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BUSHBUCKRIDGE mayor, Sylvia 
Nxumalo, has called on locals and 
tourists to be vigilant against crime at 
shopping malls and their homes during the 
upcoming festive season. 

Nxumalo said Bushbuckridge as well as 
the rest of the country should prepare to 
experience criminal activities and many 
road accidents. 

“Crime and road accidents negatively 
aff ect our people, they destroy families 
and it also aff ects the tourism industry,” 
said Nxumalo. 

“Let us join hands and fi ght crime 
and restore road safety. Mpumalanga 
was one of the most visited provinces in 
the country, especially Bushbuckridge, 
which is rich in cultural diversities and 
investment in tourism,” she said.

Meanwhile, the National Department 

of Tourism has confi rmed that the 
Bushbuckridge Municipality is the only 
municipality in the country that runs the 
annual road safety campaign programme 
which has proved to yield positive results. 
This is said to be because there was a huge 
decrease in the number of law enforcers 
taking bribes and being involved in 
criminal activities. 

Nxumalo will lead the campaign 
supported by the Bushbuckridge Local 
Tourism Organisation, Ehlanzeni District 
Municipality, Mpumalanga Tourism and 
Parks Agency, Local and Provincial Traffi  c 
Offi  cers and other important stakeholders. 

“The main objective behind this 
programme is to wish both the members 
of the community and those visiting our 
areas of attractions a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy Prosperous New Year and 
promote safety during the festive seasons 
and beyond,” explained Nxumalo.

The Kruger Lowveld Chamber of 
Business and Tourism chief operating 
offi  cer, Linda Grimbeek, has welcomed 
the initiative. She said it was very 
necessary to keep the tourists safe during 
the festive season. 

“KLCBT supplied free maps as well 
as roadside anti-corruption cards to be 
handed out during the campaign. The anti-
corruption cards prevent the payment of 
cash fi nes to traffi  c and police offi  cials on 
the side of the road instead of legitimate 
fi nes,” said Grimbeek. 

 Mayor warns 
against festive 
season crime

The beautiful Quadranda Sibuyi (19) won the annual Miss Bushbuckridge Plus Size Pageant in 
Kildare, Bushbuckridge, last week. Abednico Mabaso was crowned the � rst Mr Bushbuckridge, 
for 2019/2020. Both were born and bred in Bushbuckridge. Read story on page 3.

The beautiful Quadranda Sibuyi (19) won the annual Miss Bushbuckridge Plus Size Pageant in 

Bushbuckridge’s own claim coveted titles

Bushbuckridge mayor, Sylvia Nxumalo.
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WORKING on Fire (WoF) in 
Mpumalanga offi  cially wrapped up their 
winter fi re season recently.

Participants from 24 bases across the 
province closed off  the season with a total 
of 326 fi res suppressed, with the teams 
having been dispatched 95 times to assist 
fi re protection associations in battling 

blazes. The busiest month of the season 
was July, when 129 fi res were recorded 
and a total of 726 hours were fl own by 
WoF aerial resources.

“On behalf of Working on Fire 
operations and the provincial 
management, I would like to pass my 
most sincere appreciation for the support 
you provided during the winter fi re 
season,” Ground Operations Manager, 
Thabiso Mohale said, as she thanked 
base partners, stakeholders and WoF 
management. 

Although the winter fi re season is over, 
teams will still be on standby in case of 
runaway veld- and other fi res. 

WoF will continue to partner 
with various provincial government 
departments, municipalities, private and 
public landowners, in order to minimise 
the dire eff ects of veld and forest fi res.

 WoF remains prepared for � res
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 Wheelchair does not deter Mashile 
to write grade 12 exams at age 32

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

MASHILE Modjadji from 
Bushbuckridge is one of many learners 
living with disabilities, who had 
just fi nished writing their grade 12 
examinations last week.

What makes her achievement rather 
remarkable, however, is the fact that she 
only started her primary school career 
at the age of 17, due to her physical 
condition.

Despite the fact that the 32-year-old is 
over school age and uses a wheelchair, 
Modjadji was excited that she fi nally got a 
chance to write her matric exams.    

“I am very happy that I fi nally fi nished 
my exams because it’s been a tough but 
exciting year for me. I never thought that 
I will reach grade 12 because I started my 
schooling very late,” she said.

