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ONE of Mpumalanga’s best exports 
would soon be on her way to China 
to represent Africa in the Mrs Globe 
pageant. 

The world’s most beautiful and 
infl uential women annually compete for 
this prestigious crown.

Lucia Ochan wears many hats – 
philanthropist, successful business 
woman, youth mentor and social 
activist. She is also a well-known 
concept developer and brand 
ambassador. 

Besides her full programme in 
supporting the communities, women 
and youth in Mpumalanga, she is also a 
mother and wife to a successful medical 
practitioner in Mbombela. 

Her journey started in Ermelo as one 
of three sisters to a mine worker father 
and a retail worker mother.

Among the many awards she received 
is a special recognition from the United 
Nations – the United Nations (UN) 
Women of Infl uence Global Award 
which she won this year. 

She lends her voice and beauty to 
Brand South Africa and is spokesperson 
for the African continent’s WIN 
Foundation. 

The list is long, but among her many 
titles, this inspirational woman also 
lends her many talents to CANSA 
in the Lowveld and empowers less 

fortunate women in marginalised rural 
communities. 

In accordance with the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) for the 
African continent, she advocates gender 
equality, while at the same time practises 
as an advanced medical aesthetician.

After a remarkable career in 
government, working in various high-
profi le positions in law and home aff airs, 
she ventured into the beauty industry. 

Today, her hair studio, beauty salon and 
clothing boutique are still going strong. 

She is an active member of the South 
African Health and Skincare Association.

As a ANC Progressive Business Forum 
member, Ochan had been part of the ANC 
business delegation to the Forum Trade 
Mission in China and had lent her skills 
to an international tourism programme 
with government.

As a dialogue partner with the 
BRICS delegation, she is heard in the 
hallowed halls of national government 
on governmental, municipal and private 
issues. 

Her advisory and consultancy services 
to the Mpumalanga Youth had seen 
collaborative partnerships and turnaround 
strategies come to fruition.

Ochan had established various Non-
governmental organisations (NPO’S) 
across many industries and had 
huge success in supporting various 
drives benefi tting the continent, and 
Mpumalanga’s peoples of all race and 
colour.

Lucia Ochan is representing 
Africa in a global pageant

Alex Rose-Innes

THIS INCREDIBLE WOMAN IS BEHIND MANY POWERFUL DRIVES IN THE PROVINCE

The beauty and brains of Lucia Ochan had seen her change the lives of many less 
fortunate women and children.

Africa in a global pageant
THIS INCREDIBLE WOMAN IS BEHIND MANY POWERFUL DRIVES IN THE PROVINCE
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TRAC/Nkomazi Licence Programme 
provides youth with better options

FOURTEEN young people from the 
Nkomazi region along the N4 Toll Route 
obtained their Code C1 Driver’s Licences 
through the TRAC/Nkomazi Licence 
Programme.

 The initiative came about after the 

TRAC IS 
ALWAYS THERE 
FOR YOU ALONG 
THE N4 TOLL ROUTE

facebook.com/TracN4 @TRACN4route

www.tracn4.co.zainstagram.com/TracN4

TRACN4

YOUR

GUARDIAN
ON THE

N4

N4 Nkomazi 
road upgrade 
progressing well

SIGNIFICANT progress had 
been made with the upgrade and 
rehabilitation project between 
Kaapmuiden and the Kaalrug 
Intersection in Nkomazi, 
Mpumalanga. 

The project got off  the ground in 
August this year. 

A 15,5km stretch of the current 
carriageway would be upgraded 
to four lanes and would include 
rehabilitation of the existing road. 

High mast streetlights at the 
Kruger Malelane Gate/Jeppe’s Reef 
Interchange would be erected. 

A footpath between Stentor and 
Kaapmuiden Primary School would 
be established to increase safety. 

The Nkomazi Municipality had 
raised these issues with TRAC.

Cost of the project would be R340 
million and roadworks would be 
completed within 24 months.

SOUTH AFRICA (SA) was represented 
at the 2019 China International Import 
Expo in Shangai, but specifi cally, White 
River in Mpumalanga.

Invited by the Department of Trade and 
Industry (dti), United Forest Products 
(UFP) shared the global stage with 
worldwide traders. UFP’s timber products 
were chosen as part of 12 provincial 
businesses to create a presence in the ever 
growing Chinese market.

The occasion provided UFP with 
information regarding new product 
development and an opportunity to 

acquire 
overseas 
investors.

As many 
as 3000 
businesses 
were 
showcased 
at this 
year’s expo 
and 150 
countries 
represented.

Local products 
showcased at 
major global expo

These young people in Nkomazi are now in a better position to obtain employment.

Joey Lascelles, CEO of United 
Forest Products.

community’s leadership requested TRAC 
to assist local youngsters to obtain driving 
licenses to make them more employable. 

