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THE ANC Women’s League in the province joined residents of Mbombela last week in taking 
to the streets in a march against gender-based violence in the country. Hundreds of women, 
dressed in black, marched from Valencia Orchard Spar to the Nelspruit Police Station where 
they handed over a memorandum of dissent to the police. The country is currently caught in a 
grip of gender-based violence. In addressing the nation last week, President Cyril Ramaphosa 
promised to “� ght to win the war against woman abuse”, without divulging how the 
government was going to address the issue. 

THE ANC Women’s League in the province joined residents of Mbombela last week in taking 

Women march to police in support of victims 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Masoka Dube

PEOPLE from all walks of life in 
Mpumalanga are uniting with President 
Cyril Ramaphosa in their condemnation of 
gender-based violence.

Among those who came out against 
this crime, which has ripped through 
the country lately, are Premier Refi lwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane, the South African 
Council of Churches (SACC) provincial 

secretary, Reverend Luke Dlamini and the 
Kruger Lowveld Chamber of Business and 
Tourism (KLCBT) chief operating offi  cer, 
Linda Grimbeek.

Dlamini has urged churches to play a 
pertinent role in the fi ght against gender-
based violence. He said churches must 
organise events in which men would be 
sensitised on issues in relation to women 
abuse. 

“Churches must not shy away to talk 
about gender-based violence and other 
related issues. We must set up the camps 
in which we are going to teach men, 
especially the youth, on how to treat 
women. 

We are all created in the image of God, 
therefore there is no reason why we 
must discriminate other people based on 
gender,” said Dlamini. 

In dealing with this problem, he said, 
people must consider the old golden rule, 
which says, “do unto others as you would 
like them to do unto you”. He urged men, 
who grew up in families in which fathers 
were abusing the mothers, not to emulate 
them. 

Mtshweni-Tsipane has also condemned 
the killing of women and girls.

Premier,  society 
unite against 
gender violence
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Water: anti-pollution task team to be launched
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Masoka Dube

THE Deputy Minister of the Department 

of Water and Sanitation (DWS), David 
Mahlobo, has again appealed to coal 
mines in the Mpumalanga Highveld to 
stop polluting water sources. 

Mahlobo’s call comes in the wake of 
a departmental investigation last month 
which revealed that that the  coal mines 
have polluted 90% of groundwater in the 
Highveld region alone.

In the light of this, the DWS has last 
week announced that it will soon establish 
an anti-pollution task team to deal with the 
water pollution problem. 

According to the department, the real 
South African water crisis is the issue of 
water quality.

“The announcement comes amid 

Woman in court 
after child assault
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A WOMAN from Ogies in Mpu malanga 
who stands accused of assaulting a 
13-year-old child, has been granted R5000 
bail by the Ogies Magistrates Court last 
week. Matshidiso Mtsweni was not asked 
to plead and the case has been postponed 
to next month. She is facing a charge of 
assault with an intention to cause serious 
bodily harm.

“The arrest came as a result of a video 
clip circulating in social media circles 
went viral. In the video, a woman is 
seen assaulting the victim at Phola, near 
Ogies, on Sunday, 15 September 2019,” 
said Mpumalanga police spokesperson, 
Brigadier Leonard Hlathi. 

concerns raised by organisations and 
individuals about the deteriorating water 
quality in the country’s rivers and dams. 
Central to the deteriorating quality of 
water is the pollution of water resources 
by business and too often, by locals,” said 
Mahlobo. 

“Another factor is that most municipal 
wastewater treatment works are in a 
critical and poor state, causing a lot of 
pollution to water systems,” he added.

In some instances, there has been 
neglect that allowed deterioration where 
the infrastructure has reached a point 
where it can no longer be used, while 
others require signifi cant investment to 
repair,” Mahlobo said. 

“God is my Saviour; I will trust Him and not be afraid. The LORD gives me power and 
strength; He is my Saviour.” - GNB

In response to addressing these water 
quality issues, the DWS’s task team is set 
to conduct a nation-wide assessment of 
the status of water quality, the architecture 
of an accessible real-time information 
system to monitor water quality, including 
the re-launch of the green and blue drop 
reports, he said. 

Mahlobo said the department issued 
the fi rst directive in terms of the National 
Water Act to the Chris Hani District 
Municipality in Cradock in 2016 to apply 
for authorisation for the Water Waste 
Treatment Works and to stop the rampant 
pollution from occurring.

“The directive forced the municipality 
to rehabilitate the aff ected area as well.”
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 Ramaphosa’s emergency 
plan to protect women

Sta�  Reporter 

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa has 
announced an emergency plan to deal 
with the violence against women and 
children in the country.

This includes R1.1 billion in additional 
funding in this fi nancial year to deal with 
gender-based violence.

Addressing a joint sitting of the 
National Assembly and National Council 
of Provinces last week, he said the plan 
strengthened existing measures and 
introduced new interventions in fi ve 
principal areas.

These areas include how to prevent 
gender-based violence; strengthening the 
criminal justice system, as well as steps 
that need to be taken to enhance the legal 
and policy framework.

Other areas focus on what can be 
done to ensure adequate care, support 
and healing for victims of violence and 
measures to improve the economic power 
of women in South Africa. 

“This emergency action plan will be 
driven by an interim steering committee 
located in the presidency and co-
chaired by government and civil society 
organisations. 

“The steering committee will co-
ordinate rapid response at national level. 
The plan will be implemented over the 
next six months,” Ramaphosa said.

He called for the joint sitting to 
focus the attention of elected public 
representatives and the nation at large on 
the crisis of gender-based violence 
and femicide.

“To enhance the safety of 
women, we are going to, as 
a matter of urgency, make 
the necessary amendments 
to our laws and policies to 
ensure that perpetrators of 
gender-based violence are 
brought to book. We will 
make substantial additional 
funding available for a 
comprehensive package 
of interventions to make 
an immediate and lasting 
diff erence.
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Masoka Dube

IN response to the recent gender-based 
violence that engulfed South Africa, 
Working on Fire’s (WoF) employees in the 
province held a prayer day last week in an 
attempt to deal with the problem.  

Dressed in black, a moment of silence 
for the victims of gender-based violence 
was held at their provincial boardroom in 
Nelspruit. 

“We will commence to educate and 
assist the fi refi ghters and management 
staff  in various workshops to curb the 
escalation of gender-based violence,” said 
Mpumalanga communications offi  cer, 
Amanda Mthembu.  

She said the social development 
department within the WoF programme 
was also holding gender-based violence 
workshops at fi refi ghting bases in the 
province during this turbulent time. They 
aim to highlight the plight of women and 
children and arming to arm fi refi ghters 
with ways and means to get help or 
help those aff ected in their homes and 
communities.

“If we arm them with knowledge and 
tools to help themselves and anybody 
in need, society would be a better place, 
because they would be able to pass on the 
message in their communities,” said WoF 

Communities stand up against violence raging through SA

 Working on Fire employees pray 
against gender-based violence

social development practitioner, Selaelo 
Makhothwane.   

She said despite information soaked 
up at these workshops, they also get an 
opportunity to enact diff erent scenarios 
and explore all possible ways to deal with 
them.

“Working on Fire is doing its part to 
curb this femicide by looking at ourselves, 
fi xing our outlooks and then joining the 
nation and the world in saying enough is 
enough,” she said.

“It pains me as a mother, as a woman 
and as a South African to hear of such 
horrifi c stories where our children have 
become targets in our country. We simply 
refuse to continue like this,” she said.

“We have an obligation as society to 

protect our children, we need men to 
stand up and work with police to protect 
children and women. 

