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WITH national crime fi gures 
providing a gloomy outlook for the 
entire country, how did our province 
fair in the murder-and-mayhem 
statistics? 

Despite the increase in murders, 
attempted murders and car hijackings, 
our special task forces managed to 
bring down the scourge of cash-in-
transit robberies by more than 30%. 

Sadly, the small town of Delmas 
in Mpumalanga is now offi  cially the 
country’s truck hijacking hotspot with 
33 truck hijacking cases recorded 
within the 2018/2019 fi nancial year.  
However, truck hijacking across other 
parts of the province saw a marked 
decrease. 

According to the South African 
Insurance Crime Bureau, fl eet truck 
vehicles were particularly attractive to 
truck hijacking syndicates because of 
their valuable cargo; especially with 
products such as tobacco currently in 
high demand. Truck hijacking currently 
costs the country more than R3 billion 
per year. Most car hijackings take place 
in townships.

Murders are often committed in 
homes and refl ect deeper societal 
problems such as drug and alcohol 
abuse, but in addressing these, the 
police had also managed to make more 
than just a dent.

 The rise in sexual attacks should 
be seen in context of more women 
reporting abuse. Although the situation 
is far from ideal and cultural issues are 

at play, the various non-governmental 
organisations in the province (NGO’s) 
which deal with this are making a 
diff erence.

There had been no bank robberies 
for the period in question. However, 
the FNB branch at the Grove Mall in 
Mbombela was hit by armed robbers 
which would be refl ected in next year’s 
statistics. 

The second week in September 
seemed to have been rather busy 
crime-wise in Mbombela, with even 
a vehicle stolen from the workshop 
of a large local car dealer. However, 
business crimes and robberies seem to 
target spaza shops which are open late 
at night.

Mob justice, gang-related crimes, 
vigilantism and taxi violence were 
high in most other provinces alongside 
the many political killings in Kwa-
Zulu Natal. Mpumalanga has not had 
a problem with any of these and as 
for farm murders, two out of the 47 
(as stated in the national statistics), 
occurred in the province.

Communities have created 
WhatsApp groups to keep in touch and 
assist each other. That in itself goes 
a long way towards the drop in home 
robberies and taking hands with local 
SAPD forces.

Limpopo province came out as 
probably the best policed province in 
South Africa (SA) with virtually all 
crime fi gures down in large numbers. 

NewsHorn would like to thank Linda 
Grimbeek, Chief Operating Offi  cer at 
Kruger Lowveld Business and Tourism 
in Mbombela for her valuable input.

Mpu is indeed the Wild Frontier
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Local macadamia exporter puts Mpu on map
JILL Whyte, chairperson, Green 

Farms Nut Company (GFNC) in White 
River, was named as the Department 
of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(DAFF) Mpumalanga Female Exporter 
of the Year and runner-up at the 
National event.

Aligned to her quest and dedication 
to support the long-term sustainability 
of the macadamia industry (and 
agricultural sector) in South Africa, 
Whyte has taken the decision to invest 
her full winnings of R150 000 into 
initiatives geared to support education 
in agriculture. 

“I fundamentally believe that the 
agricultural sector is a key cornerstone 

• NewsHorn (Pty) 
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independent 
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to solving unemployment in South 
Africa. 

There is no shortage of land, but 
there is a shortage of fi nance and skills. 

The long-term growth and 
sustainability of the sector relies on 
increasing its skills base. We have the 
opportunity of land resource in our 
country; we have to ensure we utilise 
this wisely over time,” said Whyte. 

GFNC, together with their own 
farms employs more than 1000 people 
in rural areas.

It has grown from processing 80 tons 
in a small factory in White River to 
currently handling approximately 25% 
(16 000 tons) of South Africa’s crop 

in three factories across the key growing 
regions of Mpumalanga, Kwazulu Natal 
and Limpopo. 

The organisation earns signifi cant 
foreign currency for South Africa that 
fi lters through the whole macadamia 
industry. 

Alongside continued rise in global 
demand for macadamias, there is room 
to grow within the sector, not only at 
production level, but also in creating value 
add products within the broader supply 
chain. 

Whyte will donate her R150 000 
prize money to the Agri-colleges 
International’s NPO registered bursary 
fund, Educate to Grow and an amount 
to a Mpumalanga educational project 
focussed on agriculture. Some of the 
monies will also be allocated to investing 
into the agricultural education of children 
of staff  employed by the broader GFNC 
processing and farming group. 

Jill Whyte, chairperson of Green Farms Nut 
Company in White River.
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LM Radio comes on board 
for TRACN4 National Rally

Trans African Concessions (TRAC) and 
the National Rally Championship (NRC) 
and LM Radio will partner for the 2019 
TRACN4 National Rally on September 27 
& 28. 

