroom door and fled the scene 
with the victim’s cell phone.
   Mashego’s 16-year-old daughter 
became worried when her mother 
did not return home and reported 
her missing. 
  Neighbours started searching for 
her and discovered the body before 
alerting the police.
   Gaorutlwe was linked to the 
offence through the deceased’s cell 
phone which was traced and found 
in possession of his mother in 
Madibogo village in the North West 
Province. 
  He was then arrested.
In court, Gaorutlwe denied involve-
ment in the murder and pleaded not 

guilty, but the state called 17 witnesses 
who testified against him. 
  The deceased’s twin sister also testified 
about knowledge of the relationship 
between Mashego and Gaorutlwe and 
confirmed his identity. 
  He was found guilty as the young 
mother became another statistic of 
Mpumalanga’s by now, well-known 
GBV killings.

Roping in Malamba Frans Khoza, a 
former branch commander at Dientjie 
Detectives, the team allegedly also 
tampered with registers and made 
false declarations.
   It took three years to unravel the 
truth, but eventually Khoza, now a 

pensioner and Mabiloane, Mabunele, 
Mohlala, were arrested.
   They partners in crime appeared in 
the Dientjie Magistrate’s Court last 
week and were granted R10 000 bail 
each. Their case will be heard in Feb-
ruary next year.
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Dig Your Well

Seizing your opportunities

ISAAC had to re-dig the wells his father 
Abraham had dug (Genesis 26:18). Abra-
ham was a pioneer and everywhere he set-
tled down, he had to dig wells to get water 
for himself, his family and his numerous 
livestock. Because of the scarcity of rain in 
Israel, great efforts were made to supple-
ment the natural water supply by the dig-
ging of wells, which were often very deep. 
In his lifetime, Abraham dug four wells: 
Esek, Sitnah, Rehoboth and Shibah.
Wells were a source of great strife. After 
Abraham died, the Philistines blocked the 
openings of these four wells by throwing 
in sand and stones. They even changed the 
names of the wells. Isaac therefore had to 
re-dig these wells and restores the names 
his father, Abraham had given them. Even 
today, everywhere a person chooses to 
settle, they have to dig their own well. This 
means finding a livelihood by which they 
sustain themselves and those who depend 
on them.
Isaac had to fight hard to create his own 
legacy. He started by protecting his father’s 
legacy, which the Philistines had worked 
so hard to erase and in the process, he cre-
ated his own legacy! Isaac’s servants also 
dug in the Gerar Valley and discovered a 

Whatsoever your hand finds to do, do it 
with you might; for there is no work, nor 
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in 
the grave, whither thou goest (Ecclesias-
tes 9v10)
This scripture speaks about an oppor-
tunity, encouraging people to use all 
chances they find. The wise king Solo-
mon mentioned the benefits of using our 
opportunities eagerly and decisively so.
Opportunities are important. The late 
former South African president in one of 
his famous statements said “all persons 
should live together in harmony and 
with equal opportunities.” Why equal 
opportunities? Mandela knew that if we 
can all get opportunities our lives can 
turn around, improve and develop.
All initiatives happen out of the avail-
ability of chances:
Businesses emerge as a result of the utili-
sation of an opportunity
Famous, rich, popular and progressive 
people are living testimonies of this 
powerful concept.

Growth and development must be re-
alised; either in one‘s personal life or in 
the life of any organisation. There are so 
many opportunities in the world. Some 
are hidden behind our needs, others are 
found behind problems, dangers or risks 
and challenges.
Food is our daily need and behind it; 

well of fresh water. But then the shep-
herds from Gerar came and claimed the 
spring. “This is our water,” they said, and 
they argued over it with Isaac’s herds-
men. So Isaac named the well ‘Esek’, 
which means argument. Isaac’s men then 
dug another well, but again there was a 
dispute over it. So Isaac named it ‘Sitnah’, 
which means hostility. Abandoning that 
one, Isaac moved on and dug another 
well.
This time there was no dispute over it, so 
Isaac named the place ‘Rehoboth’, which 
means open space, for he said, “At last 
the Lord has created enough space for us 
to prosper in this land. 
“Have you ever experienced any ‘Phi-
listines’ who strive with you and throw 
sand and stones to steal or block the 
wells that you have worked so hard to 
dig? Someone renaming your well is the 
same as that person or persons attrib-
uting your success to witchcraft, cor-
ruption or something crazy, instead of 
agreeing that the Lord is with you!
Isaac’s strength was in his ability to adapt 
and move on. Willingness to fight for 
your dream qualifies you for its achieve-
ment. Abraham was willing to fight for 

