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Hyundai wins big at international design awards
Earlier this year, the 45 shone at
various international design
competitions, ensuring that the
upcoming release of IONIQ 5,
Hyundai’s first dedicated EV in the new
IONIQ line-up brand, would be a global
favourite.
The Prophecy edition which was
unveiled last March, is Hyundai’s
visionary concept signifying the
future design of EV’s. As with the 45 EV
concept car, it favours clean lines and
minimalistic structures.
The Prophecy won “Best of the Best”
in the 2020 Red Dot Awards’ Design
Concept group was also named a finalist
Launching a new era in Electric Vehicles (EV’s), Hyundai managed to bring the
for the 2020 International Design
future closer
Excellence Awards.
Senior
vice-president
of
the
company
Another big win went to the all-new
Alex Rose-Innes
and head of global design, SangYup Lee, 2021 Elantra, which made its debut
HE Hyundai Motor Compasaid the awards were proof that
earlier this year. The seventh generation
ny won four GOOD DESIGN®
Hyundai’s vision of forging strong
Elantra offers a futuristic and innovative
Awards for 2020 in the
emotional connections between humans look and feel, thanks to its Parametric
Transportation category. Two awards
and their cars had paid off.
Dynamics design elements.
were scooped up by Hyundai’s 45 and
The 45 EV concept car was first seen
The vehicle’s exterior design is adorned
Prophecy Electric Vehicle (EV) concept
at the international Frankfurt Motor
with unique style features including a
cars and the other two were awarded to
Show two years ago. Its iconic design is parametric-jewel-pattern grille and a
the all-new 2021 Hyundai Elantra and
defined by its monocoque style, while its H-tail Lamp that creates a Hyundai
the Hyundai Hi-Charger, an ultra-fast
aerodynamic and light-weight look was “flying H” logo-like shape.
EV charging infrastructure.
inspired by aircrafts.
The interior further complements the
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Ford releases latest trend report
Alex Rose-Innes

THE ninth annual Looking Further
with Ford Trends Report showed how
consumers adapted to life during a pandemic. While 69% of adults globally said
they feel overwhelmed by the changes
taking place in the world, 47% indicated
that it had been “easier than I imagined.”
Younger generations had taken it
harder than their older peers: 63% of
Gen Zers said adapting had been harder
than they imagined with only 42% of
Boomers agreeing.
Ford focuses on global trends each year
to gain insight into how consumers are
changing, what the business needs to
understand about shifting consumer
behaviours and what comes next in
Ford Raptor
terms of connecting with them.
“As we barrel into 2021 and look
respondents across 14 countries. Other
forward to a post-pandemic world, it’s
trends highlighted in the report include:
clear that the changes brought about
•Time to Escape: “What day is it?”
by COVID-19 have changed us – but
had become a common refrain as the
to what degree?” said Sheryl Connelly,
demarcations between work and life
global consumer trends manager for
disappear. To beat back the monotony of
Ford Motor Company.
the pandemic and the confines of home,
“Ford and other companies are keenly
consumers are looking for new ways to
interested to know which changes would escape – and many are seeking refuge in
stay long after COVID is in our rear
their vehicles. More than 1 in 4 adults
view mirror.
globally who own a vehicle say they use
The 2021 Ford Trends Report was
their vehicle to relax. Close to 1 in 5 say
compiled from a global survey of
they use their vehicle to find privacy.

