
Wednesday 13 November 2019

BEACON COLLEGE & KIDZ  PARADISE 2020 ADMISSION STARTED and 
CLOSES IN SEPTEMBER.MALELANE. | Gr R - 12. | HOSTEL FACILITIES | 013 790 1730/071 579 0972 & 013 790 1534   Email: beaconmalelane@gmail.com

TOP SCHOOL IN MALELANE CIRCUITBEACON COLLEGE & KIDZ  PARADISE 2020 ADMISSION STARTED
MALELANE. | Gr R - 12. | HOSTEL FACILITIES | 013 790 1730/071 579 0972 & 013 790 1534   Email: beaconmalelane@gmail.com

TOP SCHOOL IN MALELANE CIRCUIT

Sta�  Reporter

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa 
offi  cially opened the Mpumalanga division 
of the High Court in Nelspruit last week.

Accompanied by the Minister of Justice 
and Correctional Services, Ronald Lamola 
and Public Works and Infrastructure 
Minister Patricia de Lille, Ramaphosa said 
the offi  cial opening of the court was the 
fulfi lment of the government’s promise to 
ensure access to justice for all.

The President said while the launch 
marked a milestone, more needed to be 
done to broaden access to law.

“Among these are the costs of 
obtaining legal representation, linguistic 
accessibility as well as accessibility for 
people with disabilities. Also, lengthy 
delays and case postponements, backlogs 
in the court roll and people having to 
travel long physical distances to reach 
courtrooms, as has been the case here in 
Mpumalanga, must be addressed,” he said.

The Mpumalanga High Court came into 
operation on 1 May this year.

Situated on Samuel Machel Road, 
between the R40 and KaapscheHoop 
Road in Mbombela, the court will serve 

the people of Manyeleti, Bushbuckridge, 
Mbombela and Kromdraai in the Chief 
Albert Luthuli Municipality. They will no 
longer have to incur huge travel costs for 
legal assistance in Pretoria.

The court seals the last phase of the 
programme that ensures that a High Court 
is established in each of the nine provinces 
in South Africa.

Also in attendance was the National 
Prosecuting Authority’s National Director 
of Public Prosecution, Advocate Shamila 
Batohi, Acting Deputy Chief Justice, Sisi 
Khampepe and Mpumalanga Division of 
the High Court, Judge President Frans 
Legodi. 

In addition to improving access to 
justice, Ramaphosa said the court must 
etch its mark on the jurisprudence of the 
country.

“This court must be seen as an agent of 
transformation and it must set a high bar 
for jurisprudence. It must make its mark 
throughout the country,” he said.

Lamola backed the President, adding 
that the newly launched state-of-the-
art court, which was built to the tune 
of more than R1 billion, must refl ect 
the demographics of the country and 
eff ectively play a role in grooming black 

RESIDENTS, members of Cosatu, the 
South African Communist Party (SACP) 
and business people of Bushbuckridge 
took to the streets last week in protest, 
demanding that the municipality reinstate 
its contract with Rand Water to deal with 
the water crisis in the area.

Earlier this year, the municipality 
terminated its contract with Rand Water. 
At the time the municipality promised 
better and cheaper service to the 
community.

Bushbuckridge mayor, Sylvia Nxumalo, 
said at the time that by getting rid of Rand 
Water the municipality would save R23 
million a month on its water account.

“Since the dismissal of the state owned 
company Rand Water, purifi cation plants 
are closing one by one. Marite and 
Thulamahashe plants are already closed. 
We have warned them that when they get 
rid of Rand Water there will be a crisis,” 
said Milton Morema, SACP secretary in 
Bushbuckridge and Thaba Chweu . “We 
are giving them 14 days to resolve this 
issue,” he threatened.

Bushbuckridge municipality 
spokesperson, Aubrey Mnisi, denied 
allegations that the water crisis in the area 
was caused as a result of the termination 
of services from Rand Water.

“Yes, there is indeed a serious water 
crisis, but it is not true that the crisis 
is caused because we are failing. The 
problem here is caused by the fact that 
the dams and the rivers are running out 
of water. Out of the six water purifi cation 
plants that we have, only one is functional, 
due to a lack of rain,” Mnisi said.

“Remember, we have adopted Rand 
Water employees, which means we 
still have the same workforce. We are 
appealing to community members not 
to misuse the little water that we have,” 
urged Mnisi.   

 Mpumalanga High 
Court opens in Nelspruit

Bushbuckridge municipality spokesperson, 
Aubrey Mnisi.

Leaving the High Court building are, from left, Justice and Correctional Services minister Ronald Lamola, Judge President Frans Legodi 
(behind), President Cyril Ramaphosa and Premier Ri� lwe Mtshweni-Tsipane. On the right is one of the President’s body guards.

Community demand 
Rand Water return

Masoka Dube

commercial lawyers and boost access for 
female litigants.

“We must see black professionals doing 
commercial law. For us as government, 
it’s very important that we groom a new 
generation of legal professionals.

“We have heard the cry of women 
practitioners across the country. They are 
complaining that their struggles are very 
diffi  cult,” Lamola said.

With courts as the vanguards of 
communities’ needs and concerns, 
Khampepe lauded the opening of the court 
as assurance that the notion of access to 
justice for all is taking shape. 

“The establishment and opening of 
this court is a refl ection of our steadfast 
commitment to the Constitution and 
its values. It is the manifestation of the 
constitutional promise. It is the symbol of 
access to justice,” said Khampepe. 

Legodi, who will head the Mpumalanga 
Division of the High Court, assured the 
public that the rule of law will be ensured 
without fear or favour.

“To the people of Mpumalanga, let me 
assure you that we will implement the law 
without, fear, favour or prejudice. In other 
words, we will not be captured,” Legod 
said.
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BBR water crisis looms
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Sta�  Reporter

BUSHBUCKRIDGE is facing the grim 
possibility of running out of water as local 
dams and rivers are fast drying up.

This follows short on the heels of 
the municipality’s termination of 
its longstanding contract with Rand 
Water, and taking full responsibility for 
water supply to the public. Municipal 
spokesperson, Aubrey Mnisi, confi rmed 
this to NEWSHORN, but ensured the 
public that the municipality was still 
supplying clean, high quality water to all 
communities.