“I must thank my mother and the 
teachers from my previous school and 
the current school for allowing me to be a 
learner at their school despite my situation 
and my age,” Modjadji said. 

The learner at Tladishi Secondary 
School in Bevelshoek, Bushbuckridge, 
said writing her matric exams was diffi  cult 
because she writes slowly.

The MEC for education in Mpumalanga, 
Bonakele Majuba, visited Modjadji 
last week at her school and said he was 
fascinated about her courage and desire to 
be successful against all odds.

“She is really an inspiration to all of us 
and a true epitome of resilience. We are 
proud of her achievements to date and can 
only hope that she makes the mark when 
the results are announced in January,” 
Majuba said.

He said Modjadji and all other learners 
with disabilities, including those living 
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Masoka Dube 

QUADRANDA Sibuyi (19) is the 
winner of Miss Bushbuckridge Plus 
Size Pageant that was held last week in 
Kildare, Bushbuckridge. 

At the same time, Abednico Mabaso 
was crowned the fi rst Mr Bushbuckridge, 
for 2019/2020.

A jubilant Sibuyi said she was very 
happy to be crowned Miss Plus Size 
Bushbuckridge. 

“I decided to be part of the pageant as 
I wanted to bring change in my life as 
a young, black woman and proud plus-
size woman. I am very grateful that I 
won and am willing to serve the people 
of Bushbuckridge by giving back to the 
community,” she said.

Sibuyi was born in Croquetlawn in 
Bushbuckridge and did her primary 
schooling at Nembe Mhlaba Primary 
School. 

After completing grade 12, she furthered 
her studies at the Mopani South East 
TVET College in Phalaborwa, where 
she obtained an N2 certifi cate in fi tting 
and turning. Meanwhile, Mabaso, the 
fi rst Mr Bushbuckridge, was born in 
Mphenyatsatsi in Bushbuckridge. He 
is studying public management at the 

THE South African Council of Churches 
(SACC) in Mpumalanga has called on 
spiritual leaders to play a part in the fi ght 
against gender-based violence that has 
engulfed the country.

This month, churches, political leaders 
and other stakeholders have launched 
the 16 Days of Activism for No Violence 
Against Women and Children.

It is an international awareness-raising 
campaign, which takes place every year 
from 25 November (International Day 
for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women) to 10 December (International 
Human Rights Day). The period includes 
Universal Children’s Day and World AIDS 
Day.

The campaign is aimed at addressing the 
violence that is being committed against 

Quadranda and Abednico win coveted Mr and Miss Bushbuckridge crowns

 Spiritual leaders urged to fi ght women and children abuse

with Albinism, would automatically 
qualify for the Provincial Ephraim Mogale 
Bursary off ered by the Mpumalanga 
government. The bursary would cover all 
their tertiary fees. 

Ehlanzeni TVET College, while he is also 
trying his hand at acting. 

“I am happy that I won the pageant 
as it will boost my career. As Mr 
Bushbuckridge, I am eager to perform 
my duties, and I will be focusing on ways 
to end the abuse against women and 
children,” Mabaso said.

“I never thought that a young man like 
me, from the deep rural area will make it, 
but by the grace of God I have won,” he 
said.

Event organiser, Dumisane Mathebula, 
said he introduced the Plus Size and male 

women and children.    
Recently the country has been reeling 

under a grip of crimes in which many 
women and children were abused and 
killed. 

“I call upon all the spiritual leaders 
and everyone in the community to take a 
stand against this problem we are facing,” 
SACC provincial secretary, Rev Luke 
Dlamini, said.

“Men should not see women as diff erent 
people as them, as we are all God’s 
creatures. I would like to encourage all 
women, who are being abused and not 
yet reported the matter, fearing to be 
victimised, to go to their nearest churches 
and talk to the pastors so that they can be 
given advice,” he said. 

He said some of the problems 
contributing to the situation was the fact 
that men did not go out to seek help or 
counselling when they had problems, 

modelling competitions in Bushbuckridge 
after realising that only slim girls were 
groomed in pageantry, while the pageant 
was also not taken seriously. 

“I also realised that young men did 
not have enough activities to participate 
in, except for being spectators during 
pageants. And we are also trying to change 
the negative perception which people have 
about men,” he said.

