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PRESIDENT Ramaphosa “could turn 
Mpumalanga into the envy of the world.” 
He promised “the largest climate fi nance 
transaction” the world had ever seen at 
the recent United Nations (UN) Climate 
Action Summit in New York. 

With our president not allowed a turn 
on the speaker podium at fi rst, he then in 
what can only be called a coup, turned 
everyone green with envy.

Two days later any mention of the deal 
had been totally erased from his online 
statement. However, the fi gures mentioned 
are worth noting. Eleven million dollars 
($11 million) had, according to the 
president, been set aside to totally remove 
every carbon footprint in Mpumalanga. 

This translates to R166 billion for 
creating alternative resources in lieu of the 
current coal-fi red electricity plants in the 
province. 

It in eff ect means a totally new energy 
sector for our cash-strapped country. 

South Africa (SA) emits more greenhouse 
gas to provide Eskom electricity now and 
then than many of the oil-rich Arabian 
nations. 

In the meantime, Bloomberg’s smart 
men fi gured out that all the smoke 
and mirrors are part of the Eskom 

Mpumalanga could become “the envy 
of the entire world” - Pres. Ramaphosa

Coal � red plants in Mpumalanga.

Riverview Prep in 
Malalane hosted their 
Grade 7 farewell. 
The Chinese-themed 
function provided 
learners with the 
opportunity to thank 
their families for 
continued support 
before embarking on 
a high school career. 
(Photo supplied.)

Goodbye to 

primary school

Sustainability Task Team’s public 
relations. And most likely, not true. 
Gwede Mantashe, our minister of Mining 
and Energy and fundamentalist believer 
in coal, had already been making deals to 
obtain more of the killer gold at a cheaper 
price. (The price in this case being the 

health of those living on the Highveld). 
With fossil fuels responsible for pre-

industrial temperature increases and at the 
heart of dire climate change, renewable 
resources are in fact much cheaper.

Coal currently costs R.30 per kilowatt 
hour (kwh) and renewables only 60c. 
Nuclear, another love aff air of our 
government, is the most expensive at 
almost R3 per kwh. 

(According to the Mining Department’s 
own document.)

With more than a 100 of the world’s 
biggest banks stopping all loans for fossil 
fuel regeneration, let us applaud the 
president for being an excellent politician. 
Even the Saudi Arabian nations are 
prepared to subsidise renewables.

There is big money available, but only 
for renewable energy resources and SA 
can make good use of all that cash. Only 
time would tell if South Africans had been 
fooled again.

(Information obtained from Bloomberg 
and Daily Maverick. Rewritten by Alex 
Rose-Innes.)
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Online banking fraud rises by 75% in one year
SO-called 419 scams are targeting the 

most vulnerable and poor. The South 
African Fraud Prevention Services 
(SAFPS) said these are on the rise. Almost 
a quarter of digital banking users fall 
victim to scams. 

Most prevalent are free or pre-qualifi ed 
loans and credit card scams. The public 
is still very much unaware of the risks of 
these. As the country’s economy shrinks 
and unemployment rises, desperation 
makes anyone an easy target. Also, with 
Christmas is around the corner. 

These scams target people with money 
problems and/or impaired credit ratings. It 
promises large sums of cash in exchange 
for a small upfront fee. 

However, under the National Credit 
Act, no credit provider is allowed to ask 
for upfront fees, so these scams should be 
easy to spot.

Manie van Schalkwyk, CEO of SAFPS, 
said, “Once a person handed their money 
over to these criminals, there is nothing 
we can do.” Not only are the fraudsters 
after your money, they try to obtain 
as much personal information to hack 
identities and open new credit cards in a 
victim’s name.

Coastal Hire in Malalane.
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Ephesians 4:31:

Alex Rose-Innes

Criminals were also pretending to be 
owners, CEO’s and fi nancial directors  to 
pilfer money from businesses. So said the 
South African Banking Risk Information 
Centre (Sabric). 

Sabric CEO, Susan Potgieter said 
criminals use information from company 
websites and other digital platforms to 
identify CEO’s, fi nancial directors and key 
senior individuals to target employees. 

