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Masoka Dube

THE Democratic Nurses Organisation 
of South Africa (Denosa) has called on 
the government to strengthen security at 
hospitals throughout the province.

This follows after a 33-year-old patient 
was shot in cold blood at the Emalahleni 
General Hospital earlier this month. The 
man was admitted to the hospital with 
gunshot wounds to his upper body, which 
he suff ered at home.

According to the police an unknown 
man entered the ward during visiting 
hours where the victim was lying in bed 
among other patients and visitors. 

Witnesses said the victim recognised the 
man when he walked into the ward and a 
scuffl  e ensued. They reached the corridors 
of the ward when the suspect allegedly 
drew a fi rearm and shot the victim several 
times, killing him instantly, before 
casually walking out of the hospital.

“We are highly disappointed that the 
culprit has not yet been arrested. Workers 
refuse to work in an unsafe environment. 
Last year, we demanded that Premier 
Refi lwe Mtshwene-Tsipane address us on 
the issue of security,” Denosa provincial 
secretary, Mzwandile Shongwe, said.

“A task team was sent to go and 
benchmark in Gauteng on how to 
improve safety in health facilities. There 
were recommendations submitted to 
the premier’s offi  ce, yet they were not 
implemented,” Shongwe said.     

“We want to know why they were not 
implemented. How many people must die 
or be assaulted or get raped for them to be 

implemented?” an upset Shongwe asked. 
He said Denosa wanted security 

personnel to be employed by the 
government and not private security 
companies as is currently the case. 
The security services at the hospitals 
throughout the province are being handled 
by a security company known as Mafoko 
Security Services.

“It is obvious that the perpetrator has 
not been searched when he entered the 
hospital. We want the government to get 
rid of Mafoko and also install CCTV 
cameras in hospitals,” Shongwe 
said.

Mtsweni-Tsipane visited the 
hospital last week, after the incident, 
and met with union leaders and other 
stakeholders to discuss the issue. 

“We are meeting here today with the 

Hospital security under scrutiny 
after patient was shot dead

Mpumalanga premier, Re� lwe Mtshwene-Tsipane.

The hospital in Emalahleni where a patient 
was shot and killed in cold blood.

unions’ leadership across the health sector 
to discuss the security upgrade in our 
public health facilities,” she said.

“As the government of Mpumalanga, 
with the unions, we would like send our 
condolences to those who have been 
aff ected by the incident that happened 
in Emalahleni Hospital. It happened at 
the time we were about to start with the 
security upgrade,” Mtshweni-Tsipane 
added.

Mafoko Security Services Director 
General, Lebo Nare, said the fi rst thing 
they wanted to state was the fact 
that this was an isolated incident 
that “should not be viewed as 
a benchmark for the quality of 
our services. Mafoko Security 
has a proven track record of 
excellent security services 
across the country.

“We can confi rm that we are 
providing security services at 
Witbank Hospital. We can also 
confi rm that there was an 
incident that took place 
whereby a patient 
was shot dead 
at the hospital 
ward,” he said.   

Nare said 
they have since 
deployed 
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additional security in the form of a 
Tactical Response Unit at their own cost 
to stabilise the hospital site. 

“We will also be providing additional 
perimeter fencing at our own cost as it 
is our social responsibility to assist in 
communities where we are providing 
services. Furthermore, we are in the joint 
process of revising the standard operating 
procedures of security measures at the 
hospital, particularly during visiting 
hours, as the incident took place at the 
height of visiting hours when hospitals are 

most stressed,” he said. 
He added that they also 
submitted a variety of 
security solutions to the 
department of health that 
could assist security offi  cers 
in executing their duties. 

Mpumalanga police 
spokesperson, Brigadier 
Leonard Hlathi, said police 

were pulling all the 
stops to apprehend 

the suspect.  
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 Chamber for disabled to be launched
Masoka Dube

A BUSINESS chamber for people 
living with disabilities will be launched in 
Mpumalanga.

The Mutsoniwa Bendzula Network 
(MBN) will assist disabled businesspeople 
to do and grow their businesses.

One of the founders of the chamber, 
Dolfred Sihlangu, is an activist for people 
living with disabilities.

“We are currently busy with the 
paperwork, so very soon we will be 
launching it. It is an organisation that will 
have offi  ces throughout the province. I 
believe that very soon it will go national 
as there are many people outside the 
province who are also interested to 
become part of the initiative,” Sihlangu 

said. “The chamber will also enable 
our entrepreneurs to network and have 
access to business opportunities with the 
private sector and the government. We 
want the presidents (of chambers) to also 
mention our chamber when addressing 
international investors,” Sihlangu said.  

He said the government was not doing 
enough when it came to employing 
people living with disabilities, adding that 
disabled people were not being shortlisted 
when applying for jobs in the private 
sector and the government. 

However, Sihlangu acknowledged that 
the government was doing its part in terms 
of off ering learnership to disabled people. 

“When it comes to learnership, we are 
happy, but the problem is that after the 
training our people are still unemployed. 
As I said before, we are not preferred.” 
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Another issue he lamented on was the 
fact that not enough schools accommodate 
learners with disabilities. 

He said most disabled learners failed to 
complete grade 12 because they started 
school very late as their names were put 
on a waiting list, where it remained for a 
long time. 