And 17% say they use it as a place to
work.
•Traﬃc Detour: The pandemic may have
you feeling stuck, but personal
transportation is flourishing. Bike sales
have soared and cities have shut down
streets to make space for cyclists.
Car sales have boomed as people seek
security in knowing they can control
their environment. And smart city
planning is accelerating the way for fully
implemented autonomous driving. 67%
of adults globally say they are “hopeful
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Elantra’s overall appeal with a 10-inch
information-display cluster and
infotainment system.
The Hyundai Hi-Charger, which
bagged the fourth design award at the
prestigious *70th competition, (see
below), is said offer a completely new
charging experience to EV owners.
The 350kW ultra-fast charger enables
users to easily power their EV’s without
feeling the weight of connectors and
cables. The user simply chooses the
position of a vehicle’s charging port on a
digital screen and a connector automatically rotates and descends to the selected point for an effortless connection.
Earlier this year, the Hyundai
Hi-Charger also won a prize in the User
Experience Design category of the 2020
Red Dot Design Awards.
Celebrating its 70th anniversary, the
GOOD DESIGN Awards program is
one of the oldest design competitions
in the world. Every year, the program
selects a list of products and industry
leaders in design and manufacturing
that have chartered new directions for
innovation and pushed the envelope
for competitive products in the world
marketplace.

about the future of autonomous
vehicles.”
* The results for Ford Trends 2021
are based on 13,005 online interviews
across 14 countries, conducted
under the direction of The Harris Poll.
The survey was conducted among the
general population, ages 18 years and
older in the following countries:
Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, India, Italy,
Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Spain, United
Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom
and the United States.
Respondents from Saudi Arabia and
United Arab Emirates were required
to be nationals of their respective
countries; data from these two countries were combined and analysed in
aggregate.
All fieldwork took place between
October 27 and November 12, 2020.
While the data within countries
were weighted to be representative,
the overall sample of 13,005 was not
weighted across countries.
That is, we do not claim that aggregated data is representative based on
country population sizes across the
participating countries.
For the full Looking Further with
Ford 2021Trends Report, visit www.
fordtrends.com
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Singer aims to motivate, encourage
and heal through song
T

Katlego Kalamane

HE past year was diﬃcult for all
South Africans. I thought it was
going to be a year of change but
then we were attacked by COVID-19
and sadly the cases of women abuse,
child kidnapping and rape also
escalated,” musician Leah Heavens said
during an interview with NewsHorn.
Heavens, whose real name is
Nomcebo Nkosi, spoke about the
inspiration behind her soon to be released debut EP, Ubumnyama.
Nkosi added that she started working
on the project which means Darkness
last year during lockdown.
“I decided to call this EP Ubumnyama
because of the year 2020. I have never
thought I would see so many
South Africans losing hope.
The country was and still is in so much
pain because of the virus and gender
based violence.
The 21-year-old Seswati vocalist said:
“The EP consists of four songs which
I wrote. The aim of this project is to
motivate, encourage and heal people. I
want people to have something they can

relate to when listening to my music.
It’s not just a message but I also want to
bring something different to the music
industry.”
“I have always been a lover of music as
my musical journey started at the age
11.
As a result, both in primary and high
school I had always taken part in school
choirs and talent shows. I have always
imagined myself being a star,” she said.
“There are two women who inspired
me within the music industry, Brenda
Fassie and Lebo Mathosa, because both
are true representations of hard work,”
said the Pienaar-born muso.
She added that she worked with
Siyabonga Maluleka known as DJ STD
MP from Pienaar, who produced three
of her songs, as well as Khululekani
Ngwenyama, known as DJ fellas from
Ngodini who produced one of her songs
on the EP. Mafe3to Musique assisted
me with the EP to ensure it becomes a
success.
“Ubumnya will be released this
January and I pray that all
South Africans receive it well,” she
concluded.
The aim of this project is to motivate, encourage and heal people.
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Siswati Hip YouTuber sees her project’s success
Hop MC drops through hard work
latest single

