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What is happening in eSwatini?

A

CCORDING to independent
news reports, close to 100
people had been killed in recent
weeks by members of the Royal Swazi
Police Service and the Umbutfo
Eswatini Defence Force (UEDF) in
a crackdown against pro-democracy
protesters.
Allegations of torture and abduction
of activists and journalists in one of the
world’s last absolute monarchies had
also made headlines.
Footage from hidden cameras which
had been shared showed several
incidents of police brutality, citizens
beaten by soldiers during house
searches and police firing
indiscriminately at protesters and

Pro-democracy protests in eSwatini had
led to allegations of police brutality.

people. Former journalists had collated
secretly filmed footage.
One such video showed police
killing an unarmed man whom they had
pushed up against a wall.
The authenticity of these videos had
since been verified. Tears gas and water
cannons had also been used to try to
restore order.

Daily Maverick had so far compiled a
list of 45 names of people who had been
killed by police as local NGO’s,
nurses and mortuary attendants
supplied information.
Most of these incidents of
brutality seemed to occur around
Manzini, Matsapha and Nhlangano.
So far, none of these videos had been
posted on social media as people fear
for their lives should they do so.
According to BBC, King Msawti III
had been quiet during all this but had
since broken his silence to say the
anti-monarchy protests were “satanic.”
Opposition supporters called for the
demonstration despite being invited by
King Mswati III to a meeting to discuss
their grievances.

Tokyo’s Olympic Games hanging in the balance
WITH the first events scheduled to
have started on Wednesday, July 21, the
Olympic Games were mired in
controversy and criticism as big
sponsoring companies and advertisers
were distancing themselves from plans
to go ahead.
Many top industry executives were not
planning to attend the opening and
various television advertisements, such
as that of Toyota Motor as main
sponsor, would not be aired with any
Olympian-related events.
With 20 000 athletes, coaches, referees
and other officials flocking from around
the globe to the Olympian Village in
Tokyo, various cases of COVID-19
infectious had been recorded. Staff
members and residents working at the
Games had also tested positive, over and
above athletes and other team members.
Even vaccinated athletes from America
had tested positive for the virus while
members of a female gymnastics’ team

had also fallen ill.
Athletes training outside Tokyo
had reportedly been diagnosed with
COVID-19 as well as had senior
members of the US basketball team
who had been fully vaccinated and took
every safety precaution. The US men’s’
team are without a guard and a team
The Olympian Village in Tokyo, Japan.
member.
sports director, said “there is no such
Olympic organisers said their
safety measures could only limit and not thing as zero risk,” adding that the
Olympic Village would be “a
totally rule out positive COVID cases.
Two South African soccer team players COVID-safe environment but not
COVID-free.”
and one official had tested positive.
The Japanese public remained anxious
Britain’s teams also suffered a setback as
about the Olympics amid a slow rollout
a member tested positive at Tokyo’s
of vaccines and a recent rise in
Airport upon landing from the UK and
coronavirus cases in the capital.
six other athletes and staff
Daily case counts have exceeded 1,000
members were also found to be positive.
for several days for the first time since
An athlete from the Czech Republic
mid-May.
was the latest to test positive before the
Tokyo is under a state of emergency.
opening of the Games.
The Games were already a year late due
At a news conference over the
to COVID-19 and huge financial losses
weekend, Christophe Dubi, the
were staring Japan in the face.
International Olympic Committee’s

Climate change wreaking havoc across the globe
WITH floods and mudslides killing
hundreds across Europe, a report from
the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) predicted that a
huge surge in coastal flooding
awaited every coast in the United Stated
by 2030.
The National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
in the States had already in 2019
reported 600 such floods on the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts.
These floods are predicted to
sometimes occur in clusters lasting a
month or longer, depending on the
positions of the Moon, Earth and the
Sun.
When the Moon and Earth line up in
specific ways with each other and the
Sun, the resulting gravitational pull and
the ocean’s corresponding response may

health issues.
The higher seas, amplified by the lunar cycle,
would cause a leap in
flood numbers on almost
all U.S.
mainland coastlines,
Hawaii, and Guam. Only
far northern coastlines
such as Alaska would
be spared for another
Flooding will increase globally as a result of climate
change
decade or longer because
these land areas are rising
leave city dwellers coping with floods
due
to
long-term
geological processes.
every day or two. Low-lying areas near
Researchers
uncovered
these tipping
sea level were considered at increasing
points in flood numbers by studying 89
risk.
Phil Thompson, an assistant professor tide gauge locations in every coastal U.S.
at the University of Hawaii and the lead state and territory but Alaska.
A high-tide flood tool already exists
author of the new study, published this
on the NASA team’s sea level portal, a
month in Nature Climate Change, said
that regular high-tide floods could lead resource for decision-makers, urban
planners and the general public.
to business and job losses and public
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Huge shipment of
illegal goods from
SA confiscated in
the East

A shocking amount of illegal rhino horn
and lion bones were found shipped from
SA to Vietnam.