The international commercial 
radio station, based in Maputo, 
Mozambique and broadcasts to 
South Africa, committed its 
support to the event which 
will ensure the rally gets the 
mileage it deserves along 
the entire N4 Toll Route and 
across South Africa and 
Mozambique.  

The 2019 TRACN4 
National Rally will be 
held in Bronkhorstspruit 
and is the sixth leg of 
the South African Rally 
Championship series. 

Some of the country’s top 
rally drivers would be seen 
in action. 

In addition, the TRACN4 Rally is the 
penultimate leg of the seven-leg series 
and competitors will go all out to make 

the most of the race and ensure that they 
enter the fi nal stage in the best possible 

position. 
The event will start at 

14:00 on September 27 
at the Willem Prinsloo 
Agricultural Museum in 
Bronkhorstspruit where 
the Rally Head Offi  ce and 
the service park will also 
be located. 

Day two will see 
a spectacular gravel 
stage, promising 
some adrenaline-fi lled 
spectating. 

Some of the SA 
Rally Championships’ 

Class R2N top drivers, 
who had already confi rmed 
their participation, are Guy 
Botterill and his navigator 
Simon Vacy-Lyle in their 

Toyota Etios R2, Chris Coertse and 
Greg Godrich in their Mazda and AC 
Potgieter with Nico Swartz as his 
navigator in a VW Polo.

Picture: Daily Maverick.
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Alex Rose-Innes

Masoka Dube

WITH conservationists and locals 
still up in arms over the proposed 
mining project close to Marloth 
Park in Mpumalanga, the applicant, 
Manzolwandle Investments would not 
shelve the open-cast mining project just 
yet.

Much had been made of the small 
mining group’s application to mine coal 
and anthracite close to the iconic Kruger 
National Park. With criminal charges and 
law suits fl ying to and fro, the Marloth 
Park Ratepayer’s Association should be 
commended for their role in ensuring that 
the public was kept abreast of what went 
on behind closed doors.

However, the matter is now out in 
the open and a proper process would be 
followed, taking into consideration any 
environmental as well as by-laws.

THE six-percent (6%) increase in the 
supply from Mpumalanga to Mozambique 
would not negatively aff ect the residents 
of Nkomazi or other areas in the province. 
This was the assurance given by 

South Africa’s commissioner for Trans-
boundary Water Cooperation, Gideon 
Siziba. 

He commented after the Department 
of Water and Sanitation (DWS) 
announced that the water provision to the 
neighbouring country would be increased 
by 2600 litres per second.

“Yes there will be an impact, but 
residents and farmers must not panic as 
there will be no water interruption.  If 
managed properly they won’t even see 
that we have increased the water fl ow,” 
said Siziba. He said these changes came 
in to eff ect after the DWS decided to 
implement the Interim Inco-Maputo 
Agreement, a treaty signed in 2002. Siziba 
said the increase would come into eff ect in 
October. During the Johannesburg World 
Summit on Sustainable Development held 
in 2002, the Tripartite Interim Agreement 
for Co-operation on the protection and 
sustainable utilisation of the Incokomati 
-Maputo Watercourse” (IIMA), had been 
signed by Mozambique, South Africa 
and eSwatini (Sawziland). It would be 
implemented under the auspices of the 
Tripartite Permanent Technical Committee 
(TPTC). 

The general objective of the IIMA is 
to promote co-operation among the three 
countries to ensure the protection and 
sustainable utilisation of the Incomati and 
Maputo watercourses.

 Mining dispute in Nkomazi a long way from settled

Increase of water 
to Mozambique

SA’s commissioner  for the transboundary 
water co-operation, Gideon Siziba.

The 
2019 

TRACN4 
National 
Rally 

will be held in 
Bronkhorstspruit 
and is the sixth 

leg of the South 
African Rally 

Championship 
series

SNIPPETS

• New start-up is building African cars, 
Mureza Prim8, 
for African 
conditions

 • Zuma family 
to get own 
reality TV show 
by legendary 
SA producer

• NewsHorn is 4 years old – this 
independent paper proved everyone wrong 
and is now growing into a multi-media and 
marketing company as well

• Spanking your children is now o�  cially 
illegal in South Africa after a Concourt 
ruling

• Petrol pump pain 
awaits motorists as 
Iran, Saudi Arabia and 
Trump dig into each 
other, however AA 
says the fuel price will 
drop next month

• A Guateng driver was arrested for showing 
a tra�  c cop the middle � nger

• In� ation on the rise with bread and 
“pap”prices increasing

• Ndlovu Choir from Limpopo in the � nal 
running on Idols USA – awaiting public 
votes

• Rugby  World Cup 
blackout on SABC “not 
their fault.” MultiChoice 
holds all the balls.
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 Howzit bru, watching the match? The rugby fans’ guide to English
Full rugbyschedule on www.newshorn.

co.za
WITH a scrum of rugby fans around the 

world congregating in stadia, pubs and 
around any available TV, there’s a chance 
you could miss out if you don’t know your 
braai from your barbie or a bevvie from a 
brewski.