there are those who have spaza shops, 
tuckshops, and super markets. Do 
not underestimate that chicken dust, 
it is taking you to either to Galitos or 
Nandos. 
Imagine a world wherein all people 
with their gifts and talents are engaged 
seriously in their work. Remarkable 
things can be realised. Through the 
gift of modern medicine, diseases can 
flee and those that are farming can 
kick poverty out of our communities. 
Where will stress and depression be if 
we could have more people in sports, 
art, culture and entertaining? I believe 
we are performing far below our capa-
bilities.
Let pastors preach the gospel, evange-
list evangelise, teachers teach, leaders 
lead. Let each one of us use his or her 
opportunities and talents to the maxi-
mum. Prayers are effective if we show 
forth our work, faith without works is 
dead.
Dr Myles Munroe once said, work ex-
poses potential and empowers success. 
Our success, happiness, joy, develop-
ment and growth are all hidden behind 
opportunities, which should be seized.
Contact Pastor Ralph on rsmpangane@
gmail.com  or 079 642 7261.

his wells because he was the one who had 
dug them in the first place. Abraham did 
not have the option of waiting for some-
one else to dig a well, then go and ask 
for water. He did not have the luxury of 
inheriting someone else’s well. He had to 
dig his own! There will be certain seasons 
in your life when you would need to ask 
for water, that is, ask for help from others 
who have already dug their own wells.
There are also those who have received a 
head-start in life by inheriting the wells of 
others. However, maturity demands that 
we come into our own. It is crucial that 
you make every effort to dig your own 
wells. May God grant you the strength, 
patience and endurance to dig and keep 
digging until you get your own water! 
Take your destiny into your hands and 
find your ‘Rehoboth’.
There was a certain man who had been ill 
for thirty-eight years. When Jesus no-
ticed him lying there [helpless], knowing 
that he had been in that condition a long 
time, He said to him, “Do you want to get 
well?” The invalid answered, “Sir, I have 
no one to put me in the pool when the 
water is stirred up, and while I am coming 
[to get into it myself], someone else steps 

down ahead of me.” I’d like to mention 
two things about the invalid in this 
story. He needed someone to help him 
get on his feet. He desperately needed 
a hand-up. Jesus did that! However, 
afterwards when Jesus met him in the 
Temple, He told him, “Now you are 
well, so stop sinning or something 
even worse may happen to you”. 
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Eastern Cape children receive heart surgery as Christmas gift

CHRISTMAS came early for two 
Eastern Cape children who received 
life-saving heart surgeries. 
  Six-year-old Sheronique Alysha 
Mengie and 10-year-old Cayson Jude 
Cerfonteyn, who were operated on to 
repair holes in their hearts, were re-
leased from Busamed Private Hospital 
in Paardevlei, Western Cape, last week.   
  The operations were made possible by 
the Pelo Foundation, a non-profit or-
ganisation raising funds and awareness 
for children in serious need of heart 
treatment and surgeries.
   “I am very excited that my boy finally 
received the surgery that will change 
his life. Cayson was operated on a few 
days ago and he is doing well. Before 
going to hospital, we explained the 
surgery to him as best we could, but he 
was quite scared and our family was 
nervous about the operation as well.    
   After coming out from the inten-
sive care unit, he said to me ‘Mommy, 
I’m happy, I have a heart now!’ and I 
laughed and told him that he always 
had a heart. 

DR Decent Mkhombo showed aca-
demic excellence from a young age, so 
much so that he skipped some grades 
and was allowed to enrol at medical 
school at 15.
  He was promoted from grade 4 to 
grade 5 at Thulamahashe Lower Pri-
mary School and later from grade 8 
to grade 9 at Orhovelani High School, 
where he matriculated in 2015, both 
school located in Mpumalanga.
   As if that was not enough, Decent 
Mkhombo started his first year at the 
University of Limpopo’s new medical 
school in Mankweng outside Polok-
wane, Limpopo, at the age of 15. On 
December 15, this 21-year-old was 