He further said his competitions were 
making an impact in the community 
as his models were involved in many 
community-related projects. 

which made them resort to violence. 
“I appeal to women, children and men 

to respect one another to avoid a situation 
that will lead to chaos,” Dlamini said.

Mpumalanga Premier, Refi lwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane, has last week visited 
a number of stakeholders to talk about 
gender-based violence and other related 
problems. 

Some of the places she visited included 
the Thuthuzela centres, where she 
interacted with gender-based violence 
victims. 

She also attended the provincial 
prayer at the Mbombela Stadium, Men’s 
Diologue, Older Persons’ Dialogue, met 
with the legal fraternity sector and other 
stakeholders. 

Mtshweni-Tsipane said she was going to 
interact with learners at schools in January 
next year, in order to address the women’s 
and children’s abuse problem.  

Modjadji Mashile in her school uniform 
during the last day of her matric exam.

Modjadji Mashile writes her last 
examination paper.

The top � ve contestants in both competitions.

“Our ambassador, Life Mkhatshwa, 
managed to organise a march and candle 
light ceremony focusing on gender based 
violence, while our female ambassador, 
Queen Phumla Nyathi, donated food to 
old people,” said Mathebula.



Greetings, I’m Kebalepile Ramafoko, Miss Mpumalanga 2019, the Ambassador 
for the Mpumalanga Economic Regulator. 

During the Christmas and New Year period there is an increase in festivities, parties, 
family gatherings, work functions and “braais”. While it’s a great time of year, it can 
also be a time of excess, especially when it comes to alcohol.

Research tells us that even when people intend to drink 
responsibly, it can be diffi  cult as getting drunk is often an 
accepted norm.  There is often social pressure to drink and the 
setting makes it easy to consume large amounts.

One of the most important ways to create a less harmful 
drinking culture is to change the acceptance of drunkenness 
and the problems that go with it. 

To transform this and to help you to look after yourself, 
your friends and family, here are some tips, recommended 
by health practitioners to implement during the festive 
season and throughout the year;

• For children and young people under 18 
  years-of-age, not drinking alcohol is the 
  safest option.
• For women who are pregnant, planning 
  a pregnancy or breastfeeding, not 
  drinking is the safest option.
• Don’t drink and drive.
• Liquor traders should not sell liquor to 
  anyone under 18 years-of-age.

The MER supports 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence

THIS MESSAGE WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MPUMALANGA ECONOMIC REGULATOR
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Education minister, Angie Motshekga, 
is pleased with the “successful” matric 
examinations.

Pachoto Training Academy owner, Barbra 
Ndlovu, urges young people to take up 
careers in the tourism sector.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE 2019 National Senior Certifi cate 
(NSC) examinations, which saw 790 405 
candidates sitting for 147 question papers 
in 7 416 examination centres nationwide, 
have been successfully completed. 

Department of Basic Education 
Minister, Angie Motshekga, said she was 
pleased that the exam process had gone 
smoothly. The last papers, Agricultural 
Technology and Design, were written last 
week.

“This brought to an end a process 
that commenced more than a month 
ago involving thousands of offi  cials in 
the NSC examination administration 
system. It is indeed gratifying that 
the 2019 National Senior Certifi cate 
examination went fairly smooth, with only 
a few, manageable incidents across our 
examination centres,” Motshekga said.

She said the few hiccups included 
load shedding in parts of the country on 
the fi rst day of the exams and service 
delivery protests in other provinces, which 
led to the relocation of learners to other 
examination centres.

Learners who were aff ected by 
load shedding during the Computer 
Applications Technology (CAT) and 
Information Technology Practical 
examination also managed to write last 

week.
The marking of the exam papers already 

commenced in some provinces and is 
expected to be completed tomorrow 
(14 December). 

“As a department, we are proud to be 
able to pull off  such a big examination 
year after year, without major hassles that 
could compromise the integrity of the 
exam,” Motshekga said.

She thanked the teachers, learners and 
parents for their eff orts towards making 
the examinations a success and said the 
national results of the examination would 
be announced on 7 January 2020, while 
individual results would be available at 
schools on 8 January. 