When launching the Disability Rights 
Awareness Month in Middelburg earlier 
this month, Minister in the Presidency: 
Women, Youth and Persons with 
Disabilities, Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, 
has promised to make eff ort to the 
economic liberation of persons with 
disability. She also promised that in the 
next fi ve years, the government would 
focus on improving access to universal 
education, life skills, skills development 
and training. 
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Education, unemployment, services tackled in Budget
Adriaan de Beer and  Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE adjusted midterm budget tabled 
last week at the Mpumalanga legislature, 
saw decisive attention given to service 
delivery and youth unemployment while 
education received the biggest chunk of 
the Budget, up from R21.9bn to just over 
R22bn.

MEC for Finance, Economic 
Development and Tourism, Pat Ngomane, 
in tabling the budget, said government 
was mindful of the reasonable societal 
expectations to refl ect on.  

Youth unemployment in South Africa 
stands above 55 percent, with more than 
32 percent in Mpumalanga. 

“If indeed the youth are the future of 
this country, we must, as stakeholders 
from diff erent sectors of the economy, 
recognise the urgency of the escalating 
youth unemployment as a national 
emergency,” Ngomane said.

“In our quest to provide an inclusive 
and accessible education system, 
R173m is allocated for planning and 
designing of a School for the Deaf; 
optimal resourcing of boarding schools; 
enhancement of maths laboratories as 
part of scaling the MSTA programme 
as well as augmenting the much needed 
supply of Learner Teacher Support 
Material in our schools,” he said.

In highlighting some of the other 
expenditures, the MEC said R216.8m 
had been reprioritised to fund emerging 
and unavoidable pressures to enable the 
government to deliver services to the 
communities.

At the same time, the budget of the 
Department of Health has been reduced 
from R14.387bn to R14.281bn while the 
Offi  ce of the Premier’s budget increased 
from R296.3m to R304.3m to cover 
the establishment of the Youth Fund 
Project.

“Underpinning this Budget is the 
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE process of water purifi cation and 
production in Bushbuckridge is back 
on track, according to Bushbuckridge 
municipality mayor, Sylvia Nxumalo.

Nxumalo said residents of 
Bushbuckridge and the surrounding areas 
have been without water due to several 
reasons, including the fact that some of 
the municipality’s employees, who were 
responsible for water supply, were on 
strike.

“The municipality is delighted to 

Bushbuckridge water supply back to normal after purifi cation

resolution of the ANC to ensure that 
fi scal policy and related decisions 
continue to promote an inclusive 
economy, towards ensuring a shared 
prosperity, and indeed ‘A Better Life for 
All’ our people,” Ngomane said.

“We also table this Budget in a very 
challenging economic environment, 
where our country is facing a crippling 
and increasing rate of unemployment, 
which sits at 29 percent,” he said.  

According to the International 
Monetary Fund global growth is 
forecast at 3.0 percent for 2019, its 
lowest since 2008/09 and a 0.3 percent 
point downgrade from the April 2019 
World Economic Outlook.

The MEC said the provincial 
administration was concerned about 
the weak economic performance of 
four municipal areas, which contribute 
almost 70% to the Mpumalanga 
economy. The City of Mbombela, 
Emalahleni, Steve Tshwete and Govan 

Budget allocations for the year 
ending 31 March 2020:

Offi  ce of the Premier
The budget of the Offi  ce of the 
Premier increases from R296.3m to 
R304.3m to cover the establishment 
of the Youth Fund as indicated 
earlier.

Provincial Legislature
The Provincial Legislature retains 
R15m as well as R1.8m of own 
revenue collected in the 2018/19 
fi nancial year. The budget of the 
Provincial Legislature will increase 
from R374.8m to R391.8m.

Provincial Treasury
The allocation to the Provincial 
Treasury will be reduced from 
R365.6m to R354.8m following the 
shifting of part of the Infrastructure 
Delivery Management System 
(IDMS) to the National Department 
of Public Works, while the other 
portion will augment funds for 
municipal support in order to realise 
maximum impact in the 2020/21 
fi nancial year.
Co-operative Governance and 

Traditional Aff airs
The Department of Co-operative 
Governance and Traditional Aff airs 
will get R80m additional funding. 
These funds will be directed 
towards procurement of vehicles for 
traditional leaders; subsidy to the 
houses of traditional Leaders and 
Immemo; replenishment of stock 
related to disaster management for 
the next three years, among others. 
The baseline of the department will 
move from R526m to R606m.

Agriculture, Rural Development, Land 
and Environmental Aff airs
The baseline of the Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land 
and Environmental Aff airs is adjusted 
downwards from R1.222bn to R1.207bn 
due to changes in conditional grants and 
reprioritisation of savings out of the vote.

Economic Development and Tourism
Due to the rescheduling of R213.2m 
allocated for the Mpumalanga 
International Fresh Produce Market, the 
budget of the Department of Economic 
Development and Tourism is reduced 
from R1.261bn to R1.081bn. 

Education
The Department of Education receives 
additional funding, which increases the 
budget from nearly R21.9bn to just over 
R22bn.

Public Works, Roads and Transport
The Department of Public Works, Roads 
and Transport will get R95m for roads 
upgrades; maintenance of the Riverside 
Government Complex and paving of 
municipal roads. Due to savings that 
are reprioritised out of the Vote and 
conditional grant rollover the budget of 
the department will see a net increase 
from R5.456bn to R5.458bn.