We call upon men to teach other men 
and boy children to respect and protect 
girls and women now,” Mtshweni-Tsipane 
added.

The premier said time for talking 
had passed and action was needed to 
end the violence. She further urged law 
enforcement agencies to prioritise reported 
cases and instances of gender-based 
violence.

The KLCBT’s Grimbeek said the fi rst 
big step has already been taken and that 
was to encourage women to report cases.

“For too long women were too 
intimidated or too embarrassed to lay 
charges. They sometimes feel they did 
something wrong that led to the rape or 
attack,” she said. “This is probably why 
our crime statistics show such an increase 
in cases. The statistics show reported 
cases, not cases as it happened. More 
cases are getting reported and some of 
them happened a long time ago,” said 
Grimbeek.

“Because victims are feeling more 
empowered to take action, there will be 
less crime, this is just logic, but only the 
beginning. We sit with a long process of 
deprogramming society. All these victims 
who kept quiet had sons and daughters 
that took it as an example that this is how 
it is done,” Grimbeek concluded.

Kruger Lowveld Chamber of Business and 
Tourism Chief Operating O�  cer, Linda 
Grimbeek.

The South African Council of Churches 
provincial secretary Reverend Luke 
Dlamini.

Working on Fire Mpumalanga Provincial sta�  pray for all the gender-based violence that 
is gripping the country.

located in the presidency and co-
chaired by government and civil society 
organisations. 

“The steering committee will co-
ordinate rapid response at national level. 
The plan will be implemented over the 
next six months,” Ramaphosa said.

He called for the joint sitting to 
focus the attention of elected public 
representatives and the nation at large on 
the crisis of gender-based violence 
and femicide.

“To enhance the safety of 
women, we are going to, as 
a matter of urgency, make 
the necessary amendments 
to our laws and policies to 
ensure that perpetrators of 
gender-based violence are 
brought to book. We will 
make substantial additional 
funding available for a 
comprehensive package 
of interventions to make 
an immediate and lasting 

“Cabinet has resolved to direct R1.1bn 
in additional funding in this fi nancial 
year to the comprehensive response to 
gender-based violence. It is government’s 
intention that the funds appropriated 
for this programme will be raised from 
within the current budget allocation and 
will not require additional borrowing,” 
Ramaphosa said. Government will launch 
a mass media campaign that will target 
communities, public spaces, workplaces, 
campuses and schools, as well as 
recreational spaces like taverns. 

“As part of this campaign, we are going 
to provide gender sensitivity training to 
law-enforcement offi  cials, prosecutors, 
magistrates and policy makers, and ensure 
that those who are found in breach of their 
responsibilities in this regard are held to 
account. 

“We will undertake a mass mobilisation 
programme to train and deploy prevention 
activists to all of our 278 municipalities,” 
the President said.

The campaign will focus on men’s 
groups and formations, at risk youth and 
off enders inside prisons. This will be 
matched with prevention education in 

schools. Women’s rights 
and gender power 

relations will 
be part of Life 
Orientation in the 
school curriculum. 
(Source: SA News 
Agency).

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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“CONSIDER it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance fi nish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.” (James 1:2-3).

It neither seems nor sounds insane to 
praise God for the struggles in your life. 
But as James 1:2-3 explains, God puts 
these hardships into your life for a reason. 
God uses them to shape you and mould 

you and refi ne you 
into the person 
He wants you to 
be. He uses them 
to teach you trust 
and perseverance, 
to mature you and 
show you what 
dependence really 
means. 

So, during your 
battles, focus your 
eyes above and 
thank God for the 
opportunity to grow 
and be shaped in his 
image. Trust that 
everything, even the 

Faith is con� dence of things hoped for
Evangelist Sanele Kubheka (Back to God Church, Mahushu)Pastor Mthandeni Mazibuko (Assemblies of God, Dwaleni)076 39 67554

Find purpose in the trials and praise him
lowest of lows, will serve to better you as 
a person and strengthen you as a follower 
of Christ. Know by faith that God will not 
fail you.

Every problem and troubling situation 
believer’s face in this life is allowed by 
God for a specifi c purpose. He is working 
out something far greater than what 
appears to be happening as he guides the 
process of transforming you. Your faith is 
being sharpened as a sword to equip you 
for the battles of this world. The strength 
to endure every painful trial is with you in 
Christ.

If you were to see the spiritual battle 
that is raging around you, you would see 
the army of the living God surrounding 
and protecting you with powerful weapons 
far greater than those who wage against 
you. 

Lift your fears to Him in thankfulness 
and prayer. In so doing, you allow His 
power to be unleashed in your life as he 
takes your struggle and makes it work into 
his perfect plan for you. 

God knows your weaknesses and has 
seen your failures, yet his power is more 
than enough to take you through. You 
may be wounded but you will never be 
destroyed. Trust in God unwaveringly.

FAITH is a complete trust in neither 
something nor a religion.

In the book of Mark, we fi nd a woman 
who had suff ered for 12 years with 
constant bleeding. So she had heard about 
Jesus and believed in her heart “If I can 
only touch his robe, I will be healed.” This 
tells us more about the level of faith she 
had about our Lord Jesus. Now, as she 
touched Jesus’s robe, he realised healing 
power has gone out of him.

She was driven by faith, which is the 
confi dence that what she hoped for will 
happen. Hope gives us assurance about 
things we cannot see. (Hebrews 11:1).

The more you use your arms and legs, 
the more you walk and jog and exercise, 
the stronger and fi tter your muscles 
will become. But if you do not use your 
muscles you will lose its power. That is 
how faith is, faith will grow as you use 
it. The more you use faith, the stronger 
it grows, but this growth is a gradual 
process.

It is like parents with a fi rstborn child. 
They are not disappointed in their baby 
because the baby cannot stand up or run 
a marathon. They do not expect the baby 
to do that either, but they do expect the 
child to grow and become stronger. They 

believe that the baby will start crawling 
then pull himself up and hold on to things 
and fi nally take its fi rst steps. Eventually, 
they know the child will be able to walk 
and run.

Crawl until your time of walking comes, 
then wait upon your season of running.

Pastor Mthandeni 
Mazibuko.

Evangelist Sanele Kubheka.
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JILL Whyte is a woman who goes nuts 
about her profession and who will leave 
no stone unturned to contribute to the 
global macadamia industry.

The chairperson of Green Farms Nut 
Company (GFNC) in White River, was 
named as the Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) 
Mpumalanga Female Exporter of the Year 
and runner-up at the national event.

Aligned to her quest and dedication to 
support the long-term sustainability of 
the macadamia industry (and agricultural 
sector) in South Africa, Whyte has taken 
the decision to invest her full winnings of 
R150 000 into initiatives geared to support 
education in agriculture. 

“I fundamentally believe that the 
agricultural sector is a key cornerstone to 
solving unemployment in South Africa. 
There is no shortage of land, but there 
is a shortage of fi nance and skills. The 
long-term growth and sustainability of the 
sector relies on increasing its skills base. 
We have the opportunity of land resource 
in our country; we have to ensure we 
utilise this wisely over time,” said Whyte. 

GFNC, together with their own farms, 
employs more than 1000 people in rural 
areas. It has grown from processing 80 
tons in a small factory in White River 
to currently handling about 25% (16 
000 tons) of South Africa’s crop in three 
factories across the key growing regions 
of Mpumalanga, Kwazulu-Natal and 
Limpopo. 

The organisation earns signifi cant 
foreign currency for South Africa that 
fi lters through the whole macadamia 
industry. Alongside continued rise in 
global demand for macadamias, there is 
room to grow within the sector, not only at 
production level, but also in creating value 
and products within the broader supply 
chain. 