“The only problem we are facing is 
the amount of water we need to provide. 
We are only relying on the Inyaka 

A WEEKLY dam levels report 
issued by the Department of Water 
and Sanitation this week shows that 
Mpumalanga’s water storage is on a 
decline week on week. 

The water levels in the province 
have dropped marginally to 58.9% this 
week from 60% last week. 

This is a far cry compared to the 
same period last year when the water 
storage in the province was at 71.4%.

The heat wave that is experienced 
in most parts of the province has 
contributed to this decline due to 
evaporation while the lack of rains is 

Dam,” said Mnisi. “Inyaka Dam still 
has a little bit of water, which can only 
sustain the community for a little while. 
We will add water tanks and boreholes 
for further provision of water within the 
municipality,” Mnisi said.

Meanwhile, the Mpumalanga 
Department of Water and Sanitation 
(DWS) has allocated R18 million to the 
Dr JS Moroka Local Municipality to 
address the water shortages there.

The municipality has experienced water 
supply challenges due to the persistent 
drought resulting in low river fl ows and 
the subsequent drying up of dams, as is 
the case with Mkhombo Dam. 

The dam in Siyabuswa serves as the 
main source of raw water for the vast 
semi-rural communities of Dr JS Moroka 
Local Municipality, Thembisile Hani 
Local Municipality and the Sekhukhune 
District Municipality.

“The municipalities will use the money 
in its ground water development under the 
drought relief intervention. Through the 
intervention, 11 boreholes are undergoing 
refurbishment, while 15 new boreholes 
have been drilled, giving a total of 26 
boreholes and two package plants,” DWS 
provincial spokesperson, Themba Khoza, 
said.

“The department’s interventions to 
ensure that communities have access to 
water and groundwater was identifi ed as 
one of the key interventions and drought 
relief funded boreholes were prioritised,” 
Khoza added.

not helping the situation either. 
Also continuing to drop are the 

Olifants and Inkomati-Usuthu Water 
Management areas, sitting at 48.6% 
and 63.6% respectively. 

This week’s report also shows that 
only the Vygeboom Dam in the Gert 
Sibande remains above 80% even 
though it dropped from 92.2% to 
91.4%. 

The Witbank Dam has dropped from 
80% last week to 79% this week. The 
Rhenosterkop Dam remains unchanged 
at the critical level of 0.6%. 

The department encourages South 
Africans to be more responsible and 
use water sparingly as the hot weather 
conditions continue to persist.
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Sta�  Reporter

Alex Rose-Innes

TRANS African Concessions (TRAC) 
has received numerous complaints and 
been repeatedly questioned about the truck 
backlog between the Komati Load Control 
Centre and the Lebombo Border Post, 
over the past few weeks, which is having a 
negative impact on the N4 Toll Route. 

Truck traffi  c volumes have escalated 
considerably since September following 
Transnet’s temporary halt of its rail 
service to Maputo Port. This has resulted 
in a 30% increase in trucks going through 
the border post. 

Road users, local landowners and 
businesses have approached TRAC about 
the problem as the excessive truck traffi  c 
causes queues of up to 7kms long. These 
queues obstruct traffi  c fl ow and create 
safety hazards. 

Standing trucks also block farm and 
business entrances, creating major 
frustration for the local community. 

ONE of Mpumalanga’s best exports 
would soon be on her way to China to 
represent Africa in the Mrs Globe pageant. 
The world’s most beautiful and infl uential 
women annually compete for this 
prestigious crown.

Lucia Ochan wears many hats – 
philanthropist, successful business 
woman, youth mentor and social activist. 
She is also a well-known concept 
developer and brand ambassador. Besides 
her full programme in supporting the 
communities, women and youth in 
Mpumalanga, she is also a mother and 
wife to a successful medical practitioner 
in Mbombela. 

Ochan’s journey started in Ermelo as 
one of three sisters to a mine worker father 
and a retail worker mother.

Among the many awards she received 
is a special recognition from the United 
Nations when she claimed the UN Women 
of Infl uence Global Award earlier this 
year. 

She lends her voice and beauty to Brand 
South Africa and is the spokesperson for 
the African continent’s WIN Foundation. 

Among her many titles, this inspirational 
woman also lends her many talents to 
CANSA in the Lowveld and empowers 
less fortunate women in marginalised rural 
communities. In accordance with the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 
for the African continent, she advocates 
gender equality, while at the same 
time practises as an advanced medical 
aesthetician.

After a remarkable career in 
government, working in various high-
profi le positions in law and home aff airs, 
she ventured into the beauty industry. 
Today, her hair studio, beauty salon and 
clothing boutique are going strong. She 
is also an active member of the South 
African Health and Skincare Association.

As a ANC Progressive Business Forum 
member, Ochan had been part of the ANC 
business delegation to the Forum Trade 
Mission in China and had lent her skills to 
an international tourism programme with 
government.

As a dialogue partner with the 
BRICS delegation, she is heard in the 
hallowed halls of national government 

TRAC concerned about truck backlogs at border post

Dam levels decline

 Beautiful Lucia Ochan to represent 
Africa in global pageant

“As border and road users ourselves, 
TRAC fully understands the frustration as 
we are not immune to the problem. 

Our own truck recently took over 
54 hours to be cleared at the border, 
which indicates a serious problem,” 
communications manager, Solange 
Soares-Nicholson, said.

In a bid to understand the matter, TRAC 
recently met with Lebombo Border Post 
management and other stakeholders 
who confi rmed that the truck traffi  c is 
simply too excessive to be adequately 
accommodated at the Lebombo border. 

Clearing lanes and human resources 
urgently need to be improved. Although 
some measures have been implemented to 
alleviate the problem, they have not been 
as eff ective as expected. 

TRAC has also approached SANRAL, 
via the Department of Transport, to 
assist as the situation is expected to 
get worse over the festive season when 
traffi  c volumes to the border post are 
traditionally very high. 

on governmental, municipal and private 
issues. Her advisory and consultancy 
services to the Mpumalanga Youth had 
seen collaborative partnerships and 
turnaround strategies come to fruition.

