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TOP SCHOOL IN MALELANE CIRCUIT

A SUCCESSFUL, informative and open 
discussion regarding the proposed mine in 
Nkomazi had recently been held.

The main shareholders in Manzolwandle 
Mining met with local business people 
in the area. The newly appointed mining 
experts for the mining group admitted that 
the previous assessment reports did not 
meet the necessary criteria. 

They also told the mining group that it 
might not even be a feasible proposition 

to establish such a venture in the specifi c 
area. 

Elliot Ngwenya holds 51% of shares 
in Manzolwandle Mining with the rest in 
possession of Philip Mkhatshwa. These 
men said the open-cast mine could be 
downscaled from almost 18 000 hectare to 
10 000ha.

It was however made clear by the local 
lobbying group that no matter the size of 
the mine, “a huge fi ght would still ensue.” 

Local intervention against 
proposed mine termed “successful”

Veld Fires in Mpumalanga 
showed an increase during 
the heatwave and drier than 
usual season. Read Working 
on Fire’s article on page 6.

Wof battles the heat wave

The hot province got even hotter

The Kruger National Park’s buff er zone 
covers the area in which they wanted to 
establish the mine. 

Farmers in the agricultural area would 
suff er a loss of income and it would 
endanger food security and jobs.

The mining delegation said it would 
re-assess the situation and inform the local 
lobbying group of their decision to either 
withdraw the application or amend their 
application.

It was agreed that a High Court case 
would be brought against the Department 
of Mineral Resources (DMR), to not 
only oppose the mine, but to get the 
Department to rethink its criteria before 
issuing permits in ecologically sensitive 
areas. 

With the assistance of local Democratic 
Alliance (DA) councillor, Mariette Preddy, 
a Human Rights Court representative had 
also now stepped into the fray.
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A new creature and a seed A desire accomplished
Pastor Buyisiwe Ngwenya- Apostolic Gospel Church 

International – (Dwaleni Shabalala.) Pastor Rulph Mpangane - AGC Marite

WHEN we accept Christ as 
our Lord and Saviour, we are 
saying yes to the new life and 
yes to His will and ways (yes 
to his culture). What is the will 
of God? It is to do what is good 
and acceptable and perfect- 
Romans 12:1-2.

All sins are forgiven, all 
things become new. We have 
to remain new as we have 
received the seed that is Christ, 
the seed that had found a fertile 
place in our lives. We must 
bear the fruit of the Spirit - 
Galatians 5:22. Every Christian 
should bear these fruits with 
the help of Jesus Christ - John 
15:5.

We become sons and 
daughters of God. We 
become the refl ection of Gods 
character. In Genesis 1:26 God 
said “Let us make man in our 

PROVERBS 13v12, when 
a desire comes (true), it is a 
tree of life. This message is 
about teaching us how to how 
to create our happiness. This 
scripture reveals that a DESIRE 
is a key to achieve happiness 
and excitement. Everyone is 
searching for happiness. As 
individuals, families, a church 
or school, etc. There are goals 
for each of these (and your) 
spheres of life. My aim with 
this message is to assist people 
in turning their lives around by 
embracing the DESIRE (Goal.)

Desires are goals. A goal is 
defi ned as a task one DESIRES 
to accomplish. Without goals 
one cannot claim to be on the 
way to any success. Even an 
institution would remain dead 
if it lived without goals. Goal 
setting is a crucial activity 

image, after our likeness.” 
Although through Adam, Satan 
stole what was meant for us, 
Christ redeemed us in order 
that we should become what 
He wanted us to be -  in His 
“likeness”. 

In Matthew 5:14-16, the 
Bible calls us  the light of the 
world and said our light should 
shine before men, that they 
may see our good works, and 
glorify our Father which is in 
heaven. If anyone obeys his 
word, his love for God is truly 
made complete-1 John 2:5.

So brothers and sisters let 
us walk the walk of faith. Be 
the light of the world and the 
refl ection of God’s character. 
Gal 5:24-25 makes it clear that 
those who belong to Christ 
Jesus had crucifi ed the fl esh 
with its passion and desires.

you cannot run away from. 
What next do you/we want to 
achieve? This language should 
be in our mouths every day.

Goals make us plan, 
emphasise performance 
and produce enthusiastic 
individuals and institutions. 
Scripture says, a desire 
accomplished is a tree of life. 
The absence of goals showers 
in unhappiness, sorrow, misery 
and depression. The same 
scripture points out that when 
hope is crushed the heart 
becomes sick. Have a desire 
to be your best, to excel, to 
be better, to achieve, to be 
diff erent and to be great.