Masoka Dube

TOURISM entrepreneur, Barbra 
Ndlovu, has urged young people to 
consider tourism-related careers, as there 
are many job opportunities in the tourism 
sector, especially as a tour guide.

Ndlovu is the owner of the Pachoto 
Training (trading as Enviro Training 
Africa), a tour guide training academy 
in Sabie in the Thabachweu Local 
Municipality.

“Our tourism company started in 1996, 
when my husband and I partnered with 
a businessman whom we met in the 
Kruger National Park where we were 
also working. We bought 49 percent in 
the company, but when he later retired, 
we became 100 percent owners of the 
company,” Ndlovu said. 

In the meantime, Ndlovu’s husband 
passed away, leaving full operations in her 
capable hands.

She said her school would start training 
the 2020 tour guide students on January 
14 next year and advised young people 
not to give up on their education simply 
because they did not complete grade 12. 

“In our tour guide school, we also admit 
people who do not have grade 12, but they 
must be at least 18 years old. To qualify 
as a tour guide, you should be at least 21 
years old, therefore people should start 
learning while they are still young. When 
they are 21 they could already be qualifi ed 
as tour guides,” says Ndlovu.     

The school off ers short courses and after 

completion the students will be taken 
to a farm in Hoedspruit where practical 
training will be conducted. 

“If you are a qualifi ed tour guide it is 
easy to get freelance jobs in places such 
as the Kruger National Park and the 
surrounding areas such as game reserves. 
They can also start their own business 
like travel and tour operators. People 
throughout the province are welcome as 
well as those who want to just off er tour 
guide service during their spare time,” she 
said. 

 Matrics wrap up ‘successful’ 
� nal national exams

 Youth urged to take careers in tourism
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Masoka Dube & Alex Rose-Innes

ALL livestock auctions in Mpumalanga 
had been suspended as Foot and Mouth 
Disease (FMD) had taken hold in the 
province. 

Severe restrictions on meat and wool 
are in place and neighbouring countries 
had banned all meat from South Africa.

Farmers and livestock owners had been 
warned to take precautionary measures to 
prevent the spreading of the disease. 
Minister of agriculture, Thoko 
Didiza, said farmers who 
did not adhere to strict 
measures could face 
criminal charges and 
even arrest.

Infected animals 
had been traced to 
an auction facility 
in Limpopo and 
Didiza said at 
least fi ve more 
commercial 
facilities had been 
aff ected as a result. 

Apart from placing 
infected animals 
in quarantine, other 
precautionary measures 
include a no-movement 
rule of live cloven-hooved 
animals. 

Farmers may only transport healthy 
animals destined for immediate slaughter 
and all animal buyers had been urged 
to ensure purchased animals are free of 
disease. 

Any transaction of cloven-hoofed 
animals (such as pigs) should also 
be accompanied by a registered 
veterinarian’s health certifi cate.

Transport vehicles should be thoroughly 
disinfected away from any animals before 
they are loaded. 

Before 
transporting 
animals to abattoirs 
vehicles should be 
thoroughly cleaned 
and disinfected 
before leaving the 
premises. 

In terms of 
Section 11 of the 
Animal Diseases 
Act, 1984 it is 
the responsibility 
of “any owner or 
manager of land 
on which there are 
animals to take all 
reasonable steps 
to prevent the 
infection of the 
animals with any 
animal disease, or 
parasite and the 
spreading thereof 
from the relevant 
land or animals.”  

This means 
anyone spreading 
FMD by way 
of transporting 
infected animals 
could be held 
civilly and/or 
criminally liable.

Didiza said 
electronic auctions 
or one-on-one 
transactions of 
cloven-hoofed 

animals, (including wildlife), could 
be considered between suppliers if 
all biosecurity protocols, quarantine 
measures and veterinary health 
certifi cates are in place. Individual animal 
identifi cation, as well as traceability back 
to the source from where it is moved 
from, should be adhered to before any 
transaction took place. 

A technical task team consisting of 
DAFF (government) veterinary offi  cials, 
provincial veterinary offi  cials and industry 

groups, led by the National Animal 
Health Forum and experts in 

the specifi c disease, had 
in the meantime, been 

established. 
All animal owners 

are encouraged to 
stay well informed 
by visiting: www.
nahf.co.za for 
the FMD-Basic 
Biosecurity 
Guidelines.