To help bewildered fans navigate this 
Babel, this dinkum English would go a 
long way towards explaining the lingo.

Arvo: Australian for afternoon. “The 
Wallabies are playing this arvo.”

Braai: South African term for a 
barbeque. “As soon as I get home we’re 
going to have a braai to celebrate.”

Craic: Irish term for fun or gossip. 
“Great craic watching the game.”

Dwtty: Welsh for someone who is little. 
“That scrumhalf is dwtty.”

Fairy-dust: An American expression 

meaning something is too technical or 
obscure to understand. “The refereeing of 
the ruck is fairy-dust to me.”

Gutted: English slang for bitter 
disappointment. “I was absolutely gutted 
we lost.”

Hayibo! Derived from the Zulu meaning 
‘defi nitely not’, this expression is used by 
all South Africans when something seems 
unbelievable. “Hayibo! There’s no way 
that was a try.”

Isnae: Scottish for ‘is not’. “That yellow 
card isnae fair.”

Jandals: What New Zealanders call fl ip 
fl ops. “It’s going to be hot so I’m wearing 
my jandals.”

Kerfuffl  e: Canadian term for an 
awkward or stressful situation or 
commotion. “that was a bit of a kerfuffl  e 
on the tryline.”

Lekker: A word used in Namibia and 

South Africa to describe something that is 
good, great, cool or tasty. “The  lounge is 
a really lekker place to watch the match.”

Naff : English word for something that’s 
uncool. “You look really naff  in that 
anorak.”

Owt: Yorkshire term for anything. “You 
get owt for nowt.” You don’t get anything 
for nothing.

Quid: What the Brits call a pound. “I bet 
you ten quid we’ll beat you.”

Rark up: Kiwi expression for giving 
someone a good telling off . “The ref gave 
him a good rark up.”

Scrag: Australian term for holding 
someone by the neck or garment. “He got 
scragged just before the line.”

Toque: Canadian word for a woollen hat 
or beanie.

Uggs: Warm Australian sheepskin boots. 
“It’s freezing, best wear your beanie and 

uggs.”
Vuvuzela: A long, colourful plastic 

trumpet some South African fans use to 
make a loud braying sound. Apparently 
the word is derived from the Zulu for 
making a noise.

Whinge: Originally an English 
world for whining, sometimes used by 
Australians to describe the English. 
“Stop whinging and accept the better 
team won.”

XXXX: Pronounced ‘four x’ it is a 
brand of beer made in Queensland, 
Australia, and is also referred to as 
“Barbed wire.”.

Yabber: An Australian expression for 
talking a lot. “I wish the ref would stop 
yabbering and get on with the game.”

Zonked: English expression for totally 
exhausted. “The team must be totally 
zonked after that defensive eff ort.”

Photo: Sourced
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 NEWSHORN celebrates four years of success
NewsHorn Media has grown from 

a free small town publication in 
Nkomazi (Malalane) to a provincial, 
across-border newspaper in the short 
space of four years, the only of its 
kind. 

With a small team (2) of passionate 
staff  members, it won the coveted 
Kruger Chamber of Commerce and 
Tourism (KLCBT) entrepreneurial 
award in 2017, a mere two years after 
start-up and the only provincial paper 
to ever win such a prestigious award.

Today, from a one-room newspaper, 

it boasts its own offi  ces  in Sonpark 
and the staff  had grown considerably 
after being taken over by a local 
businessman.  

As more and more requests 
were received to service the 
neighbouring countries, NewsHorn 
added  Mozambique and eSwatini 
(Swaziland) to its posse of papers. 
Government considers its services of 
great importance to reach the furthest 
communities in Mpumalanga.

Beholden to no one, NewsHorn as 
an independent and free-thinking, 

The 
papers 

is a 
member 
of the 
KLCBT and 
sponsors 

various schools, 
sporting events 
and community 

and welfare 
programmes

newspaper had to battle giants in the 
industry. 

Besides the downturn in the 
economy, the new owner believed 
in the product and NewsHorn Media 
had become a media and marketing 
enterprise, off ering a plethora 
of social media products to 
its off ering which are still 
FREE, making it possible for 
all residents of the poorer 
rural communities to also be 
updated on important issues. 

Its distribution and 
products off ering are 
audited by the national 
Audit Bureau of 
Circulation(ABC). 