Ochan had established various non-
governmental organisations across 
many industries and had huge success in 
supporting various drives benefi tting the 
continent and Mpumalanga’s peoples of 
all race and colour.

“TRAC believes that the backlogs 
will decrease if the clearing of trucks 
at the border post improves. We are 
also of the opinion that an expansion 
is overdue at the Komati Load Control 
Centre, which is managed by TRAC 
and owned by SANRAL. 

“This should include the expansion 
of the facility through the addition of 
a second lay-bye and improvements 
to the access road.  TRAC off ered to 
assist with a project of this nature a 
few years ago, but this was declined,” 
Soares- Nicholson said. 

TRAC urged all road users to take 
care when driving on this section of 
the route. They appeal to all to respect 
road regulations and signage to avoid 
further complications. 

 To alleviate some of the frustration, 
TRAC has agreed to erect a four-
way stop at the Komatipoort/Sasol 
Garage intersection in order to 
improve vehicle movement across the 
intersection. 

The beauty and brains of Lucia Ochan had 
seen her change the lives of many less 
fortunate women and children.

DWS provincial spokesperson, Themba 
Khoza.
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Provincial police spokesperson, Brigadier 
Leonard Hlathi. 

From left is Nosipho de Beer, Patrick khoza, Qhawe Marule, the owner the  Mabrayas Kota 
& Chips,  Musa Chiloane and Promise Mondlane. 

Qhawe Marule inside his shop from where 
he operates his business.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

WITH the festive season drawing closer, 
incidents in which stokvel members are 
being attacked are speedily increasing in 
the province. 

In a recent incident, Amelia Khoza (45) 
from Cunningmore B in Bushbuckridge 
was attacked by three men near her home 
late in the afternoon. They robbed her of 
the money she collected from the stokvel.   

“Just a few metres from my house, I 
was approached by three men who were 
travelling in a black VW Golf. They 

demanded the money that I collected 
from the stokvel. I told them I did not 
have money on me, but they insisted, 
threatening me that I would die for money 
that did not even belong to me,” Khoza 
said. Khoza said the criminals then 
undressed her and searched for the money.

“They were convinced that I had the 
money on me. The worst part of it is that 
my daughter was witnessing the whole 
incident, screaming for help can as they 
were ripping off  my clothes “ she said.

She believes that the criminals were 
tipped-off  by one of the members since 
they knew that she was handling the 
fi nances of the group. 

Khoza did not report the matter to the 
police, out of fear that the attackers might 
return and harm her or her family.

Provincial police spokesperson, 
Brigadier Leonard Hlathi, said it was 
important that members of the public 
pressed charges against criminals because 
the they otherwise continued to attack 
innocent people. 

“People must remember that we are 
nearing the festive season and criminals 
are also busy. People must make sure they 
don’t carry large amounts of cash on them. 
They must rather use electronic means 
(EFT) to transfer money and to pay for 
goods when they buy in bulk, “ Hlathi 
said.

A bunny chow a day keeps 
poverty at bay

Tumelo waga Dibakwane

DESPITE having grown up in dire 
circumstances, Qhawe Marule (21) from 
Marite in Bushbuckridge has opened 
Mabrayas Kota & Chips, supplying bunny 
chows to many happy clients daily.

Urging unemployed young people, 
especially those in rural areas, to start 
their own businesses and create jobs, 
Marule said if he could do it, anybody 
could.

He said youngsters should rather be 
innovative and start their own businesses 
instead of relocating to the big cities 
searching for greener pastures. 

Marule said he started the kota business 
(bunny chow), after realising that it was 
not as readily available and popular  in the 
villages as it was in Gauteng. 

“Community members support me 
because eating bread and chips is popular 
in the rural areas, and I took advantage of 
that. I make enough profi t from it and after 
three months I already managed to employ 
two people,” said Marule. 

He advised young people to capitalise 
on the opportunities that are available in 
rural areas to start businesses. 

“I know most people in rural areas 
are not working, but that does not mean 
they do not eat or wear clothes, so they 
must not relax at home waiting for a job 
opportunity. They must wake up and start 
something. I did not go to town to rent 

a shop, I operate my business from my 
parent’s backyard,” he said.

Marule said he believed that anyone 
could create their own jobs and urged 
the community to always support local 
businesses by buying their products. 

“Young people must take advantage of 
social media to advertise their businesses, 
it has worked for me,” he added. 

A regular customer at Mabrayas, Pamela 
Mamitja, said she supported Marule 
because he introduced something that they 
were not familiar with and also because he 
was a local resident. 

“We used to eat bread and chips but 
when he introduced the kota we liked it, 
because it comes ready and aff ordable. 
The fact that we know and trust Qhawe is 
the reason why we support his business,” 
she said.

 Dehorning drive in Manyeleti 
Game Reserve to save rhinos

Tumelo waga Dibakwane

IN AN eff ort to stave off  poaching and 
save the rhino population from extinction, 
Nkombe Rhino partnered with the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA) to safeguard the iconic creatures. 

The Manyeleti Game Reserve in 
Mpumalanga is one of the hardest hit 
rhino poaching areas in the world, and this 
is where the organisations took the fi rst 
step last week in curbing rhino poaching.

This is also a ground breaker whereby 
non-profi t organisations (NPO’s) and 
government reserves could work together.

Rhino de-horning is painless, similar 
to humans clipping their fi ngernails. The 
rhinos were located by the air wing before 
being sedated by a veterinarian. 

A ground crew stabilised the animals, 
before removing the horns. 

The vet ensured that no cut was made 
close to any nerve. The remaining horn 
was then smoothly ground and the animals 
were back on their feet within half an hour 
later.

While not an ideal solution, dehorning 
had already proved to be successful in 
diverting poachers. 

Nkombe Rhino is a South African 
NPO providing support and protection of 
endangered wildlife species. It provides 
funding and provisions to the dedicated 
men and women at the forefront of this 
scourge. 

Due to the increasing demand for rhino 
horn in the East, Nkombe had so far 
focused a large amount of its resources on 
this species. 