SOUTH Africa’s (SA) inability to stop
poaching had once again put the
country in the world’s negative
conservation spotlight.
In the latest incident to make
international headlines, more than
138kg of rhino horn and more than
three (3) tons of lion bones had been
confiscated at the Tien Sa port in
Vietnam. The container was labelled as
wood products.
Vietnamese port police discovered a
regular line transporting banned goods
from SA to Vietnam and started an
undercover project to join the global
fight against wildlife trade.
Working with the Anti-smuggling and
Investigations Department, Vietnam’s
General Police Department of
Customs, the Environmental Police
and the Ministry of Industry and Trade
monitored the shipments and found
this shocking shipment containing
endangered fauna specified in the
Appendix of Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES).
The Department of Forestry, Fisheries
and the Environment, the South
African Police Service and The
National Prosecuting Authority of SA
are now dealing with the matter.
The question remains – how capable
are our port authorities to stop this
or is this once again a SA situation of
bribery and corruption?
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WHO calls vaccine rollouts a “failure”
T
“
HE Chief of the World Health
Organisation (WHO), Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, said the
“world was failing to stop COVID-19.”
He blamed an uneven vaccine rollout
and said it was worsening the pandemic
crisis worldwide.
Ghebreyesus said this during the
opening of the Tokyo Olympic Games.
“The pandemic is a test the world is
failing.

More than four million people have
died and more continue to die. Already
this year the number of deaths is more
than double last year’s total,” Tedros
said.
He said 75% of vaccines had been
administered in just 10 countries.
“The haves are opening up, the
have-nots are locking down,” he said,
adding: “This is the thing about an
inferno, if you hose only one part of it
the rest will continue to burn.”

The threat is not over
anywhere until it’s over
everywhere. Anyone who
thinks the pandemic is over
is living in a fool’s paradise,”
- WHO’’

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesusm chief of
WHO
Tedros said he hoped the subdued
Games would provide the world with
much needed good news in a
pandemic-tired world.

UK deports ex-Zimbabwean convicts
THE British government is deporting
50 Zimbabweans released from jail after
serving their terms in British jails for a
variety of offences.
This would include those who had
been in Britain on false pretences.
The former prisoners are returning
home involuntarily after having
exhausted all legal measures to stay in
the United Kingdom (UK).
Returnees would undergo a COVID-19
test before arrival in Zimbabwe.
Part of the agreement between the UK
embassy and the Zimbabwean

African soil this week.
Foreign Affairs and
International Trade
Ministry acting spokesperson, Livit Mugejo, confirmed
the development saying the
individuals were classified as
Foreign National Offenders.
“Any country in the world
has a right to deport any
Any country is allowed to deport foreigners.
foreigner from its
Government was that no more than 100
country.
people would be arriving on a monthly
The advent of Covid-19 had slowed
basis.
down involuntary repatriations,” he
This time only 50 would land back on
said.

Last week South Africa deported 220
Zimbabweans via Beitbridge
border post as the country moved to
decongest migrants holding centres
and minimise the rate of new Covid-19
infections.
Most of those deported had violated
immigration laws (undocumented and
overstaying).
In the case of voluntary returns, the
UK government is offering support
through various programmes for
reintegration back into the community
in co-operation with the International
Organisation for Migration (IOM).

Kidnappings on the increase in Nigeria
MOTORCYCLE bandits are
increasingly terrorising northern
Nigeria and kidnapping women and
children.
Authorities in the area had managed to
free 100 women and children (mainly
nursing infants), kidnapped last month
in Zamfara state.
During the kidnapping, four people
were also killed.
Kidnapping had been rife in
Zamfara, with more than 1 000
people abducted since December
last year, mainly for ransom money.
Some of those too poor to pay a
ransom had their loved ones killed
in what was being called a

humanitarian crisis.
According to government, the
kidnappers, aka bandits, were armed
robbers, cattle rustlers and other
armed militia largely motivated by
money.
What started in 2014 as mass
abductions of students by Boko Haram
Islamist militants, had become more
commonplace, spilling over into
Kaduna and Katsina, neighbouring
states to Zamfara.
Earlier this week during a police raid
against a criminal gang, a plane from
the Nigerian Air Force was shot down.
President Muhammadu Buhari had
since ordered the country’s military to
flush out criminals.