The papers is a member 
of the KLCBT and sponsors 
various schools, sporting 
events and community and 
welfare programmes. NewsHorn 

Media, has a 137% BEE rating and 
will continue to grow 
with its Good News 
maxim, ensuring 
Mpumalanga is 
presented as a viable 
business option and 
property area for out-
of-towners. 

This peoples’ paper 
will always ensure the 
smaller businesses are 
accommodated through 
low advertising rates 
and its bigger clients to 
benefi t from all services 
rendered and best price 

options.
As the voice of all its 

peoples, NewsHorn adheres 
to the motto of Working 
together, we can indeed 

make a diff erence.
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THE historic town of Barberton in Mpumalanga recently had a Freedom of the Town parade which saw residents take to the street to watch this 
beautiful spectacle. As Malinda Barry Holloway said on Facebook, “it made a person proud to be a Barberton resident.” Kudus to Suburb News for 
sharing the parade with Mpumalanga readers. If you missed it, watch it on Suburb News’s Facebook page.

THE historic town of Barberton in Mpumalanga recently had a Freedom of the Town parade which saw residents take to the street to watch this 

Watch Barberton’s iconic Freedom of Town parade

Sta�  reporter

THE Health Excellence Organisation 
(HEO), a non-profi t establishment (NGO) 
wants Mpumalanga’s residents to vote for 
those they think went the extra mile in 
delivering health care in the province.

The voting can be done on www.heosa.
org and winners will be awarded during 
the Health Conference to be held in White 
River in November. These practitioners 
could be from the private or public sector. 
Attendees would be mostly medical 
doctors, nurses, health policy drivers and 
others in the medical fi eld. 

Discussion would focus on HIV issues 
and TB. More than 700 000 people in 
Mpumalanga are HIV positive (more than 
15% of the country’s population.) Of these 
more than 7 000 died of the disease in 
Mpumalanga in 2018. According to the 
latest available fi gures the mortality rate 
across all provinces in South Africa is well 
over 78 000 people.

More than 1000 guests are expected at 
Ingwenyama Lodge between Mbombela 
and White River. Voting is open and closes 
on October 31.

Public to vote for 
best provincial 
health worker

WITH the current programme of 
the provincial legislature taking the 
parliament to its people over fi ve (5) days, 
communities were given opportunities to 
share their concerns about service delivery 
and other ad-hoc issues with provincial 
offi  cials.

Nkomazi’s mayor, Johannes 
Mkhatshwa, made it clear that his 
mandate is to serve all villages equally 
and warned residents “not to subscribe to 
cheap politics and heresies.” At the 
same time, he told attendees 
that they had to pay for 
services. 

He called this 
a collective 
responsibility. 
The mayor did 
not mince words 
when certain 
communities 
complained when 
there were those 
which were 
worse off . He 
also pointed out 
how politicians 
had made good 
on their promises. 

Various 
exhibitions were held at the same time in 
KaMhlushwa Hall where residents met 
councillors and members of provincial 
parliament. 

The theme for this programme of 
keeping  rural residents abreast of 
governmental issues was Growing 
Mpumalanga together.

Taking the Legislature 
to the people was a 
great success

Politicians proved that they could be trusted with 
the provincial reigns

Nkomazi’s mayor, Johannes Mkhatshwa.
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 Ramaphosa’s 
emergency plan 
to protect women

Sta�  Reporter 

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa has 
announced an emergency plan to deal 
with the violence against women and 
children in the country.

This includes R1.1 billion in 
additional funding in this fi nancial year 
to deal with gender-based violence.

Addressing a joint sitting of the 
National Assembly and National 
Council of Provinces last week, he said 
the plan strengthened existing measures 
and introduced new interventions in 
fi ve principal areas. These areas include 
how to prevent gender-based violence; 
strengthening the criminal justice 
system, as well as steps that need to be 
taken to enhance the legal and policy 
framework.

Other areas focus on what can be 
done to ensure adequate care, support 
and healing for victims of violence 
and measures to improve the economic 
power of women in South Africa. 

“This emergency action plan will be 
driven by an interim steering committee 
located in the presidency and co-
chaired by government and civil society 
organisations. 

“The steering committee will co-
ordinate rapid response at national level. 
The plan will be implemented over the 
next six months,” Ramaphosa said.

He called for the joint sitting to 
focus the attention of elected public 
representatives and the nation at large 
on the crisis of gender-based violence 
and femicide.

“To enhance the safety of women, 
we are going to, as a matter of urgency, 
make the necessary amendments to 
our laws and policies to ensure that 
perpetrators of gender-based violence 
are brought to book. We will make 
substantial additional funding available 
for a comprehensive package of 
interventions to make an immediate and 
lasting diff erence.