Whyte said she would donate her prize 
money to the Agri-colleges International’s 
NPO registered bursary fund, Educate to 
Grow and an amount to a Mpumalanga 
educational project focused on agriculture. 
Some of the monies will also be allocated 
to investing into the agricultural education 
of children of staff  employed by the 
broader GFNC processing and farming 
group. 

 Local macadamia 
exporter puts Mpu 
on the map

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Department of Social 
Development has welcomed the 
Constitutional Court judgement that 
criminalises the spanking of children. 

Social development spokesperson, 
Lumka Oliphant, said the judgement 
confi rmed the department’s position that 
the common law defence of reasonable 
chastisement or what is commonly 
referred to as spanking, is unlawful and 
unconstitutional.

According to Oliphant the progressive 
judgement, which upholds the best 
interest of the child as enshrined in the 
Constitution and the Children’s Act further 
confi rms the department’s contention 
that the use of any form of violence to 
discipline children is at variance with the 
supreme law of the land.

“It is also inconsistent with various 
pieces of legislation and regional and 
international obligations that South 
Africa approved and aimed at preventing 
child abuse, neglect and maltreatment, 
and degradation, particularly in a violent 

society such as ours,” said Oliphant.
She added that over the years and 

through child participation initiatives 
such as the annual Nelson Mandela 
Children’s Parliament, South African 
children have been pleading with 
the department as the custodian 
of the Children’s Act to move 
with speed to outlaw the 
reasonable chastisement, which 
they regarded as another form of 
violence against them.

“The judgement is indeed a 
victory for children because 
reasonable chastisement cannot 
be justifi ed as a form of positive 
discipline for children. The 
department is working 
with civil society 
organisations to 
implement the 
White Paper on 
families, which 
proposes 
positive 
parenting 
programmes 
that protect 

DSD welcomes court judgement 
criminalising spanking of children

Jill Whyte, chairperson of Green Farms 
Nut Company in White River, was named 
Mpumalanga Female Exporter of the Year 
and runner-up at the national event.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Mpumalanga Department of 
Education has denied allegations that it 
failed to provide accommodation to more 
than 150 learners at Masinakane Special 
School in Loding Village near Siyabuswa. 

The department’s comment came after 
the leader of the DA in the province, Jane 
Sithole, reported the matter to the Human 
Rights Commission (SAHRC).

It alleged that disabled learners are 
forced to sleep in the classrooms because 
no accommodation is available at the 
school. 

A BUSINESS seminar aimed at 
assisting entrepreneurs to rebuild their 
confi dence and to access opportunities 
and sustain their businesses will be held in 
Mbombela in November.

The organiser of the seminar, Ronny 
Masilela, said the seminar promised to 
be bigger and have a greater impact than 
previously. 

He said the private sector and State 
institutions would be off ering both 
fi nancial and non-fi nancial support 
to businesses, world speakers and 
experienced business persons to empower 
entrepreneurs and make it practical for 

“The school was founded in 2008 as a 
boarding school, but since 2017, the 156 
learners at the school have been sleeping 
in four classrooms because authorities 
have not yet built a hostel for them,” said 
Sithole. 

“Previously, they were using a 
dilapidated hostel at the nearby Mbulawa 
Secondary School, but they had to vacate 
it in 2017 because it was no longer safe 
for them,” she added.

She further said that teachers, parents 
and the school governing body (SGB) 
made the temporary decision to move the 
learners into the classrooms, while the 
department of education promised to make 

many.
“Studies and personal observations 

have repeatedly demonstrated that the 
role played by the small business sector 
(SMMEs) is more central to job creation 
and sustainable livelihoods. There is a lot 
of programmes and support that exist for 
SMMEs, but unfortunately information 
on those does not get to many people 
that desperate need it, and as a result the 
failure rate of SMMEs continue to rise 
year in year out,” said Masilela.

He added that some of the objectives of 
the Mpumalanga Business and Investors’ 
Seminar were to provide a platform for 
businesses to network and expand their 
business through access to fi nance and 
market. 

Disabled learners sleep  in classrooms, department reacts

 Entrepreneurial business seminar to be held in Mbombela 

a plan to build a new hostel.
“Sadly, the department has made no 

eff ort in providing alternative housing 
for these learners, even though it had 
promised to provide mobile classrooms, 
which are also not conducive for learners 
with special needs,” Sithole explained. 

Departmental spokesperson, Jasper 
Zwane, said the school was never built 
to be a boarding school, but the school 
management and parents decided to turn it 
into a boarding facility.

“We did advice the school management 
that the school is not conducive to operate 
as a boarding school for learners with 
disabilities. However, we are currently 
in the process to rehabilitate the school 
so that it can cater for these learners, 
especially those who need special care,” 
he said.  

He further said that the department 
already provided mobile classes that can 
be used by learners and also appointed a 
contractor to renovate the classes in which 
the learners sleep in.

“It is not correct for the DA to say we 
are not doing anything because we have 
taken all the necessary steps. We just want 
to plead with the members of the public 
to be patient and allow all the processes to 
take place,” Zwane concluded.

The seminar would also equip the 
attendees on how to solve complex 
social problems including poverty, 
unemployment and inequality by 
promoting the development of personal 
qualities relevant to entrepreneurship. 

“Some people even think that their 
business ideas will never see the light if 
they do not have funding. The fi rst Annual 
Mpumalanga Business and Investors’ 
Seminar that was held on 17 November 
last year in Nelspruit was attended by 
people from all the three districts of 
Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal 
and Limpopo,” said Masilela. 

He concluded by saying that anyone 
interested to attend can contact him at 071 
743 2468 or at info@ronmas.co.za.

Some of the classrooms that Masinakane Special School use for accommodation.

children from family violence, abuse, 
neglect and exploitation,” explained 

Oliphant. 
She further said the 

department was committed 
to continue to work 
with all stakeholders 
to raise awareness 

and to scale up 
positive parenting 
programmes and other 
interventions that 
uphold the best interest 
of the child as per the 

Constitutional Court 
judgement.

Social development spokesperson, Lumka Oliphant.
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Children’s Parliament, South African 
children have been pleading with 
the department as the custodian 
of the Children’s Act to move 
with speed to outlaw the 
reasonable chastisement, which 
they regarded as another form of 
violence against them.

“The judgement is indeed a 
victory for children because 
reasonable chastisement cannot 
be justifi ed as a form of positive 
discipline for children. The 
department is working 
with civil society 
organisations to 
implement the 
White Paper on 
families, which 
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neglect and exploitation,” explained 
Oliphant. 
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with all stakeholders 
to raise awareness 

and to scale up 
positive parenting 
programmes and other 
interventions that 
uphold the best interest 
of the child as per the 

Constitutional Court 
judgement.
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Adriaan de Beer

THE new Administrative Adjudication 
of Road Traffi  c Off ences (Aarto) Act, 
signed into law by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, despite multiple objections, 
could pose more questions than answers 
when it goes into operation.

The bill was signed into law earlier 
this month and will be implemented 
once the law has been gazetted with a 
commencement date.

Among many burning issues is the 
fact that it will cost those without e-tags 
R1 000 to travel between Johannesburg 
and Pretoria, on a single trip, because 
there will be a fi ne of R250 per gantry on 
Gauteng’s tolled highways. Non-com-
pliant motorists will be instantly turned 
into criminals and fi ned R250 for each 
gantry they pass under without paying.

The new law will also result in the 
setting up of a demerit system for drivers, 
who lose points for traffi  c off ences, which 
may result in the loss of a driving licence.