*Masoka Dube  is an independent
communications specialist

Alex Rose-Innes

  “We discovered he had a fault in his 
heart when he was six months old; 
he’s been on the heart surgery waiting 
list for five years. l was always worried 
because I could not afford to pay for 
surgery. 
  I would like to thank everyone who 
made his operation possible. I am 
the only breadwinner and have three 
children. Before he was operated on, 
he used to play a lot but he would 
constantly stop and complain about 
a painful chest,” boy’s mother, Janice 
Cerfonteyn, said.
    Selwynessa Renzia Mengie, the 
mother of the girl who also received 
life-saving surgery, says she was elated 
that her child could finally undergo the 
vital operation after having been on the 
waiting list for about six years. The un-
employed mother of three thanked the 
Pelo Foundation and other stakeholders 
for assisting her child. 
  “Sheronique was always in and out of 
hospital because of her heart condition. 
We discovered that she had a heart 
problem when she was two months old 
and since then she was on the heart 
surgery waiting list. I would like to 
thank everyone for assisting to save my 

baby’s life. 
  Since she underwent surgery, she is get-
ting naughtier every day, which means 
she is getting better! Now she looks well 
and ready to go to school next year,” 
Mengie said.
   One of the doctors who was part of the 
team that made the operations possible, 
Dr Adele Greyling, said she was excited 
that both operations went well. “All the 
operations went well and the children 
will go home tomorrow (Saturday). They 
had holes in their hearts and we have 
managed to fix that. After leaving the 
hospital, we will continue to monitor 
their progress,” Greyling said.
  This year, the Pelo Foundation and its 
partners had already assisted three chil-
dren with much-needed heart surgeries.   
  The first beneficiary was another  six-
year-old girl, also from the Eastern Cape, 
who received heart surgery a few months 
ago. 
   Dr Michael Janson from Busamed 
Private Hospital in Paardevlei said if 
these children, all born with severe heart 
conditions, do not receive immediate 
medical intervention, they could suffer 
further health complications or may 
even die. 

  “Normally, children can be on the wait-
ing list for about two years. I hope that 
there will be many entities that will come 
forward and collaborate so that we may 
assist in saving more lives,” he said.
  South Africa has hundreds of children 
who are on the heart surgery waiting list.   
  It is estimated that 1 out of every 1 000 
babies is born with Congenital Heart 
Disease (CHD) and that every six hours 
a new-born is added to the waiting list. 
Currently, the Eastern Cape Province 
alone has more than 200 children who 
are on the waiting list for heart surgery. 
  Pelo Foundation spokesperson, Ms 
Dudu Mvimbi Leshabane said: “There 
are thousands of children who are wait-
ing to receive heart treatment or surgery.   
   If these children do not get immediate 
attention, they may die,” she added.
The Foundation aims to achieve its mis-
sion by raising funds to ensure that the 
children with CHD receive life-saving 
surgery and continue to receive medical 
treatment giving them a chance to live 
normal lives.  
  “Our vision is to ensure that Africa’s 
Children with CHD, who come from in-
digent communities, may have a chance 
to make it to adulthood,” said Leshabane 
said.

Meet the youngest doctor in Mpumalanga
among 47 medical doctors who took 
their oaths after completing their de-
grees.
   Decent, who comes from a family of 
five, said he was happy to be acknowl-
edged as a doctor after six difficult years.    
  “It has been a very challenging six 
years but glad that I have managed to 
pull through, as in medicine, your men-
tal health is tested because you come 
face to face with the reality of death 
every day. 
  But I’m delighted that I’ve finally com-
pleted my degree and ready to serve the 
community,” he said.
  “My next step is to work as an intern 
around Mpumalanga. I want to give 
back to the community by being a good 
doctor and saving lives. My advice to the 

youth is to trust themselves, be yourself 
and believe in what you are doing.” 
   Meanwhile the MEC for the Depart-
ment of Health, Sasekani Manzini, said 
Mkhombo had proved that anything is 
possible if you put effort, discipline and 
commitment to your goal. “Your pro-
fession is not merely an occupation, it is 
a calling and life service to others, you 
have chosen a career that will be chal-
lenging you to the limits of your abilities 
but also bring you the greatest satisfac-
tion. 
  You will have chances every day to 
make a positive difference in your coun-
try and the lives of your patients and 
their families,” Manzini told Decent. She 
added that the new Dr Mkhombo will 
be in a position to touch people’s lives at 

times when they were most vulnerable 
and in need of his services. 
  “We urge other young people to em-
ulate your achievement as they pursue 
their dreams. We will deploy him in one 
of our health facilities in the province to 
serve as medical intern.” 

Dr Decent Mkhombo

Sheronique Alysha Mengie (6) (All images supplied by Masoka Dube) 10-year-old Cayson Jude Cerfonteyn after the successful operation.