“Digital technology, combined with 
social engineering which exploits our 
human tendency to be compliant when 
faced with a directive from an authority 
fi gure, enable criminals to perpetuate this 

type of crime,” said Potgieter.
She urged staff  to be vigilant regarding 

checking a sender’s email address very 
carefully should they receive an email 
instructing them to make a payment. 
Often, the address will only diff er by one 
or two characters. Companies and even 
smaller businesses are advised to not put 
email addresses online, be it business or 
personal.

Sabric said that online banking scams 
had risen by 75% over the last year. 
Cybercrime is the biggest threat to online 
banking. The fraudsters in many instances 
paid an insider to enable them to obtain 
information.

However,  one of NewsHorn’s clients 
in Malalane outsmarted these fraudsters. 
The wide-awake owner of Coastal Hire 
had been hit by robbers on the same day 
scammers tried to obtain a loan under her 
name for almost half a million rand at a 
local bank. 

Not only did the robbers end up behind 
bars, but the scammers also lost out. Be 
aware when Mark of Sandvig Mining 
wants to conduct any business with your 
business. 

This man is already on the police radar 
for almost 70 fraud cases.
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A WISE new manager for 
the City of Mbombela

WISEMAN Khumalo would  fi ll 
Neil Diamond’s shoes as the new 
municipal manager for the City of 
Mbombela. 

He had been appointed on a 
two-year performance-based 
contract.

Khumalo holds a 
Bachelor of Accounting 
Science (B. Compt) 
degree from the 
University of Limpopo 
and has more than 15 
years’ experience in 
local government.

Khumalo occupied 
various senior positions 
including head of 
Internal Audit and 
other Chief Financial 
Offi  cer (CFO) 
positions. 

Before joining the City of 
Mbombela, he had been CFO of 
Ehlanzeni District Municipality 
from 2009 where he attained seven 
consecutive clean audits. 

As CFO he managed to develop a 
sound fi nancial recovery plan for the 
municipality. 

Khumalo had been part of 
Diamond’s very successful senior 
management team.

As soon as the announcement was 
made, Diamond, who resigned in 

August posted on 
Facebook (FB): 
“  I am proud to 
congratulate Mr 
Khumalo as the new 

municipal manager of 
the City.

I have confi dence in 
my successor that he 
will continue with the 
good work of ensuring 
the fi nancial recovery 
of Mbombela.”

In the FB post, 
Diamond further 
said: “Mr Khumalo 

as CFO developed the 
fi nancial recovery plan 
for Mbombela with me 
and worked as a senior 

member of my management team 
since 2017. 

I wish him well on this important 
task that he has been entrusted with 
and ask the people of Mbombela 
to support him as he continues to 
provide administrative leadership in 
the City.”Wiseman Khumalo with former municipal manager, Neil Diamond.
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He had been 
appointed on 

a two-year 
performance-
based contract

Important 
amendments to 
the B-BBEE codes

Nearly a year after the Department of 
Trade & Industry (dti) proposed changes 
to certain aspects of the b-BBEE codes, 
fi nal changes were published in the 
government gazette on 31 may 2019. 

These changes must be implemented 
within six (6) months from the date of 
publication. 

The changes are largely similar to 
those proposed, but also contain some 
positive diff erences.

Sub-minimums (minimum BEE), 
exempted micro enterprise (eme’s) and 
qualifying small enterprises (qses), 
skills  development, enterprise and 
supplier development.

NewsHorn will report back on the 
outcomes of discussion being held on 
these and the key discussion points on 
how the amendments to the b-BBEE 
codes would aff ect your business? 

It would also provide answers to how 
to maximise points on the b-BBEE 
scorecard?

Valuable information on how 
businesses can promote skills 
development and assist in employability 
would be shared such as how 
leanerships could also enhance BBEE 
points.

Under skills development, the 
following would be addressed:
• Introduction to skills development
• Wsp/atr and pivotal (referring to new 
   SETA rules)
• Learnerships for BBBEE points
• Interpretation of the skills 
   development scorecard
• Questions and answers pertaining to 
   skills development.