By protecting these animals, it would 
be possible to safeguard other species as 
well. Manyetleti  is part of the MTPA’s 
tourism products.

Stokvel members targeted 
as festive season looms
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City of Mbombela municipal spokesperson, 
Joseph Ngala.

Willem Oosthuizen and Theo Jackson were 
granted leave to appeal in the high pro� le 
co�  n case.

Some of the people who attended the Disability Rights Awareness Month launched in 
Middelburg last week.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

RESIDENTS of Sand River near 
Hazyview have appealed to the City of 
Mbombela to install a speed hump at the 
Inkambeni Bridge to put a brake to the 
many car accidents that take place there.

According to residents, most accidents 
occur just after the bridge in the direction 
of White River, with three accidents that 
happened last week alone.

One resident, Johannes Manzine, told 
NEWSHORN that his fi ve children use 
the road daily and he fears that their lives 
are in danger. 

“I am concerned that one day I will 
lose a child because the motorists are 
speeding and take advantage of the fact 
that there are no traffi  c lights or a speed 
hump. We are currently experiencing a lot 
of accidents and if nothing is done people 
will die there,” he said.  

He said two additional speed humps 

was needed next to the street as well. 
He claimed they approached the ward 
councillor, who turned their requests 
down. 

Meanwhile, residents said they would 
build a speed hump themselves if the 
municipality continued to ignore their 

Middelburg men 
granted leave to 
appeal in coffi  n case

 Minister promises economic liberation for disabled
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Tumelo waga Dibakwane

VICTOR Mlotshwa from Middelburg 
expressed his displeasure upon hearing 
that the men who assaulted him and 
put him in a coffi  n, would appeal their 
sentence in the Supreme Court of Appeal 
in Bloemfontein.

Willem Oosthuizen and Theo Jackson 
were granted leave to appeal after fi ling a 
petition against their sentence of 11 and 
14 years respectively.

The high profi le case saw them being 
found guilty for assaulting and shoving 
Mlotshwa in a coffi  n and threatening to set 
him alight in 2016. They videotaped the 
incident which went viral on social media 
causing widespread outrage.

Their application for leave to appeal 
failed at a High Court sitting in 
Middelburg in October 2017, but their 
application to appeal has now been 
granted.

Mlotshwa told the media that he 
suff ered a lot of humiliation in the eyes of 
the public and he was still struggling to 
come to terms with what had happened to 
him. 

“It is diffi  cult to believe and accept that 
they are going to challenge the sentence 
meaning that they say they are not guilty 
of the acts they did to me,” he said.

Mlotshwa 
said his family, 
especially his 
mother, Lonia 
Mlotshwa, was left 
in great distress by 
the incident. 

“She is still 
struggling to come 
to terms with 
what happened. It 
had aff ected her 
health,” he said.

A National 
Prosecuting 
Authority (NPA) 
spokesperson in 
Mpumalanga said 
the sentence was 
appropriate and 
equalled the crimes 
committed.

“They were 
sentenced based 
on the evidence 
presented in the 
court.”

THE government has promised to 
make a particular eff ort to the economic 
liberation of persons with disabilities.

Minister in the Presidency: Women, 
Youth and Persons with Disabilities, Maite 
Nkoana-Mashabane, made this promise 
during the Disability Rights Awareness 
Month that was launched in Middelburg 
last week. 

The month-long campaign is aimed at 
raising awareness of the harmful eff ects 
stigmatisation, prejudice and stereotypes 
have on the disability sector. It also 
aims to celebrate individuals who have 
overcome prejudice, societal barriers and 
hardship to excel in their chosen fi elds.

Nkoana-Mashabane said in the next 
fi ve years the department would focus on 
improving access to universal education, 
life skills, skills development and training. 

“This will be supported by targeted 
measures to ensure early development 
screening of all children for 
developmental delays and disability, 
with concurrent individualised early 
intervention services for children with 
disabilities,” Nkoana-Mashabane said.

The theme for the campaign is 
“Together Building South Africa Inclusive 
of Disability Rights”.

“We believe there is a higher incidence 
rate of abuse perpetrated against persons 

with disabilities. 
During the 16 Days of Activism 

Campaign we also call on the authorities 
to take action against the abuse committed 
against persons with disabilities,” Nkoana-
Mashabane added.

Participating at the launch, Deputy 
Minister, Professor Hlengiwe Mkhize, 
spent the day in 
conversation with 
leaders in the 
disability sector, to 
unpack the barriers 
that persons 
with disabilities 
experience daily 
and to engage 
on solutions that 
will deliver faster 
results over the 
next fi ve years.

request. 
A scholar, Patience Mokoena, said they 

are in dire need of a hump at their nearby 
school because they were forced to cross 
the busy road when going to school. 

“It is very hard to cross on that road 
especially in the morning and afternoon 
because the road is very busy, and horrifi c 
accidents are happening there. If we can 
have a speed hump built there, it will 
force the motorists to slow down,” said 
Mokoena. 

City of Mbombela municipal 
spokesperson, Joseph Ngala, has advised 
the community to talk to their ward 
councillor as the municipality has a budget 
for roads. 

“If they can go to their ward councillor, 
he will talk to the service manager at the 
municipal branch, then they will assess the 
area and install the hump if it is necessary. 
If that area puts people’s lives in danger, it 
should be attended to as soon as possible,” 
Ngala said.

 Sand River residents take council to task 

Mkhize emphasised the need to ensure 
that responses to the daily struggle of 
persons with disabilities fi nd expression at 
district level. 

 She expressed appreciation for the 
disability sector’s commitment to play its 
part in mobilising local communities, in 
particular in rural communities.

The victim, Victor Mlotshwa from 
Middelburg.
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Sta�  Reporter

Masoka Dube

THE biography of well known 
business woman, Dr Nora Fakude-
Nkuna, has offi  cially been launched 
in Mbombela last week.  

The book, titled the Humble 
Beginnings gives full details on 
how this struggle icon and mega 
businesswoman turned a life of rags 
into riches. It was written by a well-
known journalist, Mbekezeli Mbuli.   

