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POLICE are investigating cases of 
murder and arson after the death of a 
95-year-old grandmother in Matenteng 
and a man in Hluvukani, both allegedly 
involved in witchcraft.

A 39-year-old man from Matenteng 
in Bushbuckridge is expected to 
appear in the Bushbuckridge 
Magistrate’s Court again, 
after being charged with 
the murder of his 95-year-
old grandmother. 

He wasn’t asked to 
plead and did not apply 
for bail. 

According to the police, 
a preliminary investigation 
shows that the man has 
forced his grandmother, Maria 
Mashego, into her house and 
attacked her with a shovel, 
after he allegedly accused her 
of practising withchcraft and 
“bewitching” him.

The old woman’s son (the alleged 
killer’s father), said he heard his mother 

screaming and rushed to the house, where 
he claimed his son was hitting the old 
woman with a shovel. He said his son 
threatened to kill him too.  

“The father ran out of the house to seek 
assistance from the neighbours and when 
he returned he found the body of his 
mother outside the house,” Mpumalanga 
provincial police spokesperson, Brigadier 

Leonard Hlathi, said. “It has been 
reported that the grandson 

murdered her after accusing 
her of bewitching him,” 
he said.

Police were called and 
the suspect was arrested 
at the scene. 

In another incident, 
community members 

of Hluvukani in 
Bushbuckridge reportedly 

torched a house in which a 
man was killed after the 
inhabitants were 
also accused of 
practising witchcraft. 

Grandson kills 
‘witchcraft’ 
granny (95)

The shovel that was used 
to kill the old woman.
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

THE ANC Women’s League in the province took to the streets of Mbombela last week in a march 
against gender-based violence in the country. Hundreds of women, dressed in black, marched 
to the Nelspruit Police Station where they handed over a memorandum of dissent to the police. 
The country is currently caught in a grip of gender-based violence. In addressing the nation 
last week, President Cyril Ramaphosa promised to “� ght to win the war against woman abuse”, 
without divulging how the government was going to address the issue. 
See more stories  on page 5.

THE ANC Women’s League in the province took to the streets of Mbombela last week in a march 

Women march against gender violence
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WA group empowers youth
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

A GROUP of young people from Marite 
in Bushbuckridge is using WhatsApp 
(WA) to run a community development 
project in which they assist each other to 
fi nd jobs, bursaries, sharing of business 
ideas and other related topics. 

The founder of the group, Carol 
Mashiloane, told NEWSHORN  that 
she decided to form the group after she 
realised that most of the young people in 
the area have easier access to WA than any 
other social media platform.

Mashiloane said since they realised that 
using the app was cheap, they capitalised 

on that and use it to run their community 
development project known as Marite 
Youth Development.

“The project aims to develop our 
community since we realised that most 
of the young people are struggling 
to continue with their studies after 
completing grade 12 due to lack of 
information,” said Mshiloane. 

She said the internet sometimes gave 
wrong information which gave them the 
opportunity to post the correct information 
about certain topics. WA also off ered the 
opportunity to distribute and read alerts 
immediately, she said.

“It is on the phone, unlike other social 
media networks where one will need 
to log in before they see the alerts and 
sometimes due to newsfeed they might 
not see it. Gone are the days were people 
will go to other provinces to search for a 
job and they don’t even know where to 
start looking. With this initiative, they can 
apply while they are still at home and only 
go to that area when they are called for an 
interview or are hired,” she said. 

While they were planning to meet the 
group members to share information, she 
appealed to business people, unemployed 
people, students and community members 
to join the group. Eugen Mathebula is 
one of the successful people who got a 
permanent job through the group.

“I got a job alert via the group and I 
applied and went through the assessment 
and they eventually employed me. People 
must keep in mind that we can’t be 
everywhere at the same time, so we need 
groups like this to share information,” he 
told NEWSHORN. Innocent Mokoena, 
who got a learnership through the group, 
said: “I am now doing my learnership 
because of this group, after waiting for 
two years.”

Don’t take law in own hands - Nonyane

• NewsHorn (Pty) 
Ltd is a 100% 
black-owned  
independent 
newspaper with 
a BEE rating of 
137%.

DISCLAIMER:

NewsHorn (Pty) Ltd and 
its subsidiaries do not 
take any responsibility 
for incorrect or false 
adver� sing. Any 
claims made in any 
adver� sement and/or 
advertorial,  (in print or 
online), are those of 
the adver� ser only.

“God is my Saviour; I will trust Him and not be afraid. The LORD gives me power and 
strength; He is my Saviour.” - GNB

General Manager
Dr Protus dze Kum

Consultant Coordinator
Adriaan de Beer

adriaan@newshorn.co.za | 061-347-7963

Editor in Chief
Alex Rose-Innes

alex@newshorn.co.za

Editor / News Editor
Masoka Dube

masoka@newshorn.co.za | 071-545-0895

IT Manager
Deneys Nieuwoudt

deneys@newshorn.co.za

Sales Manager
Amanda Joubert 

amanda@newshorn.co.za | 074-950-2616

Sales Executives
André Brummer

andre@newshorn.co.za | 081-704-8591

Raylee Botha 
raylee@newshorn.co.za | 072-796-2936

Gugu Nkambule 
gugu@newshorn.co.za | 072-829-4886

Journalists
Dex Sibiya

dex@newshorn.co.za | 071-418-9770

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane
tumelo@newshorn.co.za | 072-314-7925

Layout & Design
Rare Gra� x

info@rare-gra� x.co.za | 062-278-8783

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Police have arrested two suspects who 

were positively linked to the incident.
Acornhoek police cluster 

spokesperson, Captain Mpho Nonyane, 
called on community members to 
refrain from taking the law into their 
own hands by attacking people accused 
of witchcraft and warned that they 
would be dealt with harshly. 

“We are very concerned about this 
kind of cases in our area because 
people accused others of witchcraft 
and just attack or kill them. They 
must unite to stop the attacks,” said 
Nonyane.

All the suspects who stand accused 
of the attacks are to appear again in 
court later this month  to apply for bail.

So you want me to



3Wednesday 25 September 2019

Raylee on 072-796-2936 or raylee@newshorn.co.za

COMMUNITY NEWS

 Municipality, traditional council 
clash heads over land distribution

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane and Adriaan de Beer

A FEUD has broken out between the 
Bushbuckridge Local Municipality (BLM) 
and the Kgarudi Traditional Council, over 
the selling of land in Tennis, near Injaka 
Dam. The BLM has distanced itself from 
what it calls the illegal selling of land for 
residential and business purposes at Farm 
Beestekraalspruit 270 KU. 

Municipal communication manager, 
Aubrey Mnisi, said the municipality did 
not receive any application from people 
who wanted to use the land in question. 
He warned that any structure built there, 
would immediately be demolished. 
But Kgarudi Traditional Council chief,  

Stephen Mogane, said  he did not 

need permission from the municipality 
to “share my land with my people”. He 
confi rmed that they are indeed selling 
these sites.

