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IN HIS adjusted budget speech, 
Mpumalanga MEC of Finance, Pat 
Ngomane, said that as a result of the poor 
national economic outlook, provincial 
eff orts should be doubled to ensure “a 
better life for all.” 

Ngomane said at provincial level, the 
growth rate was expected to be in line 
with national prospects for this year.  An 
average annual provincial growth rate of 
1.6% between 2018 and 2023 is predicted. 

The minister voiced his concern 
regarding the weak economic performance 
of four municipal areas. 

These areas contribute almost 70% to 
Mpumalanga’s economy and include the 
City of Mbombela, Emalahleni, Steve 
Tshwete and Govan Mbeki Municipalities. 
Growth rates in these were a mere one 
(1)% or less between 2014 and 2018 
annually.

The low growth severely impacted job 
creation. Despite more than 52 000 jobs 
created during the latest fi nancial year, job 
losses off set this growth to refl ect a mere 
2065 new jobs. Most of these were across 
fi nance, mining, community services 
and agriculture. In July this year, the 
Statistician-general, Risenga Maluleke, 
singled out Mpumalanga as one of the two 
South African provinces with the highest 

unemployment record.
Ngomane made it clear that the only 

sustainable way forward would be for 
government and private stakeholders to 
work together. 

He proposed strategic partnerships and 

Mpumalanga’s growth re� ects 
that of national government

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

ADJUSTED BUDGET HIGHLIGHTED LOW ECONOMIC GROWTH

GOSPEL 
MUSIC AWARDS

08 December

AGS Communio Church

From R200 
@ 18:00

SOUL SESSION & 
LIFESTYLE XPERIENCE

@ 10:00
From R150

01 December

Botanical Garden, Mbombela

FREE

CHORAL
XPERIENCE

Church on the Hill, KaMagugu
@ 08:00

30 November

TM

Tickets available at Computicket

FREE

MUSIC
XPERIENCE

Mbombela Stadium
@ 18:00

30 November

R100 | R450 VIP

Ebukhosini Resort,Nkomazi
@ 18:00

29 November

Ebukhosini Resort,Nkomazi

29 November

 KASI 
XPERIENCE

 FREE

CARNIVAL 
XPERIENCE

Promenade Centre, Mbombela 
@ 11:00

29 November

 Makhalisa | Amatshatangubo  | Abafana BakaMgqumeni | Master Models | Basadi badi thaga | Diphakwe Cultural Group | Theresa Jacobs Orkes | Khoi-san Cultural Group | Hard and Entertainment | Masizakhe Cultural Group | 
Sai Natraj Classic Dance Academy | AKA | Cassper Nyovest | DJ Vigro Deep | DJ Trevor Dee | Madumane |  DJ Chrizozo | Uncle Mdu |DJ Sihlabane | DJ Mbhabha | Gugu | Syberight | Kwesta | DJ Zoe | Mlindo the Vocalist | Dr Malinga | Passion Master | Deidree Precious | 

Khaya Angel | TP Zet featuring Chosen | Kedebone Mkhabela | DJ Sergio Taylor | Sybarite | DJ Smith(Bosso ) | Saint Riolo | DJ Kulca | DJ Zincho | Lady Pac |Afrotraction | Samthing Soweto | Musa | Karabo | Princess Indlovukazi | Stimela | Wilson B Nkosi | Sentle | 
Sweet Mike | King Harris | Vashawn Mitchell (USA) | Lebo Sekgobela  | Ayanda Ntanzi | Sicelo Moya | Sbu Noah | KaNyamazane Gospel Group | TACS Mbombela | Phindile Phoky | Godfrey Mondlane  

stressed that the global and domestic 
trend towards renewable energy should be 
speedily addressed.