TRAC’s research on the severe poverty 
and unemployment in the Nkomazi region 
saw them taking hands with local the local 

municipality.
Several young people from communities 

along the toll road were selected and 
enrolled in a three-month course. The 
programme saw them passing theory and 
practical tests.

Sta�  Reporter

TRANS African Concessions (TRAC) 
has received numerous complaints and 
been repeatedly questioned about the truck 
backlog between the Komati Load Control 
Centre and the Lebombo Border Post, 
over the past few weeks, which is having a 
negative impact on the N4 Toll Route. 

Truck traffi  c volumes have escalated 
considerably since September following 
Transnet’s temporary halt of its rail service 
to Maputo Port. This has resulted in a 
30% increase in trucks going through the 
border post. Road users, local landowners 
and businesses have approached TRAC 
about the problem as the excessive truck 
traffi  c causes queues of up to 7kms long. 
These queues obstruct traffi  c fl ow and 
create safety hazards. Standing trucks 
also block farm and business entrances, 
creating major frustration for the local 
community. 

“As border and road users ourselves, 
TRAC fully understands the frustration as 
we are not immune to the problem. 

Our own truck recently took over 
54 hours to be cleared at the border, 
which indicates a serious problem,” 
communications manager, Solange 
Soares-Nicholson, said. In a bid to 
understand the matter, TRAC recently met 
with Lebombo Border Post management 
and other stakeholders who confi rmed that 

TRAC concerned about truck backlogs at 
border post

the truck traffi  c is simply too excessive 
to be adequately accommodated at the 
Lebombo border. Clearing lanes and 
human resources urgently need to be 
improved. Although some measures 
have been implemented to alleviate the 
problem, they have not been as eff ective 
as expected. TRAC has also approached 
SANRAL, via the Department of 
Transport, to assist as the situation is 
expected to get worse over the festive 
season when traffi  c volumes to the border 
post are traditionally very high. 

“TRAC believes that the backlogs will 
decrease if the clearing of trucks at the 
border post improves. We are also of the 
opinion that an expansion is overdue at 
the Komati Load Control Centre, which 
is managed by TRAC and owned by 
SANRAL. 

“This should include the expansion 
of the facility through the addition of a 
second lay-bye and improvements to the 
access road.  TRAC off ered to assist with 
a project of this nature a few years ago, 
but this was declined,” Soares- Nicholson 
said. TRAC urged all road users to take 
care when driving on this section of the 
route. They appeal to all to respect road 
regulations and signage to avoid further 
complications.  To alleviate some of the 
frustration, TRAC has agreed to erect a 
four-way stop at the Komatipoort/Sasol 
Garage intersection in order to improve 
vehicle movement across the intersection. 
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Dex Sibiya

VICTOR Mlotshwa from Middelburg 
expressed his displeasure upon hearing 
that the men who assaulted him and 
put him in a coffi  n, would appeal their 
sentence in the Supreme Court.

The men were granted leave to appeal 
after fi ling a petition against their sentence 
of more than 10 years behind bars.

Willem Oosthuizen and Theo Jackson 
were sentenced to 11 and 14 years in jail 
respectively. Their high profi le case saw 
them being found guilty for assaulting 
and shoving Victor Mlotshwa in a coffi  n 
and threatening to set him alight in 2016. 
They videotaped the incident which went 
viral on social media causing widespread 
outrage. Their application for leave to 
appeal failed earlier, but the men had now 
been granted the opportunity to take their 
case to the highest court in Bloemfontein.

Mlotshwa told the media that he 
suff ered a lot of humiliation in the eyes of 
the public and that he was still struggling 
to come to terms with what had happened 
to him. “It is diffi  cult to believe and 
accept that they are going to challenge the 
sentence meaning that they say they are 
not guilty of the acts they did to me,” he 
said.

Mlotshwa said his family, especially 
his mother, Lonia Mlotshwa, was left in 
great distress by the incident. “She is still 
struggling to come to terms with what 
happened. It had aff ected her health,” he 
said. A National Prosecuting Authority 
(NPA) spokesperson in Mpumalanga said 
the sentence was appropriate and equalled 
the crimes committed.

Sexual crimes in Nkomazi - two 
young girls abused

THE man accused of raping his 
12-year-old stepdaughter would again 
be appearing in the Malelane Periodical 
Court later this month. 

Bosha Labib was released last month 
after r epeatedly being denied bail in the 
Malelane Periodical court since his arrest 
in August. 

His arrest came after a rape case was 

Coffi  n case - 
Middelburg men to 
appeal sentence

NEWS

Dex Sibiya

Man kills ex-girlfriend’s mother with 
a panga

A 36-year-old man was arrested for 
killing his ex-girlfriend’s mother with a 
panga on the De Harp Inyoni Farm, in 
Komatipoort. The deceased had been 
found with various body wounds and 
her left arm chopped off . Police said that 
the man was found with the panga in his 
possession.