Masoka Dube
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Stolen Vodacom batteries 
worth thousands retrieved

IN a joint operation, the Tonga Police 
and private security teams arrested two 
people with twelve expensive Vodacom 
batteries. The cellular giant had appointed 
private security fi rms to monitor its tower 
supply boxes. The perpetrators were 
nabbed as they left the scene from which 
the boxes were stolen. 

The security teams followed them and 
regained company property of R70 000. 
The two arrested men were between 15 
and 22 years of age. During the operation, 

local police were contacted to assist.
In another incident, four suspects 

had already appeared in the Tonga 
magistrates court after a large amount of 
electric cabling had been found in their 
possession. It had apparently been stolen 
from a hardware shop.

Finally, Afesse Manhique (49) would 
spend Christmas in jail after police found 
him without the necessary immigration 
papers and various stolen articles. 

He had been sent to prison for four 
months on charges of violating the South 
African Immigration Act and being in 
possession of stolen goods.

Masoka Dube

Dex Sibiya

MPUMALANGA’s Department of 
Health and Department of Agriculture are 
conducting rabies awareness campaigns 
to inform the public about the dangers 
associated with the illness. The campaigns 
include vaccination of dogs and cats, 
health education and distribution of 
pamphlets regarding the disease.

World Rabies Day is commemorated 
globally every year. The theme for this 
year is Vaccinate to eliminate. 

“This year’s theme focuses on animal 
vaccination in an eff ort to eliminate rabies 
globally. The day is celebrated annually 
to raise awareness on prevention and 
highlights eff orts in the control of the 
disease. Rabies is a fatal viral disease 
transmitted from animals to humans 
resulting in damage to the brain and spinal 
cord,” said health MEC Sasekani Manzini.

“The virus is transmitted by the saliva 
of infected animals and enters the human 
body through a wound where it eventually 
causes damage to the brain. In South 
Africa, people are usually infected by 
dogs, but other animals such as cats, 
mongooses, jackals, bats and other wild 
animals can also infect people,” she said.

Lack of awareness to seek health care 
after an animal bite (dog, cats, and bats) 
claims the lives of more than 55 000 
people each year worldwide, mostly in 
Asia and Africa. Rabies deaths in humans 
are 100% preventable through prompt and 
appropriate medical care. In South Africa, 

POLICE in Komatipoort had launched 
a manhunt for the rapist of a 12-year old 
girl in Mjejane Trust. It is believed that the 
suspect is a neighbour of the family

According to the spokesperson for 
Komatipoort SAPD, Sgt Natacia Mbyjane, 
the girl’s mother arrived at the police 
station in a terrifi ed state. 

“She said her child had been playing 
outside with her siblings when a guest at 
their home told her to go and fetch the 
neighbour. 

rabies is more prevalent in Kwa-Zulu 
Natal, Free State, Eastern Cape, Limpopo 
and Mpumalanga provinces. Eight (8) 
cases of human rabies cases had been 
confi rmed in South Africa this year, with 
only one reported death in Mpumalanga 
last year.

“Preventing human rabies through Post 
Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) is cost-
eff ective. The treatment is available at 
local public health facilities. All animal 
bites should be treated as a risk for 
rabies.” Manzi said people who were 
bitten by an animal should immediately 
seek medical assistance at their nearest 
health facility. She also urged residents 
of Mpumalanga to have their animals 
vaccinated.

Any person with an animal bite should 
immediately wash the wound with running 
water and soap for 10 minutes. This will 
aid in getting rid of the virus. As dogs 
are the source of the vast majority of 
human rabies deaths, the best strategy 
for preventing rabies in people is by 
vaccinating dogs and cats. 

“It is understood that the incident took 
place then.”

Lt-Col Willie Meiring , head of the 
town’s police, told the communities to 
look after their children and not to trust 
anyone else alone with them. 

He also highlighted the fact that 
Mpumalanga had the highest crime rate 
for rape and female abuse in the country.

In an incident in Malalane, the 
stepfather of another 12-year old girl, had 
been denied bail on various occasions 
after being sent to prison for 12 years. 
He would appeal to the town’s periodical 
court again later this month.