“Cabinet has resolved to direct 
R1.1bn in additional funding in this 
fi nancial year to the comprehensive 
response to gender-based violence. 
It is government’s intention that the 
funds appropriated for this programme 
will be raised from within the current 
budget allocation and will not require 
additional borrowing,” Ramaphosa said. 
Government will launch a mass media 
campaign that will target communities, 
public spaces, workplaces, campuses 
and schools, as well as recreational 
spaces like taverns. 

“As part of this campaign, we are 
going to provide gender sensitivity 
training to law-enforcement offi  cials, 
prosecutors, magistrates and policy 
makers, and ensure that those who are 
found in breach of their responsibilities 
in this regard are held to account. 

“We will undertake a mass 
mobilisation programme to train and 
deploy prevention activists to all of our 
278 municipalities,” the President said.

The campaign will focus on men’s 
groups and formations, at risk youth 
and off enders inside prisons. This will 
be matched with prevention education 
in schools. Women’s rights and gender 
power relations will be part of Life 
Orientation in the school curriculum. 
(Source: SA News Agency).
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Department of Social 
Development (DSD) had welcomed the 
Constitutional Court judgement which 
criminalises spanking of children. 

DSD spokesperson, Lumka Oliphant, 
said the judgement confi rmed the 
Department’s position that the common 
law defence of reasonable chastisement or 
what is commonly referred to as spanking, 
is unlawful and unconstitutional.

According to Oliphant the progressive 
judgment, which upholds the best interest 
of the child, as in the Constitution 
and the Children’s Act, further 
confi rms the Department’s 
contention that the use of any 
form of violence to discipline 
children is at variance with 
the supreme law of the land. 
“It is also inconsistent with 
various pieces of legislation 
and regional and international 
obligations that South 
Africa approved and aimed 
at preventing child 
abuse, neglect and 
maltreatment, 
and degradation, 
particularly in a 
violent society 
such as ours,” 
said Oliphant.

She added that over the years and through 
child participation initiatives such as 
the annual Nelson Mandela Children’s 
Parliament, South African children had 
asked the department as custodian of 
the Children’s Act to speedily outlaw 
the reasonable chastisement which they 
regarded as another form of violence 
against them.

“The judgment is indeed a victory for 
children because reasonable chastisement 
cannot be justifi ed as a form of positive 
discipline for children. The Department is 
working with civil society organisations 
to implement the white paper on families, 

which proposes positive parenting 
programmes to protect children 

from family violence, abuse, 
neglect and exploitation,” 
Oliphant said.
She also said the Department 

was committed to continue 
its work with all stakeholders 
in raising awareness and to 
improve positive parenting 

programmes and 
other interventions 

upholding the 
best interest of 
children as per 
the Concourt 
judgment.

Concourt criminalises 
spanking of children

Social development spokesperson, Lumka Oliphant.
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and regional and international 
obligations that South 
Africa approved and aimed 
at preventing child 
abuse, neglect and 

and degradation, 
particularly in a 

to implement the white paper on families, 
which proposes positive parenting 
programmes to protect children 

from family violence, abuse, 
neglect and exploitation,” 
Oliphant said.
She also said the Department 

was committed to continue 
its work with all stakeholders 
in raising awareness and to 
improve positive parenting 

programmes and 
other interventions 

upholding the 
best interest of 
children as per 
the Concourt 
judgment.

Alex Rose-Innes

Sta�  Reporter

TO design and build aff ordable cars in 
Africa, for African drivers - that’s the aim 
of a new car company, Mureza. Made 
for most of the African continent’s lack 
of road infrastructure, the cars would be 
tough. 

The start-up is based in South Africa, 
but describes itself as an African car 
company as the project is being driven 
by a group of Africans from various 
countries. The initial products will be 
born from a joint venture with Iran’s 
second biggest car company, the SAIPA 
Group, which will supply platforms 
and components - although in the long 
run the company will strive for product 
independence.

The fi rst model will be a crossover 
hatchback, called the Prim8 (which 
is pronounced Primate) and South 
Africans were able to see the prototype 
at the Automechanika Expo at Nasrec in 

ACCORDING to the executive director 
Master Builders South Africa (MBSA), 
Roy Mnisi, job losses in the construction 
sector and business failures are as a result 
of the government’s non-payment of 
fi nished projects or late paying.

It is not only small companies which 
had to close their doors, but even major 
construction entities such as Basil Read 
and Group Five are under debt review. 
The amount owed by the government is a 
whopping R5.5 billion. Mnisi said it was 
the biggest challenge facing the industry 
and despite governmental promises there 
had been no change in the situation.

The Construction Industry Development 
Board (CIDB) reported that 60% of 
payment owed to contractors is delayed 
for longer than 30 days after invoicing. 
Mnisi said the reason for this are bad 
budgeting, corruption, lack of proper 
fi nancial management as well as what 

A car for African conditions built by African men

Government owes building contractors billions

Johannesburg. A half-tonne bakkie, sedan 
and compact SUV are also planned at 
some point in the future, while a one-
tonne bakkie range is also said to be in the 
works.