The suspect had already appeared 
in the Komatipoort Magistrate court. 
Investigation was still continuing at the 
time of going to print.

Marloth Park double homicide
Meanwhile, police had not yet made 

Unnatural deaths in Nkomazi under 
the spotlight

any arrests in the case of two elderly 
residents in Marloth Park who had 
recently been killed in a murder that 
shocked the small community. 

According to the local SAPD, two 
men claimed to be looking for jobs upon 
entering the home of the victims. They 
were joined by more armed men.

The burglary victims were tied up 
and gagged with their own clothing and 
eventually died from suff ocation. Two 
other victims survived the ordeal. The 
perpetrators took certain valuable items 
before fl eeing the scene.

Police are urging anyone with 
information regarding the multiple 
murder in Marloth Park, to contact 
Sergeant Vusi Thobela on 082 449 0242 
or on the SAPS Crime Stop number 
08600 10111.

opened at the local police station by the 
child’s mother.

According to the mother who had been 
living with Labib for two years after her 
husband’s death, told the court it was 
not the fi rst time the suspect had forced 

We were 
disappointed 
and unhappy 

with the court 
ruling to release 

him

himself on the minor and her even 
younger sister.

During previous court appearances, 
investigating offi  cer, Sergeant Jerry 
Chauke, opposed bail as Labib was 
considered a fl ight risk, a risk to the 
safety of the victims and also possible 
future victims. 

Members of the ANC Women’s 
League in Nkomazi said they would 
again attend the court case in support of 
the victims.

“We were disappointed and unhappy 
with the court ruling to release him, but 
we will not give up fi ghting for justice 
for the mother and her children,” said 
the leader of the local ANC Women’s 
League, Thulisile Khoza.

Local teacher suspended after 
allegations of sexual assault

Meanwhile, a 56-years-old Laerskool 
Malelane teacher is out on bail after 
being arrested for allegedly sexually 
assaulting a learner. 

He would be back in the Malalane 
Periodical court in January next year. 
The teacher had been suspended and the 
provincial Department of Education is 
conducting its own investigation into 
the issue.

Nkomazi is in the news for sexual crimes against young girls. Photo: Sourced
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Agriculture continues to be disregarded 
in Medium-Term Budget – TAU SA

Wanting to become an organic farmer? DESPITE the continuing crippling 
drought across the country, Finance 
Minister, Tito Mboweni, gave no 
indication of any assistance to farmers 
who provide food for all South Africans, 
according to The Transvaal Agricultural 
Union (TAU).

“As expected, farmers continue to rely 
solely on their own structures to survive,” 
said Louis Meintjies, TLU SA president. 
“This, is in contrast 
to state utility 
Eskom which 
would once again 
receive billions in 
taxpayer funds. 

“South Africa 
urgently needs 
a policy clearly 
detailing the road 
ahead and that 
inspires confi dence 

Organic is the producing of food crops 
and livestock in harmony with nature. 
Seen in the light of water shortages and 
deterioration of soil quality in South 
Africa, it had become vitally important 
to preserve South Africa’s (SA) natural 
resources. 

This means using water-wise crops, 
improving soil quality, the economic 
use of water and ensuring the humane 
management of animals.

SouthAfrica.co.za aims to help farmers 
to operate in a more sustainable way by 
providing easy-to-read content on organic 
farming in SA. These ‘how-to’ guides are 
translated in all 11 offi  cial SA languages 
to empower old and young to grow food 
and rear animals in a way less harmful 
to nature. (Article 
from Afrisco.)

The South 
African Organic 
Sector Organisation 
(SAOSO) is the 
umbrella under 
which PGS‐SA 
and Afrisco assist 
producers to 
become formally 
recognised organic 
producers. 

SAOSO 
Standards had 
been published 
and Afrisco would 
operate under that 
umbrella.  

In collaboration 
with Participatory 
Guarantee Systems 
(PGS), this would 
form the basis of 
trust of certifi ed 
products.

Dying vines would yield no wine harvest this year. Photo: Sourced
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Breakthrough “DryMac” 
for Macadamia farmers

A DRYMac, (not the raincoat type), 
especially for the much loved macadamia 
nut, is bringing an innovative, time-saving 
and cheaper alternative to the industry.

This engineering innovation combines 
refrigeration technology with heat pump 
drying. This saves 65% on electricity 
cost. Nuts can now be dried at lower 
temperatures and its quality would be 
enhanced.

With precision farming and new 
technologies, macadamia farmers could 
now pioneer the 4th Industrial agriculture 
Revolution and benefi t fi nancially. 

A simple “plug and play” solution, 
even the installation process is easily 
manageable. Spare parts are available 
globally and transport of this portable 
device, as well as storage had just become 
smarter. Avocado and mango products 
would also benefi t from this breakthrough 
concept.