Drivers of commercial vehicles and 
their employers, who will be fi ned R500 
per gantry transgression, will also attract 
one demerit point per off ence. This means 
many could have their driver’s licences 
suspended within the course of one trip, 
and without a licence, a commercial 
transport driver will be unable to work.

The Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse 
(Outa) said they would legally challenge 
the new bill, while the mini bus taxi 
industry has welcomed the new law.

SA National Taxi Council manager, 
Sifi so Shangase, said he hoped the bill 
could address the high number of crashes 
on the country’s roads. While it would 
also deal with people who never pay their 
fi nes, he hoped taxi drivers would become 
more disciplined drivers. At the same time 
public defi ance of the e-tolling system 
has seen Outa meeting with Transport 
Minister, Fikile Mbalula, to share the 
organisation’s input and views on the 
Gauteng e-toll impasse and to discuss 
solutions. This was the fi rst time since 
the inception of e-tolls that a minister of 
transport has been willing to engage with 
Outa on the e-toll debacle.

Mbalula, who leads a task team 
established by Ramaphosa in July, had 
until the end of August to fi nd a viable 
solution to the e-toll debacle, but failed 
to do so. He was mandated by Cabinet 
to work with Minister of Finance, Tito 
Mboweni and Gauteng Premier, David 
Makhura, to fi nd a solution to the e-toll 
problem.

Outa CEO, Wayne Duvenhage, told 
Mbalula that the e-toll scheme has failed 
and was ineffi  cient and plagued with 
billing and other technical challenges. 
Outa also wanted the Gauteng Freeway 
Improvement (GFIP) construction costs to 

be investigated by an independent inquiry.
Outa has also called for a Road Funding 

Committee to be established, comprising  
the South African National Roads Agency 
(SANRAL), the Construction Industry 
Development Board, the National 
Treasury and civil society, to fi nd 
solutions to SANRAL’s  funding crisis 
and get road construction back on track. It 
has opposed the e-toll system as irrational, 
overpriced, legally fl awed scheme since 
February 2012.

While critics say the Aarto law will 
be used to bully non-paying motorists to 
toe the e-tolling line, it was also revealed 
that operator class vehicle drivers would 
be docked a point from their licences 
and fi ned R500 for every gantry passed 
without paying.

“This means the driver will lose one 
demerit point for a fi ne of R500, while 
motorists driving a light motor vehicle 
will not lose any points but will be fi ned 
R250 for every gantry they pass without 
paying e-tolls,” Fred Nel, DA member of 
the provincial legislature in Gauteng, said.

He said Ramaphosa’s signing of Aarto 
had left Mbalula little room to wiggle 
as he was searching for a solution to the 
estimated 70% non-compliance with 
e-tolls. 

According to SANRAL, 1.49 million 
trips were recorded each day in 2016 
on the Gauteng Freeway Improvement 
Project, which covers 201km between 
Johannesburg, Tshwane and Ekurhuleni, 
with 42 gantries.

Nel said the law was putting businesses 
at risk as truck drivers working for small 
businesses could lose their jobs because 
their licences would be suspended for 
three years if the fi nes were not paid. 
During the suspension period or while a 
single enforcement order was in place, 
the driver would not be allowed to renew 
a vehicle licence, driving licence card or 
professional driving permit.

Outa portfolio manager for transport, 
Rudie Heyneke, said it remained to be 
seen how Aarto would classify the signs 
instructing drivers to pay e-tolls to force 
people to pay. “In toll roads with booms 
you have to stop and pay, but with e-tolls 
you can pass without paying. So the sign 
informs you to pay and, if you do not, then 
you will be fi ned,” he said.

Other opposition to the bill has come 
from the SA Automobile Association 
(AA), which has said the bill was fl awed 
in its current form and would not make SA 
roads any safer, and Justice Project SA, 
which said the new system would “make it 
diffi  cult for anyone accused to prove their 
innocence”.

There are estimated to be about 1.5 
million vehicles owners in Gauteng 
who have refused to become part of the 
electronic tolling system since it began in 
December 2013.

 NEWSHORN celebrates four 
years serving community 

NEWSHORN Media is celebrating its 
fourth birthday this month.

Your popular publication has since 
grown from a free small town publication 
in Malalane to a provincial, across-border 
newspaper, the only of its kind. 

With a team of just two staff  members, 
it won the coveted Kruger Chamber 
of Commerce and Tourism (KLCBT) 
entrepreneurial award in 2017, at the time 
the only provincial paper to have won the 
prestigious award. Today, it boasts offi  ces 
in the Sonpark 
Shopping Centre 
in Nelspruit 
and the staff  
had grown 
considerably 
after being taken 
over by local 
businessman, Dr Protus Dze Kum.  

As more and more requests were 
received to service neighbouring 
countries, NEWSHORN added  
Mozambique and eSwatini (Swaziland) 
to its posse of papers. The government 
considers its services of great importance 
to reach the furthest communities in 
Mpumalanga. Beholden to no one, 
NEWSHORN as an independent and free-
thinking newspaper, had to battle giants 
in the industry. Besides the downturn in 
the economy, NEWSHORN Media had 

become a media and marketing enterprise. 
It off ers a plethora of social media 
products, making it possible for residents 
of all the communities it serves, to be 
updated on relevant, fresh issues and news 
of the day. 

Its distribution and products off ering 
are audited and approved by the national 
Audit Bureau of Circulation (ABC).

NEWSHORN, as a member of the 
KLCBT, is actively involved in the 
community and with sponsorships of 

various schools, 
sporting events 
and community 
and welfare 
programmes.

NEWSHORN 
Media has 
a 137% 

BEE rating and will continue to grow 
with its Good News maxim, ensuring 
Mpumalanga is presented as a viable 
business option and property area for 
out-of-towners. This peoples’ paper will 
always ensure the smaller businesses are 
accommodated through low advertising 
rates and its bigger clients to benefi t 
from all services rendered and best price 
options. As the voice of the people, 
NEWSHORN adheres to the motto of 
working together, we can indeed make a 
diff erence.

Aarto law could drive motorists insane
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Sensational Gugu Ice takes 
music industry by storm

SHE is young, she is vibrant, she is 
multi-talented, she is Mpumalanga’s new 
singing sensation, Gugu Ice.

Mpumalanga’s house music new kid 
on the block is fast proving  to be a force 
to be reckoned with in the entertainment 
industry.  

The 23-year-old Gugu Ice, whose real 
name is Gugulethu Nkambule, hails from 
Lekazi just outside Nelspruit. 

Earlier this month, she released her 
new single titled Angeke, which has since 
dazzled  music lovers throughout the 
province. 

Soon after the release, the song in 
which she has worked with DJ Mnyasa, 
enjoyed the airplay on local radio stations, 
including Mpumalanga’s biggest SABC 
radio station, Ligwalagwala FM, where it 
featured as the song of the week before it 
was released.  

Gugu Ice said the release of her latest 
song was in line with the fi ght against 
women abuse that was rampant in the 
country.

“The message in the song is that 
women, especially young 
women, must stop going to 
places of entertainment 
expecting men to pay for 
them because they end up 
taking advantage of them 
and abuse them. That’s 
where the abuse starts, 
so it is important that we 
take care of ourselves,” 
the beautiful singer 
said.

Although her 
music career 
started in 2017, 
Gugu Ice 
has already 
performed 
in many 
gigs 

throughout the province, and is fast 
becoming a household name in the 
industry with only three songs under her 
belt.