“We sold a lot of sites before and they 
(the municipality) never complained 
because their responsibility is to bring us 
the necessary services, not to tell us where 
and how we should share our land because 
we are not stealing it,” said Mogane.

However, Mnisi remains adamant that 
the selling of the properties is illegal, 
calling it a scam.

“We are urging community members 
not to fall for the scam as no application 
for development and settlement on that 
piece of land was made as required in 
the terms of the Spatial Planning Land 
Use Management Act (SPLUMA) read 
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THE Department of Social Development 
has welcomed the Constitutional Court 
judgement that criminalises the spanking 
of children. 

Social development spokesperson, 
Lumka Oliphant, said the judgement 
confi rmed the department’s position that 
the common law defence of reasonable 
chastisement or what is commonly 
referred to as spanking, is unlawful and 
unconstitutional.

According to Oliphant the progressive 
judgement, which upholds the best 
interest of the child as enshrined in the 
Constitution and the Children’s Act further 
confi rms the department’s contention 
that the use of any form of violence to 
discipline children is at variance with the 
supreme law of the land.

“It is also inconsistent with various 
pieces of legislation and regional and 
international obligations that South Africa 
approved and aimed at preventing child 
abuse, neglect and maltreatment, and 
degradation, particularly in a violent 

Social Development Department welcomes court 
judgement criminalising spanking of children

Social development spokesperson, Lumka Oliphant.

Bushbuckridge Local Municipality 
communication manager, Aubrey Mnisi.

society such as ours,” said Oliphant.
She added that over the years and 

through child participation initiatives such 
as the annual Nelson Mandela Children’s 
Parliament, South African children have 
been pleading with the department 
as the custodian of the Children’s 
Act to move with speed to outlaw 
the reasonable chastisement, which 
they regarded as another form of 
violence against them.

“The judgement is indeed a 
victory for children because 
reasonable chastisement cannot 
be justifi ed as a form of positive 
discipline for children. 

The department is working 
with civil society 
organisations to 
implement the White 
Paper on families, 
which proposes 
positive parenting 
programmes that 
protect children 
from family 
violence, 
abuse, neglect 

What the SPLUMA Regulations say

THE powers of traditional councils in 
relation to planning and land use are 
governed by regulation 19(1) and (2) of 
the SPLUMA Regulations, which read:
“19 (1) A traditional council may 
conclude a service level agreement with 
the municipality in whose municipal area 
that traditional council is located, subject 
to the provisions of relevant national or 
provincial legislation, in terms of which 
the traditional council may perform such 
functions as agreed to in the service 
level agreement, provided that the 
traditional council may not make a land 
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and exploitation,” explained Oliphant. 
She further said the department 

was committed to 
continue to work with 

all stakeholders to 
raise awareness 
and to scale up 
positive parenting 

programmes and 
other interventions 
that uphold the 
best interest of the 
child as per the 
Constitutional Court 
judgement.
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development or land use decision.
(2) If a traditional council does not 
conclude a service level agreement 
with the municipality … that traditional 
council is responsible for providing 
proof of allocation of land in terms of 
the customary law applicable in the 
traditional area to the applicant of a land 
development and land use application 
in order for the applicant to submit it in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Regulations.”
These provisions provide that a 
municipality can conclude an agreement 
with a traditional council, which would 
allow a traditional council to take over 
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together with the By-law on Municipal 
Land Use Planning,” he said.

“Those selling the plots are not agents 
or representatives of the municipality, 
they are working on their own accord,” 
explained Mnisi. He further said the Act, 
which served as a national framework for 
spatial planning and land use management 
within the country, stipulated that every 
development that needed to occur within 
a municipality’s area must be approved 
by the relevant municipality before any 
development could commence.  (Read 
SPLUMA Regulations).

“Members of the community are advised 
to check with the municipal town planning 
unit before buying the sites, in order to 
establish if the land has been approved for 
development and settlement,” he urged.

some of the land planning and land use 
powers and functions that are vested 
in the municipality (as long as the 
traditional council is not empowered 
to make a decision in relation to land 
planning and land use). 
In cases where the municipality does not 
conclude this type of agreement with a 
traditional council, the traditional council 
would be required to provide proof of 
land allocation in terms of customary 
law.
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“CONSIDER it pure joy, my brothers 
and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces perseverance. Let 
perseverance fi nish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything.” (James 1:2-3).

It neither seems nor sounds insane to 
praise God for the struggles in your life. 
But as James 1:2-3 explains, God puts 
these hardships into your life for a reason. 
God uses them to shape you and mould 

you and refi ne you 
into the person 
He wants you to 
be. He uses them 
to teach you trust 
and perseverance, 
to mature you and 
show you what 
dependence really 
means. 

So, during your 
battles, focus your 
eyes above and 
thank God for the 
opportunity to grow 
and be shaped in his 
image. Trust that 
everything, even the 

Faith is con� dence of things hoped for
Evangelist Sanele Kubheka (Back to God Church, Mahushu)Pastor Mthandeni Mazibuko (Assemblies of God, Dwaleni)076 39 67554

Find purpose in the trials and praise him
lowest of lows, will serve to better you as 
a person and strengthen you as a follower 
of Christ. Know by faith that God will not 
fail you.

Every problem and troubling situation 
believer’s face in this life is allowed by 
God for a specifi c purpose. He is working 
out something far greater than what 
appears to be happening as he guides the 
process of transforming you. Your faith is 
being sharpened as a sword to equip you 
for the battles of this world. The strength 
to endure every painful trial is with you in 
Christ.

If you were to see the spiritual battle 
that is raging around you, you would see 
the army of the living God surrounding 
and protecting you with powerful weapons 
far greater than those who wage against 
you. 

Lift your fears to Him in thankfulness 
and prayer. In so doing, you allow His 
power to be unleashed in your life as he 
takes your struggle and makes it work into 
his perfect plan for you. 

God knows your weaknesses and has 
seen your failures, yet his power is more 
than enough to take you through. You 
may be wounded but you will never be 
destroyed. Trust in God unwaveringly.

FAITH is a complete trust in neither 
something nor a religion.

In the book of Mark, we fi nd a woman 
who had suff ered for 12 years with 
constant bleeding. So she had heard about 
Jesus and believed in her heart “If I can 
only touch his robe, I will be healed.” This 
tells us more about the level of faith she 
had about our Lord Jesus. Now, as she 
touched Jesus’s robe, he realised healing 
power has gone out of him.

She was driven by faith, which is the 
confi dence that what she hoped for will 
happen. Hope gives us assurance about 
things we cannot see. (Hebrews 11:1).

The more you use your arms and legs, 
the more you walk and jog and exercise, 
the stronger and fi tter your muscles 
will become. But if you do not use your 
muscles you will lose its power. That is 
how faith is, faith will grow as you use 
it. The more you use faith, the stronger 
it grows, but this growth is a gradual 
process.