Schoolchildren are among those who are regularly kidnapped in Nigeria
(Image: Sky News)

Chinese die in flooded subway trains
as trains were flooded
underground.
More than 20
centimetres of rain fell
in one hour in
Zhengzhou, the
provincial capital
where more than
100 000 people had
been evacuated due to
rising water.
Almost 13 million
Chinese live in the
People drowned in underground subway trains in China. capital on the banks of
(Image: BBC)
the Yellow River.
According to state media, thousands of
SEVERE weather storms had claimed
emergency workers had been deployed
the lives of subway travellers in China

and so far 12 people had been
found to have drowned in the railway
car.
In the nearby city of Gongyi at least
four people were confirmed dead and
more than 20,000 people forced to leave
their homes after torrential rain in the
area.
Though flooding during the summer
months is an annual occurrence in
parts of China, recent record-breaking
rains were alarming scientists and
officials, raising questions as to
whether the country was prepared to
deal with more extreme and
unpredictable weather caused by climate
change.

news@newshorn.co.za

Video footage shared online showed
terrified commuters up to their
necks in rising water inside the
carriages, while others were braving
dark floodwater surging along
subway tracks.
Other online posts show residents on
streets in water up to their hips while
others were trapped in underground
malls.
People were making human chains and
tying themselves to others in order not
to be swept away.
The city’s subway system with seven
lines and 153 stations had in the
meantime suspended all operations after
the incident.

10

AGRITALK by Alex Ross-Innes

Wednesday 28 July 2021

As SA burns, KZN farmers take hands to keep
some shops stocked

T

HE Durban fresh produce market
remained closed but farmers
had made a plan to feed the long
queues of people desperate for food at
the few shops which managed to remain
open during days of civil unrest across
the country.
Should the market re-open by the time
this article is published, stocks would be
very low.
Across KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) residents
of the province joined queues for the
basic foods, among which fruit and
vegetables.
With the scarcity of petrol, many had to
walk kilometres only to find that no food
was available.
Those staying up all night to patrol
their neighbourhood had not eaten in
many days and neither did their
families.

As communities came together to keep
their food sources safe, Hilton Mall in
KZN has suﬃcient fresh produce as
farmers made a plan to ensure delivery.

With condemnation for the insurrection
coming from all avenues, farmers had
made a plan to keep the few shops still
trading, stocked with fruit and
vegetables.
No food trucks had been allowed into
the Durban metro and cold storages had
closed. Various operations at terminals
at the city’s harbour had also been
terminated.

According to major fleet ship owner,
Maersk, operations at other ports were
continuing as Transnet Port Authorities
and Transnet Freight Rail were assisting
vendors to find solutions and available
alternatives to customers.
The Federation of East and Southern
African Road Transport Association had
released a statement highlighting the
impact on the region: “What has
happened in SA this last week has also
impacted hugely on other landlocked
countries in the Southern African
Development Community (SADC)
region, who rely heavily on SA for
imports of fuel, groceries,
pharmaceuticals, mining equipment/
spares, vehicle spares, tyres and much
more.
Those countries that have used SA as
a transit route for exports through the
Port of Durban will now turn to

alternate routes for exports such as
Walvis Bay in Namibia, Beira in
Mozambique and Dar es Salaam in
Tanzania.”
At those shops which had re-opened,
customers got sixty seconds to grab only
10 to 20 items, with pork the only meat.
Milk and bread were also in short
supply, but thanks to the ingeniousness
of the SA farmers, no particular
shortages in fresh produce were
experienced.
According to various retail managers in
KZN, the community reaction to keep
stores safe and the ability of farmers to
arrange food “was amazing.”
This once more showed the value of
local production which, as a result of
looting and destruction, could lose its
foothold in the export market, driving
what is left of the SA economy into
further decline.

CGA responds to civil unrest and unveils recovery plan for fruit industry
Many growers, shippers and
IN order to deal with the impact of the
transporters had dispatched produce for
the export markets to Durban but most
current social unrest in South Africa
(SA), the Citrus Growers’ Association
vessels in the harbour still needed to be
(CGA) conducts a daily meeting to
unloaded.
Some operations were continuing
discuss issues surrounding the industry
with input from Transnet, cold stores,
under strict safety conditions, but it
container depots, transport carriers,
would become gridlocked if vehicles
shipping lines, government departments with produce kept on arriving.
and other role-players.
With the situation in KwaZulu-Natal
To stay updated, growers and farmers
still highly volatile, the advice from the
CGA was to keep trucks back until
are referred to the CGA website
www.cga.co.za for daily situation reports. further advice.
Despite the N3 having been re-opened,
As chemical depots responsible for
pesticides had been destroyed, farmers
the CGA said that trade lanes should
be opened sequentially and caution was had been advised to stock up in
preparation for the 2022 crop.
advised.