“I feel deeply honoured by 
the gesture of the writer and the 
publishers for having had an interest 
in telling and sharing my story in this 
fashion. I have never for a single day 
thought someone would be interested 
in writing my story in a book format 
like this. I am deeply honoured and 
feel blessed,” Fakude-Nkuna said 
during the launch.

She made a name 
for herself shortly after 
she had bought shares 
in one of Africa’s 
giant public transport 
companies, Buscor, 
which operates in 
the Lowveld part of 
Mpumalanga, with an 
estimated annual turn-
over of R1.2 billion. 
Fakude-Nkuna also hit 
media headlines when 
she built a shopping 
mall just outside 
Mbombela at a cost of 
R250 million. 

Her 
shopping 
mall was 
offi  cially 
opened 
by former 

AN employee of the Department of 
Labour, Thokozani Percy Skosana (42), 
has been found guilty of 15 counts of 
fraud last week. 

Skosana, who appeared at the Witbank 
Regional Court, was sentenced to three 
years imprisonment, suspended for fi ve 
years. 

The court also ordered him to pay back 
the monies he had stolen. 

Skosana is an employee at the 
department’s Unemployment Insurance 
Fund (UIF).

“During 2012, he fraudulently started 
a company named Simajale Transport 
and General Dealer and registered ghost 

AN ANC councillor accused of selling 
RDP houses in Amersfoort, and pocketing 
the money, is expected to appear in the 
Amersfoort Magistrate Court on Monday 
(November 18). 

Obed Shabangu (42), who is a ward 7 
councillor in the Pixley ka Seme Local 
Municipality, is facing charges of fraud 
and corruption. 

He was fi rst arrested in December last 
year and released on bail. However, he 
was re-arrested in July after he allegedly 
violated his bail conditions.

Shabangu’s bail was set at R50 000, but 
has been revoked in July after he allegedly 
attempted to bribe a witness to drop the 
charges against him. 

Mpumalanga Co-operative Governance 
and Traditional Aff airs (Cogta) 
spokesperson, George Mthethwa, refused 
to comment on the matter and referred all 
inquiries to the municipal spokesperson, 
Sibonelo Ndlela, who was not available 
for comment at the time of going to Press.

president, Jacob Zuma and South 
Africa’s deputy president, David 
Mabuza.

Mbuli said Fakude-Nkuna inspired 
him to turn a 300-word newspaper 
article into a book because he 
believed the story would inspire many 
others, especially those coming from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.

“I have known Fakude-Nkuna for 
over 10 years, and throughout the 
years I have realised we shared so 
many similarities and hence my voice 
can be heard in this biography. It is 
purposely crafted in plain and simple 
English for everyone to comprehend,” 
he said.

“What makes this book and her 
story interesting is the fact that it is 
set during the apartheid era when 
black people, especially women, were 
restricted and had no opportunities to 

succeed in life or 
in business,” said 
Mbuli. 

The book tells 
how Fakude- 
Nkuna grew up in 
poverty and had to 
share a room with 
rats and walked 
barefoot about 
15km to school 
daily. After school 
she had to sell fruit 
and vegetables 
to help her 
unemployed mother 
and epileptic father, 
Mbuli said.

The book is 
available 
at selected 

book stores 
throughout 
the country.

 Fakude-Nkuna’s rags to riches life 
story now on the shelves

 UIF offi  cer found guilty of fraud

ANC councillor nabbed after 
alleged RDP houses transactions

Gospel star, Takie Ndou, is one of the artists 
that will be performing at the Shachah 
worshipping event in White River on 7 
December . 

Phindile Mashaba will be part of the 
Shachah worshiping event in White River 
next month.

Mpumalanga businesswoman and icon, Dr Nora 
Fakude-Nkuna.

Masoka Dube

SOME of South Africa’s most popular 
gospel singers will be on stage at the 
Shachah worshiping event in White River 
next month.

Award winning and much-loved gospel 
star, Takie Ndou, will be among the artists 
that will be dazzling the crowd on 7 
December.

Other big names include local artists, 
Mpumalanga songbird Phindile Mashaba 
and Zakes Mahlangu. Zanele Mathebula, 
Mtho Mtshali, Mangaliso Goje, 
ReshenMusic, Tebello Khanye and Pastor 
Ndabenhle Khoza will also spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ.  

“Mpumalanga gospel music lovers, who 
will be attending the event, can expect a 
lot of energy from my performance as I 
am much prepared for the event,” Takie 
told NEWSHORN.

He is one of the most successful gospel 
artists in the country and has bagged many 
awards in his short career. These include 
the Metro Awards, Crown Gospel Awards, 

Mzansi Gospel Awards, Ingoma Gospel 
Awards, Tshima Award and The Fame 
Award. 

Another artist that promises an 
outstanding performance, Phindile 
Mashaba, said she was excited to be part 
of the event. 

“I am very excited because it gives me 
an opportunity to display my talent. I am 
also pleased to know that I will be sharing 
a stage with Takie Ndou,” Mashaba said. 

According to the event organiser, Joseph 
Gbenle, Shachah is an event aimed at 
giving everyone a chance to worship and 
enjoy their favourite artists on stage at no 
charge.

“People do not have to pay money 
if they want to praise God and enjoy 
their much beloved gospel music. 
During the event there will be a number 
of motivational speakers and other 
stakeholders who will be addressing the 
attendees,” Gbenle said. 

“The fi rst event, that was held in August, 
was well attended. That is why we are 
expecting a lot of people at the upcoming 
event,” he said.  

Amazing gospel festival 
draws big names

during the launch.
She made a name 

for herself shortly after 
she had bought shares 
in one of Africa’s 
giant public transport 
companies, Buscor, 
which operates in 
the Lowveld part of 
Mpumalanga, with an 
estimated annual turn-
over of R1.2 billion. 
Fakude-Nkuna also hit 
media headlines when 
she built a shopping 
mall just outside 
Mbombela at a cost of 
R250 million. 

succeed in life or 
in business,” said 
Mbuli. 

The book tells 
how Fakude- 
Nkuna grew up in 
poverty and had to 
share a room with 
rats and walked 
barefoot about 
15km to school 
daily. After school 
she had to sell fruit 
and vegetables 
to help her 
unemployed mother 
and epileptic father, 
Mbuli said.