The Prim8 (Primate) will initially be 
assembled in a software development 
kit (SDK) form at a facility in Rosslyn, 
as well as at the Willowvale plant in 
Zimbabwe and in the ex-Hyundai plant 
in Botswana. According to Mureza, the 
new compact crossover hatch will cost 
between R180 000 and R200 000 in fully 
equipped form. It will come with features 
like a 17.8cm touchscreen infotainment 
system with satnav, keyless entry, cruise 
control, power-adjustable driver’s seat, 
four airbags, ESP stability control, ABS 
and tyre pressure monitoring. Under 
the bonnet a 1.5-litre petrol engine will 
produce 87kW and it can be mated 
to either a fi ve-speed manual or CVT 
transmission.

The car will be covered by a three-year 
warranty. 

he called “the lack of consequence 
management.”

Majute Kgole, president of the 
Black Business Council in the Built 
Environment considered the fact that 
government departments ignore claiming 
clauses a major problem. Kgole also said 
that clients seemed to be afraid of not 
getting further projects if they complained.

Claims of a “construction mafi a” had 
been denied by government sources, 
but Joseph Montisetse, president of 
the National Union of Mineworkers 
(NUMSA) said they are alive and well and 
taking the law into their own hands.

With many engineers leaving the 
country, the situation is dire according to 
Thembinkosi Nzimande, past president 
of the South African Forum of Civil 
Engineering Contractors. Even President 
Cyril Ramaphosa had raised the issue 
of the dying construction industry in the 
country in parliament.

Source: Business Insider (Rewritten for 
style and length by Alex Rose-Inns.)
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Alex Rose-Innes

REMEMBER when the previous 
diaspora under the apartheid government 
happened and South Africans opposed to 
the regime (or the conscription campaign) 
left the country? Top economist, Mike 
Schussler had published a shocking graph 
of the new diaspora - South Africans 
immigrating to New Zealand.

According to his research into the 
matter, it had increased fi ve-fold from 
January 2014 to this January. The 
beginning of this year saw more than a 
1000 emigrate and just last month more 
than 860 followed suit. These are people 
with skills who could have benefi tted 
South Africa or otherwise those with 
enough money to start a business in a new 
country.

Just in one year from April 2018 to 
this April, more than 8 000 people left 
the country for good, this amounts to 
22 people per day according to the 
statistics department in New Zealand. 
It is indicated that these South Africans 
entered their new country on residence 
and work visas, but the data also shows 
that there had been an increase in student 

The skilled, the rich and the young are 
leaving SA in shocking numbers

visa-arrivals in recent years. According 
to an American think tank Pew Research, 
60 000 South Africans are now living in 
a country where the colour of your skin 
does not count, only the skills brought 
to their shores. It’s crime rate is almost 
non-existent, many opportunities exist 
and it is child friendly. According to the 
latest research, this is the fourth highest 
migration out of SA. 

Pew found that the amount of SA expats 
in New Zealand is only surpassed by 
those in the the United Kingdom (210 00), 
Australia with190 000 and the United 
States with 100 000. Dubai is also seeing 
more and more SA expats landing on its 
shores and earning millions a month tax 
free and so is Mauritius with beautiful 
beaches to boot.

SA’s crime levels are 94% higher than 
that of the Maori country with our SA 
police force size 3435 times more than 
theirs. Our local violent crimes and rapes 
are 5 times higher than that of New 
Zealand. But look at the bright size – 
South Africans smoke less cannabis, but 
this could change in the near future with 
the new weed laws.

Source: Mark Schussler for Business 
Insider. WWW.RACUS.CO.ZA/

SHE is young, she is vibrant, she is 
multi-talented, she is Mpumalanga’s 
new singing sensation, Gugu Ice.

Mpumalanga’s house music new 
kid on the block is fast proving  to 
be a force to be reckoned with in the 
entertainment industry.  

The 23-year-old Gugu Ice, whose real 
name is Gugulethu Nkambule, hails 
from Lekazi just outside Nelspruit. 

Earlier this month, she released her 
new single titled Angeke, which has 
since dazzled  music lovers throughout 
the province. 

Soon after the release, the song in 
which she has worked with DJ Mnyasa, 
enjoyed the airplay on local radio 
stations, including Mpumalanga’s 

Masoka Dube biggest SABC radio station, 
Ligwalagwala FM, where it featured 
as the song of the week before it was 
released.  

Gugu Ice said the release of her latest 
song was in line with the fi ght against 
women abuse that was rampant in the 
country.