MORE than 100 people are suspected 
to have died a� er Super Typhoon Rai 
struck the Philippines last week. 
  It is feared that the death toll would 
rise even further as rescue teams 
continued searching among the 
wreckage.
  � e typhoon, with winds of 195km/h 
had 300,000 people running for safety 
as it hit the country’s south-eastern 
islands and turned the area into 
“complete carnage”. 
  Communication had been cut o�  with 
landslides and � ooding adding to the 
destruction.
  According to Agence France Press, 
Red Cross emergency teams were 
reporting that homes, hospitals, schools 
and community buildings had been 

ripped to shreds with many having lost 
everything they had.
  � ousands of military, coast guard 
and � re personnel had been 
deployed in the country’s worst-
a� ected areas to assist with search and 
rescue e� orts. 
  Global volunteers had descended on 
Siargao, Dinagat and Mindanao islands, 
which seemed to have su� ered the 
worst damage. 
  Across the Dinagat islands, everything 
had been “levelled to the ground” and 
farms had “been decimated.”  
  Supply of water and food had 
dwindled and e� orts to secure 
enough funding to assist the 
residents and rebuild the areas had 
been launched. 

POPE Francis, head of the Catholic 
Church, had called domestic violence 
against women “almost satanic” during 
a programme broadcast on Italy’s TG5 
network. 
  He spoke to a panel of four people 
from di�  cult backgrounds, including a 
survivor of domestic abuse.
  He spoke about the “very, very high” 
number of women who are beaten and 
abused in their homes and said 
taking advantage of a person who 
cannot defend herself was humiliating. 
Since the start of the coronavirus 
pandemic, Pope Francis had made 
several comments about domestic 
abuse. 
  Incidents of abuse had increased in a 
number of countries as many 

people were le�  trapped with their 
abusers during lockdown.
  According to a UN report covering 
input from women in 13 countries, half 
of them said they’d experienced some 
form of violence since the start of the 
pandemic. 
  In Italy, police � gures released last 
month reported around 90 episodes 
of violence against women every day - 
62% of these were domestic abuse cases.
  In a study done by the World Health 
Organization, 60 000 women and 
children are abused in South Africa 
every year and these are only the 
reported � gures. 
  Many women across Africa, where the 
patriarchal system still rules, are too 
scared to report the abuse.
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Russians accused of atrocities in CAR

Super typhoon ravages the Philippines

Female abuse “satanic” – Pope Francis

THE European Union (EU) had 
imposed sanctions on the 
Wagner Group, a Russian 

mercenary organisation accused of 
committing human rights abuses in the 
Central African Republic (CAR) and 
elsewhere. 
  In Africa, its � ghters are also involved 
in Libya, Sudan and Mozambique and 
look likely to play a role in Mali as well. 
� e EU stated that it would no longer 
train CAR government soldiers because 
of their links to Wagner.
  � e mercenaries are in CAR to 
support President Faustin-Archange 
Touadéra in the � ght against rebels, still 
controlling many parts of the country.    
  CAR had been embroiled in civil 
unrest since President François Bozizé 
was overthrown eight years ago. 
Touadéra, in power since a 2016 

election, had struggled to defeat rebel 
forces despite the presence of French 
and United Nations (UN) troops.
� e Russian mercenaries started 

working in the CAR in 2017, a� er the 
UN Security Council approved a 
Russian training mission there and 
li� ed the arms embargo of 2013. 

  � e UN had only agreed to the de-
ployment of 175 Russian trainers for the 
local military.
  In October 2017, President Touadéra 
travelled to Russia to sign security 
agreements with the Russian 
government, which included a request 
for military support in exchange for 
access to the country’s deposits of 
diamonds, gold and uranium.
  Despite Russian denials, analysts 
said armed Wagner operatives started 
operating in the CAR a� er the deal with 
Russia was signed. 
  Since then the group’s presence in the 
mineral-rich country had mushroomed. 
� is is of particular concern to the UN 
and France who had accused the 
  Wagner group of in� aming the con� ict 
by carrying out human rights abuses 
and extrajudicial killings.

The Russian mercenaries in the Central African Republic

The aftermath of the super typhoon which hit the Philippines.

Pope calls female abuse “satanic.”



