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AS 2019 barrels towards its end, 
very few would be sad to see this year 
go. The man with the bad comb-over 
called us a s%$hole, global protests 
and climate change disasters made it 
increasingly diffi  cult to read the news.

On national level, we contended 
with the prince of darkness, the state-
owned enterprises failed spectacularly, 
drought brought many farmers to 
their knees and across our borders, 
Mozambique battled two devastating 
tornadoes, while South Africans learnt 
that, here at the tip of Africa, we are 
not immune to devastating storms. 

In Mpumalanga, femicide rose 
alarmingly and poaching of wild 

animals continued with even some of 
our rangers losing their lives to protect 
our natural heritage.

But as always, much good brought 
forth the resilience of true South 
Africans and Siya Kolisi and his team 
gave our corruption-tired and much-
poorer-than before-citizens hope. 
While the brain drain continued, many 
good citizens stayed and are indeed 
making a diff erence and facilitating 
change. 

Despite diff erences of colour, 
religion and status, we survived and 
we did so in true pioneering spirit. The 
Rand is almost not worth the paper it 
is printed on, but most continued to 

2019 - A re� ection of what 
can go wrong and how 
much can still go right

give their best and women came into 
their own. With the price of fuel, in 
the Slowveld, we almost traded our 
Klippies for sniffi  ng our petrol and 
diesel tanks.

NewsHorn wishes all its readers 
and advertisers a peaceful and blessed 
Christmas period and holidays to 
renew their strength. Come 2020, we 
would continue to take hands with our 
fellow Lowvelders and bring Good 
News. To all those who lost loved ones 
(also at the NewsHorn), we wish you 
strength and vissectitude to not give 
up your goals and vision and continue 
to rise to life’s challenges. God is still 
in charge, despite what it looks like.
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TRAC IS 
ALWAYS THERE 
FOR YOU ALONG 
THE N4 TOLL ROUTE

facebook.com/TracN4 @TRACN4route

www.tracn4.co.zainstagram.com/TracN4
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GUARDIAN
ON THE

N4

TRAC ready for the holiday season on the N4
THIS time of the year, an infl ux of 

motorists would once again ensure that 
TRAC’s support staff  on the N4 Toll 
Route would be some of the few working 
South Africans over the upcoming 
December holidays. Thousands of 
motorists are expected to travel between 
Gauteng, Mpumalanga and Mozambique.

To accommodate the surge in traffi  c, 
TRAC had ensured toll plazas would 
be fully manned on peak traffi  c days 
(see dates below). Route patrols would 
be doubled and operational. Roadside 
assistance and 24-hour Helpdesk teams 
would be on high alert throughout the 
festive period. 

Traffi  c on the N4 Toll Route is expected 
to peak on the 6th, 7th, 13th, 14th, 20th, 
21st and 22nd of December and on the 4th 
and 5th of January. On these days, all of 
TRAC’s response units - in collaboration 
with emergency services - SAPS, 
paramedics, Fire and Rescue teams and 
Provincial Traffi  c - would be deployed 
to strategic points along the route - 
Bronkhorstspruit, Middelburg, Milly’s, 
Mbombela (Nelspruit), Hectorspruit, 
Komatipoort and Matola Weighbridge 
(Mozambique) - to enhance incident/
accident support. 

Extremely heavy traffi  c is expected en 
route to the Lebombo Border Post outside 
Komatipoort. TRAC had over the past 
few months issued repeated warnings 
regarding heavy truck delays at the border 
and again wish to reiterate it. Road users 
should be aware that although delays 
at the border would impact traffi  c fl ow 
on the N4, border clearing processes do 
not fall under TRAC’s jurisdiction or 
responsibility and it could not be held 
liable for, or assist with, backlogs relating 
to this.

However, TRAC would work closely 

with the Lebombo Border Control 
Operational Co-ordinating Committee 
and Ressano Garcia Border offi  cials to 
assist with traffi  c management measures 
to improve traffi  c fl ow. These include the 
provision of several logistical items and 
road user information.