“Since I started to perform with my 
dancers, we are getting booked a lot. 
When we get off  the stage, we often fi nd 
event organisers waiting to book us. They 
love our performance, that is why they are 
always willing to book us,” she said.

The singing star is a versatile artist 
who also does other genres. She has 
tried her hand to acting and sport as well 
but singing remains close to her heart. 
She presented Mpumalanga in rhythmic 
gymnastics and also competed at national 
and international level. 

“I started gymnastics when I was still 
very young, but when I reached 18 years 
I stopped, to focus on other things. I 
am also in possession of mechanical 
engineering and business administration 
qualifi cations,” she said.

“Even though I was singing at church, I 
started to take my singing career seriously 
after I was asked to be part of one of the 

local artists’ music video. When we 
were there we started freestyling, 

and later I got a call that 
they were interested 

to groom me as a 
singer. Since then I 
never looked back,” 

Gugu said. 
She said her 

father was a 
pastor in fulltime 
ministry, and 
he understood 
and supported 
her music 
career. “Both 

my parents have been 
supportive of everything I 

do.”
Gugu can be contacted via her 

social media platforms @Gugu 
Ice or on gnkambule88@gmail.

com or on 072 829 4886.   
She also enjoys working at 

NEWSHORN as an advertising 
sales executive.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane 

Masoka Dube

Masoka Dube

LOCAL comedians, who were part of 
the Spring Month Comedy Show, that was 
hosted at Shabalala over the weekend, 
had the audience in stitches from the fi rst 
minute until the end of the show.   

The well-attended show was hosted by 
well-known local comedian, Innocent 
Mashaba, fondly known as Innomash. 

The show featured actors like Just 
Sam from Holy Comedy Productions, 
Bongani Piano Nkosi, Mozzy, Nozipho 
the Blackrose, Tiyani and Akani as well 
various musicians and poets.  

Talking to NEWSHORN after the 
show, Innomash, who also directed the 
programme, said collaborating with other 
local comedians has allowed him to 
share and celebrate live comedy with his 
audiences.

“I plan to see us grow in all the shows 

SOME of Mpumalanga’s most 
celebrated citizens in the arts will be 
honoured at an event to take place in 
Mbombela from today until Saturday. 

Among the legends are Dr Esther 
Mahlangu and the late renowned 
photographer, Sam Nzima, whose 
artworks will be exhibited at the Riverside 
and I’langa malls. The exhibition will 
be followed by the Night of Legends at 
the Emnotweni Arena from tomorrow, 
in which the Mpumalanga Provincial 
Government will honour Nzima, 
Nothembi Mkhwebane, Ray Phiri, Dr 
Mahlangu and Masibuyele KuJehova.

“The Arts of Legends is about 
celebrating and honouring these artists, 
who have put the province on the map and 
also made their marks in their respective 
fi elds over the years,” the department’s 
Sibongile Nkosi said.

The Night of Legends will see Princess 
Indlovukazi and Karabo Mogane showing 
the country that the province’s musical 
future is in good hands. Nkosi added that 
the Art of Legends would celebrate local 

Comedians keep audience in stitches

 Event to honour Mpumalanga legends
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Some of the audience who attended the Spring Month Comedy Show.

that we are still going to host, especially in 
our province. 

Our main goal is to make sure that we 
accommodate people of all ages, since we 
do not use strong language in our shows 
so that even Christian pastors and kids 
can attend and laugh with us,” explained 
Innomash. 

He further called on entertainers in the 
province, especially those based in the 
Lowveld, to work together and support 
one another when they stage events. He 
also urged them to ensure that the growing 
comedy industry does not die due to 
greediness. 

Nomcebo Zimbili told NEWSHORN 
that she enjoyed the show and had an 
awesome time. “The comedians were 
good on stage and made sure the audience 
laugh until to the end of the show. It was 
well worth the money we paid. I could 
barely breathe it was so funny and I 
laughed until I had stomach cramps.”

people and it will also be used to inspire 
the youth to follow their dreams so that 
they can emulate these industry giants. 

“Nzima and Phiri might no longer be 
with us but their works continue to inspire 
people the world over,” Nkosi said. 

The event will conclude with a picnic 
concert at Nelspruit Botanical Gardens 
on Saturday (28 September) and it will 
feature Caiphus Semenya, Tsepo Tshola, 
Mbongeni Ngema, Stimela and Nothembi 
Mkhwebane. 

“Six Mpumalanga artists, Blu Lamp, 
The Buddiez, Somkhathi, Good News, 
Somakhawula Kameelrivier Boys, Intombi 
Zejamo and Chilla Flames will collaborate 
with Tsepo Tshola, Stimela and Nothembi 
Mkhwebane. This will see local artists 
share the stage with the legends, Nkosi 
added.

“Stimela will collaborate with Blu 
Lamp, The Buddiez and Somkhathi. 
Nothembi Mkhwebane will collaborate 
with Good News, Somakhawula 
Kameelrivier Boys. Tshepo Tshola will 
collaborate with Intombi Zejamo and 
Chilla Flames. The legends and artists 
have already started with rehearsals for 
the picnic concert,” Nkosi concluded.

The new kid on the block, Gugu Ice, is taking audiences by storm.

women abuse that was rampant in the 
country.

“The message in the song is that 
women, especially young 
women, must stop going to 
places of entertainment 
expecting men to pay for 
them because they end up 
taking advantage of them 
and abuse them. That’s 
where the abuse starts, 
so it is important that we 
take care of ourselves,” 
the beautiful singer 
said.

Although her 
music career 
started in 2017, 
Gugu Ice 
has already 
performed 
in many 
gigs 

were there we started freestyling, 
and later I got a call that 

they were interested 
to groom me as a 
singer. Since then I 
never looked back,” 

Gugu said. 
She said her 

father was a 
pastor in fulltime 
ministry, and 

my parents have been 
supportive of everything I 

do.”
Gugu can be contacted via her 

social media platforms @Gugu 
Ice or on gnkambule88@gmail.

com or on 072 829 4886.   
She also enjoys working at 

NEWSHORN as an advertising 
sales executive.
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 Public transport operators join 
eSwatini strike over cost of living

PUBLIC Sector Associations 
(PSAs) in eSwatini on Monday 
engaged on a three-day strike 
action, aimed at forcing the 
government to pay them their 
7.25% Cost of Living Adjustment 
(CoLA).

Late Monday afternoon, 
transport operators declared that 
they would also be joining the 
PSA’s strike. The strike action, 
which has been looming for the 
past 18 months, could continue 
to at least the end of the week, 
although the Swaziland Transport 
Council (STC) said transport 
would be available as usual.

The STC had called a 
press conference at eSwatini 
Commercial Amadoda offi  ces in 
Manzini, where they announced 
that public transport users should 
be assured that transport would be 
available for the rest of the week.

Sihlangu Nhlabatsi, chairman 
of the council, allayed fears that 
public transport operators would 
not be part of today’s PSAs strike 
action, saying it will operate as 
normal. However, he stated that 
if by any chance members of 
the PSAs are seen 
utilising public 

transport, they would have hired it 
for transportation.

Nhlabatsi warned public 
transport operators who would 
join in the strike, that the council 
was relying on the Royal eSwatini 
Police Services (REPS) to ensure 
safety and security in the country.

He further stated that the 
transport sector would like to 
disassociate itself from reports that 
they will not transport PSAs who 
will be on strike. 

Nhlabatsi noted that the council 
has respect for the union that was 
responsible for their own members, 
“but for them to publicly announce 
that they will not provide transport 

Sta�  Reporter

Adriaan de Beer

JUDGE Mokgoathleng 
reserved judgement in the hate 
speech case Solidarity brought 
against the Black First Land 
First (BLF), which was heard 
in the Equality Court last 
week.