Finally, the minister said he was 
positive that a 4% growth in Mpumalanga 
over the next couple of years would be 

possible and again reaffi  rmed the 
government’s broad agenda, with the 
aim to stimulate the economy and 
re-ignite the potential of its people 
in pursuance of shared and inclusive 
economic growth. 
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TRAC IS 
ALWAYS THERE 
FOR YOU ALONG 
THE N4 TOLL ROUTE

facebook.com/TracN4 @TRACN4route

www.tracn4.co.zainstagram.com/TracN4

TRACN4

YOUR

GUARDIAN
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ABOUT US

 Voice of hope fm is Gospel Radio Station which strive to contribute 
positive life to a society full of poverty, child and woman abuse, teenage 
pregnancy, HIV/AIDS, Alcohol and drug and Abuse by playing a major role 

in eradicating these, also to promote the ethical practice of Ubuntu. 
Bring a positive attitude towards people, Making sure that women 

and youth are empowered and mobilized to engage in their own 
development, physically, Mentally and also to encourage the community 

to live by Godly principles.

BROADCAST AREAS

LISTENERSHIP
234 000 

listenership

BROADCAST 
HOURS 

24/7

PROGRAM FORMAT
Talk 60% 

Music 40%

TARGET MARKET 
Irrespective of 

gender, age group 
religion, culture or 
political a�  liation

• Mbombela Municipality
• Nkomazi  Municipality

• Bushbuckridge Municipality
• Thaba Chweu Municipality

• Watervanbovern 

• Belfast 
• Tzaneen 

• The kingdom of Eswatini
• Mozambique

SERVICES OFFERINGS

Entertainment - music, features and competitions advertising platform 
Life style - re� ect the social life, economic and development 

Community - fundraising , sponsorship and events
Information - News , weather, sport update , � nancial and tra�  c report

Reception
Tel: 013 752 2423
 admin@voiceofhopefm.co.za

Physical Address 
Corner Samora Machel & Henshall Street, Promenade 

Shopping Centre, Suite 7B, Nelspruit, 1200
Website 

www.voiceofhopefm.co.za

To advertise with us

Marketing Department
sales@voiceofhopefm.co.za

Tel: 013 752 2423
cell: 079 179 7901

 TRAC continues to address truck backlog

WITH the holiday season barrelling 
down on the Lowveld, Trans African 
Concessions (TRAC) remained concerned 
about the truck backlog en route to the 
Lebombo Border Post. (NewsHorn 
reported on this in the previous issue.) 
TRAC continued to fi nd ways to improve 
the situation which had escalated since 
September this year.

 Road users, local landowners and 
businesses had approached TRAC 
regarding this problem. According to 
Solange Soares, communications manager 
at TRAC, the organisation was extremely 
concerned for various reasons. These 
queues not only block farm and business 
entrances, but also obstruct traffi  c fl ow 
and create safety hazards, with the 
upcoming peak travel period around the 
corner.

 TRAC recently met with Lebombo 
Border Post management and other 
stakeholders to understand the reasons 
behind the backlog. According to offi  cials, 
it was mostly due to a lack of capacity 
(staff ) at the border. These offi  cials 
told TRAC that the truck traffi  c is too 
excessive to be accommodated adequately.  

 In a bid to improve safety in the 
aff ected area and alleviate some of the 
frustration, TRAC had erected a four-way 
stop at the Komatipoort/Sasol Garage 
Intersection. 

“We believe this will at least 

Sta�  Reporter

improve vehicle movement across the 
intersection,”said Soares. 

However, in a media statement, it 
was made clear that further intervention 
from the relevant authorities was needed 
to eradicate the problem. Clearing 
procedures should improve drastically and 
additional human resources were required, 
especially during the upcoming holiday 
season. 

 “We are also of the opinion that 
expansion is overdue at the Komati Load 
Control Centre, which is managed by 
TRAC and owned by SANRAL. This 
should include the expansion of the 
facility, through the addition of a second 
layby and improvements to the access 
road.  According to Soares, TRAC off ered 
to assist with such a project a few years 

ago but, due to SANRAL’s budgetary 
constraints, the suggestion was declined. 

 “In view of the above, TRAC is urging 
road users to take additional care when 
driving on this section of the route. 
Please remain patient and adhere to road 
regulations. We also encourage travellers 
to plan their trips in such a way that high 
traffi  c volumes could be dealt with,” asked 
Soares. 