Hlatshwayo creating one her home
décor items.
Katlego Kalamane
Nkosi’s single was also selected as song
of the week by one of the biggest SiSwati
WITH her mantra that “the world is
radio stations.
your inheritance,” 27-year-old, Sobahle
Hlatshwayo, is claiming her part through
Katlego Kalamane
hard work and perseverance in digital
ISWATI Hip Hop sensation,
space.
SooPurB aka Colani Nkosi
Hlatshwayo, the founder of
dropped his new and latest
s_h project and homes, a Do-it-yourself
musical offering - a single,
(DIY) YouTube channel, aims to inspire
titled Ngigcwele.
young girls within black communities
Speaking to NewsHorn
and show them that everything is
recently Nkosi said, “On my birthday
possible if you put your mind to it. She
last year, 16 April 2020, I released my
added that it was also to show them that
first ever body work, a four track titled,
the sky is the limit.
Kwasukesukela.
“In this day and age I don’t believe
I am now kick-starting 2021 with this
there is a male dominated industry or
hot Amapiano flavoured Hip Hop track anything of that sort. I believe a woman
aiming to rock all the four seasons of the can be anything that they want to be if
year.”
they put their mind to it. “I am looking
This new single is proof that I am
at our economy and scores of people are
indeed one of the few talents to look
losing jobs and I thought do this and
out for this year and it also solidifies my maybe I can open a business out of this
versatility and writing skills.
as it’s a calling from God,” Hlatshwayo
As a proudly Siswati speaker, I flows
explained.
effortlessly with my mother tongue with
a fusion of English.”
The single is a song with which
SooPurB shamelessly expresses his
affection for the love of his life that he
refers to as a “Goddess.” On this project
SooPurB worked with Bheki “Jay Beats”
Malaza. The single was also selected as
song of the week by one of the country’s
Siswati radio stations.
“Unlike most intimate relationships
that exist nowadays whereby people
don’t clearly communicate their
intentions about the person they claim
to love, on this song I explicitly mention
my future plans with the lady I am is
attracted to,” he said.

S

“This is because God and my parent
gave me talents and creativity, so I was
thinking why not use it to my advantage.
Another thing I would like to do and
see is, since this is perceived as a male
dominated industry, more women doing
things for themselves.
There is no more waiting for people to
do things for you or having people to do
things for you. If you have hands why
not do it yourself?” she asked.
Hlatshwayo said this was one of the
reasons she started a YouTube platform
and stressed that was not only about
getting money from views, but also
about showing women what is possible
while sharing ideas with them.
“My future plans are host workshops
mainly for black South African women
and maybe open an online store to sell
my crafts.
Her YouTube handle is Sobahle
Hlatshwayo and she humbly asked that
people would like, subscribe and
comment on her videos.

Social Media - *@SooPurBtheking*
To download or listen to the song follow
the link: http://tiny.cc/NGIGCWELE

news@newshorn.co.za

Wednesday 13 Jan 2021

HEALTH TALK

17

Fighting HIV and Aids during Covid-19

E

Alex Rose-Innes

VIDENCE from UNAid maintains
that the Aids-related death toll
could double in from 2020 to 2021
as HIV services are severely disrupted
because of COVID-19.
This could mean an additional 500,000
Aids-related deaths and new infections
among children through mother-tochild transmission which could spike by
more than 100% in some African
countries.
Scientists at the United Nations Aid
Organisation (UNAid) say that with
each passing decade the organisation
noticed that the good work done with
regards to HIV/Aids during the previous
ten years were somehow reversed.
COVID-19 had severely impacted

The HIV/Aids virus resembles that of
COVID-19. (Image enlarged many
times.)
Africans living with HIV/Aids as lockdown influenced services and travelling
and more money went towards fighting
this pandemic. Africa, being the conti-

nent most affected by this “other” pandemic, also battles to provide anti-retroviral (ARV’s) medication to HIV/Aids
sufferers as a result of the high cost of
importing it.
UNAids was especially created to fight
HIV/ Aids globally with more than 24
million people worldwide on ARV
treatment.
The organisation approximates that
millions of untested sufferers exist who
do not take any medication. Across the
world, almost 2 million new infections
are reported per year and annually 770
000 die of this disease which is in reality
a much larger epidemic than COVID-19.
With sexual violence against women,
young girls, sex workers and gay
communities, the UN had taken hands
with various international organisations,

to address this problem. Unfortunately,
residents in certain countries cannot be
tested for HIV without their permission
and a drive is under way to tackle this
issue as well.
HIV is spread many times faster among
girls than in boys of the same age, with
reported figures of more than 5 000
African women of all ages and colour
being infected on a weekly basis.
With all attention focused on
COVID-19, UNAid had called on
governments not to consider one
pandemic more important than the
other and to funnel resources towards
the pandemic highlighted across the
international media. Only the future will
tell how many innocent victims of HIV/
Aids were in effect victims of COVID-19
as governments focus on this disease.