From December 11:
Although the Lebombo and Ressano 

Garcia Border posts would be operational 
24 hours per day from December 13 to 
January 13, road users are advised that 
certain additional traffi  c management 
operations would be implemented from 11 
December. These include:

South Africa (eastbound)
• A traffi  c control point would be 
established at Coopersdal, where all 
vehicles are to come to a dead stop. 
Be patient and expect an approximate 
30-minute delay
• Taxis will be diverted to the old 
Komatipoort Airfi eld, which had been 
prepared by TRAC to accommodate more 
than 1 000 vehicles at a time. Clearing 

will be done at this facility and taxis 
would then be escorted to the border
• Commercial vehicles (trucks) would 
be redirected onto the Coopersdal road 
(R582) and Strydomsblok, to be processed 
at KM 7. These vehicles would return 
via the same route and queue at Mananga 
Road, while awaiting border crossing 
• Busses would also be cleared at KM 7
• Private vehicles should proceed straight 
on the N4 to the Lebombo Border Post. 
These road users are urged to stay in the 
right lane, after passing the BP garage, as 
the left lane will be reserved for trucks, 
convoys and offi  cial vehicles. 
• To avoid unnecessary traffi  c on the route, 
vehicles en route to Komatipoort, Kruger 
National Park or Ngwenya Lodge are 
advised to use the Tenbosch turnoff .

Mozambique (westbound)
• There would be three (3) west-bound 
traffi  c lanes and one lane in the opposite 
direction
• There would be six (6) stop areas: one 
next to Moamba for observation purposes 
only, one compulsory stop at KM 10 and 

also at KM 14 and the fi nal one next to the 
cemetery in Ressano Garcia.

• On the remaining three locations, the 
traffi  c would be split as follows:
Main dispatching of travellers at KM 4 
and KM 7
Organising of police escort at KM 4 
• Each control point would be manned 
by SAPD and customs and immigration 
offi  cials
• the public transport terminal would be 
transferred to the Ressano Garcia Border 
Post.

Construction on the N4 Toll Route 
would be on hold from December 13 to 
January 6, next year. Drivers are urged 
to be cautious and obey road signage on 
these strips of road.

For any assistance, contact the TRAC 
Helpdesk on 0800 87 22 64. Stay abreast 
of news about the rout, throughout the 
festive season, by following it on Twitter 
@TRACN4route or visiting its website at 
www.tracn4.co.za.

Masoka Dube

THE Mpumalanga Youth Camp, held 
since 2012, saw this year’s event being 
just as successfully concluded as did the 
previous ones.

Attracting many young people from 
across Mpumalanga, its aim still is 
to promote social cohesion, foster nation-
building and national identity by way 
of sporting activities. It also equips 
young people with the necessary skills to 
address challenges through constructive 
engagement and empower them to work 
towards elimination of poverty and 
unemployment. 

A love for sport is created through the 
establishments of local and community-
driven. This also promotes a healthy 
lifestyle. The trailblazer movement is 
taught as a medium to deal with youth 
issues within a community.

The week-long camp saw participants 
undertaking activities aimed at growing 

Badplaas Youth Camp always changes lives for the better

their personalities and “making them 
better people” who could positively 
contribute towards the growth of the 
country. “The participants participated in 
community outreach programmes around 
eManzana during the programme as 
part of its giving back to the community 
drive,” said Sibongile Nkos, convener and 
group leader of the camp. Young people 
also attended career guidance sessions and 
an entrepreneurial exhibition.

The Youth Camp focuses on participants 

between 14 – 25 years from all races 
backgrounds and is based on three major 
objectives: leadership, nation-building, 
and social cohesion. 

“These objectives are illustrated 
with indoor and outdoor activities. The 
leadership part involves developing and 
instilling leadership skills through various 
life skills activities and teamwork. Social 
cohesion develops positive bonds among 
the young people, promotes tolerance and 
respect for diversity,” said Nkosi.