WAYNE Mudge, one of the 
founders of Cape Five 
Exports, had been selected 

as new chairperson of the Fresh 
Produce Exporters’ Forum. 
  His history within the fruit industry 
from the start makes him the ideal 
candidate to take this Forum into the 
future.
  He was quoted in FreshPlaza saying 
that in 24 years, 2021 had been the 
toughest year ever. 
  “� e external challenges have been 
incredible and that with the problems 
being so widespread, it had been 
di�  cult to avoid getting caught up in 
them.”
  However, he said that the 
South African (SA) fruit industry now 

has a better working relationship with 
its government than ever before and 
that the digital meetings as a result of 

Covid had been one of the few silver 
linings during a problematic time.
  Mudge highlighted the fact that 
vessels were still bypassing 
South African ports, a decision 
closely related to SA’s ine�  cient 
state-run ports. 
  � is led to a reduction in shipping 
routes to the East which negatively 
impacted the SA fruit trade.
  “A lot of the factors impacting on us 
are beyond our control, driven by yields 
on other routes where shipping lines 
earn far more than shipping fruit from 
SA. 
  Where we have more than enough 
capacity and opportunities to the 
Middle East and the Far East, it had 
been curtailed by shipping lines 
reducing their services and their calls to 

South Africa.” 
  He showed a typical example of 
the e� ect of these disruptions - the 
reduced services available from 
SA to West Africa, with West Africa 
being a major destination for SA 
apples.
  “A year ago we had many options 
to West Africa and today we have 
one main option, MSC and 
another option although that is a longer 
voyage. 
  And as soon as you only have one real 
option, the rates go up,” he concluded.   
  According to shipping lines, the 
disruptions were likely to continue 
through 2022.
  But despite it all, Mudge believes that 
agriculture would continue to be a force 
for good.

� e festive season is a time of great 
concern when it comes to the safety 
of South African farmers. So said Maj. 
Gen. Chris van Zyl, deputy 
general manager of Transvaal Agri 
Union (TLU/TAU) in a recent 
statement.
  “� e time of year increases farm 
attacks and crime on farms. � ere are 
those who commit robbery and the�  to 
get something for the festive season and 
safety during the festive season is a very 
important issue and one that causes 
great concern,” he opined.
   Since November, several nationwide 
attacks and murders on farms had been 
reported with a de� nite increase.   
  According to Netwerk24, there were 
nine farm murders in the Free State in 
the last three months of 2020 with three 
more farm murders in the Free State 
since mid-November. Attacks had also 
been reported in KwaZulu-Natal and 
the Western Cape.
  Van Zyl said that one of the main 
reasons for these attacks is the belief 

that farmers have large amounts of cash 
with them this time of year to pay 
wages. He also warned against cash 
transactions for the purchase of 
livestock. 
  A decrease in vigilance and 
preparedness also play into the hands of 
robbers and attackers. 

  “I must emphasize how important 
involvement in your immediate 
environment is during this time. 
  You can and may not live in isolation. 
Remember, your neighbour is your 
nearest source of help.  
  TLU SA is a strong supporter of the 
farm guard system where volunteers 

work together to be of service to each 
other. 
  Rural security works best when there 
is cooperation between agricultural 
unions and the key role players. 
  � is is clear from examples in 
Mpumalanga, Limpopo and the 
Northwest where formal co-operation 
agreements are in place.”
  Maj. Gen. Van Zyl also mentioned the 
role of organised agriculture in the � ght 
against farm attacks. 
  “Di� erent agricultural unions must 
� nd each other and take a common 
stand, because lives and property are 
at stake. We cannot refer to it as mere 
the� . We must not underestimate the� .”
   He also highlighted TLU SA’s work on 
the long-term consequences of farm 
attacks, in the statement. 
  “We have access to a trauma network 
to help those who have been victims of 
farm attacks on the road to recovery.”
  Gen Maj Van Zyl can be contacted on 
072 716 9299. Alternatively, the General 
Manager of TLU SA can be reached on 
082 466 4470

SOUTH Africa’s (SA) agricultural 
machinery sales during 2021 had 
remained robust. 
  Wandile Sihlobo, commodities analyst 
at AgriBiz said that during the � rst 11 
months of this year, tractor sales rose 
by 25%.
  In a document on his predictions for 
the agricultural industry in SA, also 
stated that combine harvester’ sales 
grew satisfactorily and said that despite 
certain challenges, 2020/21 was another 
excellent agricultural season. 
  � is coincided with higher 

commodities prices boosting farmers’ 
� nances and subsequently, the 
machinery sales. 
  � is year’s data also pointed to the 
farmers’ optimism about the next 
season’s summer crop production 
season, whose planting started in 
October. Moreover, the favourable 
weather outlook and attractive grain 
prices were catalysts for a potentially 
good season. 
  Farmers intended to plant 4,34 million 
hectares of summer grains and oilseeds. 
� is is up by 5% from the former 
production season. 