The Lebombo Border would be 
operational 24-hours a day from 
December 13, to January 13, 2020. 

 For more information on traffi  c updates 
or to report a problem, call TRAC’s 24-
hour Helpdesk on 0800 87 22 64/082 881 
4444 (RSA) or +258 84 34 34 34 6 for 
Mozambique. Alternatively, follow TRAC 
on Twitter @TRACN4Route. 

NEW 4-WAY STOP AT KOMATI/SASOL GARAGE ERECTED
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WATER and Sanitation Minister, 
Lindiwe Sisulu, had called on dam owners 
across the country to adhere to dam safety 
legislation in the wake of extreme weather 
patterns. She warned transgressors that 
the department would take legal action if 
necessary.

“We are faced with water security 
challenges as a country and 
key to this is deteriorating 
infrastructure. I urge dam 
owners to do their bit to 
safeguard water infrastructure 
by conducting the required 
evaluations. This would 
protect society from 
potential dam failures 
but would also ensure 
guaranteed storage, 
especially in the current 
climatic conditions,” said 
Sisulu.

Sisulu said that for 
the 2018/19 period, at 
least 313 dam safety evaluation reports 
were expected to be submitted to the 
Dam Safety Offi  ce of the department. 
However, only but only 207 (66%) were 
submitted, a decline compared to the 81% 
achievement in the previous years.

“Each dam must have a safety 
inspection conducted every fi ve years. 
In this case, dam owners are required 
to arrange for the execution of a formal 
dam safety inspection by an approved 
professional person.

 “The department remains committed to 
safeguard water resources in the country. 
As such, dam owners are encouraged to 
play their role by abiding by dam safety 
legislations set out in the National Water 
Act,” Sisulu said.

The department owns 20 of the 
country’s largest dams in terms of storage 
capacity and is mandated to register and 

 The weather in and 
around the Lowveld

DESPITE good rainfall in Nkomazi, the 
South African Weather Service (SAWS) 
said residents should be geared for 
below-normal rainfall and above-normal 
temperatures.

The summer rainfall season started 
with some extreme weather conditions 
across the country. Residents of Malalane, 
Komatipoort and various rural areas in the 
Nkomazi region posted photos of rain in 
the province, but according to SAWS, it is 
far below par. 

The International Research Institute 
in Columbia, USA posted an “enhanced 
probability for below-normal 
precipitation” for Dec-Feb through Feb-
Apr in southern Africa. 

Dam owners urged to stick to the rules 
as drought takes hold

NEWS

SA Places published a chart of 
temperatures and rainfall for various 
regions in the country.  In the Kruger 
National Park, the hottest days during 
November and December are predicted 
to be between 30 and 32 with average 
rainfall between 112 and 114mm 
respectively over the same period.

No special warnings had so far been 
released by SAWS, but the rainfall and 
possible fl ooding in the southern Highveld 
of Mpumalanga had been put on special 
watch.

In the Lowveld itself, cooler 
temperatures would be around 18 
degrees with regular fog patches and 
thunderstorms. Hotter days would see 
temperatures rise to 26, although for those 
actually living in the area, the heat is 
diff erent and higher.

Each 
dam must 

have a safety 
inspection 

conducted every 
� ve years

classify all dams across the country.  It 
also ensured that all dams with a safety 
risk were designed, built and altered to 
comply with appropriate engineering 
standards. 

Dam owners should fi rstly apply for 
classifi cation of the dam. The Department 

would then communicate 
with the applicant regarding 
classifi cation and any 
further procedures.

A category one dam 
is a safety risk and the 
applicant should apply 
for a construction licence. 
Categories two and three 
would need the services of 
a professional in the fi eld. 
These professionals would 
then apply and oversee 
the entire process of 
construction of a new dam.

Sisulu urged water 
boards, municipalities and 
the agricultural and mining 
industries to ensure dam safety 
evaluations are conducted 

and engineering recommendations 
implemented timeously.