Social cohesion, respect for diversity and a healthy lifestyle are fostered at the provincial 
youth camps.
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WITH Apostle Peter Jones, 
founder of New Creation 
Embassy thirty members of 
Silgane Location benefi ted 
from clothes and food hampers 
as part of the Fikile Challenge 
Campaign. 

Failure of Human Leadership
Maria Mnisi (Marite Assembly of God)Apostle Jones

Making a di� erence with the Fikile 
Challenge Campaign 

He had urged others to donate 
those clothes no longer in 
use, saying that his own poor 
background drove him to assist 
others in the Lowveld, especially 
with Christmas around the corner.

Lerato Mogane founder of 
Fikile Challenge Campaign 
said communities should stand 
together and share what they 
have.  The campaign started 
last year when Apostle Jones 
assisted the poor with rent 
money, transport fare, food 
parcels, career guidance, working 
opportunities and provided 
support and counselling to 
community members. His radio 
show on Voice of Hope FM every 
Wednesday from 3am till 4am 
sees him also providing healing 
and deliverance to those who 
phone in for help.

If you would like to make 
a donation of second-hand 
clothes, please contact Apostle 
Jones at 081 097 6704 or 
apostlepeternce@gmail.com. 
He would personally collect the 
items. 

CAN human political systems 
save us? We elect national leaders 
and they are quick to disappoint 
us. Only God’s government can 
truly bless humanity. “Let us 
contrast human governments 
and Christ’s government”- Luke 
23:33-43. This is a remarkable 
saying, “Father forgive them, 
they did not know what they were 
doing.” 

Do we forgive others? Or do 
we do so only after they have 
apologised? Jesus teaches us a 
new level of forgiveness before 
repentance, before a change of 
heart, that forgiveness should be 
given because of a deed done in 
ignorance. At the cross, human 
leadership failed. Romans, Jews, 
and the disciples fl oundered.  
Jesus said: Father forgive them.”

Human leaders, in and outside 
the church would always 
disappoint us. We do not know 
what we are doing. It was said, 
“Let Him save himself.” Human 
governments are devouring 
beasts. The Bible warns of a bad 
leader (1 Samuel 8) who would 

“take your sons and appoint 
them for his, it would take your 
daughters… the best of your 
fi elds… take a tenth… and you 
will be his servants.” 

Luke 1 describes Christ’s 
government operating on giving 
and forgiving. He gave His life 
and forgave our sins. Every 
generation thinks that they can 
create a better world and do a 
better job than their parents or 
leaders. By the time we reach 
middle age, optimism can turn 
to pessimism as we are forced 
to face humanity’s and our own 
failures. By the time we are 
old, we begin to see the reality 
of death. We learn that our 
generation too had NOT solved 
the world’s problems. 

However, we do not need to 
fret or turn to pessimism and 
despair. Let us learn to pray, 
“Jesus, remember me when You 
come into Your kingdom.” Jesus 
conquered the gates of hell. He 
ushered in a new government, 
a forgiving government, even 
forgiving those who planned and Apostle Jones praying for the sick 

at his church.

put him to death. His government 
willingly sacrifi ced for all. His 
government forgave a criminal 
based on his attitude alone. 

We represent that eternal 
government every time we 
forgive and make a sacrifi ce 
for others. A failure of human 
leadership is unwillingness to 
sacrifi ce for others. A failure of 
human society is unwillingness to 
forgive imperfect leaders. Jesus 
showed us the way by giving 
his life for all and forgiving all 
our sins. What are we willing to 
sacrifi ce? Who must we forgive?

Maria Mnisi.
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We’ve Moved!
Our new address is: 
1st Floor Nedbank Building
28-30 Brown Street. 
Nelspruit
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Kaapsehoop - a unique stopover in the Mpumalanga mountains
VISITORS, ONCE UNDER THE SPELL OF THIS SMALL TOWN, RETURN OFTEN - BY ALEX ROSE-INNES