South African variant of COVID-19 now found across the world
Vaccine may not be sufficient to protect against new strain
Alex Rose-Innes

SCIENTISTS in the United Kingdom
(UK) expressed serious concern that
vaccines being rolled out may not be
able to protect against another variant
which emerged in South Africa and
which seemed to have now spread to
many other countries as tourism opened
up.
Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Chile
and a host of other countries had already
reported that the new SA variant had
reared its head among residents.
Denmark especially reported that at
least 800 people had been infected with
the new strain. France, Germany and
even Finland had reported incidences of
the new variant as did Cyprus, Greece,
Hong Kong, Iran, Ireland, Israel and
Italy among others.
The list is getting longer by the day as
more countries acknowledge that cases
of the new strain had been reported in
their borders.
Japan detected the variant found in
South Africa, the government said, the
first such discovery in a nation that had
already identified more than a dozen

South Africans are ﬂouting the COVID-19 lockdown rules said to be the reason for
the second wave of the epidemic sweeping the country. (Image: EWN).
cases of the variant spreading in Britain.
Jordan, Lebanon, Norway, Pakistan,
Portugal, Singapore, Madeira, South
Korea, Sweden, Switzerland and Taiwan
had joined Turkey, the United Arab
Emirates, the USA and Vietnam in
reporting the same.
So far no evidence exists that the new
variant is more deadly, but it definitely is
more transmissible. There is also no
evidence that COVID-19 vaccines will
be less effective against the new variant,
but scientists are already rushing to
access the effectiveness of the current
vaccine against the new strain.
The Wall Street Journal, one of the

biggest and most reputable newspapers
across the world wrote that the new
variant of the coronavirus was driving
a powerful second wave of infections in
South Africa (SA). It also said that it had
already spread to other countries in Africa and Europe and raised concerns over
how it will respond to current Covid-19
vaccines.
What is the new Covid-19 variant
present in South Africa?
Viruses do mutate and variants observed
so far in the coronavirus sweeping the
globe had made little difference to how
it functions. The SA variant, known as
B.1.351, has scientists worried because of

its unusually large number of mutations,
especially in the spike protein which the
virus uses to attach to and infect human
cells.
How dangerous is this new variant?
The discovery and spread of the South
African variant had coincided with a
powerful surge in infections in the
country. New daily cases and deaths
have already surpassed those seen in the
first wave, which peaked in July, and
infections are still increasing.
South African researchers say they
also believe that the new variant is
more transmissible, since it had quickly
crowded out other versions of the virus
circulating in the country. Still, they
say human behaviour, with thousands
of South Africans crowding into bars,
restaurants and beaches after lockdown,
was likely the main reason for the sharp
rise in infections in recent weeks.
They are now racing to understand how
much more transmissible the new variant is and whether it could lead to more
severe cases of COVID-19. International
media also regularly reports on how
lockdown rules of level 3-tier are being
flouted by South Africans.

Government turns to medical schemes to co-subsidise COVID vaccine
and statement to the opposite.
Mkhize was pressured by opposition
parties for a National Assembly debate
HILE boasting how the
government had the
on South Africa’s COVID-19 vaccine
COVID-19 vaccine in its rollout plan.
pocket, Health Minister,
Solidarity had in the meantime taken
Dr Zweli Mkhize, admitted on January
the matter to court to ensure the
7 that while the fiscus would carry a
government did not have sole say with
part of the financial burden of procurregards to the distribution of the vaccine.
The reason as stated in court papers
ing the COVID-19 vaccine it needed to
reach out to medical schemes to make a was that with private medical aids
significant
requested to co-fund the drive, it would
contribution.
impact the pockets of individuals with a
He was briefing Parliament’s Portfolio
medical aid who should not be left at the
Committee on Health last week.
bottom of the rung when the vaccine is
According to the media, South Africa
rolled out.
cannot afford a vaccine despite promises While much had been made of the fact