“We are very positive about 
the  proceedings. Solidarity 
is looking forward to the 
judge ment and we believe 
that justice should prevail 
for the Hoërskool Driehoek’s 
parents and that racists like 
Andile Mnxitana and the BLF 
must be admonished,” said 
Solidarity’s Head of Legal 
Services, Anton van der Bijl.

Adv Dirk Groenewald 
argued in court that to date no 
apology has been made before 
the court and that the BFL is 
merely defending its position, 
refusing to admit guilt. 

BLF leader, Andile 
Mnxitana, acted on behalf 
of the respondents and after 
several failed attempts to 
convince the judge of his 
political ideology, he asked the 
court to take into account in its 
ruling that their organisation 
is a revolutionary one that is 
“bankrupt because of white 
privilege”.

“To assume that the 
statements the BLF made 

BLF case judgement reserved

WWW.RACUS.CO.ZA/

about the Driehoek tragedy 
would not be harmful or 
painful for the victims’ 
parents is preposterous, and 
any counter-argument would 
be absurd,” Adv Groenewald 
argued during proceedings.

Solidarity fi led the hate 
speech charge against the 
party at the Equality Court 
on 14 February, after being 
given a mandate by the 
parents of the Driehoek 
school tragedy victims. 

The fi rst appearance was 
due on 22 August this year 
but was postponed as the 
BLF did not show up for the 
case.

The charge followed after 
BLF spokesperson, Lindsay 
Maasdorp, had celebrated on 
social media the tragic death 
of four young learners. 

He wrote: “I would 
‘mourn’ the deaths of the 
victims if they turned out to 
be black but ‘celebrate’ them 
if they were white…” 

He carried on: “If our 
God has fi nally intervened 
and our ancestors have 
petitioned and seen that 
these white land thieves 
have now died then I 
defi nitely celebrate it. I 
celebrate the death of our 
enemies, their children, their 
cats and their dogs. That is 
our position.”

Sihlangu Nhlabatsi.

INTERNATIONAL BRIEFS

NATIONAL BRIEFS

Dumping the burgers and soft drinks on 
the rise 
FEARS about the climate crisis is 
encouraging a drop in spending on meat 
and soft drinks. A new study by the data 
analytics fi rm, Kantar, showed that there 
were “small reductions in spending on 
meat, bottled drinks and categories such 
as beauty wipes”. Of the 24 countries 
polled, no African state was included. - DM

Kremlin say super spy was fi red years 
ago 
THE Russian government has claimed that 
a supposed CIA spy had been fi red years 
before he was safely ensconced back 
in the US. The US claimed that a high-
level informant had been feeding them 
information for decades, a claim which the 
Kremlin dubbed “pulp fi ction”. - DM

Bolton brushed out the White House
DONALD Trump has fi red his third 
National Security Adviser, John Bolton last 
week. 

Bolton had, according to Trump and 
various White House sources, disagreed 
with the president on critical foreign aff airs 
topics, including Iran and Afghanistan.

North West ANC councillors’ homes 
gutted  
ANGER over a failure to deliver basic 
infrastructural improvements was believed 
to be the reason behind the burning down 
of several houses in the North West 
province last week. 
Of eight houses torched, six belonged 
to councillors from the City of Matlosana 
(Klerksdorp). - DM

Mashaba stonewalls Sandton Gautrain 
water woes 
JO’BURG mayor, Herman Mashaba, 
has defended the decision by the 
Johannesburg City to cut water supply 
from the Sandton Gautrain station. 

Trump promises support for Middle 
East post attack 
SUFFERING a strike on Saudi Arabia’s 
oil facilities has prompted US President 
Donald Trump to pledge support for its 
Middle Eastern allies. Global oil soared in 
price since last week on the back of the 
attacks, which the US have accused Iran 
of perpetrating. - DM

Listeria deaths in Spain 
SPAIN has its own listeriosis outbreak. 
There have been several deaths and 
hundreds more have been reported ill 
with a listeria crisis emerging in Spain. 
The outbreak was traced to a packaged 
pork producer in the South of Spain and 
appeared to be concentrated in Andalusia. 
- DM

Nigerian army closes NGO in Maiduguri
THE Nigerian military has forced Action 
Against Hunger to close its doors in north-
eastern Nigeria after what it called “aiding” 
Boko Haram. 
The military released a statement last 
Thursday accusing AAH of providing food 
and medicine to Boko Haram militants, 
thereby justifying the closure of its 
Maiduguri branch. - DM

According to various news reports, the 
property, owned by a company linked to 
Regiments Capital, owed several million 
Rand in utilities. 
Mashaba clearly stated that “this type of 
activity may have been condoned under 
previous administrations in the city, but it 
will not be allowed under my watch”. – DM

Blue Label’s expensive adventure
THE R6 billion write-down of its investment 
into Cell C and subsequent destruction of 
shareholder value raise questions about 
Blue Label’s capital allocation strategy. 
But there appears to be a plan to save Cell 
C, at least, for which shareholders will be 
grateful. – DM

is far from the truth as the vehicles 
involved are not owned by them”. 

He further emphasised that 
transport will be available during 
the days of the strike on a normal 
schedule basis as they endeavour 
to fulfi l their mandate to provide 
the service to the public.

“Transport operators are aware 
of the requirements of providing 
services for trips or organised 
groups and are advised to adhere 
to the Road Transportation Act 
to avoid ill treatment of their 
customers,” he warned.

PSA members and various 
transport operators meanwhile said 
the strike was planned a long time 
ago, in fact, they wanted to stage 
it during the period of the national 
elections last year.

However, they were persuaded 
not to do so until they allowed the 
newly-elected government time to 
settle into offi  ce. They reluctantly 
gave in but declared that they will 
embark in a mother of all strikes in 
February this year.  

Again, government fought this 
action by going to the Industrial 
Court, where judgement was not 
delivered until July this year, 
where they were given a green 
light to engage in such an action.
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DIT is nie waar dat kinders nie meer 
geleer word om te kan spel nie.

Die Laerskool Nelspruit (Nellies) het 
hierdie stelling bewys toe agt van die 
skool se leerders puik presteer het tydens 
die Almal Kan Afrikaans Spel (AKAS) 
inisiatief wat deur die departement van 
onderwys gereël word. 

Die doel van die spelling-kompetisie 
is om leerders se woordeskat en spelling 
te verbeter. Die kompetisie het in 2016 
ontstaan om leerders in Afrikaans te 
motiveer om te spel, lees en te praat.

Twee leerders in elke graad moes 
hulself uitpresteer om aan die projek te 
kon deelneem en daarna het ongeveer 180 

BASIC Education Minister, Angie 
Motshekga, this week encouraged 
learners, who will be writing the 2019 
matric examinations, to ensure that they 
use the remainder of their time to study.

The National Senior Certifi cate (NSC) 
examinations are about a month away, 
with the fi rst exam to be written on 23 
October.

Motshekga said they expected 624 
733 full-time candidates and 176 110 
part-time candidates to sit for this year’s 
matric examinations at 8 000 examination 
centres. 

“In terms of system readiness, we have 
been closely tracking each of the nine 
provinces in terms of learner performance 
data and curriculum coverage, as well as 
other areas of interest,” said Motshekga.

“As a sector, we are becoming much 
more empirical about the way we monitor 
the system. The DBE and Provincial 
Education Departments (PEDs) continue 
to harness eff orts to appropriately support 
the Class of 2019. Every learner must be 
aff orded the best possible opportunity to 
achieve a National Senior Certifi cate,” she 
said.