According to the owner and designer 
of the patent, Adrian Padt (a mechanical 
engineer), return on investment is 
achieved quickly. among investors and the business sector,” 

said Meintjies. 
“We can no longer accept this 

uncertainty where, on the one hand, 
destructive policies and land expropriation 
without compensation are promoted, 
yet on the other hand, the government 
“wishes” for and expects results that are 
clearly dependent upon healthy economic 
principles.”

Agriculture is still one of the main 
drivers of capital to the country’s coff ers 
and as a job provider, is at the top.

How does one become and register as 
an organic farmer?

Afrisco, in collaboration with SAOSO 
and PGS‐SA, would ensure the natural 
progression from PGS membership to 
Afrisco certifi cation for those producers 
who wish to access domestic long‐value 
chain markets. Groups of small‐scale 
farmers can form a “Grower Group” and 
apply to Afrisco for “Group Certifi cation”.
Producers can also apply for Afrisco 
certifi cation on an individual basis. 
(Information from Stephen Barrow.)
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NEWS / ENTERTAINMENT

AS always, the Kruger Lowveld Business Chamber and Tourism (KLCBT) outdid themselves 
with the latest award function. Excellence was rewarded and new awards found homes.

Congratulations to all the 2019 winners

Masoka Dube

IT is that time of the year when dancing 
in the street has nothing to do with 
protests, but everything with joy as the 
silly season is almost upon us.

Culture, Sport and Recreation MEC, 
Lindiwe Ntshalintshali, had called on 
Mpumalanga residents to support the 
annual provincial Cultural Xperience 
Festival starting on November 22 at 
Emnotweni Arena in Mbombela.

“This festival continues to be popular 
for its high impact performances and 
social cohesion. South Africans need to 
support this initiative for its intended 
purpose of promoting social cohesion 
and nation building through culture and 
giving young and upcoming artists an 
opportunity to showcase their talent,” said 
Ntshalintshali. 

This year’s festival will start with 
a Comedy Xperience at Emnotweni 
Arena featuring Donovan Goliath, 
Thenjiwe, Mduduzi Ntuli, Mathewu Boza, 
Stopnonsons, Tsietsi Matlakala, Ngcozi 
Yebo and Salesman. 

It will be followed by a Street Carnival 
Xperience at the Promenade Centre and 
a Kasi Xperience at Ebukhosini Resort in 
Nkomazi on November 29. Performers 

Mpumalanga Cultural Xperience - do not miss it

Locals are making a di� erence

GIVING to those less fortunate saw 
Komatipoort’s  United Church of Christ 
The King members donate various much 
needed articles to the Sitimele Activity 
& Stimulation Center in Naas. Staff  from 
RCL Foods, on the outskirts of Malalane, 
took hands with the Church to provide 
for this daycare centre for the physically 
challenged.

Second-hand items were refurbished by 
Mike and Elroux Norton from Marloth 
Park.  Ansie Joubert came on board with 
the project to bless Mpho Phangisa and 
Malibongwe Khesane, who received 
reconditioned wheelchairs. They can now 
travel to and from the Centre.  Fruit and 
confectionary was also distributed and 
RCL’s Social Development Department 
donated sugar products.

 Sitimele is but one of the projects to 
with which RCL Foods and the Church 

are involved.  Attendees at this Centre are 
some of the neediest in Nkomazi. Another 
project currently in progress is a vegetable 
garden. RCL Foods, in partnership with 
Mgubho farming services, recently 
sponsored a borehole and tank to assist 
with this project and to supply the Centre 
with fresh water.

Mike Norton had asked community 
members to assist with donations of 
wheel chairs, spares or any item which 
could benefi t the Centre and its attendees. 
Contact him on 082 555 7165. 

At the latest event were Vusi Zitha, 
Lucky Singwane and Gogo Bhila of 
the Centre, Kenneth Phiri and Lerato 
Sambo from RCL Foods Corporate Social 
Investment Division. The Reverend Helen 
Wilkinson, Mike and Elroux Norton with 
their grandson, Michael, represented the 
United Church of Christ the King. Ansie 
Joubert, local upholsterers and donor of 
material to the Centre, was also on hand to 
spend time at Sitimele.

Sta�  reporter

Emerging-2019 Barberton Adventures.

Community-Service-Partners for Possibility. Tourism-SMME- Happy Hound.

Presidents-award- Kishugu Working on Fire.

Making a di� erence in the lives of those less fortunate. From left to right Lerato Sambo, 
Elroux Norton, Rasul Mahhisi – Care giver to Mpho Phangisa(in wheelchair), Michael 
Lar sen (The Norton’s grandson), Ansie Joubert, Kenneth Phiri  (RCL) and the Rev Helen 
Wilkinson. (Photo by Elroux Norton.)

Large-business-Pronto 
Computer Solutions

include Madumane, AKA, Cassper 
Nyovest, Trevor Dee, Uncle Mdu, DJ Zoe, 
and Sergio.

