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Masoka Dube

SHE is only 14 years old, but Bontle 
Ndlovu from Graskop is adamant that she 
could win the Miss Teen Tourism Globe 
2020 competition. 

Ndlovu, a fi nalist who is a Grade 8 
learner at Sybrand van Niekerk High 
School in Sabie, is one of the young 
models mentored by Ntombifuthi 
Gumede, who is based in Durban, 
KwaZulu-Natal.

She started her modelling career at a 
young age and already bagged numerous 
prizes including Miss Teen Graskop 
2017, Miss Mpumalanga Show 2017 
(Ambassador), Miss Teen SA Universal 
2017 (fi rst princess) and Miss Mini-Teen 
Mpumalanga SA 2018. 

“The reason I should win the Miss 
SA Tourism Globe is because of 

the passion that I have for people, 
the world and travelling in 
general. Growing up in a home 
where both parents are in the 
tourism industry has broadened 

my horizon, whereby I stayed in 
various provinces of which each has its 

unique signature, Mpumalanga being my 
favourite,” said Ndlovu. 

“This competition will give me a chance 
and opportunity to promote our 
province internationally,” said 
the young model. 

Her mother, Barbra 
Ndlovu, said she 
was happy 
that her 

daughter was one of the fi nalists and 
appealed to residents of Mpumalanga to 
support the young model. 

“Should she win this title, she will 
represent the country internationally, 
which will be a great benefi t for her and 
the province as a whole,” Barbra said.

“In the next fi ve years, I want to 
become a regular face on international 
platforms representing the province and 
the country,” the young lass said.

To vote for Bontle, go to the Miss 
Teen Tourism 
Globe 2020 
website and 
choose #2.
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Family loses all possessions as house burns down
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

A 64-year-old woman from Acornhoek 

in Bushbuckridge was left homeless after 
her house was gutted by a fi re last week.

Jennifer Chiloane lost all her 
possessions in a blaze that caused 

Jennifer Chiloane and her son, Albert 
Chiloane, inside  their house that was 
complete destroyed by a � re last week.

damages estimated at R21 000 while 
R3000 in cash she kept in the house was 
also burnt to ashes. Her son, Albert, lives 
with her. Chiloane said she was cleaning 

her yard on Wednesday morning when she 
saw smoke coming out of a window. She 
rushed inside to fi nd the house on fi re and 
realised there was nothing she could do to 
contain it.

“I don’t know what might have caused 
the fi re, because I am not using illegally 
connected electricity and the cables looked 
fi ne. The stove was also switched off  when 
the fi re started. I have lost everything and 
I do not know how I am going to recover 
my possessions,” Chiloane said.

Bushbuckridge municipality 
spokesperson, Aubrey Mnisi, said they 
were aware of her plight and already 
approved that the family would get a 
house as soon as possible. 

“As a municipality, we only intervene 
by making sure that we approve the family 
to get a new house. 

“They have to wait, but because it is an 
emergency we will wait for the human 
settlements (department) to speed up the 
process,” M nisi said. Provincial Social 
Development Department spokesperson, 
Comfort Ngobe, said: “We will send our 
social workers to visit the family to assess 
the situation and off er counselling if 
needed and also to off er any assistance the 
family need.”
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Ambulances relieve pressure 
on ailing health system

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Mpumalanga Department 
of Health has boosted its fl eet of 
ambulances with 35 new emergency 
medical services vehicles and 15 
forensic pathology vehicles.

At the same time it has launched a toll-
free hotline to improve the provision of 
health care services in the province.

Health MEC, Sasekani Manzine, said 
the 15 pick-up bakkies would be used 
for the forensic pathology services which 
off er 24 hours services in 21 health 
facilities across the province.

There are six forensic pathology 
facilities in the Nkangala District, six in 
Ehlanzeni and nine in the Gert Sibande 
district. 

She said the addition to the fl eet would 
improve the availability of vehicles to 
this very sensitive and important service. 
Each district will be allocated fi ve 
bakkies, Manzine said. 