  “� e winter crops are also poised for a 
large harvest, although the quality has 
deteriorated in some regions following 
excessive rains during the harvest 
period,” he said.
  In his summary, he concluded that it 
was initially thought the sales would 
cool o�  in the last two months when 
plantings had advanced and winter crop 
harvests were also at the tail end, “but 
recent data had proved us wrong.”
  � e optimism persists in the sector 
and the annual agricultural machinery 
sales for 2021 will likely be signi� cantly 
larger than the previous year, a good 

barometer for the industry at large.
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Agri to stay a force for good despite challenges

Festive season of great concern for SA farmers

SA agri industry remains robust

The festive season is a particular dangerous time for farmers (Image: FoodforMzansi)

Wayne Mudge, new chairman of SA’s 
Fresh Produce Exporters’ Forum

Wandile Sihlobo, commodities analyst 
at AgriBiz



DULLSTROOM had become 
extremely well known for its 
fabulous � shing spots. 
However not many know 

that this gorgeous location is also the 
perfect hiking getaway. 
  Tourists are encouraged to explore 
Dullstroom, not only for its famous 
� y-� shing, but for its exciting one-of-
a-kind pubs, restaurants, unique shops 
and stunning landscape, as well as 
enjoying this historic small town for its 
lovely hiking trails.
  Commonly referred to as ‘Scotland’s 
Only Outpost in Africa’, just a short 2 
hour’s drive from Gauteng, you’ll � nd 
the small town of Dullstroom to be a 
hiker’s paradise because of the 
cooler climate and clean air. Summer is 

quickly approaching, so why 
not head out to Dullstroom 
to enjoy a gentle or more 

challenging hike while taking in the 
most breath-taking scenery?
Here are some of our favourite 
Dullstroom highlights for you to enjoy:
AMA POOT POOT HIKING TRAIL
  � e Ama Poot Poot Hiking Trail starts 
on Uitvlugt Ponds Game Farm just 
outside of Dullstroom. 
  It is the perfect spot for fans of both 
hiking and � y-� shing! Uitvlugt Ponds 
Game Farm is hugely charming with its 
pubs, restaurants with great food, 
comfortable guest house to rest your 
weary head and great opportunities for 
trout � shing. 
  � e farm has two circular hiking trails, 
one of them the Reedbuck over 13km 
and the 6km Trout trail. 
  When combined, these two trails make 
up a perfect weekend of hiking, 
� shing, fun and adventure! Get 

ready to be among mountains with 
lovely views and cross ravines, rivers and 
streams as you wander among game to a 
10m high waterfall. 
  Here are rock pools, interesting rock 
formations and trout dams. It is up to 
you how energetic you wish to be and 
the trails can be individually 
undertaken.
HIGH FIVE HIKING TRAIL 
(Previously known as THE NUM NUM 
HIKING TRAIL)
  � is is a longer 3 – 5 day hike which is 
for more advanced hikers and not 
suitable for children with its hikes of 
between 2.5 and 9.5 km per day. 
  It includes many adventurous activities, 
crossing a variety of landscapes, swing 
bridges and climbing rope ladders
WATHABA HIKING TRAILS
  � ese hiking trails are situated 45 
minutes from Dullstroom in 
Machadodorp, with a choice of either 
the Lynx Loop or the Bosboekroete 

trail.
  � e Bosboekroete is an easy 4km 
hike with well-marked paths which are 
� anked by multiple identi� ed tree 
species, perfect for an educational nature 
getaway for the whole family. 
  You can expect to do some 
criss-crossing over bridges, rivers and 
streams, as well as swimming and 
picnicking in the Bald Ibis Gorge! � is 
trail leads back to the Wathaba Rainbow 
Falls and rock pool.
� e Lynx Loop leads through a nature 
conservation that is also well marked 
and is 10kms long and for more 
moderate hikers. 
  � is trail also consists of more than 
100 marked tree species, passes � ve 
stunning and refreshing waterfalls 
and some beautifully clear rock 
pools for a quick, refreshing swim. 
  You will be expected to walk up steps, 
cross bridges and rope ladders along the 
way.
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Mpumalanga travel-ready and expecting bumper festive season