On November 30, the Festival 
would dish up even more excitement 
and entertainment. Starting with the 
Traditional Xperience in Kahhoyi  in 
Nkomazi, it would be followed by Oupa 
Pilane’s Bubbly Lifestyle at Mbombela 
Botanical Garden.  At the end of this 
day,  a Musical Xperience at Mbombela 
Stadium would see Kwesta, Dr Malinga, 
TP Zet and Chosen, Lil da Kid and Mlindo 
The Vocalist, sharing the stage. 

The festival will usher in the festive 
season with a Soul Session and the Bubbly 
Lifestyle Xperience on December 1.

The iconic Micasa, Afrotraction, 
Samthing Soweto, Musa, Karabo, Stimela, 
Wilson B Nkosi, Sweetmike, and Princess 
Indlovukazi. Would bring the soul to the 
Lowveld.

This year’s Cultural Xperience would 
conclude with the Gospel Music Awards 
on December 8 at Communio Church in 
Mbombela.

“We need to acknowledge cultural 
diversity and heritage and promote unity 
by affi  rming, conversing and celebrating 
peoples’ various ways of life, while 
establishing culture as an economic 
investment,” said the MEC.

The swag dudes from Mi Casa are coming to the Slowveld.
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But the ship was now in the middle of the 
sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was 
contrary. Mahew 14:24

The desire of mankind is total serenity. The 
pursuit of peace has led many into ventures that 
are to some extent alien to peace itself. Many 
erroneously deceive themselves into thinking 
that peace is a�ained through the miseries of 
others. Wars have been waged and lives have 
been sha�ered and wasted because somebody 
somewhere thought of his peace as a product of 
the suffering of others.

Personal serenity as defined by mankind is to 
have everything going as planned. Yes, there are 
mes life totally responds to your dictates and 
seems to dance to the rhythm you create for it. 
You have had the chance to be the director of 
your own life, you set the stage and all seems to 
be working as planned. These few mes (and 
they are few, no ma�er how prolonged they 
are) gets you to think that life simply responds 
to your whims and caprices. Sure, you may be in 
perfect health, have an outstanding career, 
enjoying an amazing family and generally 
cruising. To this, you somemes erroneously 
remark to yourself “life is good”, but how long 
does it all last?

On this big ocean called life, we construct ships 
to keep us from sinking in this ocean. This ship 
represents the knowledge and skills we acquire. 
Self-delusion is when we begin to 
presumptuously build our enre life around the 
might of acquired skills or knowledge.  The 
Titanic was touted as the greatest ship ever built 
by man. It was said to be unsinkable and that 
God himself would've sailed in that ship. In spite 
of the might, speed and beauty, it took just an 
iceberg to sink the 'unsinkable' ship.

The Storms Of Life
by Dr PD  Kum

by Dr PD  KumDr PD Kum’s Blog

For copies contact
Beyond Thinkers Publicaons

+27 (0)73 129 3576
www.beyondthinkerspublicaons.com

all of a sudden, from nowhere and almost 
unannounced comes the storms. Your ship 
seemed formidable and unsinkable. It was 
strong and well built to withstand the 
turbulence yet it could not prevent the storm 
from hi�ng the very core of your enre system. 

It may be cancer or a sore throat. It may be the 
illness or loss of someone close to you. It may 
be a personal failure or disappointment in your 
job or school work. It may be a rumour that is 
circulang in your office or your church, 
damaging your reputaon, bringing you grief 
and anxiety. It can be anything that ranges from 
something as small and irritang as the bite of a 
mosquito or the nagging of a gnat to the charge 
of an elephant or having to face a lion in the 
lions' den as with Daniel.
Storms are winds blowing contrary to 
preparaons and projecons. Storms are 
devastang. They are tormenng. They 
are irritang and above 
all painful.  Storms 
misdirect the path of 
our lives and sha�er 
dreams. Storms ruin 
plans and break hearts. 
Storms open up 
unthinkable chapters of 
life. .........
to be connued
in the next 
edion.

* Beyond I Do

* Beyond Imagination 

* Beyond Totality 

* Things I Wish I Knew

GOD’S special revelation of Himself in 
His Word is an incredible picture of His 
grace. We could not know God if He did 
not take the initiative to reveal Himself. 

David used several words to refer to 
God’s Word - law, testimony, precepts 
and commandment. It also refers to the 
referent fear of Him and certain rules.

With each reference to God’s Word, 
David lists an accompanying characteristic 
- perfect, sure, right, pure, clean, enduring, 
true and righteous. Finally, David lists the 
eff ects of God’s Word. It revives, brings 
wisdom and rejoicing and also enlightens.

It is important to remember that God’s 
Word is His revelation of Himself to us. 
As such, we do not worship the Bible, but 
rather the One who gave it. The reason the 
Bible is perfect, sure, right, pure, clean, 
enduring, and righteous is because God 
is. His revelation reveals, refl ects and is 
consistent with His character and nature. 
The reason we can become revived, wise, 
joyful, and enlightened by God’s Word is 
that it points us to the One who can ensure 
those characteristics also in us. 