Community Safety, Security and 
Liaison
The Department of Community Safety, 
Security and Liaison (DCSSL) is 
allocated R10m for process relating to 
the takeover of the licencing function 
from certain municipalities. A further 
R5m from the health department 
will be added to the DCSSL base 
line for the provision of additional 
security personnel for health facilities. 

Accordingly, the baseline of the 
department will see a net increase 
from R1.354bn to R1.367bn.

Health
Due to new reforms in the sector 
conditional grants, the department 
will have a net gain of R33.7m 
from this funding source. After 
careful assessment of the hospital 
construction programme R130m have 
been rescheduled to the 2020/21 
fi nancial year thus the Vote see a 
net reduction of the baseline from 
R14.387bn to R14.281bn.

Culture, Sport and Recreation
The Department of Culture Sports 
and Recreation will get additional 
R8m towards its pressures. The 
Department’s baseline will however 
see a net reduction from R544.4m 
to R486.3m due to rescheduling 
of R49m to the 2020/21 fi nancial 
year, and R20m for the High Altitude 
Centre moved for implementation 
of bulk infrastructure on site by the 
Department of Human Settlements.

Social Development
The net eff ect of the decrease in the 
budget of the Department of Social 
Development decreases from R1.657 
bn to R1.647 bn is due to savings on 
compensation of employees.

Human Settlements
The Department of Human Settlements 
will receive R204 409m for the 
completion of sewer spillage project 
in Govan Mbeki Municipality; and bulk 
works at High Altitude Centre and 
parliamentary village, among others. 
The baseline of the department will 
move from R1.674bn to R1.878bn.

announce that water purifi cation and 
production processes are back to normal 
operations in all our water treatment 
plants,” Nxumalo said.

“Although the main reason for the strike 
could not be clarifi ed, the good news is 
that all is back to normal,” she added.

She also confi rmed that water 
supply will return to normal and urged 
communities to use water sparingly.

“We urge communities to continue 
using water sparingly as our dam levels 
have dropped below 50% despite recent 
rainfalls. The heatwave also has had a 
negative impact on dam levels within the 

municipality,” she said.  
The mayor dismissed allegations that 

the municipality supplied dirty water 
to residents. This follows after recent 
videos and pictures circulated on a 
social media showing water reportedly 
supplied by the municipality.

“We are challenging the authenticity 
of these pictures and videos. We 
are calling on community members 
to report or produce evidence of 
dirty water coming from their taps,” 
Bushbuckridge Local Municipality’s 
communications manager, Aubrey 
Mnisi, said.

Mbeki - all experienced growth rates 
of 1 percent or less per annum between 
2014 and 2018.

“This challenging economic 
environment also had a negative 
impact on provincial unemployment 
and job creation. According to the 
latest Quarterly Labour Force Survey 
of Statistics South Africa, while the 
provincial unemployment rate increased 
to 35.3 percent in the third quarter of 
2019, there were marginal improvements 
in terms of job creation in the last year 
(Quarter 3 of 2018 to Quarter 3 of 
2019),”  he added.

A total of 52 420 jobs were created in 
the last year with relative high gains in 
fi nance, mining, community services and 
agriculture. 

However, signifi cant job losses were 
recorded in the same period in utilities, 
manufacturing, construction, trade and 
transport. 

“This put a damper on the positive 
developments in terms of job creation in 
the province resulting in net job creation 
of only 2 062 jobs in this period,” 
Ngomane added.

Ngomane appealed to all accounting 
offi  cers to explore spending effi  ciencies, 
ensure that the budget responds to the 
needs of the communities, and help in 
ameliorating the fi scal risks as indicated 
in the 2019 Medium Term Budget Policy 
Statement.
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Education minister, Angie Motshekga.
Department of Basic Education 
spokesperson Elijah Mhlanga.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Department of Basic Education 
has distanced itself from a series of 
images that have been circulated on social 
media in recent weeks around the issue 
of Comprehensive Sexuality Education 
(CSE).

Education minister, Angie Motshekga, 
said the department noted with concern 
the impact fake news has had on the 
debate around the issue of the CSE.

“The series of images that have been 
circulated on social media are not part of 
the books produced by the department. 
CSE is part of a section of the Life 
Orientation subject, which focuses on 
“sexuality” as opposed to “sex”. It is not 
a new curriculum as some media have 
reported,” Motshekga said. 

She said the purpose of CSE is to 
address sexual abuse, HIV infections, 
learner pregnancy, bullying, and peer 
pressure and help learners stay in school 

until they complete Grade 12, at least. She 
added that the department has recently 
made available all the scripted lesson 
plans for people to read and review.

“Since the introduction of CSE 
in 2000, the department has held 
continuous consultative engagements 
with stakeholders, both at the national 
and provincial levels. These engagements 
were specifi cally informed by, among 
others, the South African National HIV 
Prevalence, high rates of learner and 
teenage pregnancy,” Motshekga said.

She said the department was open and 
would continue to engage concerned 
citizens who have an input to make 
regarding the scripted lesson plans on 
comprehensive sexuality education in 
particular and life orientation in general.

Department of Basic Education 
spokesperson, Elijah Mhlanga, agreed 
that false reporting by some media 
organisations and fake news have created 
unnecessary confusion and anxiety among 
parents in particular.

 Municipalities under investigation

Tumelo waga Dibakwane

Sta�  Reporter 

THE fi rst high school for disabled 
learners will be built in Mpumalanga.