DEEP in the montane area of Mpumalanga is a small hamlet where wild horses 
roam and voices of yonder mix with the mist and follow visitors home. Part of the 
Drakensberg escarpment, it is shrouded in magic – a unique and iconic many-horse-
town with a history as rich and diverse as its magni� cent surroundings. Residents 
are just as individual and interesting as the town with its corrugated iron and rock 
historic homes. Ghosts, granite boulders and waterfalls are in abundance, as are the 
many stories surrounding Kaapsehoop. 
Ice cold mountain pools ideal for swimming and set in forests with hidden walkways, 
allow visitors to, for a while, forget the hustle and bustle of daily life. The rocks on the 
various trails are believed to have been set especially in such a way as to depict an 
ancient calender, more than 70 000 years old. Pilot Johan Heine, is currently doing 
scienti� c research on this phenomenon. Watching the sun or the moon rise directly 
above the rock calender is a life-altering experience.

For the more adventurous, there are a 
� ve (5) day trail with overnight facilities 
in an old railway carriage, a three-day 
long horse trip with the very popular 
downhill race on a monster scooter which 
is de� nitely not for the faint-hearted. The 
last trip of the day over six kilometres 
through the surrounding forest, ends at 
a KABBELENDE waterstream where a late 
braai in the bush brings a most enjoyable 
end to a special day.
Other historical places which are popular 
with visitors are the old rock cottage of 
the Commissioner of Mines which had 
been built in 1884 and a steam engine 
from 1910. 

Evan Davies, who fought in the  Battle of Delville in WW1,(during which 21 000 
soldiers were killed, survived and came to live in Kaapsehoop. At the ripe old age of 
80, he died in the peaceful surroundings and is buried in the small cemetery with its 
own intriguing history just outside town.
The town o� ers an abundance  of accommodation, from quaint self-catering 
establishments to an upmarket hotel. The restaurants pander to a large variety of 
palates and a cold beer is always on ice to be enjoyed in front of a warm and inviting 
� replace. Formerly known as Duivelskantoor (devils’ o�  ce), Kaapsehoop became 
known when gold was found in them thar hills in 1872. The story is being told that 
the � rst president of the then ZAR who visited the town, felt that no place should 
give credit to the devil. He named it Kaapschehoop as it reminded him of Table 
Mountain with its spectacular rock formations and misty weather.
Gold panners did not � nd as much bullion as hoped for and made for Barberton 
where mines are still operational today. The wild horses are thought to have either 
been left behind by the gold diggers or even hail from those used during the Anglo 
Boer War. Today, the youngest foal (born to the oldest mare) had been name Siya, 
after South A� ca’s Springbok rugby captain.
Annually, the marathon and the Wild Horse Festival lure many a visitor to 

Kaapsehoop. 
Next year would 
see another Book 
Crawl as part 
of the Innibos 
National Festival 
held in Nelspruit. 
Thousands � ock 
to Mpumalanga 
and many � nd 
their way to 
Kaapsehoop.

Markets sell exquisite art works over 
weekends and fresh honey is also on 
sale. It is di�  cult deciding on which 
pancake or pizza to choose as all the food 
is truly a gastronomic delight. And bring 
your 4-footed friends. In Kaapsehoop, 
everyone with a keen eye and a yearning 
for yesteryear is welcome.
NewsHorn thanks Alita Potgieter for 
sharing her wealth of information 
and every one of those residents who 
contributed to a p lethora of wonderful 
memories.

Kaapsehoop Trails: 013 754 2724
Horse Trails: 013 754 2724
Scootours: 083 576 6541

COMMUNITY NEWS



6 Wednesday 11 December 2019

Sales Manager: Amanda on 074-950-2616 or amanda@newshorn.co.za

ADVERTISEMENT



Greetings, I’m Kebalepile Ramafoko, Miss Mpumalanga 2019, the Ambassador 
for the Mpumalanga Economic Regulator. 

During the Christmas and New Year period there is an increase in festivities, parties, 
family gatherings, work functions and “braais”. While it’s a great time of year, it can 
also be a time of excess, especially when it comes to alcohol.

Research tells us that even when people intend to drink 
responsibly, it can be diffi  cult as getting drunk is often an 
accepted norm.  There is often social pressure to drink and the 
setting makes it easy to consume large amounts.