“EMS is also a crucial component 
in the attainment of the core outcome 
of our government which is to ensure 
a long and healthy life for all South 
Africans. It should be noted that over 
84% of our people rely on our public 
healthcare facilities for their good 
health and we have a responsibility to 
ensure that our people receive quality 
healthcare,” Manzine added. 

She said the brand new ambulances 
and the pick-up bakkies would also 
improve the ability to come to the aid 
of the people in a reasonable time, 
including far-fl ung areas where the 
terrain is rough. 

“It is a sad situation where an 
ambulance is dispatched, only to break 
down along the road. We want to say to 
the people of Mpumalanga that this fl eet 
is here to assist you. We want to reduce 
the challenges raised by communities 
that they call for ambulances and they do 
not arrive at all or arrive late,” Manzine 
said.

She said her department wanted 
to reduce the challenges raised 

by communities that they call for 
ambulances and they do not arrive on 
time or not at all.

The MEC added that the ambulances 
would be distributed to all the regional 
emergency centres in the province so 
that “they can be closer to the people”. 

“We already have staff  that are trained 
to operate the vehicles, we understand 
that there is shortage of personnel but in 
due time we will employ more medics. 
For now we wanted to make sure that we 
have enough resources, “said Manzine. 
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Masoka Dube

THE South African Social Security 
Agency (SASSA) said benefi ciaries have a 
right to choose a payment option that suit 
them. 

Benefi ciaries who were unhappy about 
the option they selected initially during the 
phasing out of CPS to South African Post 

THE large-scale upgrade between 
Belfast and Machadodorp on the N4 Toll 
Route is progressing well.

So said Trans African Concessions 
(TRAC) communications manager, 
Solange Soares Nicholson, who added that 
17% of the project was already completed. 

The R400 million project commenced 
earlier this year and will see 30km of 
Section 5B rehabilitated and upgraded 
to a four-lane carriageway. Roadworks 
are expected to take 36 months to 
complete, and to date, no delays have been 

THE Department of Water and 
Sanitation (DWS), Inkomati-Usuthu 
Catchment Management Agency 
(IUCMA) and the University of 
Mpumalanga (UMP) have signed an 
agreement which will see them working 
together in dealing with water related 
issues. 

According to the alliance partners, the 
agreement, which was signed during an 
event at the University of Mpumalanga 
(UMP) last week, will play a vital 
role in the sustainable management of 
water resources in the Inkomati Usuthu 
catchment area.

It stipulates that there will be a 
development of undergraduate learning 
modules, which will focus on water 
resources management, the dynamics of 
ecosystems and their sustainable use and 
protection. 

“We still have massive work ahead of 
us, because as much as reliable provision 
of water services depends on several 
critical factors, one of them is a competent 
and capable skilled workforce, especially 
in technical fi elds,” DWS Deputy General, 
Anil Singh, said.

“The agreement emanates from the 

SASSA benefi ciaries have a right to choose payment option

Belfast-Machado roadworks still on track

 Water issues made crystal clear

Offi  ce could visit any SASSA offi  ce to 
change the payment option, it said.

Benefi ciaries who want to change 
a payment option must visit their 
nearest SASSA offi  ce and bring along 
their identity document and proof of 
residence. 

Those who want to change to banks 
of their choice should include a bank 
statement or confi rmation letter of the 

experienced according to the contractor, 
WBHO Construction. 

The initiative will not only benefi t road 
users but the local community too. In line 
with a memorandum of understanding 
(MoU) signed between the eMakhazeni 
Local Municipality, TRAC, SANRAL 
and WBHO/Motheo JV 21, various local 
small, medium and micro enterprises have 
already been appointed while 278 jobs 
have been created.

Blasting of the cutting at KM41.0 is 
progressing well with scheduled blasts 
occurring every week or bi-weekly. 
Notifi cations for blasts can be seen along 
the route - near the roadworks - and on 

needs and opportunities identifi ed by the 
three parties to facilitate the process of 
securing UMP accreditation as a skills 
development provider for water resources 
practitioner, water use specialist, water 
regulation and other related issues,” he 
said.