MEC for the Department of Social 
Development, Thandi Shongwe, 
announced this last week during the 
launch of the Disability Rights Awareness 
Month in Mbombela. Shongwe said 
the province had procured land in the 
City of Mbombela and was ready to 
build a school that would accommodate 
learners who live with disabilities, such 
as the deaf and blind. This year, about 38 
Mpumalanga disabled high school learners 
were turned away by a school in Limpopo 
on grounds of space limitations.

“It is a pity that our children were 
chased away. As a province, we have been 
sending our high school learners to study 
in Limpopo. We have had a number of 
schools accommodating primary school 
disabled learners, but when they have to 
go to grade eight they always struggle,” 
said Shongwe. She said the school would 
accommodate learners from grade one to 
grade 12.

“Maybe we did not have ours 
[disabled pupils’ high school] because 
we were comfortable as Limpopo was 
accommodating our children but now that 
they have chased them away we have to 
build it,” said Shongwe.

Shongwe added that government 
departments have a minimum target 
of 2% to be achieved in ensuring that 
there was compliance in relation to 
employment statistics. 

“To this end, fi ve departments have 
satisfi ed this threshold with the rest 
moving towards the required standard. 
We want to encourage the private sector 
to do the same,” she said. 

She concluded by condemning the 
killing and abusing of people living with 
disability and plead with members of the 
public to always report such incidences. 

People living with a disability are also 
human beings, who deserve to be treated 
with love and respect, she added.   

This year’s Disability Rights Awareness 
Campaign is observed under the theme 
“25 years of democracy together building 
a disability inclusive and safe South 
Africa.”

 Department rejects false 
reports on sexual education

A TASK team has been assigned 
to investigate corruption and 
maladministration allegations at the Dr 
JS Moroka,  Pixley Ka Seme and Govan 
Mbeki municipalities. This was announced 
by the Co-operative Governance and 
Traditional Aff airs’ (Cogta) MEC, Mandla 
Msibi, in a statement late last week. 

According to Section 106 (1) (b) of 
the Municipal Systems Act, 32 of 2000, 
“If the MEC has reasons to believe that 
a municipality in the province cannot 
or does not fulfi l a statutory obligation 
binding on the municipality of that 
maladministration, fraud, corruption or 
any other serious malpractice has occurred 
or is taking place in a municipality, the 

MEC must  designate a person or persons 
to investigate the matter”.

 Msibi said the investigation would 
be conducted as a measure to clear all 
allegations. 

“I appeal for your maximum co-
operation for the success of the 
investigation, including the public. It will 
be conducted without fear or prejudice. It 
will cover the period from 2017 until this 
year,” he urged councillors. 

Msibi said the investigation would 
focus on the following, but not limited to, 
maladministration, non implementation 
of council resolutions, abuse of municipal 
property and assets, advertisement 
of tenders without following l proper 
procedure, nepotism, awarding of 
bursaries without following procedures, 
selling of RDP houses and empty plots.

 Mpu gets school for learners with disability



5Wednesday 27 November 2019

Sales Manager: Amanda on 074-950-2616 or amanda@newshorn.co.za

COMMUNITY NEWS

Some of the boys who attended the Boys Assembly that was held in Bushbuckridge last 
week.

Some of the girls who attended in solidary and demanded respect from the boys and 
men.

Masoka Dube

YOUNG men and boys throughout 
the province have attended the Boys 
Assembly that was held in Bushbuckridge 
last week. 

The theme of the initiative was 
“Institutionalising a Responsive Men’s 
Movement.”

The conference, aimed at addressing 
social ills such as gender-based violence, 
was organised by the Deputy Minister 
of Social Development, Hendrietta 
Bogopane-Zulu in partnership with 
the South African National AIDS 

Council (SANAC) men’s sector and the 
Mpumalanga Provincial Department of 
Social Development. 

“This initiative is part of the Boys and 
Men Championing Change programme, 
which is implemented under the banner of 
Takuwani Riime Men’s Movement. 

The initiative is anchored in the belief 
that achieving gender equality is about 
transforming unequal power and gender 
relations between boys and girls, men and 
women,” Bogopane-Zulu said. 

“This involves open and non-judgmental 
dialogues that challenge the notions of 
masculinity and traditional perceptions of 
manhood and what defi nes a man,” 

she said. 
“It requires boys and men to question 

power dynamics in their actions at 
individual and collective levels and to take 
responsibility for change. The programme 
engages boys and men as gender 
advocates, speaking out against social 
norms and harmful cultural practices 
that perpetuate gender stereotypes, risky 
sexual behaviours and gender-based 
violence,” she added. 

Bogopane-Zulu said the initiative was 
also central to the implementation of 
President Cyril Ramaphosa’s emergency 
action on gender-based violence and 
seeked to challenge patriarchy, unmasking 

Provincial Boys Assembly in BBR calls for respect
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the concept of toxic masculinity and 
harmful cultural practices. 

The Boys Assembly brought together 
500 attendees comprising boys and men 
between the ages of 15 and 24 from 
Ehlanzeni, Gert Sibande and Nkangala 
districts. 

“The Department of Social 
Development and the Takuwani Riime 
Men’s Movement will be conducting 
Men’s Parliament in all 52 districts 
municipalities in this fi nancial year,” said 
Bogopane-Zulu added.