Wednesday 22 December 2021

MPUMALANGA had, at the Expo 2020 
Dubai, announced that the province was 
ready to welcome both local and 
international tourists again following 
the announcement that the 
United Kingdom had taken South Africa 
o�  its red list. 
  It is expected that other countries 
would follow suit.
� e tourism o� erings of Mpumalanga 
were showcased as part of the South 
African (SA) programme to take all 
nine provinces and their plethora 
of tourist attractions to a global 
audience.   
  � e pavilion’s theme “� ink South 
Africa, � ink Opportunity,” also called 
on investors from around the world to 
consider SA as a business destination.
According to the CEO of 
Mpumalanga Tourism & Parks Agency 
(MTPA), Johannes Nobunga, the 
province is more than prepared to 
welcome tourists this festive season with 
all tourist attractions being Covid-
compliant. 
  “We want to remind travel partners 

that Mpumalanga is travel-ready. We 
want to assure travellers that we will be 
enforcing the Covid-19 health and safety 
protocols at all of our nature reserves 
and tourist attractions.”
  � e MTPA had launched its own 
Jab4Tourism campaign similar to the 
national programme on December 16 to 
encourage all of the province’s tourism 
sta�  to get vaccinated so as to get the 
industry back on its feet. 
  “� e Jab4Torurism campaign remains 
one of our priority programmes for this 
festive season. 
  � is will place con� dence in us from 
all of our visitors and convince people to 
choose Mpumalanga as preferred 
destination of choice,” Nobunga said.
MTPA’s Sma Dlamini, also said SA’s 

omission from the UK red list is a boon 
for the province to regain tourism 
traction. 
  “We are ready to welcome visitors 
and we are working very hard to 
come up with new products to entice 
visitors.” 
  Mpumalanga’s biggest attraction is the 
Kruger National Park, which, according 
to South African National Parks, 
attracted 1.5-million domestic and 
international visitors annually before 
Covid-19 halted tourism. 
  For the upcoming festive season, 
Dlamini said the Park will be open and 
safe for travellers. 
  “� e Kruger is open and people are 
already streaming to this 2-million 
hectare gem.”
  He also asked tourists to consider other 
parts of Mpumalanga as well. 
  � ey can also make their way to 
Sudwala Caves and for the more 
adventurous, a swing from the top of 
the Graskop Gorge might just be what is 
needed a� er a long year.
  Dlamini added that the province’s most 
exciting development was the 
installation of a glass skywalk at God’s 

Window, “almost like the one at the 
Grand Canyon”. 
  Visitors will be able to get a heady view 
of the lush indigenous forested ravine 
900 metres below their feet. 
  � e skywalk is due to be complete in 
2023. In the meantime, a glass li�  can be 
taken deep into the montane areas of the 
ravine.

The glass skywalk at God’s Window which 
will be completed in 2023.

The Sudwala Caves

Dullstroom in Mpumalanga off ers more than just 
fl y-fi shing.

The scenery and beauty of Dullstroom is some of the 
most beautiful in Mpumalanga.

Golfi ng among the majestic mountains

Sales Manager: Gugu on 072-829-4886 or gugu@newshorn.co.za

Dullstroom – Anything but dull

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane 

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane 
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Travel between Portugal and Moz to 
continue

Another industrial park planned for Mozambique
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PORTUGAL would allow � ights to and 
from Mozambique with strict rules.
  In an inter-ministerial order signed 
by the Portuguese ministries of Foreign 
A� airs, Health and Internal 
Administration, Portugal authorised 
essential travel to and from 

Mozambique, South Africa, Botswana, 
Eswatini, Lesotho, Namibia and 
Zimbabwe.
  � is required that passengers on 
these � ights, as well as passengers who, 
regardless of origin, present a passport 
with a  record of departure from those 
countries, to comply, a� er entering 

mainland Portugal, with a period of 
preventative isolation of 14 days at home 
or in a place indicated by the health 
authorities.
  However, according to the order, the 
required isolation of these passengers 
would not be applicable to those who 
obtain a negative result in a nucleic acid 
ampli� cation test (NAAT) or rapid 
antigen test (RAT) performed on the 
third day a� er arrival. 
  It would also not be applicable to 
passengers who remain in mainland 
Portugal for a maximum period of 48 
hours. 
  � is pertained to people entering 
Portugal by sea or land.
� e ruling came into e� ect at 00:00 on 
Saturday last weekend changing the 
order in late November, to suspend 
air tra�  c to Mozambique and other 
southern African countries as a result of 
Omicron.