It is like parents with a fi rstborn child. 
They are not disappointed in their baby 
because the baby cannot stand up or run 
a marathon. They do not expect the baby 
to do that either, but they do expect the 
child to grow and become stronger. They 

believe that the baby will start crawling 
then pull himself up and hold on to things 
and fi nally take its fi rst steps. Eventually, 
they know the child will be able to walk 
and run.

Crawl until your time of walking comes, 
then wait upon your season of running.

Pastor Mthandeni 
Mazibuko.

Evangelist Sanele Kubheka.
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Premier,  society unite 
against wave of violence

Masoka Dube

PEOPLE from all walks of life in 
Mpumalanga are uniting with President 
Cyril Ramaphosa in their condemnation of 
gender-based violence.

Among those who came out against 
this crime, which has ripped through 
the country lately, are Premier Refi lwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane, the South African 
Council of Churches (SACC) provincial 
secretary, Reverend Luke Dlamini and the 
Kruger Lowveld Chamber of Business and 
Tourism (KLCBT) chief operating offi  cer, 
Linda Grimbeek.

Dlamini has urged churches to play a 
pertinent role in the fi ght against gender-
based violence. He said churches must 
organise events in which men would be 
sensitised on issues in relation to women 

abuse. 
“Churches must not shy away to talk 

about gender-based violence and other 
related issues. We must set up the camps 
in which we are going to teach men, 
especially the youth, on how to treat 
women. We are all created in the image of 
God, therefore there is no reason why we 
must discriminate other people based on 
gender,” said Dlamini. 

In dealing with this problem, he said, 
people must consider the old golden rule, 
which says, “do unto others as you would 
like them to do unto you”. He urged men, 
who grew up in families in which fathers 
were abusing the mothers, not to emulate 
them. 

Mtshweni-Tsipane has also condemned 
the killing of women and girls.

“It pains me as a mother, as a woman 
and as a South African to hear of such 
horrifi c stories where our children have 
become targets in our country. We simply 
refuse to continue like this,” she said.

“We have an obligation as society to 
protect our children, we need men to 
stand up and work with police to protect 
children and women. We call upon men 
to teach other men and boy children to 
respect and protect girls and women now,” 
Mtshweni-Tsipane added.

The premier said time for talking 
had passed and action was needed to 
end the violence. She further urged law 
enforcement agencies to prioritise reported 
cases and instances of gender-based 
violence.

The KLCBT’s Grimbeek said the fi rst 
big step has already been taken and that 
was to encourage women to report cases.

“For too long women were too 
intimidated or too embarrassed to lay 
charges. They sometimes feel they did 
something wrong that led to the rape or 
attack,” she said. “This is probably why 
our crime statistics show such an increase 
in cases. The statistics show reported 
cases, not cases as it happened. More 
cases are getting reported and some of 
them happened a long time ago,” said 
Grimbeek.

“Because victims are feeling more 
empowered to take action, there will be 
less crime, this is just logic, but only the 
beginning. We sit with a long process of 
deprogramming society. All these victims 
who kept quiet had sons and daughters 
that took it as an example that this is how 
it is done,” Grimbeek concluded.

 Ramaphosa’s emergency plan to 
protect women and children

Sta�  Reporter 

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa has 
announced an emergency plan to deal with 
the violence against women and children 
in the country.

This includes R1.1 billion in additional 
funding in this fi nancial year to deal with 
gender-based violence.

Addressing a joint sitting of the 
National Assembly and National Council 
of Provinces last week, he said the plan 
strengthened existing measures and 
introduced new interventions in fi ve 
principal areas. These areas include 
how to prevent gender-based violence; 
strengthening the criminal justice system, 
as well as steps that need to be taken to 
enhance the legal and policy framework.

Other areas focus on what can be 
done to ensure adequate care, support 
and healing for victims of violence and 
measures to improve the economic power 
of women in South Africa. 

“This emergency action plan will be 
driven by an interim steering committee 
located in the presidency and co-
chaired by government and civil society 
organisations. 

“The steering committee will co-
ordinate rapid response at national level. 
The plan will be implemented over the 
next six months,” Ramaphosa said.

He called for the joint sitting to 
focus the attention of elected public 
representatives and the nation at large on 
the crisis of gender-based violence and 
femicide.

“To enhance the safety of women, we 

are going to, as a matter of urgency, make 
the necessary amendments to our laws 
and policies to ensure that perpetrators 
of gender-based violence are brought to 
book. We will make substantial additional 
funding available for a comprehensive 
package of interventions to make an 
immediate and lasting diff erence.

“Cabinet has resolved to direct R1.1bn 
in additional funding in this fi nancial 
year to the comprehensive response to 
gender-based violence. It is government’s 
intention that the funds appropriated 
for this programme will be raised from 
within the current budget allocation and 
will not require additional borrowing,” 
Ramaphosa said. Government will launch 
a mass media campaign that will target 
communities, public spaces, workplaces, 
campuses and schools, as well as 
recreational spaces like taverns. 

“As part of this campaign, we are going 
to provide gender sensitivity training to 
law-enforcement offi  cials, prosecutors, 
magistrates and policy makers, and ensure 
that those who are found in breach of their 
responsibilities in this regard are held to 
account. 

“We will undertake a mass mobilisation 
programme to train and deploy prevention 
activists to all of our 278 municipalities,” 
the President said.

The campaign will focus on men’s 
groups and formations, at risk youth and 
off enders inside prisons. This will be 
matched with prevention education in 
schools. Women’s rights and gender power 
relations will be part of Life Orientation in 
the school curriculum. (Source: SA News 
Agency).

Masoka Dube

IN response to the recent gender-based 
violence that engulfed South Africa, 
Working on Fire’s (WoF) employees in the 
province held a prayer day last week in an 
attempt to deal with the problem.  

Dressed in black, a moment of silence 
for the victims of gender-based violence 
was held at their provincial boardroom in 
Nelspruit. 

“We will commence to educate and 
assist the fi refi ghters and management 
staff  in various workshops to curb the 
escalation of gender-based violence,” said 
Mpumalanga communications offi  cer, 
Amanda Mthembu.  

She said the social development 
department within the WoF programme 
was also holding gender-based violence 
workshops at fi refi ghting bases in the 

 Working on Fire employees pray against gender-based violence
province during this turbulent time. They 
aim to highlight the plight of women and 
children and arming to arm fi refi ghters 
with ways and means to get help or 
help those aff ected in their homes and 
communities.

“If we arm them with knowledge and 
tools to help themselves and anybody 
in need, society would be a better place, 
because they would be able to pass on 
the message in their communities,” said 
WoF social development practitioner, 
Selaelo Makhothwane. She said despite 
information soaked up at these workshops, 
they also get an opportunity to enact 
diff erent scenarios and explore all possible 
ways to deal with them.

“Working on Fire is doing its part to 
curb this femicide by looking at ourselves, 
fi xing our outlooks and then joining the 
nation and the world in saying enough is 
enough,” she said.

Working on Fire Mpumalanga Provincial sta�  pray for all the gender-based violence that 
is gripping the country.