W

Alex Rose-Innes

that the country had secured the top-ofthe-range vaccine from Pfizer, it had in
the meantime leaked out that 1.5 million
doses of the vaccine would in effect be
imported from India.
Despite the fact that Pfizer had
substantially dropped the price of the
vaccines to enable South Africa to
procure it, the government told the
pharmaceutical giant that it could still
not afford the vaccine.
In the meantime, Clicks and
DisChem had said that the vaccine
would be available at their outlets as
well.
It is still not clear, despite the politically
correct noises made by Mkhize, exactly
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how the roll-out of the vaccine would be
undertaken.
Government had allegedly forged an
aﬃliation with the COVAX
facility - a global vaccine distribution
scheme co-led by the World Health
Organisation (WHO) - through
which it intends to source vaccines for
10% of the population, while the
additional vaccine doses are expected to be sourced through fundraising
initiatives through the private sector. In
English this means that no matter what
is being said, the government cannot put
its hands on suﬃcient funds just yet and
private business would have to step in
(as always.)
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Land Bank’s poor Government gears up to roll-out COVID-19 vaccine
performance a
major concern
for SA’s food
continuity

stakeholders to ensure the eﬃcient and
effective vaccination drive for health
workers was ready to take off, but urged
HEALTHCARE workers would be first
the public to be patient as government
in line for inoculation after South Africa
(SA) secured 1.5 million doses of the
continued to engage with manufacturers.
“Our commitment remains to save and
Oxford University-AstraZeneca vaccine
protect the lives of our people.
which would be rolled out this month.
We will not neglect our responsibility
According to Health Minister, Dr Zweli
Mkhize, the country would receive one
to protect lives and fight this pandemic.
We, therefore call on all South Africans,
million doses of the vaccine in January,
members of the public, political parties,
while the rest of the batch would arrive
business, labour, non-governmental orin February from the Serum Institute of
India (SII).
Dr Zweli Mkhize, Minister of SA National ganisations and community leaders and
members to work with us as we start this
According to other international news Health.
process,” he said in a media statement.
“The National Department of Health
agencies, all vaccinations would come
Mkhize assured the public that the
from India after SA could not afford the and the South African Health Products
Regulatory Authority (SAHPRA) were
acquisition of the vaccine from the
lower prices offered by pharmaceutical
manufacturer was done directly by the
companies. According to various news
fine-tuning and aligning all the
feeds, private medical aids in SA had
regulation processes to ensure there are Department of Health to
also contributed much to secure the
no unnecessary delays or regulatory
strengthen credibility, while negotiations
impediments to activate this roll-out,”
vaccine.
and payment are managed directly by
Mkhize said government would
Mkhize said.
government. He further said the State is
prioritise the approximate 1.25 million
The Oxford University-AstraZeneca
working around the clock to acquire the
vaccine had been given the green light
healthcare workers in both public and
number of vaccines needed for
private sectors. This would doctors,
by various regulators and was already
two-thirds of the population.
being distributed in other countries.
nurses, general workers and security
“I just want to assure all South Africans
personnel.
Mkhize said engagements with relevant [that] we are on course,” he stressed.
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Continued drought in SA is but one of the
reasons given for the Land Bank’s poor
performance.