God does not give life, wisdom and 
joy as gifts outside of Himself. He gives 
us Himself and we fi nd all those things 
in Him. It is the Word of God that points 
us to the God of the Word, who then 
completely satisfi es our soul with Himself.

The Word of God should never be 

Salvation is not based on certain churches, 
it is the plan of God Evangelist Vally Shakoane (Marite 

Assembly of God) Pastor Fanie Ngwenya (Mountain View Assembly)

God always speaks through His Word

considered apart from the God of the 
Word. God did not reveal Himself in His 
Word so that we might treat the book as 
our greatest treasure. Instead, He gave us 
His book so we might know how to regard 
and worship Him as our greatest treasure 
in Spirit and truth. The reason God’s Word 
is more desirable than gold and sweeter 
than honey is that through it God leads us 
to Himself, the One who is pre-eminently 
desirable and who alone is worthy of our 
adoration. Growing love for the Word of 
God should naturally lead us towards a 
growing love for the God of the Word. 

God Bless you. 

Jesus came on earth for the fi rst time 
as God, housing a Jewish body of a man 
to save all mankind (John 1:14). ( As a 
pastor, please check this paragraph for 
me). 

It is, therefore, salvation came fi rst to 
the Jews and then to the Gentiles (Romans 
1:16) and Jesus also said it in the Gospel 
of Matthew 20:16 that the fi rst will be the 
last and the last be the fi rst.

In concern with the salvation of men, 
the focus of God is now shifted to the 
Gentiles before the event of Jesus’ 
second coming. The message preached 
currently is to restore men to God since 
Adam, the fi rst man fell. We are all from 
one bloodline (Acts 17:26) and through 
one man (Adam) “... all have sinned and 
are made destitute of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23 JUB) and through one man 
(Jesus Christ) salvation is brought to all 
men (Acts 4:12)

 «For the times of this ignorance God 
overlooked, but He now commands all 
men everywhere to repent» (Acts 17:30 
JUB)

Jesus is the only way, truth, and life 
(John 14:6)

He was crucifi ed and died on the 
cross for our sin, He is the perfect Lamb 
sacrifi ced for our sin (John 1:29)

This world without Jesus is doom. Thus 
the reason God destined us to eternal 

life through salvation that we may not 
perish, He has prepared a special place 
for us for rest; He shall wipe away all 
tears from our eyes; and death shall 
be no more neither shall there be any 
more sorrow nor crying nor pain; for 
the former things will be done away 
(Revelation 21:4)

This is an invitation to respond unto 
God’s call for salvation and we will live 
forever without with Him (Rev. 21:3)

May the Lord richly bless you and 
meet your heart desires at an appointed 
time of need.

Pastor Fanie Ngwenya.

Evangelist Vally Shakoane.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Dr Nora Fakude-Nkuna’s rags-
to-riches book on the shelves
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Tel: 013 752 2423
cell: 079 179 7901

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE biography of Mpumalanga’s 
well-known business woman, Dr Nora 
Fakude-Nkuna, had offi  cially been 
launched in Mbombela.  The story of this 
extraordinary woman is told in Humble 
Beginnings.

“I feel deeply honoured by the gesture 
of the writer and the publishers for having 
had an interest in telling and sharing my 
story in this fashion. I have never for a 
single day thought someone would be 
interested in writing my story in a book 
format like this. I am deeply honoured and 
feel blessed,” said Fakude-Nkuna .

Fakude-Nkuna bought shares in one 
of Africa’s biggest public transport 

companies, Buscor, operating in the 
Lowveld. From there on, the sky had 
been the limit. Today she owns Buscor 
with an estimated annual turn-over of 
R1, 2 billion. She also dominated media 
headlines when she built a shopping mall 
outside Mbombela for R250 million. 

The book was written by well-known 
journalist Mbekezeli Mbuli.   

Mbuli said Fakude-Nkuna inspired 
him to turn a 300-word newspaper article 
into a book. He believed her story would 
inspire many others, especially those 
coming from disadvantaged backgrounds.

“I have known Fakude-Nkuna for over 
10 years and throughout the years I have 
realised we shared so many similarities 
and hence my voice can be heard in 
this biography. It is purposely crafted in 
plain and simple English for everyone to 
comprehend.”

“What makes this book and her story 
interesting is the fact that it is set during 
the apartheid era when black people, 
especially women, were restricted and 
had no opportunities to succeed in life 
or in business,” said Mbuli.  It tells the 
story of how Fakude- Nkuna grew up in 
poverty and had to share a room with rats. 
She walked 15 kilometres to school daily, 
without any shoes. After school she had 
to sell fruit and vegetables to help her 
unemployed mother and epileptic father.