Mpumalanga Premier, Re� lwe Mtshweni-
Tsipane.

Kruger Lowveld Chamber of Business and 
Tourism Chief Operating O�  cer, Linda 
Grimbeek.
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Adriaan de Beer

THE new Administrative Adjudication 
of Road Traffi  c Off ences (Aarto) Act, 
signed into law by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, despite multiple objections, 
could pose more questions than answers 
when it goes into operation.

The bill was signed into law earlier 
this month and will be implemented 
once the law has been gazetted with a 
commencement date.

Among many burning issues is the 
fact that it will cost those without e-tags 
R1 000 to travel between Johannesburg 
and Pretoria, on a single trip, because 
there will be a fi ne of R250 per gantry on 
Gauteng’s tolled highways. Non-com-
pliant motorists will be instantly turned 
into criminals and fi ned R250 for each 
gantry they pass under without paying.

The new law will also result in the 
setting up of a demerit system for drivers, 
who lose points for traffi  c off ences, which 
may result in the loss of a driving licence.

Drivers of commercial vehicles and 
their employers, who will be fi ned R500 
per gantry transgression, will also attract 
one demerit point per off ence. This means 
many could have their driver’s licences 
suspended within the course of one trip, 
and without a licence, a commercial 
transport driver will be unable to work.

The Organisation Undoing Tax Abuse 
(Outa) said they would legally challenge 
the new bill, while the mini bus taxi 
industry has welcomed the new law.

SA National Taxi Council manager, 
Sifi so Shangase, said he hoped the bill 
could address the high number of crashes 
on the country’s roads. While it would 
also deal with people who never pay their 
fi nes, he hoped taxi drivers would become 
more disciplined drivers. At the same time 
public defi ance of the e-tolling system 
has seen Outa meeting with Transport 
Minister, Fikile Mbalula, to share the 
organisation’s input and views on the 
Gauteng e-toll impasse and to discuss 
solutions. This was the fi rst time since 
the inception of e-tolls that a minister of 
transport has been willing to engage with 
Outa on the e-toll debacle.

Mbalula, who leads a task team 
established by Ramaphosa in July, had 
until the end of August to fi nd a viable 
solution to the e-toll debacle, but failed 
to do so. He was mandated by Cabinet 
to work with Minister of Finance, Tito 
Mboweni and Gauteng Premier, David 
Makhura, to fi nd a solution to the e-toll 
problem.

Outa CEO, Wayne Duvenhage, told 
Mbalula that the e-toll scheme has failed 
and was ineffi  cient and plagued with 
billing and other technical challenges. 
Outa also wanted the Gauteng Freeway 
Improvement (GFIP) construction costs to 

be investigated by an independent inquiry.
Outa has also called for a Road Funding 

Committee to be established, comprising  
the South African National Roads Agency 
(SANRAL), the Construction Industry 
Development Board, the National 
Treasury and civil society, to fi nd 
solutions to SANRAL’s  funding crisis 
and get road construction back on track. It 
has opposed the e-toll system as irrational, 
overpriced, legally fl awed scheme since 
February 2012.

While critics say the Aarto law will 
be used to bully non-paying motorists to 
toe the e-tolling line, it was also revealed 
that operator class vehicle drivers would 
be docked a point from their licences 
and fi ned R500 for every gantry passed 
without paying.

“This means the driver will lose one 
demerit point for a fi ne of R500, while 
motorists driving a light motor vehicle 
will not lose any points but will be fi ned 
R250 for every gantry they pass without 
paying e-tolls,” Fred Nel, DA member of 
the provincial legislature in Gauteng, said.

He said Ramaphosa’s signing of Aarto 
had left Mbalula little room to wiggle 
as he was searching for a solution to the 
estimated 70% non-compliance with 
e-tolls. 

According to SANRAL, 1.49 million 
trips were recorded each day in 2016 
on the Gauteng Freeway Improvement 
Project, which covers 201km between 
Johannesburg, Tshwane and Ekurhuleni, 
with 42 gantries.

Nel said the law was putting businesses 
at risk as truck drivers working for small 
businesses could lose their jobs because 
their licences would be suspended for 
three years if the fi nes were not paid. 
During the suspension period or while a 
single enforcement order was in place, 
the driver would not be allowed to renew 
a vehicle licence, driving licence card or 
professional driving permit.

Outa portfolio manager for transport, 
Rudie Heyneke, said it remained to be 
seen how Aarto would classify the signs 
instructing drivers to pay e-tolls to force 
people to pay. “In toll roads with booms 
you have to stop and pay, but with e-tolls 
you can pass without paying. So the sign 
informs you to pay and, if you do not, then 
you will be fi ned,” he said.

Other opposition to the bill has come 
from the SA Automobile Association 
(AA), which has said the bill was fl awed 
in its current form and would not make SA 
roads any safer, and Justice Project SA, 
which said the new system would “make it 
diffi  cult for anyone accused to prove their 
innocence”.

There are estimated to be about 1.5 
million vehicles owners in Gauteng 
who have refused to become part of the 
electronic tolling system since it began in 
December 2013.

 NEWSHORN celebrates four 
years serving community 

NEWSHORN Media is celebrating its 
fourth birthday this month.

Your popular publication has since 
grown from a free small town publication 
in Malalane to a provincial, across-border 
newspaper, the only of its kind. 

With a team of just two staff  members, 
it won the coveted Kruger Chamber 
of Commerce and Tourism (KLCBT) 
entrepreneurial award in 2017, at the time 
the only provincial paper to have won the 
prestigious award. Today, it boasts offi  ces 
in the Sonpark 
Shopping Centre 
in Nelspruit 
and the staff  
had grown 
considerably 
after being taken 
over by local 
businessman, Dr Protus Dze Kum.  

As more and more requests were 
received to service neighbouring 
countries, NEWSHORN added  
Mozambique and eSwatini (Swaziland) 
to its posse of papers. The government 
considers its services of great importance 
to reach the furthest communities in 
Mpumalanga. Beholden to no one, 
NEWSHORN as an independent and free-
thinking newspaper, had to battle giants 
in the industry. Besides the downturn in 
the economy, NEWSHORN Media had 

become a media and marketing enterprise. 
It off ers a plethora of social media 
products, making it possible for residents 
of all the communities it serves, to be 
updated on relevant, fresh issues and news 
of the day. 

Its distribution and products off ering 
are audited and approved by the national 
Audit Bureau of Circulation (ABC).

NEWSHORN, as a member of the 
KLCBT, is actively involved in the 
community and with sponsorships of 

various schools, 
sporting events 
and community 
and welfare 
programmes.

NEWSHORN 
Media has 
a 137% 

BEE rating and will continue to grow 
with its Good News maxim, ensuring 
Mpumalanga is presented as a viable 
business option and property area for 
out-of-towners. This peoples’ paper will 
always ensure the smaller businesses are 
accommodated through low advertising 
rates and its bigger clients to benefi t 
from all services rendered and best price 
options. As the voice of the people, 
NEWSHORN adheres to the motto of 
working together, we can indeed make a 
diff erence.