T

Alex Rose-Innes

HE LAND Bank,
responsible for driving
South African
agriculture, saw its
financial losses grow by a
staggering 211% during
the previous financial year which ended
in March 2020.
The Auditor-General said that the
bank’s performance continued to
deteriorate and fears existed that it
would not be able to survive as an
ongoing trading concern.
As a lender, the Land Bank provides
credit to emerging and established
farmers in the country and is of
paramount importance for continued
food provision in South Africa (SA).
The latest figures are the worst
published over the last decade as the
bank cannot even service its debt of R45
billion.
The bank’s continued downward
performance is laid at the door of an
exodus of knowledgeable executives,
poor management from National
Treasury as major shareholder and
downgrades by international credit
rating agencies. With the continued
drought experienced in the country,
farmers could also not pay back their
loans.
The future of the bank looks bleak and
its profile leaves it at higher risk than
commercial banks. With many farmers
incapable of repaying loans within 90
days, it is said to be at risk of becoming
insolvent.
The Land Bank’s main income is
derived from interest on agricultural
loans. Despite a bailout in the form of
R3 billion government guarantees, its
performance ratio fell even further from
just over 14% to 9.3 at the end of last
year.

Illegal drug smuggled into SA as COVID-19 medication
A 43-year old man was taken into
custody at the King Shaka International
Airport in Durban after an illegal animal drug was found in his hand luggage.
The drug, Ivermectin, which is usually
prescribed by veterinarians, was to be
sold as a COVID-19 infection
management medication. It is used to
treat certain parasitic infections.
The man had already appeared in the
Verulam Magistrate Court in
More than 2000 of the illegal veterinary
KwaZulu-Natal after more than 2 000
drug was smuggled into SA by a man from
tables were found in his possession.
KwaZulu-Natal.
The street value of these tablets are
Alex Rose-Innes
R100 000. He was retained in jail until a
VEN the COVID-19 tragedy
follow-up bail hearing.
brought another criminal
The man was apprehended when he
opportunity and the hope for a
landed in Durban from Dubai and
quick rich scheme for a man from Kwa- according to Police and the South
Zulu-Natal.
African Health Products Regulatory

Authority (SAHPRA), the medication
had not been registered in SA.
According to SAHPRA, Ivermectin is
not indicated nor approved for use in
humans and there is no confirmatory
data that it could be used in the
successful treatment of COVID-19.
“Ivermectin is widely used for the
treatment and control of parasites in
animals and is used to treat several
tropical diseases in humans not
commonly seen in South Africa, as well
as scabies and head lice. Ivermectin is a
synthetic derivative of the anti-parasitic
class of compounds known as
avermectins,” the SAHPRA said in a
statement. In December, SAHPRA said
“Ivermectin is not indicated nor
approved by SAHPRA for use in
humans.”

be essential workers and would receive
vaccines before most of the public, but
WITH various countries across the
no teacher would be forced to.
world, closing schools in the wake of
Department of Basic Education
new waves of COVID-19, South African spokesperson Elijah Mhlanga, told a
were told not be “fear mongers and to
national media house that delaying the
think differently.”
re-opening of schools is not a solution,
Public schools will reopen on January
as they adhere to health and safety
27 according to the Department of Basic protocols as opposed to those who
Education despite concerns by parent
attend parties, funerals and social
groups and private schools delaying their gatherings.
re-opening.
Figures which had lately been quoted in
The Department of Basic Education
the media put the death toll of teachers
has said it did not receive any requests
who died from COVID-19 at 1 600.
to delay the reopening of schools and
Meanwhile, many teachers had voiced
teachers would be expected to return on their concerns about their own safety.
January 25.
Zimbabwe announced the closure of
According to the latest statement by the schools on January 2 as part of a hard
department, teachers are considered to
lockdown and the British government

had closed all primary schools in
London as a measure to counteract rapid
increases in Covid-19 cases. Ukraine and
Bulgaria have also closed schools as did
the Thai city of Bangkok.