FMD is a highly 
contagious viral 

disease aff ecting cattle, 
pigs (domestic and wild), 

sheep, goats and other 
cloven-hoofed animals. 
Symptoms of the disease 
in animals may include 
depressed animals, sores 

in the mouth cavity, reluctance to eat and 
lameness. 

FMD may show no clinical signs for up 
to 14 to 21 days from date when animals 
were infected and visual inspection alone 
is not suffi  cient.

No human had ever contracted FMD. 
However, in Cumbria in Britain, an army 
employee involved in animal culling as 
a result of the disease, had been infected, 
the fi rst ever. According to international 
media, the man had been sprayed by an 
infected cow.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Adriaan de Beer

RESIDENTS accuse the police in 
Mpumalanga of dragging their feet and 
failing to investigate various criminal 
activities, because they “are scared”.

People all over the province claim 
housebreaking and robbery cases are 
simply not being dealt with and some even 
raise the question whether or not police 
could be involved. 

They say police just arrive at crime 
scenes to do the preliminary paperwork 
and then disappear, not following up on 
investigations. 

Mpumalanga police spokesperson, 
Brigadier Leonard Hlathi, dismissed 
these allegations and said once a case 
was reported, the victims have a right to 
inquire about the progress of cases.

But one of the complainants, Walter 
Mdawe from Marite, said criminals broke 
into their church several times and stole 
all their musical instruments and sound 
equipment as well as various other items, 
while the police failed to do anything 
about it. 

“We reported the matter to the police 
and they came to assess the scene, took 
statements and took fi gure prints and since 
then they were gone,” Madawe said.

“We visited the station to inquire about 
the progress on the case but no one seems 
to know anything about it. Even the police 
offi  cer who handled the case at the time 
had forgotten about the docket, we had to 
explain it to him again,” he said.

Another resident, Vusi Nkosi from Sand 
River, said fi ve men entered his home and 
attacked him before taking his TV, radio, 
laptops and an undisclosed amount of 
money.

“I immediately opened a case and even 
mentioned the names of the people who 
attacked me but nothing was done. After 
the incident, I went to the police to ask 
about the progress on the case but they 
kept on telling me that they were still 

THE New Creation Embassy in Silgane 
in Bushbuckridge, is taking the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the people by reaching out 
to destitute people in need.

Founder of the church, apostle Peter 
Jones, set out on a drive to hand out 
donated second-hand clothes and food 
parcels along with the Fikile Challenge 
Campaign. They managed to benefi t 
tens of community members since they 
launched the initiative recently.

Speaking to NEWSHORN, Jones 
encouraged people to reach into their 
wardrobes and donate clothes that they no 
longer use to others who are in need. 

“I grew up with limited resources and 
know the pain of not having clothes or 
shoes - while the neighbours’ children had 
more than enough. I made a promise to 
myself that I would be able to help others 
to have what I could not,” Jones said. 

“However, that is a choice that I can 
fulfi l with the help of the rest of the 
Lowvelder’s who are keen on making 
a diff erence,” Jones said when he was 
asked about the overall vision behind this 
outreach campaign. 

Fikile Challenge Campaign founder, 
Lerato Mo gane, said; “We are here to 
remind you that we need to be able to help 
each other as neighbours and community 
members. If you see someone who is 
in need and you have something in the 
house, please do share it with them.”

The campaign started last year, when 

investigating. I think police do not care 
about housebreaking and robbery cases,” 
Nkosi complained. 

Siboniseni Mlambo, a member of the 
Community Policing Forum (CPF) said 
the police were scared of criminals. 

“We work with victims of crime and 
we have a database of all the crimes that 
happened, but we have realised that police 
do not take housebreaking and robbery 
cases seriously. In 10 cases of robbery or 
housebreaking there is a guarantee that no 
arrest will be made and the stolen items 
will not be found,” said.

Last year, the premises of Adriaan de 
Beer, a staff  member of NEWSHORN, 
was burgled at Hilltop. His complete 
household contents, including musical 
instruments, computers, camera s, sound 
equipment, tools and even food and 
clothing were stolen while he was away 
for a weekend.

A case was opened at the Nelspruit 
police and he visited the station numerous 
times, but was later told that the docket 
could not be found.