Water and Sanitation Minister, Lindiwe 
Sisulu.
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ACCORDING to the chairperson for 
the Marloth Park Ratepayers Association 
(MPRA), Cindy Benson, she cannot 
comment on the culling issue as it is sub 
judice.

The culling issue had seen the town’s 
residents divided over the years and 
further legal assistance had now been 
obtained. 

A resident of the town contacted 
NewsHorn with regards to the culling, 
but it would not be benefi cial to the 
community for the newspaper to become 
involved in this contentious issue. 

ON December 19, Sharon MacDonald 
of the Tin Shack in hosting a free 
Christmas lunch for senior residents. 
According to Cindy Benson, chairperson 
of Marloth Park Ratepayers Association 
MPRA), 70% of residents in the town are 
considered seniors. MPRA is currently 
collecting donations for gift hampers for 
them.

Marloth’s roads repaired 
before holiday in� ux

THANKS to the eff orts of 
Cindy Benson, chairperson of 
the Marloth Park Ratepayer’s 
Association (MPRA), damaged 
and deteriorating gravel roads 
in town are currently being 
upgraded.

With the end-of-year holidays 
around the corner, teams would 
even continue working over 
weekends to ensure better driving 
conditions for the many visitors 
who fl ock to this town. 

Marloth Park with its 
permanent residents of just over 
1 000, sees another 3 000 visitors 
during December holidays taking 
up residence. 

Benson told NewsHorn that 
she would be conducting a proper 
count this December regarding 
permanent and holiday residents.

She addressed the roads 
issue with the local director of 
infrastructure, Cllr Mziako, who 
not only timeously sent in teams 
to improve the roads, but also 
undertook to supply Marloth 
Park with its own tipper truck 
and road grader in the near 
future.

The next Marloth Park project 
to be undertaken by the Nkomazi 
Local Municipality would be 
the supply of proper storm water 
piping.

Latest on the culling issue

 Christmas lunch for seniors in 
Marloth Park

NewsHorn had broached the subject 
with both the informant and Benson and 
would abide by the chair’s decision not to 
comment.

The Nkomazi Local Municipality had 
stipulated that they were to cull (shoot) 
some animals to keep the land from being 
overgrazed, but the MPRA had been 
awarded a high court interdict in 2017 to 
stop culling by means of shooting. The 
MPRA is of the opinion that there were 
safer methods of game removal than 
shooting in a residential area.

Shooting in a built-up area is illegal 
and the MPRA rightly stated that it would 
endanger the lives of visitors, tourists, 
employees and residents. 

This initiative had been very successful 
in 2018 and the seniors loved every 
minute and the special treats. This year, 
there would also be some entertainment 
provided.

With a beautiful Christmas tree, guests 
could forget about their dwindling 
pensions and the economy and even have 
a free sugar- and blood pressure test.

Thanks to Cindy Benson and the local MEC for road 
infrastructure, MP  Mziako, Marloth Park’s roads 
would be upgraded before the Christmas holidays. 
(Photo supplied by Cindy Benson)

What overgrazed land looks like (left) as opposed to the holistically managed section on 
the right. (Photo for illustration purposes only – not MP.)

COMMUNITY NEWS
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CAREER AND HOLIDAY IDEAS

Marjoné Joubert.

WWW.RACUS.CO.ZA/

■ Postgraduate 
■ Degrees 
■ Diplomas 
■ Higher Certificates 
■ Occupational courses  
■ Short learning programmes

PAYMENT PLANS. TEXTBOOKS INCLUDED.  |  National Call Centre 0861 BOSTON  |  45 Support Centres Nationwide
Boston City Campus & Business College (Pty) Ltd Reg. No.1996/013220/07 is registered with the Department of Higher Education and 

Training as a private higher education institution under the Higher Education Act, 1997  (Act No.101 of 1997).
Registration Certificate No. 2003/HE07/002.

*T’s & C’s apply.

Serious about Education. 
Serious about You.

Adjusted cmyk

SO WE PROMISE  
YOU A WORLD-CLASS  
EDUCATION.