Aarto law could drive motorists insane
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Water: anti-pollution 
task team to be launched

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Deputy Minister of the Department 
of Water and Sanitation (DWS), David 
Mahlobo, has again appealed to coal 
mines in the Mpumalanga Highveld to 
stop polluting water sources. 

Mahlobo’s call comes in the wake of 
a departmental investigation last month 
which revealed that that the  coal mines 
have polluted 90% of groundwater in the 
Highveld region alone.

In the light of this, the DWS has 
last week announced that it will 
soon establish an anti-pollution 
task team to deal with the water 
pollution problem. 

According to the 
department, the real South 
African water crisis is the 
issue of water quality.

“The announcement 
comes amid concerns 
raised by organisations 
and individuals about the 
deteriorating water quality 
in the country’s rivers and 
dams. 

Central to the 
deteriorating quality of 
water is the pollution of water resources 
by business and too often, by locals,” said 
Mahlobo. 

“Another factor is that most municipal 
wastewater treatment works are in a 
critical and poor state, causing a lot of 
pollution to water systems,” he added.

In some instances, there has been 
neglect that allowed deterioration where 

the infrastructure has reached a point 
where it can no longer be used, while 
others require signifi cant investment to 
repair,” Mahlobo said. 

In response to addressing these water 
quality issues, the DWS’s task team is set 
to conduct a nation-wide assessment of 
the status of water quality, the architecture 
of an accessible real-time information 
system to monitor water quality, including 
the re-launch of the green and blue drop 

reports, he said. 
When delivering her 

maiden Budget Vote 
statement in July, DWS 
Minister, Lindiwe Sisulu, 
said the task team was also 
expected to strengthen the 
compliance, monitoring 
and enforcement functions 
to ensure all water users 
comply with standards 
as set out in the National 
Water Act and Regulations.

In addition to this, the 
department in the Eastern 
Cape has instituted criminal 

and civil cases against the Chris 
Hani District Municipality to 
force it to clean-up the Great 
Fish River.

Mahlobo said the department issued 
the fi rst directive in terms of the National 
Water Act to the Chris Hani District 
Municipality in Cradock in 2016 to apply 
for authorisation for the Water Waste 
Treatment Works and to stop the rampant 
pollution from occurring.

“The directive forced the municipality 
to rehabilitate the aff ected area as well.”

Masoka Dube

Sta�  Reporter

A WOMAN from Ogies in Mpu malanga 
who stands accused of assaulting a 
13-year-old child, has been granted R5000 
bail by the Ogies Magistrates Court last 
week. 

Matshidiso Mtsweni was not asked to 
plead and the case has been postponed 
to next month. She is facing a charge of 
assault with an intention to cause serious 
bodily harm.

“The arrest came as a result of a video 
clip circulating in social media circles 
went viral. In the video, a woman is 
seen assaulting the victim at Phola, near 
Ogies, on Sunday, 15 September 2019,” 
said Mpumalanga police spokesperson, 
Brigadier Leonard Hlathi. 

He said preliminary investigations 
revealed that the woman might have been 

JILL Whyte is a woman who goes nuts 
about her profession and who will leave 
no stone unturned to contribute to the 
global macadamia industry.

The chairperson of Green Farms Nut 
Company (GFNC) in White River, was 
named as the Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) 
Mpumalanga Female Exporter of the Year 
and runner-up at the national event.

Aligned to her quest and dedication to 
support the long-term sustainability of 
the macadamia industry (and agricultural 
sector) in South Africa, Whyte has taken 
the decision to invest her full winnings of 
R150 000 into initiatives 
geared to support 
education in agriculture. 

“I fundamentally believe 
that the agricultural sector 
is a key cornerstone to 
solving unemployment in 
South Africa. There is no 
shortage of land, but there 
is a shortage of fi nance 
and skills. The long-term 
growth and sustainability 
of the sector relies on 
increasing its skills base. 
We have the opportunity 
of land resource in our 
country; we have to ensure 

Woman in court after child assault

 Local macadamia exporter puts 
Mpumalanga on the map

angered because the victim had a fallout 
with her child. 

She reportedly tied the victim’s hands 
and legs with a rope against a pole at the 
veranda of a shack in her yard and then 
assaulted him.

“She then assaulted him using a wooden 
stick and thereafter, called her child and as 
six other children aged between 10 and 15 
to join in the assault until they broke his 
right hand,” said Hlathi. 

Hlathi said the suspect was handed over 
to the police two days later, by a group 
of women belonging to a community 
movement structure in the area, who 
conducted a civilian’s arrest.

The provincial police commissioner, 
Lieutenant General Mondli Zuma, has 
applauded the women for working 
together with the police in the fi ght against 
crime and not taking the law into their 
own hands.

we utilise this wisely over time,” said 
Whyte. 

GFNC, together with their own farms, 
employs more than 1000 people in rural 
areas. It has grown from processing 80 
tons in a small factory in White River 
to currently handling about 25% (16 
000 tons) of South Africa’s crop in 
three factories across the key growing 
regions of Mpumalanga, Kwazulu-Natal 
and Limpopo. The organisation earns 
signifi cant foreign currency for South 
Africa that fi lters through the whole 
macadamia industry. Alongside continued 
rise in global demand for macadamias, 
there is room to grow within the sector, 
not only at production level, but also in 
creating value and products within the 

broader supply chain. 
Whyte said she would 

donate her prize money 
to the Agri-colleges 
International’s NPO 
registered bursary fund, 
Educate to Grow and an 
amount to a Mpumalanga 
educational project focused 
on agriculture. Some of 
the monies will also be 
allocated to investing into 
the agricultural education 
of children of staff  
employed by the broader 

GFNC processing and 
farming group.
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Jill Whyte, chairperson of 
Green Farms Nut Company 
in White River.

DWS deputy minister David Mahlobo.

Another 
factor 

is that 
most 
municipal 

wastewater 
treatment works 

are in a critical and 
poor state, causing 
a lot of pollution to 

water systems
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 Matrics encouraged to pull 
up socks ahead of exams

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

BASIC Education Minister, Angie 
Motshekga, this week encouraged 
learners, who will be writing the 2019 
matric examinations, to ensure that they 
use the remainder of their time to study.

The National Senior Certifi cate (NSC) 
examinations are about a month away, 
with the fi rst exam to be written on 23 
October.

Motshekga said they expected 624 
733 full-time candidates and 176 110 
part-time candidates to sit for this year’s 
matric examinations at 8 000 examination 
centres. 

“In terms of system readiness, we have 
been closely tracking each of the nine 
provinces in terms of learner performance 
data and curriculum coverage, as well as 
other areas of interest,” said Motshekga.

“As a sector, we are becoming much 
more empirical about the way we monitor 
the system. The DBE and Provincial 
Education Departments (PEDs) continue 
to harness eff orts to appropriately support 
the Class of 2019. Every learner must be 
aff orded the best possible opportunity to 
achieve a National Senior Certifi cate,” she 
said.