“I had no joy, after leaving numerous 
messages, the investigating offi  cer (who is 
known to NEWSHORN) called me back 
once and since then disappeared into thin 
air, even when I visited the station,” he 
said. 

“I was told the police even arrested a 
suspect , who was known to be active in 
the area I then lived in, but refused me to 
see him,” De Beer said.

Hlathi said the police did investigate 
all cases once they were reported and 
when victims were unhappy, they could 
approach the station commander of that 
police station.

“We also need the victims to work 
with the police in making sure that the 
perpetrators are brought to book,” he 
added.

“I beg to diff er. I received no joy and 
eventually just gave up the matter. I never 
heard from the police again either, they 
simply did not do their job,” De Beer said.

Jones went to diff erent homes to hand out 
rent money, transport fare, food parcels, 
career guidance, working opportunities, 
along with support and counselling to 
community members who called in on his 
radio show on Voice of Hope FM. The 
programme is aired every Wednesday 
from 3am till 4am for healing and 
deliverance. 

If you would like to make a donation of 
some of your own second-hand clothing; 
kindly make contact with Apostle Jones at 
081 097 6704 or apostlepeternce@gmail.
com. He will personally collect the items 
and also invite you to interact with some 
of the benefi ciaries. 

 Farmers could face arrest 
for spreading disease

Police ‘scared of criminals’ people claim

Church reaches out to the unreachable 
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prevent the spreading of the disease. 
Minister of agriculture, Thoko 
Didiza, said farmers who 
did not adhere to strict 
measures could face 
criminal charges and 

aff ected as a result. 
Apart from placing 

in quarantine, other 
precautionary measures 

groups, led by the National Animal 
Health Forum and experts in 

the specifi c disease, had 
in the meantime, been 

established. 
All animal owners 

are encouraged to 
stay well informed 
by visiting: www.
nahf.co.za for 
the FMD-Basic 
Biosecurity 
Guidelines.

FMD is a highly 
contagious viral 

disease aff ecting cattle, 
pigs (domestic and wild), 

sheep, goats and other 
cloven-hoofed animals. 
Symptoms of the disease The ugly sores in an infected 

animal’s mouth showing FMD.

Apostle Jones praying for the sick at his 
church.
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IN Luke 2 verses 41 to 46, Jesus was 
born and raised by Joseph and Maria. His 
parents went to Jerusalem every year with 
him at the feast of Passover; in a group 
moving from one place to another with 
other children and their parents. 

Although Jesus was young, He was 
already infl uential as He was born with 
Kingship and leadership skills. While 
Jesus was in the group on its way to 
Jerusalem, all went well. His parents 
experienced His love, and the same was 
applicable for his parents, while they sang 
thanksgiving songs. Finally they got to 
Jerusalem. 

Jesus being God, went to the temple and 

Be � lled with the Holy Spirit
Daisy Makaringe (Assembly of God)Pastor Mzwandile Jezile (Alter Ministries)

Moving without Jesus
started asking questions to the priests. 

When the time came for his parents 
to go back to Bethlehem; they returned 
without Him, assuming He was in the 
group, with the children. However, when 
they got home they realised their son 
(Jesus) was not with them. They went 
looking for Him everywhere except in the 
temple. 

There is something with many 
Christians today, they accept God, then 
backslide and when things do not go well, 
they tend to visit wrong places to fi nd 
answers, while their answers are most 
likely in the temple where they left God.

Finally Jesus’ parents went to the 
temple where they found him in a state of 
complete peace, Jesus responded to them; 
“I have been here all along.” 

There is only one place where you can 
fi nd what you have lost, and that is where 
you left if. Judas lost being a prophet to 
become a thief, betrayer and murderer. 

Are you in a situation where all is not 
going well? Then return to the place 
where you were last in a good standing 
with God, fi nd yourself and go back to 
your roots and stop blaming God for your 
trouble.

He is waiting for you!  

GOD has accepted us in His kingdom as 
sons and daughters and He has given us an 
inheritance in Jesus Christ, which is why 
we cannot be put down because God has 
accepted us already.

Situations cannot curse us, demons 
and all satanic activities will not stop us, 
because God has blessed us. What He has 
done for us, no one can undo.