“The message in the song is that 
women, especially young women, must 
stop going to places of entertainment 
expecting men to pay for them because 
they end up taking advantage of them 
and abuse them. That’s where the abuse 
starts, so it is important that we take 
care of ourselves,” the beautiful singer 
said.

Although her music career started in 
2017, Gugu Ice has already performed 
in many gigs throughout the province, 
and is fast becoming a household name 

Gugu Ice takes music industry by storm
The new kid on the block, Gugu Ice, is taking audiences by storm.

in the industry with only three songs 
under her belt.

“Since I started to perform with my 
dancers, we are getting booked a lot. 
When we get off  the stage, we often fi nd 
event organisers waiting to book us. 
They love our performance, that is why 
they are always willing to book us,” she 
said.

The singing star is a versatile artist 
who also does other genres. She has 
tried her hand to acting and sport as 
well but singing remains close to her 
heart. She presented Mpumalanga in 
rhythmic gymnastics and also competed 
at national and international level. 

“I started gymnastics when I was still 
very young, but when I reached 18 years 
I stopped, to focus on other things. I 
am also in possession of mechanical 
engineering and business administration 

COMMUNITY NEWS

The new kid on the block, Gugu Ice, is taking audiences by storm.

qualifi cations,” she said.
“Even though I was singing at 

church, I started to take my singing 
career seriously after I was asked to be 
part of one of the local artists’ music 
video. When we were there we started 
freestyling, and later I got a call that 
they were interested to groom me as a 
singer. Since then I never looked back,” 
Gugu said. 

She said her father was a pastor in 
fulltime ministry, and he understood 
and supported her music career. “Both 
my parents have been supportive of 
everything I do.”

Gugu can be contacted via her social 
media platforms @Gugu Ice or on 
gnkambule88@gmail.com or on 
072 829 4886. She also enjoys working 
at NEWSHORN as an advertising sales 
executive.
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Coff ee growers in Mozambique are 
already playing a major role in not 
only feeding their own, impoverished 
families, but making a positive impact on 
deforestation in the country.

Deforestation is a major problem in 
Mozambique with illegal Chinese loggers 
and local maize farmers stripping the 
forested areas. 

FROM September 24, SA Airlink will 
add another fl ight to and from Pemba in 
Mozambique. 

Apart from the usual schedule, the 
added service will leave O R Tambo 
International Airport in Gauteng every 
Tuesday. 

A 37-seater jet will now be 

Syrah Resources, owner of a graphite 
mine in Balema, Mozambique, 
dropped its production after the recent 
depreciation of China’s currency, 
the seasonal demand of the product 
and more countries trading with this 
eastern country. Chine is currently the 

Could Mozambique become a global 
co� ee producer?

Mozambique’s GDP to be a� ected 
by mine closure

Photo: Sourced

Photo: Sourced

Another Airlink � ight to 
Pemba in Mozambique

complementing the usual weekly 
schedule currently operating on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays.

The area in and around Pemba 
has seen an increase in tourism as 
well as growth in the oil and gas 
industries.

world’s largest graphite consumer. 
With electric cars on the horizon, 
graphite production will be impacted 
globally.

Mine production in Belama will 
drop from 15 000 tonnes per month 
(pm) to no more than 5 000pm.

There are an estimated 400 individual 
coff ee growers in the country and it is 
expected to grow. 

With non-governmental organisations 
planting more trees and training the local 
population, Mozambique may just in 
the not so far future become one of the 
world’s biggest coff ee growers aside from 
Kenya and Ethiopa.

Compiled by Alex Rose-Innes
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MOST people, especially from the 
black community, associate farming with 
poverty and many children were robbed 
of an opportunity to learn the importance 
of working the land and its role in the 
economic development of the country 
until the new democracy in 1994.

Siphiwe Mkhatshwa from Nkomazi 
in Mpumalanga had however been 
exposed to farming from a very 
young age and realised that 
one could accumulate wealth 
through land ownership and 
farming. 

She and her siblings 
assisted their father working 
a seven hectare (ha) piece 
of land and grew their own 
vegetables.

The seven hectares grew 
to 10ha and after lodging a 
successful land claim and 
the start-up of a co-op, 930 
households are today living 
on the income by producing 
sugar cane and bananas on 
3900ha of land.  

With a private loan and grants from 
government’s Land Redistribution for 

A success story of proper training and hard work provides a lesson to all

Sandile Mkhabela taking care of his chickens.

Agricultural Development 
(LRAD) Programme, the 1300 

benefi ciaries provide not only 
sugar cane on a large scale, but even 
sell bananas to an international market, 
including Mozambique.

Masoka Dube

Tumelo waga Dibakwane

A 22-year- old agricultural student and 
entrepreneur,Sandile Mkhabela, are also  
urging young people to start businesses 
elated to what they have studied. 