Last push initiatives are being 
implemented across the country, based on 
learner performance in the preliminary 
examinations. 

“As a sector, we are cautiously 

optimistic that all of these eff orts will 
translate into improved outcomes in the 
2019 examinations,” Motshekga added.

She called on all stakeholders in the 
education sector to ensure that learners 
have identity documents (ID’s) available, 
for many reasons. 

“Learners who write examinations 
without ID’s often experience problems 
after the examinations, as Umalusi will 
not certify learners who do not have IDs. 
Learners cannot access social services 
without that. 

“Home Aff airs will be working closely 
with the education departments in the 
various provinces to drive advocacy and 
to encourage learners to get documented, 
as it has major implications on various 
aspects of education,” Motshekga said.

Meanwhile, prospective students hoping 
to study through the National Student 
Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) have been 
urged to take advantage of the NSFAS 
2020 application roadshows to apply for 
funding.

NSFAS provides funding to applicants 
from poor and working-class families. 
All applicants who meet the NSFAS 
requirements need to apply for funding 
before the closing date. 

NSFAS benefi ciaries also need to 
complete and submit the application 
as soon as possible to ensure timeous 
consideration of their applications. 
Applications opened on 1 September and 
close on 30 November at midnight.

Masoka Dube

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

GRADE 10 and 11 learners, who have 
won the provincial part of the Schools 
Moot Court Competition, will represent 
the province at a national competition that 
will take place this week in Gauteng. 

The fi nal of the provincial phase of the 
competition was hosted last week in the 
Mpumalanga High Court in Nelspruit. 

The competition was organised by 
the Human Rights Commission in 
collaboration with the Mpumalanga 
Department of Justice. The competition 
aims to test learners’ knowledge and 
understanding of human rights issues. 

Learners who won the provincial round 
of the competition are Moselenyane 
Tomas and Mthimkhulu Siphesihle from 
Siyifunile Secondary School, Maseko 
Thokozani from Mehlwane Secondary, 
Mahlangu Lwazi from Mabande High, 
Mamba Mncobi and Dlamini Siyandziswa 
from Mountain Valley High, Maseko 
Samkelisiwe from Higveld High and 
Ndimande Sibongile from Siyifunile 
Secondary School.

“The provincial oral rounds are 

THE Mpumalanga Department of 
Education has denied allegations that it 
failed to provide accommodation to more 
than 150 learners at Masinakane Special 
School in Loding Village near Siyabuswa. 

The department’s comment came after 
the leader of the DA in the province, Jane 
Sithole, reported the matter to the Human 
Rights Commission (SAHRC).

It alleged that disabled learners are 
forced to sleep in the classrooms because 
no accommodation is available at the 
school. 

“The school was founded in 2008 as a 
boarding school, but since 2017, the 156 
learners at the school have been sleeping 
in four classrooms because authorities 
have not yet built a hostel for them,” said 
Sithole. 

“Previously, they were using a 
dilapidated hostel at the nearby Mbulawa 
Secondary School, but they had to vacate 
it in 2017 because it was no longer safe 
for them,” she added.

She further said that teachers, parents 
and the school governing body (SGB) 
made the temporary decision to move the 
learners into the classrooms, while the 

Disabled learners sleep  in classrooms

intended to provide a unique opportunity 
for learners to present their legal 
arguments over a human rights case 
study as counsel teams for both the 
applicants and respondents against each 
other in front of a set of judges who 
will be assessing their advocacy skills 
and general oral presentation,” said the 
Human Rights Commission advocacy and 
communication offi  cer, Margeret Salila.

The panel of judges comprised Judge 
Bruce Langa and Acting Judge Henk 
Roelofse, both from the Mpumalanga 
High Court Division; Thembi Mawelele, 
an attorney from TEM Attorneys and 
Eric Mokonyama from the Human Rights 
Commission, while the gallery consists of 
educators and parents. 

“The fi rst phase of the competition was 
about essay writing, which qualifi ed the 
learners to go through the oral round. 
From here, eight learners were selected for 
the national round,” Salila said.

“Those who win at the national round 
will represent the country in Poland. 
These learners are not representing their 
schools but the province, and if elected 
nationally they will, therefore, represent 
the country,” said Salila. 

department of education promised to make 
a plan to build a new hostel.

“Sadly, the department has made no 
eff ort in providing alternative housing 
for these learners, even though it had 
promised to provide mobile classrooms, 
which are also not conducive for learners 
with special needs,” Sithole explained. 

Departmental spokesperson, Jasper 
Zwane, said the school was never built 
to be a boarding school, but the school 
management and parents decided to turn it 
into a boarding facility.

“We did advice the school management 
that the school is not conducive to operate 
as a boarding school for learners with 
disabilities. However, we are currently 
in the process to rehabilitate the school 
so that it can cater for these learners, 
especially those who need special 
care,” he said.  He further said that the 
department already provided mobile 
classes that can be used by learners and 
also appointed a contractor to renovate the 
classes in which the learners sleep in.

“It is not correct for the DA to say we 
are not doing anything because we have 
taken all the necessary steps. We just want 
to plead with the members of the public 
to be patient and allow all the processes to 
take place,” Zwane concluded.

Grade 12 learners are encouraged to pull up their socks in this year’s � nal matric exams.

Some of the classrooms that Masinakane Special School use for accommodation.

WWW.RACUS.CO.ZA/

Future lawyers groomed in competition 
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Dumping the burgers and soft drinks on 
the rise 
FEARS about the climate crisis is 
encouraging a drop in spending on meat 
and soft drinks. A new study by the data 
analytics fi rm, Kantar, showed that there 
were “small reductions in spending on 
meat, bottled drinks and categories such 
as beauty wipes”. Of the 24 countries 
polled, no African state was included. - DM

Kremlin say super spy was fi red years 
ago 
THE Russian government has claimed that 
a supposed CIA spy had been fi red years 
before he was safely ensconced back 
in the US. The US claimed that a high-
level informant had been feeding them 
information for decades, a claim which the 
Kremlin dubbed “pulp fi ction”. - DM

Bolton brushed out the White House
DONALD Trump has fi red his third 
National Security Adviser, John Bolton last 
week. 

Bolton had, according to Trump and 
various White House sources, disagreed 
with the president on critical foreign aff airs 
topics, including Iran and Afghanistan.

North West ANC councillors’ homes 
gutted  
ANGER over a failure to deliver basic 
infrastructural improvements was believed 
to be the reason behind the burning down 
of several houses in the North West 
province last week. 
Of eight houses torched, six belonged 
to councillors from the City of Matlosana 
(Klerksdorp). - DM

Mashaba stonewalls Sandton Gautrain 
water woes 
JO’BURG mayor, Herman Mashaba, 
has defended the decision by the 
Johannesburg City to cut water supply 
from the Sandton Gautrain station. 