 UMP Vice Chancellor, Prof Thoko 
Mayekiso, has welcomed the collaboration 
and partnership. 

“We are looking forward to a long 
term productive partnership. As the 
management of the university we will 
make sure that the objectives of this 
partnership are achieved,” Mayekiso said.

The chairperson of the IUCMA board, 
Patience Nyakane-Maluka, expressed her 
excitement that the signing of the MoU 
was fi nally taking place.

“Today, we are witnessing the signing 
of this important MoU by three giant 
institutions for the development of the 
water sector. 

“We are all passionate about water 
resources. we are all aware of climate 
change and we must go down to the 
elderly and dig into the indigenous 
knowledge to help us adapt,” she said.

“This collaboration and partnership 
must research and see what will work for 
us. As the IUCMA, we fully commit to 
this co-operation, “Nyakane-Maluka said.

bank account.
Change of payment option occurs 

immediately, unless when the changes 
were submitted after the cut-off  date, 
which is the 15th day of the month. 

Then the changes of payment option 
will only be eff ected at the end of the 
following month.

For more information, contact the toll 
free number 

TRAC’s social media pages. 
Several traffi  c accommodations have 

been implemented and will remain 
in place throughout the construction 
period, including speed reductions, 
contrafl ows and occasional Stop/Go’s. 

Solange-Nicholson has urged road 
users to visit TRAC’s website at www.
tracn4.co.za, for regular updates 
to assist them to plan their trips 
accordingly. 

“We are aware that roadworks may 
at times cause traffi  c disruptions and 
therefore would like to thank the public 
for their patience and understanding at 
construction zones,” she said.   

O�  cials from the Department of Water and Sanitation, the Inkomati-Usuthu Catchment 
Management Agency and the University of Mpumalanga after signing the Memorandum 
of Understanding at the UMP Mpumalanga campus. Provincial health MEC, Sasekani Manzine 

(left), with the department’s head of 
department, Dr Savera Mohangi, holding 
posters of the toll-free hotline.
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A desire accomplished
Pastor Rulph Mpangane (AGC Marite) 

079 642 7261

Pastor Buyisiwe Ngwenya (Apostolic Gospel 
Church International - Dwaleni Shabalala)A new creature and a seed

WHEN we accept Christ as our Lord 
and Saviour, we are saying yes to the new 
life He’s giving us and we are saying yes 
to His will and ways (yes to his culture). 

What is the will of God? It is to do 
what is good and acceptable and perfect 
(Romans 12:1-2).

When we become new creatures, all our 
sins are forgiven, all things become new. It 
means we have to remain new as we have 
received the seed that is Christ, the seed 

IN Proverbs 13:12 it is written, when 
a desire comes, it is a tree of life. This 
message is about helping us to learn how 
to create our happiness. The scripture 
reveals that a desire is a key to achieve 
happiness and excitement.

All people are searching for happiness, 
individually, as a family, a church, school, 
and so on. I am aiming with this message 
to help people to start turning around their 
lives by embracing the aspect I am about 
to unpack.

Desires are goals. A goal is defi ned as 
a task that one desires to accomplish. 
Without goals one cannot claim to be on 
his or her way to success, an institution 
will remain dead if it lives without goals.

Goal setting is a crucial activity that 
you cannot run away from. There are 
individuals, families and institution goals. 

Goals make our plan, emphasise 
performance and produces enthusiastic 
individuals and institutions. The scripture 
says a desire accomplished is a tree 
of life. The absence of goals showers 
us in unhappiness, sorrow, misery and 
depression. 

The same scripture points out that when 
hope is crushed, the heart becomes sick. 

Have a desire to be the best, to excel, to 
be better, to achieve, to be diff erent and to 
be great. In Psalms 37:4, the Bible says; 
delight yourself in the Lord and He shall 
give you the desires of your heart.

Desires are important; do not allow 
anything to kill them. It can be fear of 
failure, witchcraft, criticism, opposition 
and lack of 
determination.

Accomplishers 
and researchers 
agree that visions 
emanate from 
desires, also 
fulfi lment of 
purpose on earth 
can be associated 
with desires.