Deliveries of fresh produce had been
impacted by SA’s civil unrest (Image:
FreshPlaza)

The CGA’s chief executive officer, Jason
Chadwick, in his latest newsletter, asked
that harvesting and packing should be

slowed down for at least a week. It could
also become difficult to obtain cartons
for packaging and growers should
regularly check with suppliers.
The CGA is working with the
Department of Agriculture, Land
Reform and Rural Development and SA’s
official Perishable Produce Export
Certification Agency to ensure
alternative ports are identified to
receive fruit from the north, in
particular Maputo and Cape Town.
Meetings with these organisations
would continue with regards to
re-inspections to minimise disruptions
while complying with phyto-sanitary
regulations.

Durban harbour hopes to resume loading this week
ACCORDING to online agri news
aggregator, FreshPlaza, the managing
director of Werda Cargo, Daniël
Bosman, had asked the country to pray
for truck drivers, some of whom had
been stuck for six days on the way to
Durban, without food.
In Mpumalanga, the very expensive
option of diverting high-value late
mandarins overseas had been resorted
to.
Storage cold rooms were filling up
fast in the province and farmers had to
choose to either see their export crops go
to waste or pay for a return trip to Cape
Town harbour.
With the table grape season now in
resting mode, surplus capacity could be
secured, 1600km from
Mpumalanga, doubling transport costs

had not yet declared force majeure as
container vessels are creating a backlog
in the harbour. Richard’s Bay Harbour
had however already declared force
majeur.
According to a statement sent out by
senior members of Durban Harbour,
staff was concentrating on housekeeping
issues and loading those vessels which
were ready to depart.
Working with skeleton staff, backlog
Getting citrus out into world. Left to right: Jimmy Mosamo, Alson Marobela and
and discharge issues would be dealt with
Werner Rooi from Werda Cargo truck drivers stranded at a truck stop in Durban for
as soon as the unrest abated.
ﬁve days without food as chaos erupted around them. (Image: FreshPlaza)
The pushback from ordinary South
and eating into profit needed for the next houses would resume business this week, Africans against the anarchy which
the police and SA Army could not
planting season.
Durban resident and the SA Citrus
contain had resulted in unexpected
Instead of paying R15 per carton, it cost Growers’ Association CEO, Justin
positive outcomes, such as the
farmers R30 per box to ensure high-end Chadwick, had warned that this port
protection of Mpumalanga’s capita,
fruit such as mandarins reach the
could stay compromised.
Mbombela (Nelspruit), by taxi
European Union and the East.
In the meantime, Durban container
While hopes are high that Durban pack terminals, while safeguarding their staff, organisations.
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Hyundai’s new Kona is an eye-catcher
THE Hyundai Kona, a success story for
the vehicle brand, had undergone some
major and very flattering changes.
Since its launch four years ago, almost
2 000 models had been sold in South
Africa (SA).
It is predicted the new N Line with
its modern trimmings and sporty look
would appeal even more to the younger
set.
SangYup Lee, senior vice president
and head of Hyundai’s Global
Design Centre, said the car “gives
a happy vibe and originated from a
positive spirit.”
“We are excited about the new
Kona – Hyundai’s designers have really
done a fine job with the new styling
features.
We expect Kona sales to grow and that
this crossover model will take a stronger
position in our leisure vehicle line-up,”
said Stanley Anderson, sales and
operations director of Hyundai
Automotive SA.
The new Kona will be available in South
Africa in three variants with two
specification and trim levels: the Kona
2.0 Nu Executive with an Intelligent