Accredited by the British Accreditation Council

Go to boston.co.za to learn more

REGISTER NOW & PAY 
2019 FEES IN 2020!*

Discipline, Focus and 
Determination o� ered

 Are you a parent and you struggle 
with motivating your child or getting 
them interested in activities other 
than social media? 

Nelspruit Schools Shooting 
Academy could provide guidance to 
young children and adults to become 
successful and disciplined young 
individuals.

The Academy was founded in 
2013 and for the past six years, 

owner Lawrence Baird and his team 
continued to grow, motivate and inspire 
the youth. 

From six (6) years on through high 
school, many children were taught how 
to focus on their goals, how to aim and 
follow through while outside of a rigid 
school environment. 

Through the art of airgun 
shooting, youngsters were taught 
discipline, confi dence and focus 
in an environment where balance 
and improved fi ne and gross motor 
abilities, were also addressed.

The young students would be able to 
handle an airgun with stringent safety 
protocols in place. 

This could even lead to a possibility 
of joining a local or provincial shooting 
team and compete for national colours.

With the mounting pressure of 
today’s society and the eff ect it has on 
children, it had become of paramount 
importance to equip them with the 
necessary tools and guidance to stay 
focused.  

Nelspruit School Shooting Academy 
would ensure the young students 
are equipped with an enhanced self-
discipline and self-respect. 

An environment of self-reward 
empower children in a way not 
necessarily found in a general school 
environment.

Holiday Fun Shoot
Nelspruit School Shooting Academy 

is hosting a Holiday – Airgun Fun 
Shoot on 10,13,16,18 & 20 Dec from 
9-11 am at R250 per Day (excluding 
air gun hire). 

They are located at Canary Walk 
Mall in Nelspruit. For additional 
information and bookings, contact 
Lawrence on 060 734 0461.

SOMATOLOGY is defi ned as the study 
or science of the human body, a multi-
disciplined aesthetic career. 

There are various excellent diploma 
programmes available for either a 3- or 
4-year course. It equips graduates with 
skills and in-depth knowledge of advanced 
skin and body treatments to enhance the 
holistic care of their clients. 

Technikons off er a National Diploma 
(3 years) and a BTech degree (4 years). 
Various accredited beauty academies also 
off er a National Diploma.

With either a diploma or a degree in 
the pocket, somatologists bring many 
skills to the aesthetics industry:

Looking for a career in aesthetics?
• Biotics
• Body exfoliation and wraps
• Bridal make-up techniques
• Business management
• Diet and nutrition
• Electrical epilation,
• Facial skin care and beauty treatments
• Hydrotherapy
• Laser and plastic surgery
• Massage techniques and lymph drainage
• Nail technology
• Microdermabrasion and peelings
• Oil and cosmetic chemistry
• Physiology and anatomy
• Prescriptive retailing
• Refl exology and Aromatherapy
• Skin and body analysis

Photo: Sourced
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Shop online at www.streetfever.com

29 NOVEMBER 2019

R39999

ADIDAS FOREST GROVE PS
BLACK/WHITE

WAS R89999

Shop online at www.streetfever.com

R59999

FILA CAGE
ASSORTED
COLOURS

WAS R149999

R19999

PUMA AMP TEE
RED/BLACK

WAS R34999

R39999

NEW BALANCE 754 GS
BLUE/WHITE

WAS R59999

R49999

ADIDAS CAMPUS GS
NAVY/WHITE

WAS R99999

R49999

ASICS GEL-LYTE
PINK

WAS R89999
R9999

PUMA ESS CAP
ASSORTED COLOURS

WAS R24999

R19999

NIKE NSW TEE
NAVY/WHITE

WAS R29999
R39999

PUMA TRACKTOP
RED

WAS R79999
R29999

CONVERSE THUNDERBOLT
GREY/WHITE

WAS R59999

*TERMS AND CONDTIONS APPLY *WHILST STOCKS LAST

EXCLUSIVE BLACK FRIDAY DEALS, MORE IN STORE!!