Remember, 
a desire 
accomplished is 
a tree of life. God 
bless you!

that has found a fertile place in our lives. 
Jesus is the vine and we become the 

branches which must bear fruits, not just 
any fruits but the fruits of the spirit as 
written in Galatians 5:22. Every Christian 
should bear these fruits by the help of 
Jesus Christ (John 15:5).

“Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he is 
a new creature, and all things are passed 
await, behold, all things becomes new.” (2 
Corinthians 5:17). 

Cllr Slyvia Nxumalo 
Executive Mayor

We become sons and daughters of 
God; we become the refl ection of God’s 
character. In Genesis 1:26 God said; 
“Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness”, though satan stole what was 
meant to be of us but Christ redeemed us 
that we may become what He wanted us to 
be in His likeness. 

The bible says in Mathew 5:14-16  we 
are the light of the world and our light 
should shine before men, that they may 
see our good works, and glorify our Father 
which is in heaven. “If anyone obeys 
His word, His love for God is truly made 
complete.” (1 John 2:5).

So brothers and sisters, let us walk the 
walk of faith and be the light of the world 
and the refl ection of God’s character. 

The bible says in Galatians 5:24-25 
those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucifi ed the fl esh with its passion and 
desires.

Amen! 
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Bushbuckridge mayor, Sylvia Nxumalo.

MEC Vusi Shongwe planting seeds during his visit to Manzana.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE MEC for the Department of 
Argriulture, Rural Development and Land 
Aff airs, Vusi Shongwe, has appealed to 
communities to put all available land to 
use for planting purposes to fi ght hunger 
and poverty.  

His quest marks the offi  cial start of the 
provincial planting season last week at 
Manzana, formerly known as Badplaas.

Shongwe commended the eMbuleni 
Traditional Council for availing more than 
1000 hectare unused land for planting, in 
an exercise that will “benefi t hundreds of 
people”.

With the eff ects of the severe drought 
felt mostly by farmers, Shongwe said 
“emerging farmers and households can 
consider using drought-tolerant seeds and 
fertiliser, including applying the latest 
farming methods, to continue producing 
food.”

He said there were various new methods 
to be applied and up-to-date technology 
to be used in order to sustain and ensure 
food security, regardless of the persisting 
drought.

Chief Albert Luthuli and Gert 

Youngsters  to receive 
entrepreneurship 
certifi cates

 WoF fi re fi ghters continue to force forward

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Masoka Dube

YOUNG people, who attended an 
entrepreneurship programme organised 
by the Bushbuckridge Local Municipality 
(BLM) in partnership with Coca-Cola 
Beverages South Africa, will receive their 
certifi cates at a graduation ceremony on 
November 30 at the municipality.

Bushbuckridge mayor, Sylvia Nxumalo, 
has welcomed the programme. She said 
she was hoping and believed that it 
would help to promote entrepreneurship 
which would create much-needed 
job opportunities and employment 
opportunities for other unemployed youth 
within the municipality.

“A peep into census 2017 has revealed 
that youth unemployment within the 
municipal area of jurisdiction is at 52%. 
Overall, 50 applicants have been approved 
to receive BIZNIZ in box containers 
and Coca-Cola Beverages South Africa 
has started with the construction of 
slabs where the containers will sit on,” 
Nxumalo said.

The programme, launched in October 
last year, saw about 400 young people 
applying with only 130 advancing to the 
second round, and only 78 managing to 
complete the programme.   

“The 130 candidates that passed the 
written assessments were invited to 
participate in a bootcamp programme. It 
started with 100 applicants and ended with 
94 of which only 78 candidates progressed 
to the next phase,” Nxumalo said.

“The programme had structured skills 
development modules and presentations 
specifi cally targeted at the essential 
requirements of entrepreneurship and 
personal development of an entrepreneur,” 
she said.

Those who successfully applied to be 
part of the programme were required to 
pitch sales presentations and underwent 
business training (Grow my Business) 
attached to an NQF Level 2 qualifi cation.