Vaccinate your animals against rabies

#Me too - young girls raped in Nkomazi

Dex Sibiya
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MOZAMBIQUE NEWS prepared by Alex Rose-Innes

Dex Sibiya

THE World Bank approved an 
additional grant of $110 million towards 
Mozambique’s reconstruction eff orts 
in the aftermath of cyclones Idai and 
Kenneth. 

It would be used on road and bridge 
repair in the four provinces of Sofala, 
Manica, Tete, and Cabo Delgado. 

A large part of the country’s roads in 
six provinces had been destroyed by the 
cyclones.

For the poor, the destroyed rural roads 
were the only connection to essential 
medical services, schools, social facilities 
and broader economic opportunities. 

Larger communities were cut off  for 
weeks. Collapsed bridges meant large 
detours and alternative routes, adding 
more than 50 km to some trips. 

Damaged roads strained emergency 
recovery and reconstruction eff orts across 

ACCORDING to Sgt Natacia Mbuyane, 
police in Komatipoort are constantly 
fi ghting vehicle theft. The small town 
borders Mozambique and culprits in stolen 
vehicles were regularly trying to enter the 
neighbouring country. 

“Sometimes these perpetrators will drive 
past us in a decent car. We are aware that 

every other sector of the economy.
The project would re-establish 

connectivity in the most aff ected districts 
and benefi t several government agencies, 
including the National Territorial 
Transportation Institute (INATTER), 
traffi  c police and the National Institute of 
Disaster Management.

used up cars are from Mozambique. That 
always alerts us and we check for relevant 
documents.”

In one of the latest incidents, a gray 
Honda Civic with a GP registration plate 
was stopped at the Lebombo border post. 

The driver, a Mozambican national, was 
arrested for possible vehicle theft. Rafi que 
Fernando Gua appeared in the periodical 
court and at time of going to press, was 
still behind bars.

New regulation in Moz after 
SA xenophobic attacks

Khumbudzo Ntshavheni, Mozambique’s 
Small Business Development minister said 
their government is developing legislation 
to regulate participation of foreign 
nationals in South Africa (SA).

“We do not have enabling legislation 
to allow us to regulate the participation 
of foreign nationals in South Africa,” 
Ntshavheni said on Radio 702. During 
weeks of xenophobic violence in Gauteng, 
12 people died and hundreds of arrests 
were made, many of these across-border 
nationals.

Other countries such as Nigeria, 
Zimbabwe, Ethiopia, Ghana, Tanzania, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan have existing 
regulations to specify sectors in which 

foreign nationals may not participate, 
including retail, pharmaceuticals and 
micro-business.

She said Mozambique’s government 
cannot account for business conducted 
by foreign nationals in SA as their money 
is not banked in SA’s banking systems. 
Ntshavheni added that Mozambique 
is studying what other countries had 
done, to develop a law which would be 
a combination of what is practised in 
other parts of Africa. It would be in line 
with the African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement.

Once operational, this agreement is 
expected to create the world’s largest free 
trade area.

Additional World Bank grant to cyclone-
destroyed areas of Mozambique

Stolen vehicles taken across Moz border

Foreigners � ee during SA xe nophobic attacks. (Photo sourced.)
Young Mozambican children without  a 
home. (Photo sourced.)

CELL: +27 (0)73 129 3576

TEL:+27 (0)13 741 1806

info@beyondthinkerspublications.com

www.beyondthinkerspublications.com

For copies contact the following:

* Beyond Limitations

* Beyond Reality 

* Beyond The Storms

BEYOND SERIES 

BEYOND THINKERS
PUBLICATIONS

But the ship was now in the middle of the 
sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was 
contrary. Mahew 14:24

The desire of mankind is total serenity. The 
pursuit of peace has led many into ventures that 
are to some extent alien to peace itself. Many 
erroneously deceive themselves into thinking 
that peace is a�ained through the miseries of 
others. Wars have been waged and lives have 
been sha�ered and wasted because somebody 
somewhere thought of his peace as a product of 
the suffering of others.