R34999

PUMA TRACKPANTS
RED

WAS R79999

KIDS

KIDS KIDS

Shop 16, Nelspruit Plaza, Nelspruit 
067 245 0681

Shop 79, Acornhoek Mall, Acornhoek 
010 023 0355

Sta�  reporter

No “pens down parties”- Dept of Education
EDUCATION authorities had urged 

matric pupils to desist from attending end 
of exam celebrations, known as “pens 
down” parties. 

These parties, it is said, usually have 
no adult supervision, safety or security 
measures in place. In the past, matric fi nal 
exam parties had claimed the lives of 
many young people through car accidents 
and violence.

Mpumalanga’s Education MEC, 
Bonakele Majuba, said matric pupils 
should desist from the parties as they were 
“destructive” in nature, with unprotected 

sex and the use of substance abuse, a 
fi xture at these parties. 

“The so called “Pens Down Parties” 
must be discouraged because of their 
destructive nature wherein learners tend 
to engage in unwholesome activities such 
as substance abuse, unprotected sex and 
tearing of their school uniforms leading 
to others contracting sexually transmitted 
diseases, unwanted pregnancies and worst 
of all the loss of lives,” said Majuba.

He called on schools and parents to be 
alert to these parties as they were usually 
planned secretly, without the knowledge 
of parents and teachers. “I request schools 
and parents to be alert because some 
of these parties are planned secretly by 

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

WITH the festive season drawing closer, 
incidents in which stokvel members were 
attacked are increasing in Mpumalanga.

Provincial police spokesperson, 
Brigadier Leonard Hlathi, said it was 
important that members of the public 
pressed charges against criminals. This 
after a resident of Bushbuckridge (BBR) 
was the latest victim, but did not report 
the crime. Hlathi also urged people not 
to carry large amounts of cash. “People 
must remember that we are nearing the 
festive season and criminals are also busy. 
Rather use electronic means such as EFT 
to transfer money and pay for goods,” he 
warned.

According to the latest victim, Amelia 
Khoza (45) from Cunningmore B in BBR, 
the perpetrators travel in a black VW Golf. 
She had been attacked by three men near 
her home and robbed of the money she 
collected from the stokvel to which she 
belonged. The men accosted her before 
undressing her to search for the money. 
Her daughter witnessed the episode.

She believed these criminals were 
tipped-off  by one of the members. Khosa 
handles the fi nances of the group. This 
however, is not just occurring in BBR, but 
across the province. Be alert.

Police warn people to 
refrain from carrying 
large amounts of cash

learners. “Parents need to closely monitor 
the movement of their children these days 
to ensure that they do not participate in 
these parties,”said the MEC.

Majuba also requested community 
leadership, including pastors, to join the 
department in condemning these activities 
and to do everything possible to ensure 
that there was no opportunity for such 
activities to take place in their areas of 
jurisdiction.

The MEC urged pupils not to damage 
their uniforms by ripping them up and 
writing messages on them, but instead, to 
donate it those who needed them.

“It is in our hands to safeguard the 
future of our children,” he said.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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 Local somatologist turns princesses into queens

EVERY woman, no matter how 
beautiful,somtimes needs a helping hand 
to enhance her looks. At Je’Taime Salon 
in Mbombela, somatologist Roelien 
Greyling does that and more. She uses 
the faces of her clients of all ages, as a 
painter’s palette and creates magic.

Training in somatology opens many 
doors into the health and wellness 
industry and with many learners fi nishing 
their fi nal exams, it would behove them 
well to consider this industry with its 
many opportunities, not only as part of a 
team, but as an entrepreneur.

Somatology is defi ned as the 
study or science of the human 
body, a multi-disciplined 
aesthetic career. There are 
various excellent diploma 
programmes available for 
either a 3- or 4-year course. 
It equips graduates 
with skills and in-depth 
knowledge of advanced 
skin and body treatments to 
enhance the holistic care of 
their clients. Technikons off er a 
National Diploma (3 years) and a 
BTech degree (4 years).