MPUMALANGA has recorded 
53 veld fi res last month compared 
to 45 incidents recorded in August,  
according to statistics released by the 
provincial offi  ce of Working on Fire 
(WoF). 

Provincial spokesperson, Amanda 
Mthembu, said the WoF teams were 
still busy assisting in fi ghting fi res as 
the fi re season was drawing to a close.

She said WoF teams across the 
province had been hard at work, 
assisting their fi re protection 
associations in various veld and 
forest fi res, with a total of 24 teams 
dispatched to battle blazes in the month 
of September.

“Last month alone, WoF teams 
assisted in the suppression of 53 fi res, 
which is eight more than the 45 fi res 
suppressed in August,” said Mthembu. 

“Our busiest time was the month 
of July, where the teams assisted in 
suppressing 129 fi res, due to the fi re 
season reaching its peak,” she said. 
Mthembu added that WoF aerial 
resources provided assistance and fl ew 
a total of 162 hours during operations 
in September.

Due to unpredictable weather 
patterns and as the fi re season was 
drawing to a close, WoF expected more 

of their teams to be dispatched to assist 
in fi re suppression operations, she said. 

“We assisted in suppressing a total of 
11 fi res so far in October and our teams 
are always ready to be dispatched in 
fi ghting runaway veld fi res,” Mthembu 
added.

WoF continues to partner with 
various provincial government 

Sibande District 
Municipality 
executive mayors, 
Muzi Chirwa and 
Dan Nkosi, were 
among the guests 
who attended 
the event, which 
drew thousands of 
people. They also 
spent time at the 
various exhibition 
stalls, viewing and 
enquiring about the 
latest agriculture 
technology that was 
on display.

 The entourage 
visited many households where they 
planted fruit trees and established food 
gardens to encourage locals to do the 
same. Many other benefi ciaries were given 
garden starter packs and fruit trees during 
their visit.

departments, municipalities, private 
and public landowners in order to 
minimise the dire eff ect of veld- and 
forest fi res.

“We appeal to the community at 
large to be fi re safe, be extremely 
cautious and to avoid starting 
unnecessary fi res as we are still in a 
windy season,” Mthembu concluded.
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NTSAKO Mahlaule 
(26) from Agincourt in 
Bushbuckridge has opened 
a clothing shop during a 
lavish event held at Agincourt 
Crossing last week. 

Locals, people from outside 
the village and business people 
attended in numbers. 

Mahlaule said she always 
felt like she needed to do 
something for the community.

“I started this business last 
year in May and named it 
Charged Up, because I needed 
to do a lot of big things. I 
needed a name that would not 
limit me to deal with many 
items. I deliver many services 
and my customers are happy,” 

Mhlaule (Tumelo please assist 
us  is Mahlaule or Mhlaule) 
said. 

“I started with clothing 
because since I was a little 
girl, that was what I loved to 
do. I started printing T-shirts 
and caps with Charged Up 
logo’s and people liked it. Then 
I started designs and people 
loved them too,” she said.

“I did not have equipment to 
sew and print designs, I had to 
go to other service providers” 
she said. 

She applied for funding 
from the National Youth 
Development Agency.

“I was lucky as they 
approved my application and 
I could buy T-shirt printing 
machines, cameras and red 
carpets for my fashion shows, 
as well as sewing machines 
and fabrics for my designs,” 
Mhlaule Mahlaule said.

“I started the business from 
my village where I was well 
known, and later secured a 
piece of property from my 
village,” Mhlaule Mahlaule 
concluded. She said she was 
happy that she had fi nally 
opened her shop and people 
were supporting her business.  

Province’s top teachers commended 
at Sabie award giving ceremony

TEACHERS who displayed 
outstanding performances were 
honoured during the Provincial 
Instalment of the National 
Teaching Awards in Sabie last 
week. 

Addressing the attendees, 
Mpumalanga Department of 
Education MEC, Bonakele 
Majuba, commended the educators 
and appreciated the noble role 
played by them in the province.

Majuba said teachers were the 
lifeblood of the society and needed 
to be respected and appreciated at 
all times.