Personal serenity as defined by mankind is to 
have everything going as planned. Yes, there are 
mes life totally responds to your dictates and 
seems to dance to the rhythm you create for it. 
You have had the chance to be the director of 
your own life, you set the stage and all seems to 
be working as planned. These few mes (and 
they are few, no ma�er how prolonged they 
are) gets you to think that life simply responds 
to your whims and caprices. Sure, you may be in 
perfect health, have an outstanding career, 
enjoying an amazing family and generally 
cruising. To this, you somemes erroneously 
remark to yourself “life is good”, but how long 
does it all last?

On this big ocean called life, we construct ships 
to keep us from sinking in this ocean. This ship 
represents the knowledge and skills we acquire. 
Self-delusion is when we begin to 
presumptuously build our enre life around the 
might of acquired skills or knowledge.  The 
Titanic was touted as the greatest ship ever built 
by man. It was said to be unsinkable and that 
God himself would've sailed in that ship. In spite 
of the might, speed and beauty, it took just an 
iceberg to sink the 'unsinkable' ship.

The Storms Of Life
by Dr PD  Kum

by Dr PD  KumDr PD Kum’s Blog

For copies contact
Beyond Thinkers Publicaons

+27 (0)73 129 3576
www.beyondthinkerspublicaons.com

all of a sudden, from nowhere and almost 
unannounced comes the storms. Your ship 
seemed formidable and unsinkable. It was 
strong and well built to withstand the 
turbulence yet it could not prevent the storm 
from hi�ng the very core of your enre system. 

It may be cancer or a sore throat. It may be the 
illness or loss of someone close to you. It may 
be a personal failure or disappointment in your 
job or school work. It may be a rumour that is 
circulang in your office or your church, 
damaging your reputaon, bringing you grief 
and anxiety. It can be anything that ranges from 
something as small and irritang as the bite of a 
mosquito or the nagging of a gnat to the charge 
of an elephant or having to face a lion in the 
lions' den as with Daniel.
Storms are winds blowing contrary to 
preparaons and projecons. Storms are 
devastang. They are tormenng. They 
are irritang and above 
all painful.  Storms 
misdirect the path of 
our lives and sha�er 
dreams. Storms ruin 
plans and break hearts. 
Storms open up 
unthinkable chapters of 
life. .........
to be connued
in the next 
edion.
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Philippians 4:11-12 – “I am not 
saying this because I am in need, 
for I have learned to be content 
whatever the circumstances. I 
know what it is to be in need and 
I know what it is to have plenty. 
I have learned the secret of being 
content in any and every situation, 
whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or want.”

One of the greatest forms of 
distraction in the life is worrying.  
Every person worry when things 
do not go according to plan. 
We worry about diff erent things 
and our worries are infl uenced 
by individual issues. The only 
diff erences are age, social status, 
work position and educational 
level, etc. This should teach every 
person that they are not the only 
one whohas worries.

However, even though everyone 
worries about something, Jesus 
says in the bible “DO NOT 
WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING.” 
To be content means” to be in a 
state of peaceful happiness,” a state 
of satisfaction.” Being content is a 
choice.  You either choose to worry 
or to be content. Most people who 
worry, worry about things that they 
don’t have.

He who makes up the messed up
Evangelist Morele Lindokuhle Vincent Chawane (Emmanuel Assembly)0607751838 or 0793469926

Learn to be content
Most people worry about the 

future. Worrying deprives us of an 
opportunity to enjoy our present 
happiness. We deprive ourselves 
of the little joy we are supposed 
to have in the current situation 
because of worrying. I would like 
to ask you to stop worrying and 
learn to be content.
Learn to celebrate your own life, 
what you have, thank God for your 
life, your family, your friends, 
your state of health.

Do not miss a chance to enjoy 
the “little” that you have. We 
all must learn to be content, 
whether you have plenty or little. 
Whomever you see as successful, 
having it all, they also went 
through a stage of having little or 
nothing.

 One person may eat in an 
expensive restaurant and another 
from hand to mouth or cheap food 
at home. The beauty of it is that 
no one will know what you have 
eaten. All the food becomes waste 
and ends up in the same place, the 
toilet!

 Be content with what you have. 
Thank God for that food, those 
clothes. Even if it is cheap, you are 
not naked! Covering your body is 

 I AM born again, cleansed 
by the blood of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth. My eternity will be 
spent with him. 