God bless you.

Call Pastor Ruhl  on 
079-642-7261 should you need 
any assistance.

GET IN TOUCH
to address your advertising needs?

So you want me to

Phone Amanda on 074-950-2616 or Raylee on 
072-796-2936
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Tourism Co-operation Agreement Signed

VARIOUS top role players in the 
province had signed an agreement to co-
operate to the benefi t of Mpumalanga.

Pat Ngomane, MEC of the provincial 
Department of Economic Development 
and Tourism signed on behalf of the 
government. 

Representatives from the Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA) and 
three regional tourism organisations also 
came on board. 

On behalf of the Kruger Lowveld 
Business Chamber and Tourism (KLCBT), 
Oupa Pilane as president and chairman, 
also signed up. 

This strategy had been agreed upon 
at the Tourism Stakeholders Indaba at 

The latest data released by Statistics 
SA (StatsSA) confi rmed Pilane’s 
statement. There is a continued 
downward trend for the entire tourism 
industry in South Africa.  Figures 
released this month, refl ected the fi rst 
eight (8) months of 2019. It showed that 
fewer international tourists are visiting 
South Africa. This included African 
countries. 

Countries specifi cally targeted by 
TourismSA had shown a dramatic 
decrease in overseas tourists. Visitors 
from China decreased by more than 
10%. (Same as the previous year.) 
German visitors showed a drop of 6.5%.  
Tourists from African countries also 
declined by a cumulative 1.4%. China 
and Germany were historically the 
countries with the most visitors to South 
Africa.

The Southern and East African 

the end of August. (Also read the article 
on Pilane’s plans to introduce events to 
market the province.)

The agreement stipulated the manner 
in which the public and private sector 
would work together to grow tourism in 
Mpumalanga. 

Part of its mandate would be to deal 
with pertinent issues such as visitor 
safety, transformation and infrastructure. 
Various sub-committees would now be 
established. 

These would include members from the 
tourism industry and government to guide 
and assist the proposed projects. 

At a think tank planned for November, 
the process would be driven forward. 
Implementation of resolutions taken at the 
August Indaba would also be initiated.

“We are very pleased to have been 

Tourism Update showed that 
Mpumalanga however, was still a 
choice destination. During the height 
of 2018’s the Christmas, isitors to the 
province showed a 3% increase. Also, 
various tourism stake holders pointed to 
a marginal growth in geographic spread. 
More people were visiting various parts 
of the province, including the typically 
less visited towns and attractions in the 
province. 

Some of the regular popular attractions 
during this period included, as always, 
the Kruger National Park, Sudwala 
Caves, the Barberton Makhonjwa 
Mountains World Heritage Site and the 
Blyde River Canyon Nature Reserve. 
The KNP reported that most of the 
tourists to the Park were day visitors 
(81%.)

The MTPA said in a statement that 
the holiday season last year started 
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Rest In Peace 
Fasie Kritzinger

SOME people make an impression 
wherever they go. They leave a 
lasting legacy. 

Such as Fasie Kritzinger, former 
head of Transvaal Suikerboere (TSB) 
which is now part of RCL.

His expertise even benefi tted 
the old SA Railways by designing 
an improved way of off -loading 
sugarcane at the time. “Oom” Fasie 
died in Strand where he retired. He 
was  95.

Masoka Dube

THE extensive upgrade between 
Belfast and Machadodorp is already 
17% complete and running according to 
schedule. 

The R400-million N4 Toll Road project 
started earlier this year. When fi nished 
it would see 30km rehabilitated and 
upgraded to a four-lane carriageway. 
Roadworks are expected to take 36 
months to completion. To date, no delays 
had been experienced. 

TRAC N4’s latest initiative would 
not only benefi t road users, but the 
local community as well. In line with a 
Memorandum Of Undertaking (MoU) 
signed between eMakhazeni Local 

Municipality, TRAC, SANRAL and the 
contractor, 21 local small, medium and 

Upgraded Belfast-Machado roadworks on track
micro-enterprises would also reap the 
reward. In the process, almost 300 new 
jobs had been created.

Scheduled blasting is undertaken weekly 
or biweekly. Notifi cations for these blasts 
are placed along the route and blasting 
times can be accessed on TRAC’s social 
media pages. 

Several traffi  c accommodations had 
been implemented and would remain 
in place throughout the construction 
period. These include speed reductions, 
contrafl ows and occasional Stop/Go’s.

Road users are advised to visit www.
tracn4.co.za, for regular updates to assist 
them in planning their trips accordingly. 