Last push initiatives are being 
implemented across the country, based on 
learner performance in the preliminary 
examinations. 

“As a sector, we are cautiously 

 Almal kan Afrikaans spel in Nellies

 Matrics urged to pull up socks before exams

GRADE 10 and 11 learners, who have 
won the provincial part of the Schools 
Moot Court Competition, will represent 
the province at a national competition that 
will take place this week in Gauteng. 

The fi nal of the provincial phase of the 
competition was hosted last week in the 
Mpumalanga High Court in Nelspruit. 

The competition was organised by 
the Human Rights Commission in 
collaboration with the Mpumalanga 
Department of Justice. The competition 
aims to test learners’ knowledge and 
understanding of human rights issues. 

Learners who won the provincial round 
of the competition are Moselenyane 
Tomas and Mthimkhulu Siphesihle from 
Siyifunile Secondary School, Maseko 
Thokozani from Mehlwane Secondary, 
Mahlangu Lwazi from Mabande High, 
Mamba Mncobi and Dlamini Siyandziswa 
from Mountain Valley High, Maseko 
Samkelisiwe from Higveld High and 
Ndimande Sibongile from Siyifunile 
Secondary School.

“The provincial oral rounds are 

intended to provide a unique opportunity 
for learners to present their legal 
arguments over a human rights case 
study as counsel teams for both the 
applicants and respondents against each 
other in front of a set of judges who 
will be assessing their advocacy skills 
and general oral presentation,” said the 
Human Rights Commission advocacy and 
communication offi  cer, Margeret Salila.

The panel of judges comprised Judge 
Bruce Langa and Acting Judge Henk 
Roelofse, both from the Mpumalanga 
High Court Division; Thembi Mawelele, 
an attorney from TEM Attorneys and 
Eric Mokonyama from the Human Rights 
Commission, while the gallery consists of 
educators and parents. 

“The fi rst phase of the competition was 
about essay writing, which qualifi ed the 
learners to go through the oral round. 
From here, eight learners were selected for 
the national round,” Salila said.

“Those who win at the national round 
will represent the country in Poland. 
These learners are not representing their 
schools but the province, and if elected 
nationally they will, therefore, represent 
the country,” said Salila. 

Future lawyers to represent 
province in competition

leerders van verskeie skole in die Laeveld 
aan die AKAS deelgeneem.

Die fi nale rondte het vroeër 
vandeesmaand plaasgevind by Laerskool 
Nelspruit en die skool se onderwysers kan 
hulself op die skouer klop na die leerders 
se uitstekende prestasies. 

UITSLAE: 
Graad 4 Engels Addisionele Taal (EAT): 
Feziwe Nkosi (vierde); Graad 4 Afrikaans 
Hooftaal (AHT): Abigail van Zyl (eerste) 
en Nasya Wevell (vierde).
Graad 5 EAT: Tiago Dias (derde); Graad 
5AHT: Vian Louw (eerste) en Zané Nel 
(tweede).
Graad 6 EAT: Tamzyn Pelser (tweede); 
Graad 7 EAT: Kwandokuhle Mhlongo 
(eerste).

optimistic that all of these eff orts will 
translate into improved outcomes in the 
2019 examinations,” Motshekga added.

She called on all stakeholders in the 
education sector to ensure that learners 
have identity documents (ID’s) available, 
for many reasons. 

“Learners who write examinations 
without ID’s often experience problems 
after the examinations, as Umalusi will 
not certify learners who do not have IDs. 
Learners cannot access social services 
without that. 

“Home Aff airs will be working closely 
with the education departments in the 
various provinces to drive advocacy and 
to encourage learners to get documented, 
as it has major implications on various 
aspects of education,” Motshekga said.

Meanwhile, prospective students hoping 
to study through the National Student 
Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) have been 
urged to take advantage of the NSFAS 
2020 application roadshows to apply for 
funding.

NSFAS provides funding to applicants 
from poor and working-class families. 
All applicants who meet the NSFAS 
requirements need to apply for funding 
before the closing date. 

NSFAS benefi ciaries also need to 
complete and submit the application 
as soon as possible to ensure timeous 
consideration of their applications. 

Applications opened on 1 September 
and close on 30 November at midnight.

Grade 12 learners are encouraged to pull up their socks in this year’s � nal matric exams.
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DP Badenhorst, sportspesialis: atletiek, 
van die Hoërskool Nelspruit het vertrek na 
Doha in Quatar as lid van die spanbestuur 
van die Atletiek Suid-Afrika-groep wat 
van Vrydag (27 September) tot 6 Oktober 
aan die Atletiek Wêreld Kampioenskappe 
gaan deelneem.

Die Khalifa Internasionale stadion 
maak gereed vir 2000 atlete van 213 lande 
wat gedurende hierdie 10 dae om goue 
medaljes gaan meeding. 

Die SA-span van 31 atlete bestaan uit 
26 mans en vyf vroue en die groep word 
gelei deur die wêreldkampioen, Luvo 
Manyonga, wat sy titel in die verspring sal 
verdedig. 

Suid-Afrika het algeheel derde geëindig 
in die medaljetabel tydens die 2017 IAAF 
Wêreldkampioenskappe in Londen, toe 
hulle drie goue medaljes (Manyonga in 
die verspring vir mans, Caster Semenya in 
die 800m vir vroue en Wayde van Niekerk 
in die 400m vir mans), een silwer (Van 
Niekerk, 200m vir mans) en twee brons 
medaljes huis toe gebring het (Samaai in 
die verspring, en Semenya in die 1 500m).

 DP by atletiek wêreld-
kampioenskappe

DIE Laerskool Witrivier se leerders was 
die afgelope twee weke aan die kook in 
sport en kultuur-aktiwiteite.

Drie van die skool se landloopatlete, 
Julius Hattingh (o/10), 
Sheba Sithole (o/12) 
en Mardus Hattingh 
(o/10), het Saterdag 
aan die SA Skole 
Landloopkampioenskappe 
op Witrivier deelgeneem. 
(FOTO EEN). 

Flip, drielingbroer 
van Julius en Mardus, 
kon toe nie vir die SA’s 
gekwalifi seer nie omdat 
hy moes onttrek weens ‘n 
besering wat hy tydens 
die Mpumalanga skole 
kampioenskappe 

opgedoen het.
Twee van die skool se redenaars 

gaan aan die Radikale Nasionale 
Finaal deelneem wat op 12 Oktober by 
Constantia Park in Pretoria gehou word. 
(FOTO TWEE).

Christiaan Stander (Gr 1 en o/7) 
en Megan van den 
Heever (Gr 4 en o/10) is 
onderskeidelik ingeskryf 
vir lees: prosa en vir die 
afdeling, tweetalig.

Die skool is ook trots op 
Tyla van Zyl en Megan van 
den Heever wat verlede 
Saterdag deelgeneem 
het aan die Mpumalanga 
Sprint Gala in Nelspruit. 
Tyla het derde geëndig in 
die 100m vlinderslag en 
Megan derde in die 50m 
vlinderslag. 
(FOTO DRIE).

 Laerskool Witrivier leerders presteer puik

Mieke Pauer, Willie Wessels en Adrian 
Duvenhage is gekies om Mpumalanga te 
verteenwoordig by die SAJCC 2019 (SA 
Skaakkampioenskappe) wat in Oktober 
plaasvind te Pretoria. Laerskool Nelspruit 
is baie trots op die drie slimkoppe en wens 
hulle sukses toe.