He who makes up the 
messed up is the Lord.  Ezekiel 
37 v 1-10 (The valley of the 
dry bones). Here we fi nd bones 
that are scattered, lifeless, 
hopeless and dry. This indeed 
is a messed up situation. No 
sign of hope that anything 
good can come from the valley. 
There are many times we fi nd 
ourselves messed up, messed 
up by sickness, addiction, 
divorce, drugs, infi delity, 
death, anger, etc. 

Finding ourselves in stressful 
situations and suff ering anxiety, 
the Lord intervenes. The dry 
bones are made up as they 
receive fl esh, skin and breath 
and regain life to become a 
vast army. When the Lord 
intervenes you become made 
up. 

Gen 1v2 - The earth was 
formless and dark. The Lord 
intervened and it was made 
up and the light came into 
existence.

John 4 v 3 – The Samaritan 

women were messed up, but 
after the encounter with the 
Lord she was made up. 

She couldn’t even keep it to 
herself she shouted around the 
village so that others can also 
meet He who makes up the 
messed up. 

 It is indeed simple to meet 
him. Believe in your heart 
confess it with your mouth that 
Jesus is the Lord. That will be 
your divine encounter. God 
bless you #BONA Vincent Chawane.

Front row:  Head Girl, Lerato Ramaijane and head boy, Goitsemang Mahlangu
Back row:  Vida Strydom, Thami Kolerni, deputy head girl Highveld, deputy Head Boy 
Highveld, Unathi Sedibe  and Welcome Nkosi.

This year 34 643 grade 12 learners will write their � nal exams in Mpumalanga.

Evangelist Morele Lindokuhle.

more than a price tag on clothes.
 
Emmanuel Assembly is situated at 
Croquet lawn
Contact the church on 0607751838 
or 0793469926.

Youth Choir to Belgium
Maybe to America’s Got Talent?

THE Mpumalanga Youth Choir (MPYC) 
hosted their annual initiation and auditions 
at the end of last month.  

Hopeful youths from across the province 
not only exercised their voices, but 
their bodies were put through a rigorous 
obstacle course. 

Choir master and director, André 
Oosthuizen and his team eventually 
whittled down hundreds of hopeful teens 
to 150 for the 2020 choir. These would 

represent South Africa at the World Choir 
Games in Belgium.

Rehearsals were held on a weekly basis 
in Mpumalanga. 

The newbies have big shoes to fi ll as 
the previous choirs (since 1981) had won 
numerous awards.

According to choir organiser, Jeanne 
Lourens, big plans were afoot and she 
asked the community to support these 
talented young people.

Tumelo waga Dibakwane

THE number of Mpumalanga learners 
registered to write Mathematics and 
Physical Science in the upcoming grade 
12 examinations had declined by more 
than 10 000. This is according to the 
Mpumalanga Education Department’s 
MEC, Bonakele Majuba.

Majuba said he was worried about the 
lack of interest in maths and science. 
Last year, 34 643 candidates registered to 
write mathematics, while this year it was 
only 28 177. However, Majuba said the 
province was geared for the upcoming 
grade 12 fi nal examinations. These start 
on October 23 and fi nish on November 
28.  He said his department had already 
put plans in place ensure the exams 
ran smoothly. Properly trained chief 
invigilators had been appointed across the 
555 registered examination centres. Of 

these, 37 are independent schools.
Examination centres had been classifi ed 

in terms of risk profi les and all high-risk 
centres would have resident monitors. 
Selected high-risk centres would see 
departmental offi  cials serving as chief 
invigilators. 

This year 56838 candidates had 
registered for the fi nal exams.

Ehlanzeni district had the most 
candidates (more than 15 000.) Nkangala 
district would see more than 14 000 
matrics write their exams. Bohlabela had 
registered more than 13 000 and Gert 
Sibande almost the same. 

Increased security had been arranged 
where assessment material would be 
delivered. Over the past nine years, the 
department suff ered leaked papers and 
this year plan to ensure an incident-
free examination. Vehicles transporting 
question papers would be escorted by law 
enforcement institutions. 