Mkhabela, who was born in 
Schoemansdal in Nkomazi, runs 
a company, Sucseed Investments, 
specialising in providing poultry and 
eggs. He is a fi nal year diploma student 
in Plant Production at the University of 
Mpumalanga (UMP). 

This young businessman who grew up 
in a poor family said poverty motivated 
him to venture into this business to 
supplement the income at home. “Soon as 
I arrived at the university I took advantage 
of the free access to the internet to 
research the business. Being an agriculture 
student, it also assisted me a lot to have a 
better understanding of the business I was 
venturing into,” said Mkhabela.

He said before registering at UMP, the 
family had a few chickens at home, but he 
never knew he could use them to start a 
business.  

“I spend most of my time researching 
the poultry business and developed my 
love for the poultry industry,” he said. His 
business started three years ago after 
he bought an additional 14 hens which 
supplied 11 eggs a day and he used that 
to feed his family and also sell to the 
community.

 “I started selling the surplus eggs to my 
neighbours for money to maintain my 14 
hens. I used an old disposed refrigerator 
to build a homemade incubator that 
accommodated 88 eggs which at a later 
stage gave me problems,” he said. His 
business started growing and he used his 
food allowance to buy 200 more chicks. 
“I started feeding and growing them but 
unfortunately, after six months, I realised 

that the supplier sold me only male chicks. 
I was so stressed because I had invested a 
lot of money to grow those chickens and 
they were useless because they were all 
males,” said Mkhabela.

He later managed to privately raise  
R15 000 to buy his own bigger incubator 
which had a capacity for delivering 1056 

Agriculture saved me from poverty, says young farmer
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eggs a day. “Mrs. Nokthula Sambo, who 
is the owner of Phakamile investments 
helped me a lot and this year she gave 
me a loan of R10 000 to further grow my 
business.” With the loan he upgraded his 
small business and bought more than 700 
broiler hen which hatched another 200 
chicks. “Now my challenge is packaging 

and market penetration.” 
The young man’s dream is to produce 2 

000 chicks every week and produce more 
eggs every month. He said the UMP saw 
his work and bought him 50 more hens. 

“I would like to encourage all young 
people in our country to stop waiting and 
complaining about the government.”

At age 26, Mkhatshwa’s father fell ill 
and she took over the running of the farm, 
the only young woman in the Bambanani 
Co-op.  The South African (SA) consumer 
goods and milling company, RCL Foods 
sponsored the talented and hardworking 

Mkhatshwa to undergo a three-
year training course at the SA 
Sugar Association on how to run a 
successful farming business. 

Today, RCL buys sugarcane from 
the co-op as does Woolworths and 
many other local businesses. 

Bambanani supports local 
students with bursaries and provide 
black and white young people from 
the area in the agricultural fi eld with 
jobs. 

The goal of the Association is to 
ensure the business is kept within 
the benefi ciaries ‘families for the 
next generation to benefi t.

This young girl had to overcome 
many obstacles, but as a successful 
businesswoman today, Mkhatshwa 
encourages other young women, 
to take agricultural courses to 
empower themselves. 

She believes that farming is an 
industry which can reduce poverty 
and it is “where the money is. 

Women are ready and can handle 
any job, the only thing they need 
to do is use this land and they will 
never suff er again. 

Government is available to assist 
anyone who needs land for good 
use.”

Women 
are 

ready 
and can 

handle any job, 
the only thing 

they need to do is 
use this land and 

they will never 
su� er again



Christiaan Hattingh and Lukas Radley in a ball-scrum during a recent hockey event.

KOMATIPOORT  se Puma stoeiers mag klein wees, maar het baie vermag. Na twee jaar se harde 
werk het hierdie mannetjies as Puma stoeiers gekwali� seer. Baie geluk aan van links: Wessel 
van Wyk, Christiaan Kok, Gideon Gilliland en Gerhard du Plesses. Hulle sal vroeg aanstaande 
maand hulle splinternuwe klere ontvang.

KEVIN Forssman will be holding 
the � ag of Laerskool Malelane high 
during the upcoming provincial 
championships. During a local try-
out, he made the Mpumalanga team 
for under 9’s. Despite the fact that not 
everyone who participated made the 
provincial team, everyone gave their 
best and made many a grandmother 
very proud, judging all the comments 
on Facebook!

Christiaan Hattingh and Lukas Radley in a ball-scrum during a recent hockey event.

KOMATIPOORT  se Puma stoeiers mag klein wees, maar het baie vermag. Na twee jaar se harde 

Young hockey players show their mettle

Klein stoeiertjies bereik groot hoogtes

Mallies learners 
performed at 
their best
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Kevin Forrsman, Jayden 
Brummer and Marthinus Kelder.

Kevin Forsmann who is going to hold 
up high Mallies Laer at the inter-
provincial event.