Trump promises support for Middle 
East post attack 
SUFFERING a strike on Saudi Arabia’s 
oil facilities has prompted US President 
Donald Trump to pledge support for its 
Middle Eastern allies. Global oil soared in 
price since last week on the back of the 
attacks, which the US have accused Iran 
of perpetrating. - DM

Listeria deaths in Spain 
SPAIN has its own listeriosis outbreak. 
There have been several deaths and 
hundreds more have been reported ill 
with a listeria crisis emerging in Spain. 
The outbreak was traced to a packaged 
pork producer in the South of Spain and 
appeared to be concentrated in Andalusia. 
- DM

Nigerian army closes NGO in Maiduguri
THE Nigerian military has forced Action 
Against Hunger to close its doors in north-
eastern Nigeria after what it called “aiding” 
Boko Haram. 
The military released a statement last 
Thursday accusing AAH of providing food 
and medicine to Boko Haram militants, 
thereby justifying the closure of its 
Maiduguri branch. - DM

THE 6% increment of the cross 
border water fl ow from the Crocodile- 
and Komati River to Mozambique 
will not negatively aff ect the residents 
of Nkomazi and other areas in 
Mpumalanga.

This is according to the South Africa’s 
commissioner for the transboundary 
water co-operation, Gideon Siziba. 

He was commenting after the 
Department of Water and Sanitation 
(DWS) announced that it would increase 
the water fl ow to 2600 litres a second 

JUDGE Mokgoathleng reserved 
judgement in the hate speech case 
Solidarity brought against the Black 
First Land First (BLF), which was 
heard in the Equality Court last 
week.

“We are very positive about the  
proceedings. Solidarity is looking 
forward to the judge ment and we 
believe that justice should prevail 
for the Hoërskool Driehoek’s parents 
and that racists like Andile Mnxitana 
and the BLF must be admonished,” 
said Solidarity’s Head of Legal 
Services, Anton van der Bijl.

Adv Dirk Groenewald argued in 
court that to date no apology has 
been made before the court and that 
the BFL is merely defending its 
position, refusing to admit guilt. 

BLF leader, Andile Mnxitana, 
acted on behalf of the respondents 
and after several failed attempts to 
convince the judge of his political 
ideology, he asked the court to take 
into account in its ruling that their 
organisation is a revolutionary one 
that is “bankrupt because of white 
privilege”.

“To assume that the statements 

Masoka Dube

Sta�  Reporter

Increase of cross border water to Moz 
would not a� ect Mpumalanga residents

the BLF made about the Driehoek 
tragedy would not be harmful or 
painful for the victims’ parents 
is preposterous, and any counter-
argument would be absurd,” 
Adv Groenewald argued during 
proceedings.

Solidarity fi led the hate speech 
charge against the party at the 
Equality Court on 14 February, after 
being given a mandate by the parents 
of the Driehoek school tragedy 
victims. 

The fi rst appearance was due on 22 
August this year but was postponed 
as the BLF did not show up for the 
case.

The charge followed after BLF 
spokesperson, Lindsay Maasdorp, 
had celebrated on social media the 
tragic death of four young learners. 

He wrote: “I would ‘mourn’ the 
deaths of the victims if they turned 
out to be black but ‘celebrate’ them 
if they were white…” 

He carried on: “If our God has 
fi nally intervened and our ancestors 
have petitioned and seen that these 
white land thieves have now died 
then I defi nitely celebrate it. 

I celebrate the death of our 
enemies, their children, their cats 
and their dogs. That is our position.”

According to various news reports, the 
property, owned by a company linked to 
Regiments Capital, owed several million 
Rand in utilities. 
Mashaba clearly stated that “this type of 
activity may have been condoned under 
previous administrations in the city, but it 
will not be allowed under my watch”. – DM

Blue Label’s expensive adventure
THE R6 billion write-down of its investment 
into Cell C and subsequent destruction of 
shareholder value raise questions about 
Blue Label’s capital allocation strategy. 
But there appears to be a plan to save Cell 
C, at least, for which shareholders will be 
grateful. – DM

at the Ressano Garcia gauging station 
in the neighbouring country as from 
Tuesday, 1 October.    

“Yes there will be an impact, but 
residents and farmers must not panic as 
there will be no water interruption. If 
managed properly they won’t even see 
that we have increased the water fl ow,” 
said Siziba.

He said the changes came into 
being after the department decided to 
implement the Interim IncoMaputo 
Agreement, which was signed in 2002. 

During the Johannesburg World 
Summit on Sustainable Development 
held in 2002, the “Tripartite Interim 
Agreement for Co-operation on the 
protection and sustainable utilisation 
of the Incokomati and Maputo 
Watercourse” (IIMA) was signed by 
Mozambique, South Africa and eSwatini 
and is now being implemented under 
the auspices of the Tripartite Permanent 
Technical Committee (TPTC). 

The general objective of the IIMA was 
to promote co-operation among the three 
countries to ensure the protection and 
sustainable utilisation of the Incomati 
and Maputo watercourses, he said. 

“DWS is of the view that good 
relationships between the people and 
the governments of the parties, good 
neighbourliness and mutual respect, 
will contribute to the improvement 
of co-operation on the protection 
and utilisation of water resources for 
the benefi t and the welfare of their 
populations,” Sibiza concluded.

BLF racial hate case 
judgement reserved

SA’s commissioner  for the transboundary 
water co-operation, Gideon Siziba.
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ENTERTAINMENT

SHE is young, she is vibrant, she is 
multi-talented, she is Mpumalanga’s 
new singing sensation, Gugu Ice.

Mpumalanga’s house music new 
kid on the block is fast proving  to 
be a force to be reckoned with in the 
entertainment industry.  

The 23-year-old Gugu Ice, whose real 
name is Gugulethu Nkambule, hails 
from Lekazi just outside Nelspruit. 

Earlier this month, she released her 
new single titled Angeke, which has 
since dazzled  music lovers throughout 
the province. 

Soon after the release, the song in 
which she has worked with DJ Mnyasa, 
enjoyed the airplay on local radio 
stations, including Mpumalanga’s 
biggest SABC radio station, 
Ligwalagwala FM, where it featured 
as the song of the week before it was 
released.  

Gugu Ice said the release of her latest 
song was in line with the fi ght against 
women abuse that was rampant in the 

Masoka Dube country.
“The message in the song is that 

women, especially young women, must 
stop going to places of entertainment 
expecting men to pay for them because 
they end up taking advantage of them 
and abuse them. That’s where the abuse 
starts, so it is important that we take 
care of ourselves,” the beautiful singer 
said.

Although her music career started in 
2017, Gugu Ice has already performed 
in many gigs throughout the province, 
and is fast becoming a household name 
in the industry with only three songs 
under her belt.

“Since I started to perform with my 
dancers, we are getting booked a lot. 
When we get off  the stage, we often fi nd 
event organisers waiting to book us. 
They love our performance, that is why 
they are always willing to book us,” she 
said.