The book is 
available 
at selected 

book stores 
throughout 
the country.

Mpumalanga businesswoman and icon, Dr Nora 

employees, and claimed UIF benefi ts on 
their behalf, resulting in the department 
losing R63 033,” said Mpumalanga 
Hawks spokesperson, Deneo Sekgotodi. 

“The Hawks’ Serious Commercial 
Crime Investigation unit investigated 
the matter and arrested Skosana. This 
followed statements from people who 
were falsely registered to receive UIF 
benefi ts and subsequently turned to state 
witnesses,” she said.  

Following a series of court appearances, 
Skosana was also declared unfi t to own 
a fi rearm in terms of the fi rearms control 
Act.

The provincial head of the Hawks, 
Major General Zodwa Mokoena, 
applauded the investigating and the 
prosecuting teams for the conviction.

MEC Mandla Msibi’s department is 
reluctant to comment about the councillor 
who is expected to appear in court for 
allegedly selling RDP houses.
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GOD’S special revelation of Himself in 
His Word is an incredible picture of His 
grace. We would not have known God if 
He did not reveal Himself through His 
Word. 

David uses several words to refer to 
God’s Word which include law, testimony, 
precepts, commandment, fear and rules. 

With each reference to God’s Word, 
David lists an accompanying characteristic 
which is perfect, sure, right, pure, clean, 
enduring, true and righteous. Finally, 
David lists the eff ects of God’s Word 
when he says it revives, makes wise, 
rejoices and enlightens.

It is important to remember that God’s 
Word is His revelation of Himself to us. 
As such, we do not worship the Bible, 

Salvation is not based on certain churches, 
it is the plan of God Evangelist Vally Shakoane (Marite 

Assembly of God)Pastor Fanie Ngwenya (Mountain View Assembly)

God always speaks through His Word
but rather the One who gave and inspired 
it. The reason the Bible is perfect, sure, 
right, pure, clean, enduring and righteous 
is because God is all that and more. 
His revelation reveals, refl ects and is 
consistent with His character and nature. 

The reason we can become revived, 
wise, joyful and enlightened by God’s 
Word is that it points us to the One who 
can accomplish those things in us. God 
does not give us life, wisdom and joy as 
gifts outside of Himself, instead He gives 
us Himself and thenwe fi nd all those 
things in Him. The Word of God points us 
to the God of the Word, who completely 
satisfi es our souls with Himself.

The Word of God should never be 
considered apart from the God of the 
Word. God did not reveal Himself in His 
Word so that we might treat the book as 
our greatest treasure. Instead, He gave 
us His Word so we might know how to 
regard and worship Him as our greatest 
treasure in Spirit and truth. 

The reason God’s Word is more 
desirable than gold and sweeter than 
honey is that leads us to Himself, the One 
who is pre-eminently desirable and who 
alone is worthy of our adoration. 

Growing love for the Word of God 
should naturally lead us toward a growing 
love for the God of the Word. 

God Bless you. 

JESUS fi rst came to earth as God, in 
the body of a Jewish man, to save all 
mankind.

“The Word became fl esh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.” - John 1:14 – NIV.

Therefore, salvation fi rst came to the 
Jews and then to the Gentiles (Romans 
1:16). Jesus also said it in the Gospel of 
Matthew 20:16 that the fi rst will be the 
last and the last will be the fi rst.

In concern with the salvation of men, 
the focus of God has sice shifted to the 
Gentiles before the event of Jesus’ second 
coming. The message preached currently 
is to restore men to God since Adam’s fall 
into sin. 

We are all from one bloodline (Acts 
17:26) and through one man (Adam) “... 
all have sinned and are made destitute of 
the glory of God” (Romans 3:23 JUB) and 
through one man (Jesus Christ) salvation 
is brought to all men (Acts 4:12).

“For the times of this ignorance God 
overlooked, but He now commands all 
men everywhere to repent” (Acts 17:30 
JUB). Jesus is the only Way, the Truth and 
the Life (John 14:6).

He was crucifi ed and died on the cross 
for our sins, He is the perfect Lamb, 
sacrifi ced for our sins (John 1:29).

This world without Jesus is doomed. For 
this reason God destined us to eternal life 
through salvation that we may not perish. 
He has prepared a special place for us for 
rest; He shall wipe away all tears from our 
eyes; and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be any more sorrow nor crying 
nor pain; for the former things will be 
done away with (Rev 21:4).

This is an invitation to respond to God’s 
call for salvation and we will live forever 
with with Him (Rev 21:3). May the Lord 
richly bless you and meet your heart’s  
desires at an appointed time of need.

Pastor Fanie Ngwenya. Evangelist Vally Shakoane.
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SCHOOLS & COMMUNITY NEWS

Sta�  Reporter

SIGNIFICANT progress has been made 
in the upgrade and rehabilitation project 
between Kaapmuiden and the Kaalrug 
Intersection in Nkomazi, Mpumalanga. 

The project got off  the ground in 
August this year and 5% has already been 
completed, according to Trans African 
Concessions (TRAC) communications 
manager, Solange Soares-Nicholson.

The project is handled by Tau Pele 
Construction and will see this 15,5km 
stretch of the carriageway upgraded 
to four lanes and will also include the 
rehabilitation of the current road. 

The installation of high mast streetlights 
at the Kruger Malelane Gate/Jeppes 
Reef Interchange and a footpath between 
Stentor and Kaapmuiden Primary School 
are only some of the specifi c safety issues 
raised by the Nkomazi Local Municipality 
that will be addressed in the project. 

The project is valued at approximately 
R340 million and is expected to take 
24 months to complete. Road users are 
advised that traffi  c fl ow will be aff ected 
throughout the roadworks as lane 
reductions and/or deviations will be in 
eff ect.  

“TRAC would like to thank the public 
for their patience and understanding at 
construction zones and we assure you of 
our continued commitment to maintaining 
the N4 Toll Route on par with world 
standards,” Soares-Nicholson said.

N4 upgrade in 
Nkomazi is on ‘TRAC’

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THANDOLWETHU Mabuza (14) was 
crowned Miss Hlulani Primary School in 
Marite last week. 