Theuns Meyer van Laerskool Nelspruit het 
laasweek vanaf Woensdag tot Saterdag in 
Bloemfontein vir die Pumas 0/13A Sewes 
Cravenweek Rugbyspan uitgedraf. Die 
kranige sportman blink ook uit in die 15-
man kode.

NIE minder nie as 12 
krieketspelers van die 
Laerskool Nelspruit 
(Nellies) is gekies vir die 
onderskeie Mpumalanga 
Rhino krieketspanne. Op 
die foto is, heelbo van links: 
Hanru van der Merwe, 
Luan Siebritz, Tiago Dias, 
Nico Meyer, Jovan Hartman 
en Vaughn van Zyl. Bo is 
Janco Breyl, Waldemar 
Graham, John Duncan, Hugo 
Liversage, Nathan Duncan 
en Theuns Meyer.

DIE Hoërskool Rob Ferreira het nie minder nie as 11 landloop-atlete opgelewer in die 
Mpumalanga-span. Die langasems is, voor van links, Chalize Batista, Zanele Sehole, 
Kgomotsegang Mosiako en Nicky Nel. Agter is Mpho Mashego, Sibusisio Malapane, Moses 
Schatz, Caleb Taylor, Charles Jattingh, Thapelo Segage en Marco Janse van Rensburg.

NIE minder nie as 12 

DIE Hoërskool Rob Ferreira het nie minder nie as 11 landloop-atlete opgelewer in die 

 Mpumalanga kampioene 
op pad SA’s toe

Theuns speel vir Pumas 
by Cravenweek

 Nellies se seuns in puik vorm op  krieketvelde

Rob Ferreira spog met 11 in provinsiale landloopspan

 Nellies wen goud en brons in hokkie 

DIE Laerskool Nelspruit (Nellies) se 0/12A seuns hokkiespan 
is laasnaweek in Middelburg as Mpumalanga kampioene 
aangewys, terwyl die 0/13A dogters algeheel derde geeïndig het.
Nellies was baie goed verteenwoordig tydens die � nale met vyf 
uit ses van die skool se spanne wat tot die � nale deurgedring het. 
Die seuns 0/13A en dogters en 0/12A het in die algehele sewende 
plek en die dogters 0/11A in die 11de plek geeïndig. 
Op die foto hiernaas is agter, van links: JV Breytenbach 
(doelwagter), John-Robert de Clerck (kaptein), John Duncan, 
Kim Strydom (afrigter), Vaughn Van Zyl, Jon Grobler en Joshua 
Fincham. Voor is Janco Breyl, Eduan Naudé, Stefan Blom, 
Waldemar Graham, Mendel Smook, Jacques Bouwer, Kurt Bosho�  
en Wihan Lemprechts.
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FAF de Klerk, rated by many 
connoisseurs as the best scrumhalf in 
world rugby, has exhibited his immense 
talent again on Saturday, depite losing 
23-13 to New Zealand in their opening 
match of the Rugby World Cup in Japan. 

The two teams went into the match 
with an even record at World Cups, both 
sides having won twice each across 
their four previous meetings at the RWC 
spectacle.

Saturday’s opening game between 
defending world champions New 
Zealand and the ‘Boks in Yokohama 
was the most highly anticipated match 
of the opening weekend at the RWC. 

However, terrible refereeing by 
Frenscman Jerome Garces, was the main 
reason that the ‘Boks lost the game. 

Springbok head coach, Rassie 
Erasmus, last week urged referees to be 
unbiased and said he was “hopeful” that 
Garces would treat the Pool B Test in 
an “open-minded” manner. He claimed 
“referees can have too much respect for 
the All Blacks”.

Erasmus was spot on, as Garces 
nailed the Springboks to such an 
extent that even Nic Mallet afterwards 
called his refereeing “scandalous”. The 
former Springbok and Italian coach, 

Adriaan de Beer and SuperSport rugby commentator, 
mentioned at least eight “terrible 
mistakes” by the referee against the 
Springboks. 

His his fellow commentators at 
SuperSport, including former Springbok 
caption and World Cup winner, John 
Smit, agreed.

De Klerk was born in Nelspruit and 
attended Laerskool Bergland, where 
the foundation for his rugby playing 
career was laid. Even at a young age his 
persistence and fearlessness impressed 
his coaches as he excelled in the 
scrumhalf position.

He attended Hoërskool Waterkloof 
in Pretoria, where, De Klerk’s love 
for rugby grew as he began evolving 
his trademark tenacious demeanour, 
outperforming his peers. 

De Klerk often rotated between 
scrumhalf and fl yhalf, and it was his 
time as a high school number 10, which 
still gives him the confi dence to kick, 
a strong skill he uses on the fi eld to 
control the game from the scrumhalf 
position.

Undoubtedly South Africa’s number 
one scrumhalf, he also represented the 
Pumas in the Currie Cup and Vodacom 
Cup. He was included in the Lions 
squad for the 2014 Super Rugby season 
and since then went on to play for the 
Lions.
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Nelspruit’s De Klerk 
shines despite 
Springbok de feat

Nelspruit-born Faf de Klerk in action in Saturday’s thrilling RWC opening game against 
New Zealand. Although the ‘Boks lost 23-13, De Klerk was yet again one of the stars in 
the green and gold out� t. (PHOTO: JOHAN ORTON / SASPA).

Adriaan de Beer

DIE Mpumalanga T20-fi naal tussen die 
Hoërskool Nelspruit (NHS) en Cambridge 
Academy van Witbank het vir opwindende 
krieket gesorg.

Die wedstryd, wat op NHS se tuisveld 
gespeel is, is met naelskraap met twee 
paaltjies deur Cambridge gewen.

Nellies het die loot gewen en besluit om 
eerste te kolf. Die openingskolwer, Chyle 
van Zyl, het slegs twee lopies aangeteken 
voordat hy deur Arno Janse van Rensburg 
uitgevang is vanaf die boulwerk van Dian 
Eicker. Danksy ‘n skitterende beurt deur 
die kaptein, Jacques Vosloo, het Nellies ‘n 
reuse-totaal van 185 in hul 20 beurte op 
die telbord geplaas. Vosloo het 92 van net 
51 balle aangeteken en het 10 viere en vier 
sesse geslaan. Cambridge se Zuan Swart 
het die Nellies onder druk geplaas en 
eindig sy boulbeurt met drie paaltjies vir 
slegs 25 lopies in vier beurte.

 NHS verloor Mpumalanga T20 krieket 
� naal in spannende wedstryd

Cambridge het daarna vinnig lopies 
aangeteken. Maar die Nellies se boulers 
het ook nie teruggehou nie en na die 15de 
beurt reeds vyf paaltjies geneem vir 131 
lopies. Die besoekers het toe nog 55 lopies 
van net 30 balle benodig. 

Dit was egter Nathan du Toit (48 lopies 
van 26 balle) en Arno Janse van Vuuren 
(45 lopies van 33 balle) se skitterende 
kolfbeurte wat Cambridge naby aan 
die wentelling gebring het. Renier 
Holtshausen het drie paaltjies vir 28 lopies 
in 2.5 boulbeurte aangeteken.

Die wedstryd het tot ‘n spannend 
geeindig met die besoekers wat net sewe 
lopies in die laaste beurt benodig het. 
NHS se boulers en veldwerkers kon egter 
nie die lopies keer nie. 

NHS speel volgende week (3 tot 6 
Oktober) in die nasionale Noord-Suid T20 
toernooi in Pretoria. NHS is saam met 
Hoërskool Menlopark, Wynberg Boys’ 
High School en Northwood in Groep C 
geloot.