MAJOR ROLE PLAYERS ON BOARD TO BENEFIT MPUMALANGA

involved in these interactions between 
government and private sector. The 
resultant improved communications will 
assist hugely in pulling together all the 
strands of the tourism sector. 

It would enable Mpumalanga to hone 
its provincial marketing strategy and 
ensure a prompt and eff ective response 
to challenges facing the industry in the 
region and countrywide. 

Tourism development and job creation 
are fi rst and foremost as aims of our 
organisation. 

This co-operation will go a long way in 
facilitating progress in these areas,” said 
Oupa Pilane, president of Kruger Lowveld 
Chamber of Business and Tourism 
(KLCBT) and Mpumalanga’s chairman 
of the South African Tourism Services 
Association (SATSA).

off  slowly. However, as Pilane said, 
signature events in various parts of the 
province boosted visitor numbers. 

Despite problems such as industrial 
action and protests, visitors still braved 
the Wild Frontier to enjoy the many 
off erings of Mpumalanga. 

Feedback from various tourism 
stakeholders pointed to marginal growth 
in geographic spread. More visited 
diff erent parts of the province, including 
the typically less visited towns and 
attractions in the province. 

The Tourism industry accounts for 
9.2% of all employed South Africans 
(SA). According to the latest Tourism 
Satellite Account, SA earned R277 
billion for the 2018/2019 year from 
tourism. Domestic visitors spent R156 
billion (or 56%). International visitors 
contributed the remaining R121 billion 
(or 44%).

Photo: Sourced
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

SOUTH African (SA) Tourism Minister, 
Mmamoloko Kubayi-Ngubane, had signed 
a strategic co-operation agreement with 
Tencent, the company owning the popular 
online platform, WeChat.

The agreement is expected to assist 
South Africa to gain direct access to 
millions of potential Chinese travellers 
to market the country as a destination of 
choice. According to the latest Statistics 
SA, Chinese visitors to the country had 
dropped alarmingly.

“South Africa is open for business and 
off ers diverse and world-class attractions. 
China is South Africa’s largest trading 
partner and we are leveraging on these 
trade relations to strengthen the people-
to-people exchange between the two 
countries” said the minister.  “I am pleased 
that, with Tencent, SA Tourism in China 
is laying a solid foundation for growth 
in visitor arrivals from China to South 
Africa.”

The partnership will span over two 
years. It aims to position South Africa as 
a preferred tourism destination in China 
through digital marketing campaigns on 
WeChat and other social media platforms.

“This strategic co-operation agreement 
is one of many initiatives developed to 
increase arrivals from China to South 
Africa. Tencent, via WeChat, would assist 
us to access multiple segments of the 
Chinese travel market. It would enrich 
the Chinese travellers’ experience when 
they travel to South Africa,” said Kubayi-
Ngubane.

KLCBT, SAPD and tourism 
volunteers to assist tourists 

THE Kruger Lowveld Business 
Chamber and Tourism (KLCBT) recently 
initiated its plan to regularly visit 
police stations (SAPS) in the province. 
Well-known femicide activist, trauma 
councillor, mentor and Mpumalanga 
Tourism Parks Agency’s senior staff  
member, Lindiwe Mthombeni joined 
Linda Grimbeek, Chief Operating Offi  cer 
of KLCBT, on these trips.

Tourism volunteers in every town 
were introduced to the respective station 
commanders. This is but one part of the 
KLCBT’s overall plan to assist tourists 
in distress. These trained volunteers 
would provide the most urgent and basic 
assistance. This initiative would include 
continued rapport with and annual visits 
to provincial SAPD stations. It could 
benefi t  SAPS as KLCBT undertook to, 
as far as possible, ensure that these men 
and women in blue had the necessary 
equipment to do their jobs. Money for this 
would be raised from donations and other 
funding options.

Victim rooms were inspected and 
protocol in dealing with a visitor in 
distress was shared with SAPD staff . 
Special posters in the stations would assist 
tourists to contact family, their embassy or 
friends. Travel documents, if stolen, would 
be replaced and an interpreter would be 
supplied if necessary. Accommodation and 
meals would be arranged. When visitors 
should be robbed of or lost personal 
eff ects, clothes and toiletries will be 
replaced. Most important, the tourism 
volunteers would supply a sympathetic 
ear. The aim is to be the friend or family 
member in South Africa.