for the 1.6 T-GDi Executive and 1.6
T-GDi N Line respectively.
The new Kona comes with six exterior
colours: Surfy Blue, Ignite Flame, Cyber
Gray, Phantom Black, Atlas White, Dark
Knight and Pulse Red.
All colours can be combined with the
Phantom Black two-tone roof for the 1.6
T-GDi Executive and N Line derivatives.
The upgraded and stylish new Huyndai
The interior of the new Kona was
Kona
designed to express a more sophisticated
and progressive appearance.
Variable Transmission (IVT); the Kona
A rugged, yet refined look
1.6 T-GDi Executive with a 7-speed
matches the exterior boldness, appealing
Dual Clutch Transmission (DCT); and
the flagship Kona 1.6 T-GDi N Line, also to customers with an active lifestyle.
A new console is disconnected from the
with the DCT.
instrument panel to stress the horizontal
The design updates on the front
layout, appearing wide for a spacious
and rear give the new Kona an even
atmosphere.
sleeker, sophisticated look, adding to
An electronic parking brake is now
the bold, progressive design of the 2018
available in the N Line variant as a
model.
standard convenience feature.
Eye-catching, protective cladding
New ambient lighting illuminates the
panels and a stretched bonnet ending
cup holder and foot wells, while an
sharply over the centre grille with a
aluminium-like finish adds refinement.
wide, distinctive shape, leads to a
The Kona’s rear cargo area had been
powerful look.
enlarged and second row legroom had
Added to all the other updates, the
also been improved, along with
latest model also sports an updated
USB-port access for second-row
17-inch wheel design for the Kona 2.0
Executive with different 18-inch wheels passengers.
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The new Kona N Line had been
equipped with a range of Hyundai’s
SmartSense safety and driving assist
features such as smart cruise control,
Blind Spot, rear and forward
Collision-avoidance Assist, Safe exit
Assist and Fatigue Detection/Driver
Attention Warning, to name but a few.
All Kona derivatives are equipped with
an Electronic Stability Program and
Vehicle Stability Management,
Electronic Brake Force Distribution,
Downhill Brake Control and Hill start
Assist Control.
The Hyundai Kona had received a full
five-star safety rating in the European
New Car Assessment Programme.
Pricing
The suggested retail prices of the three
derivatives in the Hyundai Kona range
are:
Kona 2.0 Nu Executive (auto): R449 900
Kona 1.6 T-GDi Executive DCT: R499
900
Kona 1.6 T-GDi N-Line DCT: R579 900
Included in the prices are a 7-year /
200 000 km manufacturer’s warranty,
a 5-year / 75 000 km service plan and
roadside assistance for 7 years or 150 000
km.
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Caf plans World Soccer tournament every
second year
A
Alex Rose-Innes

T a recent Fifa meeting, South
African (SA) billionaire, Patrick
Motsepe, chaired an executive
committee which backed the Saudi
Arabian proposal to host Caf ’s soccer
tournament every two years.
With Caf governing soccer in Africa,
a continental Super League is planned
and bids for the final money spinning
events would open in November this
year. With Motsepe in the mix, SA

could see another opportunity to use
the mega stadiums built for the 2010
World Cup and which are now going to
waste.
These matches bring in millions and
this would see Africa’s football fraternity
boosting its empty coffers.
Some teams are worried that such a
tournament, together with the Africa
Cup of Nations would lead to
Patrick Motsepe
congestion, but a feasibility study would for the two tournaments as during the
be undertaken.
2006 and 2010 competitions, could
Fifa thinks that combining qualifying
address this possible issue.

No further details about the proposed
competition are currently available.
In April this year, 12 European clubs
announced a Super League of their
own. However, all teams except a few
top names pulled out after widespread
criticism.
The 2021-2022 Caf Champions League
and Caf Confederation Cup
competitions would kick off in the
second week of September this year
with the preliminary and first-round
draws to be made by next month.

Female rugby player rises from slum to international sport
Alex Rose-Innes

SAMIYAH Ayikoru (22) had become a
beacon of light for many
underprivileged young African women.
Starting to play rugby at age seven (7)
in an urban slum in Uganda, this girl
had since won many awards as female
player of the year and is now an
international player and certified world
rugby coach.
She spent the largest part of her life
going hungry, but saw that hard work
and passion could lead to a better life.
Samiyah only had boys to play against
while honing her skills which saw her
reach the top of her game.
At the same time, she had to make
huge sacrifices as child head of her

Samiyah Ayikoru
household with many siblings to feed
and take care of.
Rugby became her safe place and the
rugby ball her ticket out of slum life and

poverty. She made
her first national
team at age 16
and today she is
blazing the way for
other underprivileged girls.
As one of 12 African females who
represent Rugby
Africa Unstoppable, she is well
aware that sport,
passion and
dedication,
discipline en
confidence, could transform a life.
With rugby opening many doors for
her, Samiyah empowers girls to rise
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above their circumstances through sport
and live a healthy and responsible life.
As a Rugby Africa ambassador for
Uganda she had been able to reach out
to girls and women in slums and rural
areas and teach them about rugby and
its benefits to an individual and the
community they live in.
Women’s Rugby manager at Rugby
Africa, Maha Zaoui, said she
personified the essence of what Rugby
Africa stood for.
“Samiyah has proven repeatedly that
she has unstoppable qualities and is a
trailblazer in women’s rugby.
She comes with a
compelling story that raises the profile
and promotes diversity in the game.”