E

Public schools to reopen on January 27 despite fears
about second COVID-19 wave
Alex Rose-Innes

Despite fears about the second wave of
COVID-19, the National Department
of Basic Education said this week that
schools would deﬁnitely be re-opening on
January 27.
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Chaos at Lebombo border to
Mozambique

“We support the requirement for
testing to be done, but border personnel
are overwhelmed and cannot cope with
the situation,” Mike Fitzmaurice, CEO of
the Federation of East and Southern
African Road Transport Associations
(Fesarta), told international media.
“What is more concerning is that the
additional manpower promised by the
minister of Home Affairs had not materialised.”
“Under normal circumstances each of
our trucks moves four loads in six days.
Currently, they have only moved one
Stuck for six days without water and food at the Lebombo border outside Komatipoort, load in five days,” Bernard Lunga, the
Home Aﬀairs Minister, Aaron Motsoaledi, blames the travellers and freight companies managing director of trucking company
for what the world is now calling “a humanitarian crisis.” (Image: Club of
Bensco Logisticswas quoted in Club of
Mozambique.)
Mozambique. The delays at the Lebombo
promises
of
South
African
help
not
border threaten to shut down his
Alex Rose-Innes
materialising.
business, he said.
And it is not the only border post
ITH new COVID-19
Compounding the problems at
regulations in place in South where SA’s entry ports are buckling
Lebombo, is the fact that cargo-carrying
Africa (SA), a
under pressure amid hard lockdowns. At trucks, passenger cars, busses and
these border posts, not enough ablution pedestrians are not separated and
humanitarian crisis had been growing
outside Komatipoort at the Lebombo
facilities are available and the world is
additional, testing stations which
border crossing to neighbouring
calling the Lebombo situation a disaster identified positive coronavirus cases are
of immense proportion.
country, Mozambique.
regularly closed for decontamination.
With motorists and truckers stuck in
People had been stuck in temperatures
Media reports stated that several home
exceeding 32 degrees for six consecutive aﬀairs and port health oﬃcials had
sweltering heat with not enough
running water and without food, the
days. Christmas Day saw distressing
already been infected by COVID-19
situations escalate as travellers were
freight industry is losing R33 million
with social distancing and mask wearing
per day since January 3 as hauliers are
stuck on both sides of the border.
rarely enforced along the 25km backlog.
With the Lebombo border seriously
prohibited from crossing the border and
SA Home Affairs minister, Aaron
produce amounting to R166 million so
understaffed under “normal”
Motsoaledi, blamed the border chaos on
far, were rotting in trucks.
circumstances, travellers and workers
panicked truck drivers and pedestrians
Queues of 25km are stretching in both are facing a very possible loss of income rushing to escape lockdown measures in
as it is impossible to reach their places
directions and this could be a “super
other countries.
of work. Freight associations hold the
spreader” of the virus, it is feared. Real
Motsoaledi also dismissed reports of
concern had been raised that truckers
South African government responsible
multiple deaths resulting from the
and travellers could lose their lives with for its failure to plan ahead.
Beitbridge backlog.
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New African passport for 2021 from the African Union
Alex Rose-Innes

A new African passport would come
into effect this year as part of the
continent’s African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA) plan.
Analyst Justice Malala said the initiative
was crucial for AfCFTA’s success as it
would ease travel within the continent.
One of its key aims is to exempt bearers
from having to obtain any visas for all 55
states in Africa. To date only
government leaders, diplomats, and
African Union (AU) oﬃcials had been
issued with the passport. The new
passport was provisionally launched in
2016, but been plagued by delays and the
Covid-19 pandemic which impacted its
planned roll-out in 2020.
The AfCFTA aims to unite more than
billion people in a USD 3.4 trillion
economic bloc, creating a single
market for goods and services. This
would include a customs union with free
movement of both capital and business
travellers.

The passport forms part of the African
Union’s Agenda 2063 towards an
“integrated continent, politically united
and based on the ideals of
Pan-Africanism and the vision of
Africa’s Renaissance.” The passport is the
flagship project of this agenda and aims
to remove restrictions on African’s
ability to travel, work and live within
their own continent.
It is hoped that this initiative would
transform Africa’s laws, which remained
restrictive on the movement of people
despite political commitments to erase
borders.
It would also promote the issuance of
visas by member states to enhance free
movement of all African citizens across
all African countries.
What it would means for South Africans?
It is expected to deliver several key
benefits for all participating countries,
including South Africa, such as:
•Boosting intra-Africa trade, commerce
and tourism;