KLCBT would liaise with SAPS 
regarding progress of cases and ensure 
it is escalated to provincial level (in case 
of a tourist being a victim.) Ongoing 
communication with the tourists would 
be top of the agenda. A regular workshop 
and training session with these volunteers 
would be embarked on to ensure an 

updated fi le of contact numbers. In 
addition, several WhatsApp groups were 
maintained by Tom Vorster, to warn tour 
operators if roads are blocked by protests 
or accidents. He would provide visitors 
with alternative routes to not miss out on 
any item on their itinerary.  The South 
Africa Tourism Association (SATSA) 
members would plan these alternative 
routes. KLCBT had also engaged with the 
Minister of Justice to approve alternatives 
options to tourists having to return to 
the country to testify in a court case. 
Grimbeek said this would be the biggest 
factor in preventing attacks. Perpetrators 
get off  free if witnesses could or would not 
return to the country.  According to her, all 
involved parties were awaiting a date for 
the fi rst appointment. 

Stations recently visited are situated 
on the Panorama Route, in White River, 
Nelspruit and Barberton.  

SA signs tourism 
agreement 
with China
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Tourism Minister Mmamoloko Kubayi-
Ngubane.

THE fi rst Mpumalanga Bubbly & 
Lifestyle Experience would be staged at 
the Lowveld National Botanical Garden 
in Mbombela (Nelspruit). Two days of 
champagne (November 30 to December 1) 
would provide an opportunity to dress up 
and clink a glass with those considering 
themselves the royalty of the Lowveld.

A garden arts and craft gallery will be 
part of the event. Works from 

upcoming artists would be on display 
and for sale. According to Oupa Pilane, 
it would be a world-class event to 
become part of the Mpumalanga Cultural 
Experience Festival. This annual event 
is hosted by the Department Of Culture, 
Sports and Recreation. “The province 
has seen a drop in the number of tourists. 
Events serve as a catalyst to attract 
people to visit Mpumalanga, in particular 
Mbombela,” said Pilane, owner of 
Bakgatla Tourism Advisories and host of 
the event. Pilane is also the President of 
Kruger Lowveld Chamber of Business 
and Tourism (KLCBT) and Mpumalanga 
Chairman of South African Tourism 
Services Association (SATSA). Guests 
will be spoilt for choice with 24 wine 
and champagne brands, music, art and 
an opportunity to strut their fi ne feathers. 
Craft beer will also be on the agenda.

Tickets available from Computicket at 
R250 for a general entrance option, R400 
for a VIP and R1500 VVIP access. For 
enquiries contact: Oupa Pilane  on 
082-371-8413.
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MPUMALANGA had 53 reported 
veld fi res last month. This is an increase 
compared to 45 incidents in August. 

Working on Fire (Wof), provincial 
spokesperson, Amanda Mthembu, said 
the Wof teams were kept busy as the 
fi re season drew to a close. Wof teams 
across the province had assisted their 
Fire Protection Associations (FPA’s) in 
combating various veld and forest fi res. A 
total of 24 teams had been battling blazes 
during September.

 “Our busiest time was the month 
of July, where the teams assisted in 
suppressing 129 fi res, due to the fi re 
season reaching its peak,” said Mthembu. 
The aerial resources had also logged 
higher than usual fl ight hours. 

Due to unpredictable weather patterns 
and the fi re season drawing to a close, she 
said this was the most dangerous time of 
the season. WoF expected more teams to 
be dispatched to assist in fi re suppression.

 “We assisted in suppressing 11 fi res 
so far this month. Runaway veld fi res 
were a big problem,” Mthembu said. She 
appealed to the community to be extra 
wary of starting fi res during this dry and 
windy season.

Province records 
increased veld fi res

O�  cials from the various organisations who signed a MoU to bene� t Mpumalanga. 

Cllr Slyvia Nxumalo 
Executive Mayor

MoU between water supplier 
and University of Mpu signed

THE Department of Water and 
Sanitation (DWS), Inkomati-Usuthu 
Catchment Management Agency 
(IUCMA) and the University of 
Mpumalanga (UMP) had signed an 
agreement to work together. The MoU 
would see them working together in 
dealing with water related issues for the 
benefi t of the province.

According to the alliance partners, 
the agreement would play a vital role 

in the sustainable management of water 
resources in the catchment area. The City 
of Mbombela sourced its water from 
IUCMA.

The MoU stipulated that there would be 
a development of undergraduate learning 
modules on water management. It would 
also include modules on eco-system 
dynamics and the sustainable use and 
protection of such natural systems. 

“We still have massive work ahead 
of us. As much as reliable provision of 
water services depends on several critical 
factors, one of them is a competent and 
capable skilled technical workforce,” said 
DWS Deputy-General, Anil Singh.