The book is available at selective book 
stores throughout the country. Mpumalanga businesswoman and icon, 

Dr Nora Fakude-Nkuna.

Ground crew and a veterinarian at work, dehorning a rhino in the Manyeleti Game 
Reserve last week. (PHOTO supplied)

 Dehorning drive in Manyeleti 
reserve to save rhinos

Tumelo waga Dibakwane

IN AN eff ort to stave off  poaching and 
save the rhino population from extinction, 
Nkombe Rhino partnered with the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA) to safeguard the iconic creatures. 

The Manyeleti Game Reserve in 
Mpumalanga is one of the hardest hit 
rhino poaching areas in the world, and this 
is where the organisations took the fi rst 
step last week in curbing rhino poaching.

This is also a ground breaker whereby 
non-profi t organisations (NPO’s) and 
government reserves could work together.

Rhino de-horning is painless, similar 
to humans clipping their fi ngernails. The 
rhinos were located by the air wing before 
being sedated by a veterinarian. 

A ground crew stabilised the animals, 
before removing the horns. 

The vet ensured that no cut was made 
close to any nerve. The remaining horn 
was then smoothly ground and the animals 
were back on their feet within half an hour 
later.

While not an ideal solution, dehorning 
had already proved to be successful in 
diverting poachers. 

Nkombe Rhino is a South African 
NPO providing support and protection of 
endangered wildlife species. It provides 
funding and provisions to the dedicated 
men and women at the forefront of this 
scourge. 

Due to the increasing demand for rhino 
horn in the East, Nkombe had so far 
focused a large amount of its resources on 
this species. 

By protecting these animals, it would 
be possible to safeguard other species as 
well. Manyetleti  is part of the MTPA’s 
tourism products.
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NOT only are diamonds a girl’s 
best friend, but Mozambique, with its 
commercial diamond resources, could 
very soon benefi t from these deposits.

Certain testing is still needed, but so far 
it seemed the country had indeed hit on 
the mother lode of glistening gems. 

In a statement the government made 
it clear that it would ensure legal sales 
procedures to prevent this new source of 

A Mozambican delegation met with the 
newly elected president and senior cabinet 
members from Zimbabwe to discuss 
increased fuel provision from Beira to 
Harare.

The increase in the fuel provision from 
the Mozambican capital to its neighbour 
would see two million cubic metres of 

Commercial diamond deposits 
found in Mozambique

Moz to increase fuel supply to 
neighbouring Zimbabwe

income fi nancing illegal activities. 
The Kimberley Process Management 

Unit would control the precious minerals 
and would also be responsible for proper 
and legal certifi cation thereof.

Already, 40 prospecting units are in 
operation in Gaza, Niassa, Tete and 
Manica. 

Warehouses had been established in 
Maputo and Nampula.

petroleum pumped across the border 
between the two countries annually.

Zimbabwe is in dire need of extra liquid 
fuel. As soon as the two heads of state 
can negotiate the necessary logistics, 
Mozambique would increase its current 
provision of 1, 6 million cubic metres to 
Zimbabwe.

FITCH rating agency is of the opinion 
that  the resolution of Mozambique’s 
sovereign debt would raise the public debt 
ratio to 101% of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) this year.

“We anticipate that public debt, 
excluding domestic debt, would increase 
from 97% of GDP in 2018 to 101% this 
year,” said Fitch analysts. The reason for 
this was due to the higher payment on 
Ematum debt and the accumulation of 
foreign arrears.

Two loans worth $1.2 billion 
represented 13% of the country’s debt. 
So far, the Mozambican government had 

fulfi lled its fi nancial obligations in order 
to rise above creditor default. 

The Fitch report stated that the country’s 
growth would marginally slow down this 
year, but would eventually stabilise and 
then rise exponentially within the next two 
years. It is also expected that domestic 
debt would increase after the double-
cyclone disaster. However, Mozambique 
handled the consequences of its hidden 
debt very well and in doing so managed to 
control its massive budget defi cit. 

This included stopping subsidies, 
improved tax collection systems and 
stringent budget cuts.

Mozambique shows SA how 
to rise above credit default

GET IN TOUCH
to address your advertising needs?

So you want me to

Phone Amanda on 074-950-2616 or Raylee on 072-796-2936
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Community members who attended the Mpumalanga Informal Welders Recruitment 
Programme write their names in the attendance register before they leave.

Some of the welders and potential welders at the launch of the Mpumalanga Informal 
Welders Recruitment Programme in Middelburg.

WWW.RACUS.CO.ZA/

in partnership with Indian
  and Italian Universities
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IT’S TIME TO STUDY IN ITALY & INDIA

Masoka Dube

THE Mpumalanga Stainless Initiative 
(MSI) and the Small Enterprise 
Development Agency (SEDA) have 
off ered assistance to people who are 
interested in starting or growing a business 
in welding. 

They have launched the Mpumalanga 
Informal Welders Recruitment Programme 
in Middelburg last week.