She said the initiative also aimed at 
addressing issues such as HIV and AIDS, 
TB and STIs.
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Minister urges dam owners 
to adhere to water safety rules

 No pens down parties for matriculants 
says education department

Tumelo waga Dibakwane

Sta�  reporter

WATER and Sanitation Minister, 
Lindiwe Sisulu, has called on dam owners 
across the country to adhere to dam safety 
legislation in the wake of extreme weather 
patterns.

Sisulu warned that failure to stick to the 
rules may prompt the department to take 
legal action against transgressors.

“We are faced with water security 
challenges as a country and key to 
this is deteriorating infrastructure. 
Therefore, I urge dam owners to do their 
bit to safeguard water infrastructure by 
conducting the required evaluations, 
which will not only protect society from 
potential dam failures but will also ensure 
guaranteed storage, especially in the 
current climatic conditions facing our 
country,” Sisulu said.

She noted that for the 2018/19 period, 
at least 313 dam safety evaluation reports 
were expected to be submitted to the Dam 
Safety Offi  ce of the department but only 
207 (66%) were submitted, which is a 
drop compared to the 81% achievement in 
the previous years.

“Each dam must have a safety 
inspection conducted every fi ve years. 
In this case, dam owners are required 
to arrange for the execution of a formal 
dam safety inspection by an approved 
professional person (APP). 

“The department remains committed 
to safeguarding water resources in 
the country. As such, dam owners are 
encouraged to play their role by abiding 
by dam safety legislation, as set out in the 
National Water Act,” Sisulu said.

The department owns 20 of the 
country’s largest dams in terms of storage 
capacity and is mandated to register and 
classify all dams across the country. It also 
ensures that all dams with a safety risk are 
designed, built and altered to comply with 

EDUCATION authorities urged matric 
learners to desist from attending end of 
exam celebrations, known as “pens down 
parties”. 

These parties, it is said, usually have 
no adult supervision, safety or security 
measures in place. In the past, matric fi nal 
exam parties had claimed the lives of 
many young people through car accidents 
and violence.

Mpumalanga Education MEC, Bonakele 
Majuba, said matric pupils should desist 
from the parties as they were “destructive” 
in nature, with unprotected sex and the 
use of substance abuse, a fi xture at these 
parties. 

“The so called “pens down parties” 
must be discouraged because of their 
destructive nature wherein learners tend to 
engage in unwholesome activities leading 
to others contracting sexually transmitted 
diseases, unwanted pregnancies and worst 
of all the loss of lives,” said Majuba.

He called on schools and parents to be 
alert to these parties as they were usually 
planned secretly, without the knowledge 
of parents and teachers. 

“I request schools and parents to be 
alert because some of these parties are 
planned secretly by learners. Parents need 
to closely monitor the movement of their 
children these days to ensure that they do 
not participate in these parties,” he said.

Majuba also requested community 
leadership, including pastors, to join the 

the appropriate engineering standards. 
Sisulu said the fi rst step for owners was 

to apply for the classifi cation of the dam, 
after which the department informed the 
applicant of the classifi cation of the dam 
and of the further procedures.

“If the dam is classifi ed as a category 
one dam, meaning a dam with a safety 
risk, a dam owner would be required to 
apply for a licence for construction. If 
the dam is classifi ed as a category two or 
-three dam, the services of an approved 
professional person must be obtained.

“The APP must apply for a licence to 
construct on behalf of the dam owner. This 
involves the submission of an application 
form, design report, engineering drawings 
and construction specifi cations,” Sisulu 
said. 

With below average rainfall expected 
in mid-December, the minister said it 
was vital for water infrastructure to be up 
to standard to ensure water security and 
help alleviate the drought that had fi rmly 
gripped some parts of the country. 

Sisulu urged water boards, 
municipalities and the agricultural and 
mining industries to ensure they conduct 
dam safety evaluations and implement 
the recommendations made by engineers 
based on the fi ndings of the dam safety 
evaluation reports.

department in condemning these activities 
and to do everything possible to ensure 
that there was no opportunity for such 
activities to take place in their areas of 
jurisdiction.

The MEC urged pupils not to damage 
their uniforms by ripping them up and 
writing messages on them, but instead, to 
donate it those who needed them. “It is in 
our hands to safeguard the future of our 
children,” he said.

Water and Sanitation Minister, Lindiwe 
Sisulu.

Wellknown actor, Mncedisi Shabangu, will 
conduct a workshop for upcoming theatre 
directors.

Mpumalanga Education MEC, Bonakele 
Majuba.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

WELL-KNOWN Likazi actor, Mncedisi 
Shabangu, is in town to conduct training 
sessions for upcoming theatre directors at 
the Kanyamazane Chamber next month.

Talking to NEWSHORN, Shabangu said 
he organised the project on December 18 
as a way of giving something back to the 
community.

He said one of the aims was to identify 
and empower Mbombela-based young 
directors and to also give them a platform 
to display their talent.

“We are looking for 10 young directors 
who want to be part of the programme. We 
need both male and female, there is no age 

restriction, however, I would love to work 
with young people who are looking for 
a breakthrough in the industry. Training 
will start on 18 December and close with 
a presentation in March 2020,” Shabangu 
said.

“Another reason why I want to train 
locals is that I know we have a lot of 
people with potentials in the province but 
they just need training so that they can 
excel because you might have the skills 
but if u don’t have the proper training 
you will not make it. Upcoming directors 
do not need to be in the big city to get 
training that is why we are bringing it to 
them,” Shabangu added.