Fewer Mpumalanga learners registered 
for matric maths and sciences
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DOCTER Schalk Schoeman of ARC-
Tropical and Sub-tropical Crops had 
received permits to import parasitoids to 
control the macadamia felted coccid. 

It is imported from Hawaiian 
collaborators. 

It would mean long-term control for 
this pest causing signifi cant damage in 
Mpumalanga. 

Dr Schoeman heads the SAMAC-
funded research project on distribution 
and control of the pest. 

Known infestation sites include 
various farms in the Barberton 
Valley, Brondal, White River 
KZN and Kaapschehoop. 
Hazyview appears to be pest-
free.

This particularly damaging 
pest is wreaking havoc in 
Mpumalanga as natural 
control is very low. 

A gravid female can 
produce millions of 
off spring within a year. 

On infested trees, initially 
only a few dead leaves are 
observed, soon the pest 
progress to all the leaves in 
the inner portions of a tree. 

Hereafter individual branches start 
dying and very soon most of the tree will 
be aff ected. 

The onset of these symptoms is rapid 

Plan against Mpumalanga macadamia pest as Hawaii takes hands with local fundi

Small scale horticulture project. (Photo: sourced)

Mpumalanga macadamia 
farmers are � ghting against the 
felted coccid. (Photos: sourced)

and the entire tree may be aff ected 
within a few weeks. Symptoms are more 
pronounced in the drier part of the season. 

At the moment it is unclear if severely 
aff ected trees will completely recover. 

These trees will not fl ower and harvest 
would be severely impacted. 

Macadamia trees, being very dense and 
tall, make it diffi  cult to apply 

pesticides eff ectively. 
The coccid occurs on 

higher sections of the tree 
and on the stem. 

Young trees are easy 
to spray and products 
currently used by the 
growers work. In older trees 
spray coverage is mostly 
inadequate. 

The only way to 
rectify this is by pruning 
aggressively. 

Pruning has many 
advantages, but may also 

reduce the crop temporarily.
Even in its country of origin 

(Australia) the coccid is known 
to be troublesome if too many 
general contact insecticides are 

applied. Schoeman said the South African 
macadamia industry must be pro-active by 
implementing strict bio-security measures. 

Source: Dr Schoeman (edited for 
length).

SOUTH Africa’s (SA) agricultural 
policy growth path had already been 
established by 2012. 

The National Development Plan (NDP) 
highlighted higher growth potential and 
labour-intensive sub-sectors which could 
create jobs and increase the sectors’ 
contribution to GDP. 

One such sub-sector was horticulture, 
able to grow and create employment along 
the value chain. 

Seven years had since passed and 
the global demand for horticulture and 
protein-rich food products had increased 
notably over this period. 

SA’s agricultural exports had also 
increased since then, amounting to 
$10.6-billion in 2018 (latest available 
fi gures), representing a 17% increase. 

The potential drivers of the country’s 
agricultural economy, horticulture, wine 
and grains, were identifi ed at the time.  

However, growth had been concentrated 
in traditional agricultural active areas.

A new generation of farmers still 
battled with the same constraints 
understanding developments at farm level 
in Mpumalanga. 

It included lack of access to fi nance, 
challenges regarding land governance in 
the communal areas, access to water, need 
for farming advice and poor infrastructure. 

This means that if SA is to attain its 
rural economic growth and job creation 
ambitions, the focus needs to be on 
crafting specifi c strategies to resolve 
prevailing constraints. 

Targeting specifi c bottlenecks 
entailed eff ective co-ordination between 
established agri-businesses, farming 
enterprises, communities, national and 
local government. 

Agri-businesses and farmers had on 
various forums expressed a willingness to 

collaborate with government in growing 
SA’s agricultural sector. 

It promised to address challenges such 
as skills transfer, access to fi nance and 
marketing opportunities.

Treasury’s latest input on the way 
forward should receive increased attention 
as its success would ensure that bigger 
ambitions articulated in policy papers 
actually translate to development at farm 

Horticulture, a driving economic force in SA 
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level. 
There are, of course, broader policy 

questions such as land reform and water 
rights which would need to be addressed. 
To attract investment into agriculture, 
property rights are key. 