The aim of the programme is to assist 
rural and township-based informal welders 
to access the market and grow their 
businesses in order to create employment.  

“We are happy that we fi nally launched 

this much anticipated programme. 
President Cyril Ramaphosa stated the 
importance and the central role incubators 
must play in assisting the country to deal 
with our ever-growing unemployment 
rate. As a direct response to the President’s 
MSI, we decided to come up with 
this initiative,” said MSI CEO, Victor 
Mashego.

“Our strategy includes to also create 
a welders and fabricators portal in 
Mpumalanga as well as a cellphone easy-
to-use APP, which will assist our recruited 
small medium enterprises to access 
international and domestic markets,” 
Mashego said. 

He added that most of the informal 

Welders spark enthusiasm at Middelburg recruitment 
welders’ clients are based within the areas 
they operate in, yet their exposure within 
the same areas is limited. 

He said MSI and its partners would 
build the fi rst Mpumalanga Trade Market 
for steel, mild steel, stainless steel and 
aluminium products.

The fourth industrial tools would be 
used to unlock the potential the sector had 
to change the status quo of unemployment 
in the province and the country as well, 
Mashego said. 

The successful candidates will undergo 
training, which will enable them to start 
their businesses and those who already 
started will be taught how to grow and 
sustain their businesses.

“Institutions that wish to partner with 
us in this empowerment programme 
are welcome to interact with us. Their 
fi nancial and non-fi nancial support will be 
highly appreciated,” Mashego said.

“We already partnered with Small 
Enterprise Development Agency, 
MERSETA, Forek Institute of Technology, 
the Department of Trade and Industry, 
National Youth Development Agency and 
the National Empowerment Fund. Two 
of our other major stakeholders in this 
project are Columbus Stainless and the 
Department of Economic Development 
and Tourism,” Mashego concluded.

Interested people can call 013 246 1528 
or visit mpstainless.co.za
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Dex Sibiya

THE 2019 Alfred Dunhill 
champion, David Lipsky, would 
be defending his title against 
156 professional golfers as the 

tournament once again kicks off  in 
extreme hot weather in Nkomazi.

From November 28 to 
December 1, the tournament 

is returning to the Leopard 
Creek Country Club just 

outside Malalane. 
R23 million would be at 

stake in this championship 
which is part of the global 
Sunshine Tour under 
the auspices of the PGA 
European Tour.

A 72-hole stroke play 
championship with 18 holes 
would be played each day. 

This would include a 
three-ball on the fi rst two 
days and a two-ball event 
on the last two days after 
the cut.

For the past 19 years, the Alfred Dunhill 
Championship had been one of the top 
events in golf. 

Winners over the years included Adam 
Scott, Justin Rose and South African 
players, Charl Schwartzel and Ernie Els.

Schwartzel still holds the record for the 
most Alfred Dunhill Championship titles 
(4) under his belt. 

Fellow South African, Branden Grace, 
remained the only player to have won 
both the Alfred Dunhill Championship 
and its partner tournament, the 

Alfred Dunhill Links 
Championship in Scotland.

Last year’s winner, 
American David Lipsky, 
won the 2018 Alfred 
Dunhill Championship by 
two strokes during his debut 
in the tournament. 

It had been his second 
European Tour title.

This year the Alfred 
Dunhill Championship is 
also committed to keep its 
green footprint. 

Single-use plastic would 
be kept at a minimum during 

the Mpumalanga arm of the 
tournament.

A new partnership with 
Bluewater, Refi ll Co and Consol 

would encourage fans and golfers to 
purchase Alfred Dunhill Championship-
branded glass bottles or bring their own 
reusable ones. 

These can be refi lled free of charge at 
various points on the golf course. This is a 
fi rst for the partnership.
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THE 2019 Alfred Dunhill 
champion, David Lipsky, would 
be defending his title against 
156 professional golfers as the 

tournament once again kicks off  in 
extreme hot weather in Nkomazi.

From November 28 to 
December 1, the tournament 

is returning to the Leopard 
Creek Country Club just 

outside Malalane. 
R23 million would be at 

stake in this championship 
which is part of the global 
Sunshine Tour under 
the auspices of the PGA 
European Tour.

A 72-hole stroke play 
championship with 18 holes 
would be played each day. 

This would include a 
three-ball on the fi rst two 
days and a two-ball event 
on the last two days after 
the cut.

For the past 19 years, the Alfred Dunhill 
Championship had been one of the top 
events in golf. 

Winners over the years included Adam 
Scott, Justin Rose and South African 
players, Charl Schwartzel and Ernie Els.

The 2018 American winner, David Lipsky. Photos: Sourced

Lipsky, 
making 

his 
debut last 

year, ended 
a 50-month 

title drought 
by winning in 
South Africa

                      Lipsky back to defend Alfred
                               Dunhill title in Nkomazi