Shabangu started his acting career 
in theatre in 1990 and he enrolled and 
trained at the Market Theatre Laboratory 
in Johannesburg (graduating in 1996). He 
also took the summer acting course at the 
Royal National Theatre Studio in London 
in 1998 specialising in Shakespeare and 
unpunctuated text and storytelling.

He was featured in a number of TV 
dramas, including the SABC 3 drama 
titled The Lab and Rhythm City on e-TV.

Those willing to be part of the training 
must have a theatre background, artistic 
detailed CV or profi le, matric and a 
certifi ed ID copy and must be residing 
within the parameters of Mbombela.

However, those residing outside 
Mbombela are also encouraged to attend 
but they would not be compensated for 
accommodation and transport due to 
limited funds.

Applications can be sent to 
pertunianok@gmail.com or contact 
Petunia Maphanga 079 542 5091.

Famous actor gives training 
for upcoming directors

COMMUNITY NEWS
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SCHOOLS & COMMUNITY NEWS

Masoka Dube

THE newly elected board of Silulu 
SeSiswati National Lexicography Unit 
(NLU) has been tasked to take the Siswati 
language to a higher level.

During the launch of the board held in 
Mbombela last week, Dr Sisana Mdluli 
was elected chairperson, while a seasoned 
public relations guru, writer, researcher 
and political analyst, Mbuso Thumbathi, 
was elected deputy chairperson.

Thumbathi was also appointed as offi  cial 
spokesperson of the Communication and 
Marketing Committee.

The Silulu SeSiswati Lexicography 
Unit is a national research entity based at 
the Tshwane University of Technology’s 
Nelspruit campus.

The unit is dedicated to the development 
of the Siswati language and its main 
objective is to compile generalised and 
specialised languages with iSiswati 
dictionaries as well as other language 
related reference works.

The new board comprises authors 
and seasoned scholars with a focus on 
lexicography, language development, 
terminology development, policy 
development, communication, research, 
fi nance, human resources and corporate 
governance.  

“At the inauguration of the new board 

and offi  cial hand over report, PanSALB 
(Pan South African Language Board) 
member responsible for core mandate, Dr 
Dolly Dlavane, advised the new board to 
remain steadfast, visionary and resilient in 
the face of challenges and development,” 
said Dlavane.  

“The task at hand and responsibility 
that are given to you is tougher and 
challenging than any of us could think. 
Our languages are us. 

“You are charged with the highest 
responsibility,” she said.  

Dlavane insisted that a great sense of 
patriotism and selfl essness coupled with 
pride language and cultural identity and 
Pan Africanism is required. 

The new board also thanked the 
company’s former board and its 
stakeholders.  “We are grateful for the 
work they have put together. We are 
aware of the challenges ahead and what 
is expected from of us,” explained Dr 
Sisana.

The unit has so far produced two types 
of dictionaries, namely, the Siswati-
English and English-Siswati Bilingual, 
Siswati Monolingual, the Tinyoni Book 
and other works of reference. The Tinyoni 
Book comprises of all the birds found in 
Southern Africa. The names of the birds 
are in English and Siswati, and their 
behaviour and distribution are equally 
captured. 

New board tasked  to take 
Siswati to higher level 

Members of the newly elected board of Silulu SeSiswati National Lexicography Unit. 
Standing from left are IB Malinga, Dr JJ Thwala, NE Mudau, OA Bhiya and L Ndlovu. 
Sitting are Dr FDG Dlavane, MT Thumbathi and  Dr SR Mdluli.

This is what remained after a young man 
allegedly gutted his own house.

WWW.RACUS.CO.ZA/

KHULISA A NATIONAL NPO SPECIALIZING IN COMMUNITY 
AND YOUTH DEVELOPMENT, WITH AN EMPHASIS ON CRIME 
PREVENTION, IS LOOKING TO FILL THE FOLLOWING POSITION:
Registered Social Worker - Mpumalanga Thulamahashe O�  ce, Bushbuckridge 

Key Performance Indicators:
• Establish organizational and administrative systems for the Diversion Programme in the area in accordance with the 
minimum norms and standards for the Diversion Programme
• Regular internal case conferencing with programme Supervisor and facilitators to plan divertee desired impact
• Preparation of participants for meeting with victim where appropriate and possible
• Nurturing of relationships with community members and community protocols
• Participate in initial programme brie� ng sessions with the Social Work Supervisor
• Submit: Weekly/Monthly Reports, Divertee Court reports, Monthly Diversion stats, Weekly Activity Plan and Weekly Activity 
Schedule to the Social Work Supervisor

Minimum of 3 years’ experience as a Social Worker
Valid Driver’s License essential
Fixed Term Contract - 12 Months
Starting Date: 06 January 2020
Regret only suitable candidates will be contacted
Closing Date: 04 December 2019

Should you not be contacted within two weeks of the closing date, please consider the position � lled.

Email CV and letter of motivation to : compton@khulisa.org.za

Angry young man torches own house
Tumelo waga Dibakwane

A MAN from KaMajika near Hazyview 
allegedly burnt down his own house after 
his mother took back a bakkie she had 
borrowed him.

According to eyewitnesses who want 
to remain anonymous, an angry Lonneck 
Mashaba (26 ) torched the house when his 
mother took back the vehicle.