Speaking to Roelien 
during a make-over 
session, she made 
it clear that this 
section of the 
beauty industry 
off ers many 

advantages such as the freedom to choose 
one’s own hours and be your own boss, 
but most of all, transforming women’s 
lives. It is defi nitely an exciting and 
rewarding career.

With either a diploma or a degree in 
the pocket, somatologists bring many 
skills to the aesthetics industry:

• Biotics
• Body exfoliation and wraps
• Bridal make-up techniques
• Business management

• Diet and nutrition
• Electrical epilation,

• Facial skin care and beauty 
treatments
• Hydrotherapy
• Laser and plastic surgery

• Massage techniques and 
lymph drainage
• Nail technology

• Microdermabrasion and 
peelings
• Oil and cosmetic chemistry

• Physiology and anatomy
• Prescriptive retailing

• Refl exology and 
Aromatherapy

• Skin and body 
analysis

Call Roelien 
on 084 370 
1421 for an 
appointment. 

SOMATOLOGY - AN EXCELLENT CAREER AND ENTREPRENEURIAL CHOICE

team, but as an entrepreneur.
Somatology is defi ned as the 

study or science of the human 
body, a multi-disciplined 
aesthetic career. There are 
various excellent diploma 
programmes available for 
either a 3- or 4-year course. 
It equips graduates 
with skills and in-depth 
knowledge of advanced 
skin and body treatments to 
enhance the holistic care of 
their clients. Technikons off er a 
National Diploma (3 years) and a 
BTech degree (4 years).

Speaking to Roelien 
during a make-over 

• Business management
• Diet and nutrition

• Electrical epilation,
• Facial skin care and beauty 

treatments
• Hydrotherapy
• Laser and plastic surgery

• Massage techniques and 
lymph drainage
• Nail technology

• Microdermabrasion and 
peelings
• Oil and cosmetic chemistry

• Physiology and anatomy
• Prescriptive retailing

• Refl exology and 
Aromatherapy

• Skin and body 
analysis

on 084 370 

She also travels to clients should they 
prefer treatments in the comfort of their 
own home.

Roelien Greyling.
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ILLEGAL trading is seeing 174 tonnes 
of Mozambiquan timber leaving the 
country every day. According to the 
National Administration of Conservation 
Areas (ANAC), certain parts, especially 
Gaza, are almost without any trees.

Not only does it destroy the country’s 
ability to alleviate its carbon footprint, but 
wreaks havoc on sloping and mountainous 
areas which lead to devastating mud 
slides. Most timber is transported from 
Gaza in the south and in the Massingir 
district, logging had almost devastated the 
forest.

ANAC made it clear that it is imperative 

that alternative outcomes be found for the 
poor who use wood to cook and obtain 
warm water. 

Globally, Mozambique had become 
known for the destruction of its forests 
by illegal logging. It had been calculated 
that the country loses close to 200 
million Euros a year as a result of timber 
smuggling. China seems to be at the 
forefront of destroying the natural forests 
as the major culprit regarding illegal 
logging.

The extent of the Chinese illegal 
logging in Mozambique had shocked the 
international conservation community.

Mozambican forests 
destroyed by illegal logging

THE United Arab Emirates (UAE) had 
last year made USD 25 million available 
to fund Mozambican youth entrepreneurial 
projects. 

Another delegation left last week to 
renew contracts with the UAE to access 
fi nance.

TLU/TAU SA today launched a drought 
campaign urging the government to 
off er farmers’ drought relief without any 
prejudice.

“In districts like Fraserburg in the Karoo 
(Northern Cape), where the drought has 
been wreaking destruction for three years, 
the situation has surpassed the critical 
stage,” said Louis Meintjes,  president of 
TLU/TAU SA. 

“We receive messages from Graaff -
Reinet, Murraysburg and Aberdeen 
begging for feed for cattle, sheep and 
goats. There is no grazing left.”

The drought forces farmers to cull their 
animals because there is no feed, and the 
animals are suff ering. 

Crop farmers have accumulated so much 
debt following signifi cantly below average 
yields for up to fi ve years, fi nanciers are 
foreclosing on their properties. They have 
to sell their implements simply to stay 
alive.