Overall, the path for growth and job 
creation had been clear for some time. 
Increased eff ort is necessary in co-
ordinating strategies and programmes 

to address specifi c constraints and 
bottlenecks. A Co-Op (an agri-business), 
covering citrus, lucerne, pineapples, 
livestock, blueberries and paper would 
bring benefi ts to all involved.

Author: Wandile Sihlobo, Daily 
Maverick.

(Edited for style, length and Google 
search engine optimisation by 
Alex Rose-Innes.)

Dr Schoeman 
heads the 

SAMAC-funded 
research project 
on distribution 

and control of the 
pest
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World champion Taekwondo master in Nelspruit

This may be the only opportunity these poor youngsters have to rise above their 
circumstances. Due to lack of funding, this dream had now been taken away unless a 
benefactor steps in.

Vice, a 
22 time 
Taekwondo 

international 
champion 

said he was 
impressed with 
the standard of 

local athletes

Masoka Dube

Adriaan de Beer

CRICKET players and their supporters 
in Mpumalanga are worried that their 
teams might not be playing this season 
due to a lack of funding. 

Whilst the youth, especially in rural 
areas are kept off  the streets and drugs 
by sport, no money is available for 
development of this sport.

This fi nancial crisis has already 
claimed the fi rst victim which is the 
Bushbuckridge Cricket Club, who could 
not play a single match this season due to 
lack of funding. 

Mpumalanga Cricket Union’s(MCU), 
Chief Executive Offi  cer, Jaco Visagie, said 

REGARDED as one of the world’s 
best ever Taekwondo and martial 
arts instructors, Warren Vice from 
Liverpool in England conducted a 
sparring seminar and umpiring course 
in Nelspruit. Taekwondo karateka from 
across Mpumalanga, Mozambique, 
Botswana and Lesotho attended. 

Vice, a 22 time Taekwondo 
international champion said he 
was impressed with the standard of 
local athletes. He is also a multiple 
European and English champion and 
captained the TAGB team (Taekwondo 
Association of Great Britain) for fi ve 
consecutive years. 

Regarded as probably the best 
Taekwondo fi ghter in the world, 
Vice met up with Nelspruit’s Job 
Magagula six years ago at the 
Taekwondo International 
World Championship 
in England. Our local 
master, Magagula won a 
bronze at the event with 
Vice crowned world 
champion.

Magagula, president 
of Taekwondo 
Mpumalanga, told 
NewsHorn they 
already agreed then 
that Vice would visit 
South Africa to boost 
the sport. “We are 
privilged to have 
had Warren here in 
South Afric (sa), and particularly in 
Nelspruit. His visit and sharing of his 
vast knowledge and skills with us, was 
of immense value to every participant 
and for the sport in South Africa in 
general,” said Magagula.

“The aim of bringing Vice to our city 
had been to equip our members with 
the advance continuous and pointstop 

MCU had already invested half a million 
rand into poor areas to support the sport.

“This support was given from savings 
we built up over the past ten years. We 
can, however, not continue to use the 
savings. It would put the organisation in 
fi nancial diffi  culties and have a negative 
impact on operations,” he said. Despite 
major eff orts, the organisation had been 
unable to secure any additional funding 
for the current season. 

“With the fi nancial constraints, we 
had to streamline spending in the area. 
Team would however, still receive 
administrative support. It is also noted 
in our transformational and fi nancial 
committee meetings that funding was a 
priority to assist.”

sparring skills, so we can have the 
best Taekwondo team to compete in 
SA, Africa and internationally,” he 
said.

More information about the sport 
or those wanting to join, can contact 
Magagula on 073 898 3936.

Mpumalanga Cricket Union stops funding local 
cricket - Can anyone help these youngsters?

Taekwondo or Tae Kwon 
Do is Korean martial art. 

It is characterised by its 
emphasis on head-height  
and spinning kicks, jumping 
and and lightning fast 
techniques.

Taekwondo or Tae Kwon 
Do is Korean martial art. 

It is characterised by its 
emphasis on head-height  
and spinning kicks, jumping 