•Facilitating labour mobility, intraAfrica knowledge and skills transfer;
•Promoting pan-African identity, social
integration and tourism;
•Improving trans-border infrastructure
and shared development;
•Fostering a comprehensive approach to
border management;
•Promoting rule of law, human rights,
and public health.
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Violence in Central
African Republic
during election

Heavily guarded, President FaustinArchange Touadéra’s was re-elected in the
Central African Republic.
Alex Rose-Innes

IN TRUE African style, (adopted by
Trump), no election outcome is without
strife and claims of voting disparities.
In the Central African Republic (CAR)
the recent victory of President
Faustin-Archange Touadéra’s is
contested by opposing parties as illegal.
Continued violence during the voting,
saw residents of the Central African
Republic (CAR) against each other.
With peacekeepers from the United
Nations (UN), CAR’s armed forces and
reinforcements from Russia and
Rwanda present during election,
Touadéra had gained another five years
in power. However, the UN fears that
intimidation would continue as a re-rerun is demanded and violence by militants would see innocent people killed. It
said in a statement that the country’s fate
is balancing on a knife edge.
Voters in more than 40% of the voting
districts could not cast their votes in a
country that is continually marred by
instability created by rebel coalitions.
The rebel party is called the Coalition
of Patriots for Change (CPC). This
formation is new but the armed groups
within it had been around for many
years and fought in the civil war in 2013
when former President Francois Bozizé
was ousted in a coup.
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U-20 Africa Cup of Nations
preparations start off

T

The last of the groups would see
Mouloudia Alger (Algeria), Zamalek
(Egypt), Teungueth (Senegal) and
raining camps had been
Esperance (Tunisia) battling it out.
started across the
The draw was conducted at the
continent as soccer
Confederation of African Football’s
hopefuls set their sights
headquarters in Cairo on Friday.
on the U-20 Africa NaThe group stages kick off on February
tional Cup finals.
12-13 with the group matches
The prestigious cup would go to the
completed on April 9-10.
best African team at the Council of
The top two teams in each group would
South African Football Federation’s
then advance to the quarter-finals.
(COSAFA) gets underway in Mauritania
NB: USE THIS AS A SIDEBAR
next month.
The draw:
Kaizer Chiefs of South Africa and Petro
Group A: AS Vita Club (DR Congo),
Atletico from Angola had been drawn
Al Ahly (Egypt), Al Merreikh (Sudan),
in the same pool in the Confederation
of African Football (CAF) Champions’
The U-20 Africa Cup of Nations takes oﬀ in Mauritania next month. (Image: COSAFA.) Simba (Tanzania)
Group B: Chabab Belouizdad (Algeria),
League group stages.
would have been a headline-grabbing
Mamelodi Sundowns, were paired in
TP Mazembe (DR Congo), Mamelodi
An open Group C would see Wydad
moment in both countries.
Group B with TP Mazembe.
Sundowns (SA), Al Hilal (Sudan)
Casablanca (Morocco) and Horoya
Defending champs Ahly, who
The Congolese are the top seeds with
Group C: Petro Atletico (Angola),
(Guinea) with Chiefs returning to
Chabab Belouizdad of Algeria and
Mosimane led to a record-extending
Horoya (Guinea), Wydad Casablanca
Angola, having already eliminated
title last month, were drawn in Group A (Morocco), Kaizer Chiefs (SA)
Sudan’s Al Hilal completing the group.
Primeiro de Agosto in the last round of
against AS Vita Club from the
Pitso Mosimane avoided a meeting
Group D: Mouloudia Alger (Algeria),
the competition.
Democratic Republic of Congo, Al
between holders Al Ahly of Egypt and
Zamalek (Egypt), Teungueth (Senegal),
COSAFA’s third representative at this
his old club Sundowns, something that
Merreikh (Sudan) and Tanzania’s Simba. Esperance (Tunisia)
stage of the competition, South Africa’s
Alex Rose-Innes
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