Parents and learners came out in 

numbers to witness the crowning of this 
year’s beauty pageant.

Event organiser, Rachael Moloto, said 
she started the pageant two years ago, 
with the aim to teach and nurture future 
models. 

“It has a great eff ect on the children 

Thandolw ethu wins Miss Hlulani 
Primary School beauty pageant

and parents because they always show a 
positive response to the competition. To 
be a model it means you need to have a 
heart to care, a hand for help and a beauty 
to inspire,” Moloto said.

She also said she wanted to groom 
young girls from rural areas to have a 
good moral and to enable them to face the 
world.

Esther Matsabe Foundation (EMF) 
founder, Locrecia Mkhabela, who played 
a vital role in the success of the event, told 
NEWSHORN that many children living 
in rural areas like Marite got what it takes 
to become models. “They only lack a role 
model who will inspire, motivate and train 
them to be what they want to be,” she 
said.  

“As an EMF we are here to help those 
girls, to guide them to the right path of 
their dreams because now anything is 
possible, even in the rural areas as long as 
you know which doors to knock on. So we 
will be working with primary schools and 
make sure that we assist young girls to 
reach their goals,” she said.

The newly crowned queen said winning 
the competition had encouraged her to 
take modelling as a career very serious. 

“I never thought I will win the 
competition because I was competing with 
fellow learners who I thought were better 
than me. That is why I am considering to 
follow the model route as a career,” 
she said.

From left, � rst princes Nicole Mngwenya, Miss Hlulani Primary School, Thandolwethu 
Mabuza (seated), Nomzamo Ngonyama and Rachel Moloto (at the back).
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks 
Agency (MTPA) has offi  cially launched its 
annual festive season campaign last week, 
that will run until January 17 next year.

“The campaign is aimed at both trade 
and tourism consumers who travel to visit 
friends and relatives, for leisure and other 
purposes. The campaign further aims to 
get rid of the perception that travelling 
is expensive and only for the elite,” 
explained Xolani Mthethwa, the Executive 
Manager of Tourism at the MTPA.

This year’s festive season theme is 
“Mpumalanga, beyond wildlife”, which 
talks to the many diverse tourism off erings 
that visitors can enjoy in the province 
besides the wildlife experience. 

Some of those off erings include, but 
not limited to, the Geotrail at Makhonjwa 
Mountains, the 4x4 route at Songimvelo 
Malolotja Transfrontier Conservation 
Area, the Samora Machel monument, 
the liberation heritage route at the Gert 
Sibande District and the wild horses at 
Kaapsehoop.

“During this period we will be profi ling 
small towns in the province as part of 
the “Know Your Small Town” campaign. 
This will allow us to create awareness on 

the unique tourism and heritage off erings 
available for tourists to explore in those 
small towns”, Mthethwa said.

The campaign kicks off  with local media 
houses hosted on an exploratory tour of 
the town of Kaapsehoop to experience 
some of the aff ordable activities available 
in the province. 

Other events during the festive season 
include the Mpumalanga cultural 
experience on 30 November, Nabalabantfu 
Picnic Festival in Nkomazi on 15 
December and the Mbombela New Year’s 
Eve on 31 December. 

“As we welcome tourists to our 
province during the festive period, we 
would like to urge our communities to 
stop seeing tourists as soft targets that can 
be robbed of their belongings. 

We condemn acts of violence and 
crime against tourists. We appeal to our 
communities to report any crimes against 
tourists to their local law enforcement 
agencies. 

Tourists contribute positively to the 
provincial economy and create jobs in the 
hospitality sector. Let us work together 
and protect them,” concluded Mthethwa.

To explore the aff ordable festive season 
packages, visit www.mpumalanga.
com and follow the MTPA social media 
platforms. 

Members of the media who attended the tour during the launch at the Kaapsehoop.

Culture, Sport and Recreation MEC, Lindiwe Ntshalintshali, tries her hand in playing the marimba at the launch function.

Masoka Dube

CULTURE, Sport and Recreation MEC, 
Lindiwe Ntshalintshali, has called on the 
people of Mpumalanga to support the 
annual Mpumalanga Cultural Xperience 
festival starting on November 22 at the 
Emnotweni Arena.

“This festival continues to be popular 
for its high impact performances for social 
cohesion,” Ntshalintshali said during the 
offi  cial launch of the fourth edition of the 
Xperience, which was held at Emnotweni 
Sun on October 31.

“South Africans need to support this 
initiative for its intended purpose of 
promoting social cohesion and nation 

building through culture and giving young 
and upcoming artists an opportunity to 
showcase their talent,” she added.

This year’s festival will start with 
a Comedy Xperience at Emnotweni 
Arena featuring Donovan Goliath, 
Thenjiwe, Mduduzi Ntuli, Mathewu Boza, 
Stopnonsons, Tsietsi Matlakala, Ngcozi 
Yebo and Salesman. 

It will be followed by a Street Carnival 
Xperience at the Promenade Centre and 
Kasi Xperience at Ebukhosini Resort 
in Nkomazi on November 29, featuring 
Madumane, AKA, Cassper Nyovest, 
Trevor Dee, Uncle Mdu, DJ Zoe and 
Sergio.

On November 30 the festival will 
off er a triple bill of excitement and 
entertainment. It starts with Traditional 
Xperience at Esigodlweni in Kahhoyi 
(Nkomazi), followed by Bubbly Lifestyle 
Xperience at the Botanical Gardens 
in Nelspruit and the day will end with 
Music Xperience at Mbombela Stadium 
featuring Kwesta, Dr Malinga, TP Zet 
and Chosen, Lil da Kid and Mlindo, The 
Vocalist. 

The festival will usher in the festive 
season with Soul Session and Bubbly 
Lifestyle Xperience on December 1 at the 
Botanical Gardens featuring Afrotraction, 
Samthing Soweto, Micasa, Musa, Karabo, 
Stimela, Wilson B Nkosi, Sweetmike and 
Princess Indlovukazi. 

This year’s Cultural Xperience 
will conclude with the Gospel Music 
Awards on December 8 at Communio 
Church featuring Vashawn Mitchell, 
Lebo Sekgobela, Sicelo Moyo, Godfrey 
Mondlane and Sbu Noah.