The singing star is a versatile artist 
who also does other genres. She has 
tried her hand to acting and sport as 
well but singing remains close to her 
heart. She presented Mpumalanga in 

Sensational Gugu Ice takes music 
industry, audiences by storm

Some of the audience who attended the Spring Month Comedy Show.

The new kid on the block, Gugu Ice, is taking audiences by storm.

Mpumalanga born internationally 
renowned artist, Esther Mahlangu, is one 
of the legends who will be honoured this 
week.

Masoka Dube

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

SOME of Mpumalanga’s most 
celebrated citizens in the arts will be 
honoured at an event to take place in 
Mbombela from today until Saturday. 

Among the legends are Dr Esther 
Mahlangu and the late renowned 
photographer, Sam Nzima, whose 
artworks will be exhibited at the Riverside 
and I’langa malls. 

The exhibition will be followed by the 
Night of Legends at the Emnotweni Arena 
from tomorrow, in which the Mpumalanga 
Provincial Government will honour 
Nzima, Nothembi Mkhwebane, Ray Phiri, 
Dr Mahlangu and Masibuyele KuJehova.

“The Arts of Legends is about 
celebrating and honouring these artists, 
who have put the province on the map and 
also made their marks in their respective 
fi elds over the years,” the department’s 
Sibongile Nkosi said.

The Night of Legends will see Princess 
Indlovukazi and Karabo Mogane showing 
the country that the province’s musical 
future is in good hands. 

Nkosi added that the Art of Legends 
would celebrate local people and it will 
also be used to inspire the youth to follow 
their dreams so that they can emulate 
these industry giants. 

“Nzima and Phiri might no longer be 
with us but their works continue to inspire 
people the world over,” Nkosi said. 

The event will conclude with a picnic 
concert at Nelspruit Botanical Gardens 
on Saturday (28 September) and it will 
feature Caiphus Semenya, Tsepo Tshola, 
Mbongeni Ngema, Stimela and Nothembi 
Mkhwebane. 

“Six Mpumalanga artists, Blu Lamp, 
The Buddiez, Somkhathi, Good News, 
Somakhawula Kameelrivier Boys, Intombi 
Zejamo and Chilla Flames will collaborate 
with Tsepo Tshola, Stimela and Nothembi 
Mkhwebane. This will see local artists 
share the stage with the legends, Nkosi 
added.

“Stimela will collaborate with Blu 
Lamp, The Buddiez and Somkhathi. 
Nothembi Mkhwebane will collaborate 
with Good News, Somakhawula 
Kameelrivier Boys. Tshepo Tshola will 
collaborate with Intombi Zejamo and 
Chilla Flames. The legends and artists 
have already started with rehearsals for 
the picnic concert,” Nkosi concluded.

LOCAL comedians, who were part of 
the Spring Month Comedy Show, that was 
hosted at Shabalala over the weekend, 
had the audience in stitches from the fi rst 
minute until the end of the show.   

The well-attended show was hosted by 

Mpumalanga 
legends to be 
honoured in city

Comedians keep audience in stitches at Shabalala
well-known local comedian, Innocent 
Mashaba, fondly known as Innomash. 

The show featured actors like Just 
Sam from Holy Comedy Productions, 
Bongani Piano Nkosi, Mozzy, Nozipho 
the Blackrose, Tiyani and Akani as well 
various musicians and poets.  

Talking to NEWSHORN after the 
show, Innomash, who also directed the 

programme, said collaborating with other 
local comedians has allowed him to 
share and celebrate live comedy with his 
audiences.

“I plan to see us grow in all the shows 
that we are still going to host, especially 
in our province. Our main goal is to make 
sure that we accommodate people of all 
ages, since we do not use strong language 
in our shows so that even Christian pastors 
and kids can attend and laugh with us,” 
explained Innomash. 

He further called on entertainers in the 
province, especially those based in the 
Lowveld, to work together and support 
one another when they stage events. He 
also urged them to ensure that the growing 
comedy industry does not die due to 
greediness. 

Nomcebo Zimbili told NEWSHORN 
that she enjoyed the show and had an 
awesome time. “The comedians were 
good on stage and made sure the audience 
laugh until to the end of the show. It was 
well worth the money we paid. I could 
barely breathe it was so funny and I 
laughed until I had stomach cramps.”

rhythmic gymnastics and also competed 
at national and international level. 

“I started gymnastics when I was still 
very young, but when I reached 18 years 
I stopped, to focus on other things. I 
am also in possession of mechanical 
engineering and business administration 
qualifi cations,” she said.

“Even though I was singing at 
church, I started to take my singing 
career seriously after I was asked to be 
part of one of the local artists’ music 
video. When we were there we started 
freestyling, and later I got a call that 
they were interested to groom me as a 
singer. Since then I never looked back,” 
Gugu said. 

She said her father was a pastor in 
fulltime ministry, and he understood 
and supported her music career. “Both 
my parents have been supportive of 
everything I do.”

Gugu can be contacted via her social 
media platforms @Gugu Ice or on 
gnkambule88@gmail.com or on 
072 829 4886. She also enjoys working 
at NEWSHORN as an advertising sales 
executive.
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The new kid on the block, Gugu Ice, is taking audiences by storm.
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MAZAKHELA FC suff ered 
a 3-0 defeat in the Top 8 Soccer 
Tournament on Saturday due to a 
spirited team eff ort from Moduping 
FC.

Moduping started the match, 
played at the Madululushe 
Soccer Field, at a fast pace, 
launching one attack after 
another. 

Hoewever, Mazakhela 
managed to defend 
bravely and 15 minutes 
into the game, striker 
Release Ngomane 
was narrowly denied a 
scoring opportunity by 
Moduping  goalkeeper, 
Senzo Nkuna.

But it was inevitable 
that the wall would 
break and hosts, Moduping FC, saw 
the scoreboard opening in the 33rd 
minute with a brilliant long range 
eff ort from Sanele Mokoena. The 
striker managed to get the ball in the 
back of the net after he launched an 
attack in the midfi eld and caught the 
goalkeeper out of position. 

Sta�  Reporter In the last minutes of the fi rst half, 
Mokoena scored another brilliant 
goal, and his second of the match, 
when he dribbled the ball from his 

own half and beat the 
defenders and the goal 
keeper, who did not 
even attempt to stop the 
ball.
The second half 

started with both teams 
working hard to gain 
and hold possession, 
but the home team 
kept every attack from 
Mazakhela at bay with 
rock solid defense.

Minutes before full 
time, Moduping added 
its third goal when 

defender, Sandile Hlophe, 
was left unmarked inside the 
box and he sent the ball past 
the goal keeper for another 

excellent goal.
The losing team did not remain on 

the pitch after the third goal against 
them and left the fi eld.

They said afterwards they 
realised they had lost the game and 
congratulated Moduping on their 
performance.

 Moduping trashes 
Mazakhela in Top 8 
soccer tournament

Moduping FC (in black gear) beat Makhazela FC 3-0 on Saturday.

In the 
last minutes 
of the � rst 

half, Mokoena 
scored another 

brilliant goal