“The agreement emanates from the 
needs and opportunities identifi ed by 
the three parties to facilitate a process of 
securing UMP accreditation as a skills 
development provider. This would be 
for that of a water resources practitioner, 
water use specialist and water regulation 
among other related issues,” he said.

UMP Vice-Chancellor, Professor 
Thoko Mayekiso, had welcomed the 
collaboration and partnership. “We 
are looking forward to a long- term 
productive partnership. As management 
of the University we will ensure that 
the objectives of this partnership are 
achieved,” said Mayekiso.

The Chairperson of the IUCMA Board, 
Patience Nyakane–Maluka also expressed 
her excitement that the signing of the 
MOU is fi nally taking place.

“Today, we are witnessing the signing 
of this important MOU by three giant 
institutions for the development of the 
water sector. We are all passionate about 
water resources. We are all aware of 
climate change and we must go to the 
elderly and dig into their indigenous 
knowledge to help us adapt. This 
collaboration and partnership must 
research and see what will work for us. 
As the IUCMA, we fully commit to this 
cooperation, “she said. 

Masoka Dube
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MEC urged communities 
to plant food

AT the start of the offi  cial planting 
season in Mpumalanga, Agri MEC, Vusi 
Shongwe urged communities to plant 
food. He said any available piece of land 
should be planted to fi ght against hunger 
and poverty.   The eMbuleni Traditional 
Council had already supplied more than 
a thousand hectare towards this end. 
Shongwe said it would “benefi t hundreds 
of people”.

Farmers are fi ghting against drought 
with very low rainfall this season. 

Shongwe told emerging farmers and 
households to use drought-tolerant 
seeds  and fertiliser. He also stressed that 
applying the latest farming methods would 
ensure the production of food.

Chief Albert Luthuli and Gert Sibande 
District Municipalities’ executive mayors 
were among thousands of people who 
attended the event. Exhibition stalls and 
discussion around agriculture technology 
were very popular during the event.

The entourage visited households to 
encourage them to plant fruit trees and 
establish foods gardens. Many received 
food garden starter packs and fruit trees.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

MEC Vusi Shongwe (on the right) showing emerging farmers how to properly plant seed.

Steynberg Matsane’s cousin, Thabang 
Matsane of Danmok feeding the chickens.

Masoka Dube

AFTER local livestock farmers 
complained, the Department of 
Agricultural, Rural Development, Land 
and Environmental Aff airs (DARDLEA) 
had urged them to register on the 
provincial government database. Most 
complaints had been received from 
chicken farmers. Their main complaints 
were that they did not know how to 
grow their businesses and access the 
mainstream market. 

Government listens to farming 
entrepreneurs

Most of the farmers who spoke to 
NewsHorn said they were forced to 
sell their products only within their 
communities.

One of the farmers, Steinberg Matsane 
from Marite, Bushbuckridge, said 
“Danmok trading is a 100% black-owned 
business operating since 2015. However, 
we encountered fi nancial problems.” He 
said this included a lack of knowledge on 
farming methods and how to access bigger 
markets. Matsane said assistance would 
enable them to provide jobs. The group 
also needed larger premises.

Matsane and his partners are currently 
providing practical training to the local 
youth. Agriculture is still a main driver 
of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and 
especially so in Mpumalanga.

DARDLEA provincial spokesperson, 
Zanele Shabangu, has advised 
Mpumalanga farmers to go to their 
nearest department’s offi  ces and register 
their requests. This would enable them to 
obtain advisory services and be put on the 
department’s database for future training. 
“The department has offi  ces in all local 
municipalities,” said Shabangu.
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MOST Lowvelders were 
probably unaware of 
the bush connection 
in the recent SA-
Japan Rugby World 

Cup (RWC) match.
Both Duane Vermeulen 

and Wimpie van der Walt 
played opposite each other 
in the match which saw 
the boys in Green and Gold 
trash the Blossoms. Both 
these young men became 
well-known in Mpumalanga 
for their exceptional skill and 
talent with boots and balls. 
They attended Hoërskool 
Nelspruit in Mbombela. 
There is no doubt that it 
was where the international 
rugby careers of these proud 
export products of the town, 
took o� . Photos: Sourced
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in the match which saw 
the boys in Green and Gold 
trash the Blossoms. Both 
these young men became 
well-known in Mpumalanga 
for their exceptional skill and 
talent with boots and balls. 
They attended Hoërskool 
Nelspruit in Mbombela. 
There is no doubt that it 
was where the international 
rugby careers of these proud 
export products of the town, 
took o� . 

MOST Lowvelders were MOST Lowvelders were 

Lowvelders showed up in 

recent WRC game