“Yet, still no districts have been declared 
disaster areas and drought relief is 
provided selectively, mostly to emerging 
farmers. It is unacceptable and cruel.”

With this campaign, the government 
is urged to – like the drought – not 
discriminate when it comes to drought 
relief. South Africans can contribute 
to TLU/TAU SA’s Drought Fund by 
supporting this campaign as well.

Especially during this destructive 
drought, TLU/TAU SA acts as a 
middleman to negotiate shared risk 
management with all members of the 
value chain so that farmers can get on 
their feet again. 

Mozambique and UAE in major 
funding transactions

TLU launched drought campaign for 
farmers - Join in to make a diff erence

Various fi nancial institutions in Dubai as 
well as the Abu Dhabi Development Fund 
were mentioned as possible fi nanciers of 
agriculture projects in the country. 

Meetings would also be held to fi nalise 
arrangements for air services to and from 
Mozambique by the Emirates Airline.

TLU/TAU SA also provides funds to 
co-operative stores to supply drought 
feed directly to farmers to save money 
otherwise spent on transport and logistics. 

Local farmers’ unions in the TLU/TAU 
SA structure are also working together 
to provide feed and food to farmers’ 
communities.

“Just this weekend we witnessed 
farmers from Williston in the Northern 
Cape queuing kilometres far to receive 
donated feed and food for their families 
and workers,” said Meintjes. 

“Big, burly farmers stood there crying 
from gratitude and despondency. We 
will continue to support farmers, but we 
do need help from outside traditional 
agriculture structures.”

Support the campaign by following this 
link: https://www.tlu.co.za/en/drought/

This picture shows the condition of animals 
and grazing in the drought-stricken 
Northern Cape and Karoo.
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Alex Rose-Innes

WHAT do media people choose for an 
end of year outing? Eating and drinking, 
tick, making a noise, tick and going into 
the bush, tick. And when they heard 
about Kaapsehoop Scootours, many ticks 
in bold. Barrelling down a 6 kilometre 
embankment on two-wheelers (not 
bicycles) was just what the stressed-out lot 
needed and with owner Rudy in exactly 
the same insane reality, no other idea 
for a year-end function could even come 
close. Having lived in the area his entire 
life, Rudy is also an encyclopaedia on 
legs regarding the historic treasures of the 
town.

Careering downhill on a monster 
gravity bike guarantees major fun. (Ladies 
remember a sports bra as it is a gravel 
road!) Add to the fun the iconic sights, 
charm and history of Kaapsehoop and 
one is forever sold on this quaint little 
mountain village. With De Wet Potgieter, 

former editor of Lowvelder in attendance, 
it truly becomes a memorable experience.

Apart from the good food and ambience 
of the restaurants and shops, the clean 
air and water are but part of the mystical 
atmosphere where artists live with wild 
horses, misty mountains and spectacular 
views. Formerly a gold diggers town, the 
gold is now found in the many sights and 
trails on off er for nature lovers.

Do not miss the next edition of 
NewsHorn out on 13 December. Guests, 
who produce their copy of the fi nal edition 
of the newspaper for 2019, would get a 
discount on Scootours. The 5.15 afternoon 
rides culminate in a bushveld braai in a 
magnifi cent forest setting where guests 
can swim in cool rock pools and the beer 
is kept ice cold.

Daily trip schedules: 9:15, 11:15, 13:15 
and 15:15 starting from Kruger Street, 
in Kaapsehoop. Book a trip on 083 576 
6541 and visit https://www.facebook.com/
KaapsehoopScootours/?modal=admin_
todo_tour

Trying to look cool after monster biking it down at Kaapsehoop – front:  sales manager, 
Amanda Joubert, senior journalist, Tumelo Waga Dibakwane and sales representatives, 
Gugu Nkambule aka Gugu Ice and Andre Brummer (also distribution manager for 
NewsHorn). At the back, IT nerd and editor’s bodyguard, Deneys Nieuwoudt.

Living dangerously in beautiful surroundings