NEXT year will see the expansion of 
Mozambique’s industrial park with a 
view to reducing the import of goods 
and consumer products. 
  Minister of Industry and Commerce, 
Carlos Mesquita, told Radio 
Mozambique that a robust 
industrial park focused on the formal 
sector, would engender greater revenue 
collection for the state.
  António Moura, Portugal’s 
ambassador to Mozambique, 
highlighted the role of the private 
sector as a strategic partner to ensure 
the materialisation of the country’s 
Mais Emprego programme which is 
especially aimed at young people in 
Cabo Delgado. 
  Under this initiative, the Portuguese 
government is planning to, by 2024, 
make €4.2 million available to foster job 
opportunities for young people in this 
area which had seen continued jihadist 

destruction.
  � e country already boasts the 
Beluluane Industrial Park (BIP) in 
Maputo, Mozambique’s biggest free 
trade zone. 
  Established through a Public-
Private-Partnership in 2000, it provides 
a robust business environment for 

companies operating in Mozambique, 
Sub-Saharan Africa and beyond.
  BIP is home to Africa’s key players 
within the manufacturing, industrial, 
import and export business with 35 
companies employing more than 5,000 
people, expected to increase to 50 000 as 
it continues to grow.

Portugal had resumed fl ights to and from Mozamabique.

Another industrial park, such as Beluluane Industrial Park, (pictured here), is planned 
for Mozambique.
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Jihadist 
attacks in Moz 
decrease in 
2021

MOZAMBIQUE’S President, Filipe 
Nyusi,  said fewer jihadist attacks 
had occurred during 2021 as opposed 
to the previous years a� er Rwanda 
and neighbouring countries assisted 
his country a� er four years’ of 
insurgencies.
  Especially the country’s gas-rich Cabo 
Delgado province had been devastated 
by Islamic State-linked militant attacks 
since 2017, killing at least 3,340 people 
and displacing more than 800,000 
others. 
  Since July this year, more than 3 000 
African, European and US soldiers were 
deployed to the Northern Province to 
quell the unrest.
  Despite ongoing attacks against 
villages and civilians on a weekly 
basis, Nyusi told parliament that 
“we were able to reduce terrorist attacks 
by three times.” 
  Last year, Mozambique saw more than 
160 attacks, reduced to 52 in 2021. 
  He said it was thanks in part to 
“military cooperation” with Rwanda 
and the Southern African Development 
Community.
  According to the President, recent 
operations led to the capture of 245 
suspected terrorists and killing of 
another 200 and 10 of its leaders.
  With warnings of jihadists now 
moving to other areas, Nyusi 
discouraged the displaced from 
returning to their villages.

President Filipe Nyusi



Tiger Woods narrowly missed 
out making a winning return to 
competitive action a� er a car accident 
in February this year. 
  Alongside him was his 12-year 
old son, Charlie, who for a 
second year, played with his legendary 
dad during a father-and-son game 
at the PNC 
Championship.
  � e 15-time major champion 
used a golf cart to get around 
Ritz-Carlton Golf Course, playing 
in his signature red shirt, teamed up 

with his son to 
post 11 
consecutive 
birdies over 36 
holes. 
  � is champion 
display helped 
them card a 
� nal-round 57 
in the scramble 
format to grab 
solo second.   
  Two-time 
major 
champion, John 
Daly and his 

son, also called John, matched 
Woods’ total to claim a two-shot 
victory and end the weekend 
on a tournament record of 27 
under.
  Woods demonstrated he still 
processed his impressive short-game 
by getting close to the � ag with 
numerous approaches during his 
round, while his son’s length o�  the 
tee and strong putting played a big 
part in the team’s surge up the leader 
board. Nothing quite like inherited 
raw talent and great genes!

AS a result of a COVID-19 
outbreak among members and 
trainers, Amakhosi could not 

honour two Premier Soccer League 
(PSL) games this year.
  � e Chiefs requested a postponement 
of these matches as a result, but the 
National Soccer League (NSL) denied 
their request. 
  Forty-eight (48) members in their 
camp contracted the virus.
  In a statement by the PSL it showed 
that a� er this decision, Kaizer Chiefs 
took the issue to the NSL Executive 
Committee. 
  Amakhosi was asked to provide 

supporting proof for their request.
Finally, PSL Exco’s Senior Counsel, 
taking into consideration information 
supplied from the League’s Chief 
Medical O�  cer, found that Kaizer 
Chiefs had not su�  ciently established a 
basis to reverse the decision.
  � e decision of the Football 
Department stands and the request to 
postpone Amakhosi’s matches for 
December 2021 was declined. 
  � e PSL would host a press conference 
during the � rst week of the New Year 
and until then, made it clear that the 
League would not be available to 
comment further until then.
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Tiger Woods and son throw shade at PNC Championship
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