“We are equally proud of the role 
that teacher unions are playing in 
ensuring that conditions of service 
under which teachers are working 
improve,” Majuba said. 

“Our collective view is that for 
any community to be emancipated 
from the bondage of poverty, 
hopelessness and inequality, it 
requires teachers who traverse the 
extra mile just like the ones we are 
celebrating today,” he said. 

Majuba added that he was very 
proud to have been born and 
bred in the family of the teaching 
profession because it constitutes 

the backbone of all other 
professions.

“We are equally proud of the role 
that teacher unions are playing in 
ensuring that conditions of service 
under which teachers are working 
improve,” he said.

According to Majuba he was 
committed to working together 
with educators and other relevant 
stakeholders to create a sustainable 
trajectory of growth and 
development in the teaching space. 

“We join hands with the entire 
province under the stewardship 
of Premier Refi lwe Mtshweni- 
Tsepane in condemning all the ills 
that have a tendency of raising 
an ugly head such as violence, 
abuse and a crime against teachers. 

Ntsako is Charged Up with 
latest fashion trends

MEC Bonakele Majuba, with some of the winners of the teaching awards.

Ntsako Mhlaule.

We pledge to work together with 
everyone to make the teaching 
environment safe and inviting” he 
said.

He concluded by urging young 
people to consider teaching as their 
career of choice.

Mavis Mthombeni from 
the Bohlabela district, who 
also received an award, told 
NEWSHORN that she was happy 
that she won an award, which 
encourages her to put more eff ort 
into her work. 

“I am very happy that my eff ort 
has been noticed and I will make 
sure that I always excel in my work 
because this token is just another 
tap on my shoulder that am doing a 
very good job,” she said.



Wednesday 30 October 2019

We cover 
Swaziland

Advertise your public / legal notices in our newspaper. Email amanda@newshorn or call our O�  ce: 013-612-0744

 Stone breakers break City Liner hearts

Stone Breakers supporters were proud of their team’s performance, beating City Liners 
4-1 on Sunday.

Sta�  Reporter

CITY Liner Football Club hosted Stone 
Breakers FC in the Casteel Promotional 
Soccer league on Sunday at the DG 
Mashego Sports Ground in Violet Bank. 

Stone Breakers did its name proud by 
beating City Liner 4-1 in a one-sided 
match, ending in the same fashion it 
started, launching one attack after another 
and breaking opposition supporters’ hearts 
in the process.

When Mahlake Doxer scored the fi rst 
goal in the 15th minute, it was clear 
that City Liner were in for a hard day at 
the offi  ce. Stone Breakers showed their 
incline to bag the three league points on 
off er when Nyalungu Devine dribbled the 
ball past four opposition players in the 
30th minute to score their second goal.

Late in the fi rst half, City Liner missed 
an opportunity to draw one goal back, 
when Ally Mahomane passed the ball to 

an unmarked Machate Rector, who could 
not convert his eff ort into points with the 
ball going over the bar.

But the Breakers applied even more 
pressure and ended the fi rst half 2-0, 
totally dominating play.

Stonebreakers continued to attack in 
the second half and got their third goal 68 
minutes into the game when Sekgobela 
Thomas succeeded with a long range shot 
from way outside the box.

City Liner’s keeper was found wanting 

once again as the Breakers supporters 
celebrated the brilliant eff ort.

In the ensuing play, City Liner suddenly 
found an opening in the Breakers defence 
and was awarded a penalty kick when  one 
of its midfi elders was brought down in the 
penalty area. It was Kgotlelelo Komane’s 
duty to take the kick and he made no 
mistake, converting it into the Liners’s 
sole goal of the match.

The Liner squad then came back into the 
game for a short bit of play, their spirits 
obviously lifted by the goal on the score 
board. They launched a fast attack on 
the left, but unfortunately they could not 
fi nish as the Breakers goalkeeper kept the 
ball out of the net with an excellent save.

But that was also the last time Liner 
team had ball possession. 

Stonebreakers increased the score in 
the 83rd minute when John Thatollo was 
left unmarked inside the box, scoring the 
easiest goal of his career, and the fourth 
for his team.