One eyewitness told NEWSHORN that 
moments before the house caught fi re, 
Mashaba was seen entering the premises, 
“carrying what looked like a container of 
petrol”.

After the house caught fi re, Mashaba 
allegedly ran to a nearby tavern and told 
the people that his house was on fi re.

“We fi rst did not believe him, but we 
rushed to his house and found that indeed 
it was on fi re. We got help from his 
neighbours who assisted us with water 
to bring the fi re under control,” another 
witness said.

They said after they managed to 
extinguish the fi re, the furniture inside was 
badly damaged but found that Mashaba’s 
clothes was removed from the house.

Mashaba’s mother, Petunia Mashaba, 
confi rmed to NEWSHORN that her son 
had torched the house after she took a 
bakkie that she borrowed him a few days 
before. 

“When I borrowed him the car I told 
him it as for a few days only, because I 
wanted him to use it to go and fi nd a job 
so that he could get money to buy his own 

food,” the mother said.
“I think he must learn to control 

his anger because it will not get him 
anywhere,” she said.

Mashaba denied the allegations that he 
set the house on fi re and claimed that it 
was caused by an electric fault.

“There was nothing I can do to stop the 
fi re because I did not have enough water 
to stop it,” he said. 

The matter was still to be reported to the 
authorities.
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I would like to share faith as a 
spiritual currency. 

FAITH is the assurance of 
things hoped for or the evidence 
of things not seen. 

Faith is a currency of heaven on 
earth that we use in rand, dollar 
or pound, while in heaven we use 
faith to trade.  When Jesus Christ 
sees faith in you, He is ready 
to give or to exchange spiritual 
products to you by the currency 
or the amount of faith you have.  

Failure of human leadership
Maria Mnisi (Marite Assembly of God)

Pastor Comfort Sambo 
(Eagles Christian Centre)Mark 11:22 and 23

Faith is the spiritual currency

Faith is the only thing that can 
give people blessings, miracles, 
deliverance and healing, among 
others. That is why Jesus asked: 
“whatever you want me to do 
for you, you will have it by your 
faith.” In every situation He 
would say your faith has made 
you well. 

God want you to have faith 
in Him, that is why the Bible 
says you cannot please God 
without faith. When the Bible 
talks about a mountain it talks of 
the challenges or problems we 
are facing.  Generational curses, 
sickness, joblessness, limitations 
and other related things can be 
your mountain, you can only deal 
or bring down your mountain by 
faith. Your faith can be small as 
a mustard seed but it can shift 
your problems. By faith, Sarah 
received the ability to conceive at 
an old age, which means faith can 
give you what you need and what 
you believe God for.  

Apply faith and you will see 
answers, lift up your faith and 
your mountain will fall down 
and breakthrough will be your 
portion.

God bless you as you apply 
faith in Him.

CAN human political systems 
save us? We elect national leaders 
who quickly disappoint us. Let us 
learn that only God’s government 
can truly bless humanity. 

“Let us contrast human 
governments and Christ’s 
government”- Luke 23:33-43. 
This is a remarkable saying, 
“Father forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing”. 

Do we forgive others? Or do 
we only do so after they have 
apologised? 

Jesus teaches us a new level of 
forgiveness before repentance, 
before a change of heart, 
forgiveness because of a deed 
done in ignorance. At the cross, 
human leadership failed: Romans, 
Jews and the disciples failed. 

Jesus said: “Father forgive 
them”. Human leaders, in and 
out of the church will disappoint 
us. We do not know what we are 
doing. We say of the suff ering, “ 
Jesus, let him save himself.” 

Human governments are 
devouring beasts. A bad leader 
(1 Samuel 8) will “take your sons 
and your daughters… the best of 
your fi elds… take a tenth… and 
you will be his servants.”

1 Luke’s gospel describes 

Christ’s government as giving 
and forgiving. He gave his life 
and forgave our sins. 

Every generation starts 
moving into adult life about the 
same way, thinking that they 
can create a better world and 
do better than their parents or 
leaders. By the time we reach 
middle age, optimism can turn 
to pessimism as we are forced to 
face humanity’s failures. By the 
time we are old, we begin to see 
the reality of death. 

We learn that our generation 
too has NOT solved the world’s 
problems. We don’t need to fret 
or turn to pessimism and despair. 
Let us learn to pray; “Jesus, 
remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” 

Jesus conquered the gates 
of hell. He ushered in a new 
government, a forgiving 
government, as He forgave those 
who planned his death. His 
government willingly sacrifi ced 
for us all. His government 
forgave a criminal based on his 
attitude alone. We represent that 
eternal government every time we 
forgive and sacrifi ce for others. 

A failure of human leadership 
is unwillingness to sacrifi ce for Pastor Comfort Sambo.

Maria Mnisi.

others. A failure of human society 
is unwillingness to forgive 
imperfect leaders. Jesus showed 
us the way by giving His life for 
all and forgiving all our sins. 

What are we willing to 
sacrifi ce? Who must we forgive?
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THE TLU/TAU SA has urged the 
government to off er farmers drought 
relief without any prejudice.

“In districts like Fraserburg in 
the Karoo (Northern Cape), where 
the drought has been wreaking 
destruction for three years, the 
situation has surpassed the critical 
stage,” said Louis Meintjes, the 
president of TLU/TAU SA. 