“We need to acknowledge cultural 
diversity and cultural heritage and 
promote unity by affi  rming, conversing 
and celebrating people’s way of life 
while establishing culture as an economic 
investment,” Ntshalintshali said.

Mpu Cultural Xperience festival starts this month

Tourism festive season campaign launched
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Community members who attended the Mpumalanga Informal Welders Recruitment 
Programme write their names in the attendance register before they leave.

Some of the welders and potential welders at the launch of the Mpumalanga Informal 
Welders Recruitment Programme in Middelburg.
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Masoka Dube

THE Mpumalanga Stainless Initiative 
(MSI) and the Small Enterprise 
Development Agency (SEDA) have 
off ered assistance to people who are 
interested in starting or growing a business 
in welding. 

They have launched the Mpumalanga 
Informal Welders Recruitment Programme 
in Middelburg last week.

The aim of the programme is to assist 
rural and township-based informal welders 
to access the market and grow their 
businesses in order to create employment.  

“We are happy that we fi nally launched 

this much anticipated programme. 
President Cyril Ramaphosa stated the 
importance and the central role incubators 
must play in assisting the country to deal 
with our ever-growing unemployment 
rate. As a direct response to the President’s 
MSI, we decided to come up with 
this initiative,” said MSI CEO, Victor 
Mashego.

“Our strategy includes to also create 
a welders and fabricators portal in 
Mpumalanga as well as a cellphone easy-
to-use APP, which will assist our recruited 
small medium enterprises to access 
international and domestic markets,” 
Mashego said. 

He added that most of the informal 

Welders spark enthusiasm at recruitment programme
welders’ clients are based within the areas 
they operate in, yet their exposure within 
the same areas is limited. 

He said MSI and its partners would 
build the fi rst Mpumalanga Trade Market 
for steel, mild steel, stainless steel and 
aluminium products.

The fourth industrial tools would be 
used to unlock the potential the sector had 
to change the status quo of unemployment 
in the province and the country as well, 
Mashego said. 

The successful candidates will undergo 
training, which will enable them to start 
their businesses and those who already 
started will be taught how to grow and 
sustain their businesses.

“Institutions that wish to partner with 
us in this empowerment programme 
are welcome to interact with us. Their 
fi nancial and non-fi nancial support will be 
highly appreciated,” Mashego said.

“We already partnered with Small 
Enterprise Development Agency, 
MERSETA, Forek Institute of Technology, 
the Department of Trade and Industry, 
National Youth Development Agency and 
the National Empowerment Fund. Two 
of our other major stakeholders in this 
project are Columbus Stainless and the 
Department of Economic Development 
and Tourism,” Mashego concluded.

Interested people can call 013 246 1528 
or visit mpstainless.co.za
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Dex Sibiya

THE 2018 Alfred Dunhill 
champion, David Lipsky, will 
defend his title at the Leopard 
Creek Country Club outside 

Malalane from 28 November to 1 
December.

Lipsky, making his debut last year, 
ended a 50-month title drought by 

winning in South Africa. 
He was the fi rst non-South African 

Dunhill champion since Spaniard Pablo 
Martin in 2010, and achieved his only 
previous EPGA victory at the 2014 
European Masters in Switzerland.

The 30-year-old from Los 
Angeles closed with a four-
under-par 68 at Leopard 
Creek for a total of 274 and 
a two-shot victory over Scot 
David Drysdale, who carded 
a 67.

This year the American 
will contest Nkomazi’s 
hot weather as well as 156 
professional golfers from 
all over the world.

Prize money of R23 
million will be at stake in 
the championship, which 
is part of the Sunshine Tour under the 
auspices of the European Tour.

The 72-hole stroke play championship 
includes a three-ball on the fi rst two days 
and a two-ball contest on the last two days 

after the cut.
For the past 19 years, the Alfred Dunhill 

Championship had been one of the top 
events in golf. Winners over the years 
included Adam Scott, Justin Rose and 
South African players, Charl Schwartzel 
and Ernie Els.

Schwartzel holds the record for the most 
Alfred Dunhill Championship titles under 
his belt, lifting the winner’s trophy four 
times. 

Fellow South African, Branden Grace, 
remained the only player to 
have won both the Alfred 
Dunhill Championship 
in South Africa and its 
partner tournament, the 
Alfred Dunhill Links 
Championship in Scotland.

This year the Alfred 
Dunhill Championship is 
also committed to keep its 
green footprint. 

Single-use plastic would 
be kept at a minimum 
during the Mpumalanga 
arm of the tournament.

A new partnership with 
Bluewater, Refi ll Co and Consol 
would also encourage fans 
and golfers to purchase Alfred 
Dunhill Championship-branded 

glass bottles or bring their own reusable 
ones. 

These can be refi lled free of charge at 
various points on the golf course. This is a 
fi rst for the partnership.

THE 2018 Alfred Dunhill 
champion, David Lipsky, will 
defend his title at the Leopard 
Creek Country Club outside 

Malalane from 28 November to 1 
December.

Lipsky, making his debut last year, 
ended a 50-month title drought by 

winning in South Africa. 
He was the fi rst non-South African 

Dunhill champion since Spaniard Pablo 
Martin in 2010, and achieved his only 
previous EPGA victory at the 2014 
European Masters in Switzerland.

The 30-year-old from Los 
Angeles closed with a four-
under-par 68 at Leopard 
Creek for a total of 274 and 
a two-shot victory over Scot 
David Drysdale, who carded 
a 67.

This year the American 
will contest Nkomazi’s 
hot weather as well as 156 
professional golfers from 
all over the world.

Prize money of R23 
million will be at stake in 
the championship, which 
is part of the Sunshine Tour under the 
auspices of the European Tour.

The 72-hole stroke play championship 
includes a three-ball on the fi rst two days 
and a two-ball contest on the last two days 

The 2018 Alfred Dunhill champion, David Lipsky from the US, tees o�  during last year’s 
tournament.
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                      Lipsky back to defend Alfred
                               Dunhill title in Nkomazi