God has put all things in subjection 
under His feet.

To understand His ways and the glory 
of his riches we need to be fi lled with the 
Holy Spirit. If we knew the power of the 
Holy Spirit we would not fear demons, 
wizards, satan or his agents.

The church and the Holy Spirit make a 
winning team, it must always be an active 
phenomena because if it stops it will be 
the beginning of our downfall. 

The Holy Spirit is fi ghting for us 
(Acts 18:6-19) and God’s gospel does 
not note any social class or gender but 
it always strikes the same way. It is like 
a tonic, it neutralises all the powers in 
the surroundings, so the only means of 
protection is to be fi lled with the Holy 
Spirit.

No church rules, ethics, laws, or 
administrative actions can remove the 

power of sin or lustfulness. The only 
immuniser is the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We are secured, fortifi ed and can stand 
the test of time when we are fi lled with the 
Holy Spirit because some of our problems 
are orchestrated from the spiritual world 
but we can stand against them when we 
are fi lled with the Holy Spirit.

Do not be fi lled with the Holy Spirit for 
one day but for every day of your life. Be 
under the intoxication and also under the 
control of the Holy Spirit and you will 
begin to sing hymns and praises every day 
of your life.

GOD bless you!Pastor Mzwandile Jezile.

Daisy Makaringe.
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A MAGNIFICENT birdie at the 18th 
hole saw Spain’s Pablo Larrazabal 
claiming a one-shot victory at the 
European Tour’s Alfred Dunhill 
Championship at Leopard Creek 
Country Club on Sunday.

The Spaniard’s victory saw him 
overcoming a horror front nine after 
blisters left him battling to even walk.

He held a three-shot lead going into 
the fi nal round, but fi ve bogeys and a 
double-bogey on his front nine saw him 
turn back towards the clubhouse with a 
six-over-par score of 41.

Larrazabal afterwards admitted that he 
had battled through the pain of blistered 
feet to win the tournament at the course 
where his professional career fi rst started 
12 years ago. His fi nal-round 75 gave 
him a tournament total of eight under-
par, one shot ahead of Sweden’s Joel 
Sjoholm (69) in second place.

The Spaniard showed immense heart 
as he pulled himself out of a three-way 
tie for the lead and won by a single 
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Pablo Larrazabal won the Alfred Dunhill 
Championship at Leopard’s Creek last 
week, despite su� ering from blisters on 
is big toe. 

Larrazabal wins Alfred Dunhill golf
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stroke on eight under par. He took a 
three-shot lead into the fi nal round after 
carding a solid 70 in hot and breezy 
conditions on Saturday, when he was 
already battling blisters. The Spaniard 
said he woke up on Sunday believing he 
would not be able to play as blisters left 
him struggling even to put on his shoes.

“I could not walk or put my shoe on, 
I could not walk to the buggy or the 
putting green. I really struggled all day, 
I have a big blister on my big toe,” he 
said. Larrazabal described the win as the 
most memorable of his entire career.

“This has been the toughest day of my 
golf career. I developed blisters on my 
feet on the back nine in the third round. 
I woke up this morning and put my golf 
shoes on, and I couldn’t walk. I also had 
a blister on my right toe and that meant I 
couldn’t swing through the ball properly. 
I really struggled. I was in pain on every 
shot,” said Larrazabal.

The eff ects of that pain was evident as 
the Spaniard limped to card a front nine 
41.

“When I stepped onto the 10th tee, 
I told myself that I had just played the 
worst front nine of my career, but I was 
still just two shots behind the leader,” he 
said. 

“I made myself believe. I just tried to 
put my ball on the fairway and let my 
short game do the talking. I put a lot of 
heart into it. My golf career started here 
in this tournament 12 years and 388 
tournaments ago. Now I get to lift this 
trophy. It’s very special,” he said.

“If it was any other tournament, I 
might have just given up. But Leopard 
Creek is so special to me. All of the 
members here at Leopard Creek are 
good friends. So to win here is a dream 
come true,” he said.

South Africa’s Charl Schwartzel 
decided to make his comeback from 
an eight-month injury layoff  in a 
tournament he has won four times and 
fi nished second in four times as well. He 
came close to winning it before fi nishing 
tied third on six under with a fi nal round 
of 70. 