Launching a national drought 
campaign last week, Meintjies said 
they received messages from Graaff -
Reinet, Murraysburg and Aberdeen 
begging for feed for cattle, sheep and 
goats where there is no grazing left.

“The drought forces farmers to 
cull their animals because there is no 
feed, and the animals are suff ering. 
Crop farmers have accumulated so 
much debt following signifi cantly 
below average yields for up to fi ve 
years, fi nanciers are foreclosing on 
their properties. Many have to sell 
their implements simply to stay 
alive,” Meintjes said.

 “Yet, still no districts have been 
declared disaster areas and drought 
relief is provided selectively, 
mostly to emerging farmers. It is 
unacceptable and cruel.”

With this campaign, the 
government is urged to - like the 
drought - not discriminate when 
it comes to drought relief. South 
Africans can contribute to TLU/TAU 

SA’s Drought Fund by supporting this 
campaign as well.

Especially during this destructive 
drought, TLU/TAU SA acts as a 
middleman to negotiate shared risk 
management with all members of the 
value chain so that farmers can get on 
their feet again. 

TLU/TAU SA also provides funds 
to co-operative stores to supply 
drought feed directly to farmers 
to save money otherwise spent 
on transport and logistics. Local 
farmers’ unions in the TLU/TAU SA 
structure are also working together 
to provide feed and food to farmers’ 
communities.

“Just this (last) weekend we 
witnessed farmers from Williston 
in the Northern Cape queuing 
kilometres far to receive donated 
feed and food for their families and 
workers,” he said. 

Imagine a scenario where a farmer 
who has been self-suffi  cient for 30 
years now has to stand in a queue to 
receive a box of groceries.

“Big, burly farmers stood 
there crying from gratitude and 
despondency. We will continue to 
support farmers, but we do need help 
from outside traditional agriculture 
structures.”

You can support the campaign by 
following this link: https://www.tlu.
co.za/en/drought/

 TLU urges government to help 
farmers in drought campaign

 Striking medical doctors fi red by Zimbabwe
Sta�  reporter

ZIMBABWE has fi red 77 medical 
doctors who were on strike for more than 
two months after calling for a pay rise. 
The doctors earn Z$1200 (R1 100) per 
month.

A few weeks onto the strike, the medical 
practitioners rejected an off er of a 60% 
pay increase on their monthly salary 
(that’s just R660 more), saying this would 
still not cover daily costs. 

After they defi ed a court order to return 
to work, a disciplinary hearing was 
launched by the Health Service Board at 
the start of this month. Most of the doctors 
charged did not attend the hearing either, 
saying they did not have money for bus 
fares to the hearing.

“Of the 80 doctors charged, 77 were 

found guilty and discharged,” reads the 
statement released by the Zimbabwean 
Cabinet last Tuesday.

In mid-October, the doctors defi ed a 
court order to return to work, saying the 
pay rise off ered by the government failed 
to meet everyday costs.

The neighbouring country’s month-on-
month infl ation for September stood at 
17.7% according to offi  cial fi gures - while 
annual infl ation is estimated at 353%. 
The government also no longer publish 
an annual infl ation fi gure, which was at 
175.6% at the last count in June.

Prices of basic commodities have 
continued to skyrocket with fuel prices 
and electricity tariff s increasing by 12% 
and 320%, respectively, in October.

Experts say the country is even worse 
off  now than what is was under the rule of 
the late Robert Mugabe.

Zimbabwe has � red 77 doctors who went on strike for higher pay.
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Are you a parent and you struggle 
with getting your child motivated or 
interested in any activities?

Nelspruit Schools Shooting 
Academy may be able to assist 
parents in giving children the 
guidance to become a successful and 
disciplined young individual .

The academy was founded in 
February 2013 and for the past six 
years the owner, Lawrence Baird 
and his team, continued to grow, 
motivate and inspire young people 
from the ages of six years to high 
school, through the art of airgun 
shooting. 

“The sport teaches kids to focus 
on their goals (targets) aim and 
follow through while also teaching 
them discipline, confi dence, focus, 
balance and improve their fi ne and 
gross motor abilities,” Baird said. 
Participants will be able to handle an 

airgun with the all the safety protocol 
observed and maintained and get to 
enjoy the sport of airgun shooting 
with the possibility of joining their 
local and provincial shooting team 
competing for SA colours, he said.

“With the mounting pressure of 
today’s society and the eff ect that 
it has on our children we need to 
equip them with the necessary tools 
and guidance to stay focused and at 
Nelspruit School Shooting Academy 
they will learn about self discipline, 
self respect and self reward that 
our kids and young adults don’t 
necessarily become aware of in our 
school environment,” Baird added.

The academy, located in Canary 
Walk Mall in Nelspruit, invites 
people to bring their children to 
experience their holiday - Airgun 
Fun Shoot on 10, 13, 16, 18 and 
20 December from 9am to 11am at 
R250 per day (excluding gun hire).

Contact Lawrence to reserve your 
booking at 060 734 0461.
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Back from left are Ernst Keller, Surprise Maluleka, CJ Burger, Lawrence Baird and Wilna Joubert. In the 
middle are Righardt Coleman, Jandrè Joubert, Frans Joubert and Ben-Louw Freeman. In front are 
Jorette Du Plessis, Stephan Keller, Marjonè Joubert and Heinke Coleman.

Academy teaches children discipline