One of the most important ways to create a less harmful 
drinking culture is to change the acceptance of drunkenness 
and the problems that go with it. 

To transform this and to help you to look after yourself, 
your friends and family, here are some tips, recommended 
by health practitioners to implement during the festive 
season and throughout the year;

• For children and young people under 18 
  years-of-age, not drinking alcohol is the 
  safest option.
• For women who are pregnant, planning 
  a pregnancy or breastfeeding, not 
  drinking is the safest option.
• Don’t drink and drive.
• Liquor traders should not sell liquor to 
  anyone under 18 years-of-age.

The MER supports 16 Days of Activism 
against Gender-Based Violence

THIS MESSAGE WAS BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MPUMALANGA ECONOMIC REGULATOR
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 FMD takes hold in Mpumalanga province
ALL livestock auctions in Mpumalanga 

had been suspended as Foot and Mouth 
Disease (FMD) had taken hold in the 
province. Severe restrictions on meat 
and wool are in place and neighbouring 
countries had banned all meat from South 
Africa.

Farmers and livestock owners had been 
warned to to take precautionary 
measures to prevent the 
spreading of FMD. National 
Agri Minister, Thoko Didiza, 
said farmers who do not 
adhere to strict measures 
could face criminal charges 
and even arrest.

Infected animals had been 
traced to an auction facility 
in Limpopo and Didiza said at 
least fi ve more commercial 
facilities had been aff ected 
as a result. 

Apart from placing 
infected animals in quarantine, other 
precautionary measures include a no-
movement rule of live cloven-hooved 
animals. Farmers may only transport 
healthy animals destined for immediate 
slaughter and all animal buyers had been 

urged to ensure purchased animals are 
free of disease. Any transaction of cloven-
hoofed animals (such as pigs) should 
also be accompanied by a registered 
veterinarian’s health certifi cate.

Transport vehicles should be thoroughly 
disinfected away from any animals before 
they are loaded. Before transporting 
animals to abattoirs vehicles should be 
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected before 
leaving the premises. 

In terms of Section 11 of the 
Animal Diseases Act, 1984 it 

is the responsibility of “any 
owner or manager of land 
on which there are animals 
to take all reasonable steps 
to prevent the infection of 
the animals with any animal 
disease, or parasite and 

the spreading thereof from 
the relevant land or animals.”  

This meant anyone 
spreading FMD by way 
of transporting infected 
animals could be held 

civilly and/or criminally liable. Didiza 
said electronic auctions or one-on-one 
transactions of cloven-hoofed animals, 
(including wildlife), could be considered 
between suppliers if all biosecurity 
protocols, quarantine measures and 

Sta�  Reporter

THE latest scientifi c reports indicate 
that the earth has only ten years to avoid 
irreversible environmental destruction and 
take humanity with it. 

The eff ects of climate change are most 
felt most by those living in extreme 
poverty. These are mostly female. In most 
countries, women bear the biggest burden 
in the gathering and preparation of food 
and water.

Because of this, women are best 
placed to devise eff ective responses, not 
only to advance their own rights, but to 
ensure societal challenges could be better 
addressed. 

Ensuring women and girls receive 
equal professional opportunities could 
turn the tide of global destruction. This 
is according a statement by a non-
profi t organisation (NPO) with ex-USA 
president, Jimmy Carter, at the helm.

The Carter Centre statement in the 
prestigious Times newspaper, made it 
clear that men in leadership positions 
should do more much to promote women 
and girls within the climate movement. 

Global call for 
women farmersveterinary health certifi cates are in place. 

Individual animal identifi cation, as well as 
traceability back to the source from where 
it is moved from, should be adhered to 
before any transaction took place. 

A technical task team consisting of 
DAFF(government) veterinary offi  cials, 
provincial veterinary offi  cials and industry 
groups, led by the National Animal Health 
Forum and experts in the specifi c disease, 
had in the meantime, been established. 

All animal owners are encouraged to 
stay well informed by visiting: www.
nahf.co.za for the FMD-Basic Biosecurity 
Guidelines.

FMD is a highly contagious viral 
disease aff ecting cattle, pigs (domestic 
and wild), sheep, goats and other cloven-
hoofed animals.  Symptoms of the disease 
in animals may include depressed animals, 
sores in the mouth cavity, reluctance to eat 
and lameness. 

FMD may show no clinical signs for up 
to 14 to 21 days from date when animals 
were infected. Visual inspection alone 
is not suffi  cient. No human had ever 
contracted FMD. However, in Cumbria 
in Britain, an army employee involved in 
animal culling as a result of the disease, 
had been infected, the fi rst ever. According 
to international media, the man had been 
sprayed by an infected cow.
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warned to to take precautionary 

Agri Minister, Thoko Didiza, 

in Limpopo and Didiza said at 

In terms of Section 11 of the 
Animal Diseases Act, 1984 it 

is the responsibility of “any 
owner or manager of land 
on which there are animals 

the animals with any animal 
disease, or parasite and 

the spreading thereof from 
the relevant land or animals.”  

The ugly sores in an infected 
animal’s mouth showing FMD.

Sta�  Reporter

TRESOR Executive Experience hosted 
some of Maputo’s most infl uential 
business people recently and NewsHorn 
was there to capture the moment. 
Joining well-known South African artist, 
Candice Africa, the Who’s Who of the 
Mozambiquan business industry took part 
in the lavish event. The event took place at 

Discover TRESOR’s celebration of 
style in Mozambique

the 4- star Cardoso Hotel in Maputo with 
the title “people do business with people”.

Established in the entertainment 
industry in May 2010, TRESOR has since 
evolved into an innovative, dynamic entity 
to become a unique executive experience. 
Their aim is to host senior executives and 
diplomats in an intimate environment, 
off ering the very best in food, wine, live 
entertainment, networking and provide a 
uniquely everlasting TRESOR experience.

TRESOR event manager, Daniel Timana 
and Newshorn’s sales manager, Amanda 
Joubert.

 Godfrey Mvura, the CEO of Elite Hosting 
(Hotel Carodosa).
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University of Mpumalanga Sportswoman of the Year, Nokukhanya Shongwe receiving 
her award from the University of Mpumalanga Vice-Chancellor, Professor Thoko 
Mayekiso .

ABOUT US
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• Watervanbovern 

• Belfast 
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Reception
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Masoka Dube

THE University of 
Mpumalanga’s (UMP) netball star 
Nokukhanya Shongwe(22) made 
it clear that she would continue 
to play for UMP although she 
would no longer be a full-time 
student at the university. She 
would enrol for shorter courses 
to stay a member of her sports 
team.

 “I enjoy being part of the 
UMP netball team, that is why I 

will make sure that next year I continue 
playing for them. I was doing my fi nal 
year, so to make sure that I remain as 
part of the team, I will enrol for a short 
course,” said Shongwe.

When asked how she feels about being 
named the UMP Best Sportswoman of 
the Year Award, she said: “Winning the 
award made me feel excited and it also 
improved my confi dence as an athlete 
as well as a person. It encourages me 

to strive to be excellent in sport. It is 
something I will never forget,” she said. 

“When I got to UMP in 2016 I joined 
the campus team and eventually I 
was selected for the university team. 
Throughout my university life, I had been 
part of the Siyabuswa campus and the 
university team. Last year I was appointed 
as the vice-captain of the Siyabuswa team 
and later the very same year was also 
chosen as  captain of the UMP team,” 
she said. Shongwe had played for several 
clubs in the province and is defi nitely a 
player to watch. He dream is to play for 
Mpumalanga Sunbirds, which is oart in 
the Telkom National League. 

When she is at home in Nkomazi, 
she plays for the Bernini Girls in the 
Enhlanzeni League.

This talented girl started playing netball 
when she still young at the Fairview 
Academy where she did her primary 
education. She completed her matric at 
Suikerland Secondary School in Malalane 
and played netball throughout her high 
school career.

Nkomazi athlete wins 
UMP annual sports award


