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THE news that the City of Mbombela 
did not get a clean audit for this fi nancial 
year, came as a major shock for many. 

It referred to the lingering eff ects of the 
periods prior to the arrival of municipal 
manager, Neil Diamond, and his 
miraculous turn-around strategy, which he 
implemented despite inheriting historical 
losses and more than R1 billion of other 
debt. 

The Auditor-General (A-G), Kimi 
Makwetu, published the municipal audit 
report for the 2017/2018 fi nancial year 
and right on the onset, things did not look 
good. 

The overall results showed a steady 
decline in compliance and implementation 
of the A-G’s recommendations from the 
previous fi nancial year.

Although it was noted that irregular 
expenditure had decreased, it was 
equally alarming that only 8% of the 257 
municipalities in South Africa registered 
clean audits, compared to the 14% of 
2016/17. As many as 63 municipalities 
across South Africa regressed.

According to Linda Grimbeeck, the 
chief executive offi  cer of the Kruger 
Lowveld Chamber of Commerce 
(KLCBT), Diamond managed to curb 
wastage and implemented many solutions 
to the former problems. 

Makwetu made it clear that no fault 

could be found with the latest reported 
fi nancial statements’ accuracy, but noted 
the historical shortfall and debt burden 
inherited by Diamond. 

Only 18% of municipalities nationally 
could provide “quality fi nancial statements 
and performance reports, as well as 
complied with all key legislation, thereby 
receiving a clean audit.” This was out of 
257 observed.

In the A-G report, this is how 
Mpumalanga fared: Clean audits in 
Mpumalanga regressed from 10 in 
2016/2017 to 5% in the observed fi nancial 
year. Only one municipality registered an 
improvement, while nine showed signs of 
regression.

“Despite our strong message in the 
previous years, calling on both the local 
government and the provincial leadership 
to deal decisively with the accountability 
failures by stabilising local government 
(i.e. fi lling vacancies and capacitating 
local government) and implementing 
consequences for those who transgress 
governance laws, the province did not 
heed this message, resulting in these 
regressed audit results,” Makwetu said.

The main problems highlighted at the 
City of Mbombela, were the fi nancial 
shortfall which showed a loss of R184 
million and the huge debt burden of more 
than R1bn, the bulk of which was incurred 
during this period and before Diamond’s 
appointment. 

This year, before Diamond’s departure, 

Makwetu slams City of 
Mbombela in annual audit

he brought the loss down from multi-
millions to a mere R152m, all part of his 
now well-known turn-around strategy, 
which was hugely benefi cial to the City.

Huge amounts owed to the municipality 
had to be written off . This totalled more 
than R300m and could be attributed 
to mistakes in the actual bookkeeping 
system, corrected by Diamond. The books 
were in such a bad state and the reports 
so poor that the A-G said that if he 
had not been forced to perform the 
audit as part of his job, he would 
have declined.

These mistakes led to the A-G 
noting in his report, “These events 
or conditions indicate that a 
material uncertainty exists that 
may cast signifi cant doubt on 
the fi nancial sustainability of the 
municipality”. 

He was referring to as much 
as 65% of the total outstanding 
losses shown during the former 
audit.”

With the City buying 16% 
more electricity than was billed 
out to consumers, which was 
lost due to non-payment by 
consumers and 20.5% more water 
than was pumped, the losses 
amounted to R106m and R4,7m 
respectively. 

Mbombela in annual audit
he brought the loss down from multi-
millions to a mere R152m, all part of his 
now well-known turn-around strategy, 
which was hugely benefi cial to the City.

Huge amounts owed to the municipality 
had to be written off . This totalled more 
than R300m and could be attributed 
to mistakes in the actual bookkeeping 
system, corrected by Diamond. The books 
were in such a bad state and the reports 
so poor that the A-G said that if he 
had not been forced to perform the 
audit as part of his job, he would 

These mistakes led to the A-G 
noting in his report, “These events 

the fi nancial sustainability of the 

losses shown during the former 

more electricity than was billed 

consumers and 20.5% more water 

amounted to R106m and R4,7m 

City of Mbombela municipal manager, 
Neil Diamond.
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Taking a tour of the new oncology ward are, from left, Mpho Mogale, director of hospital 
services, department of health deputy director-general Sipho Motau and MEC Sasekani Manzini.

Catering account 
drastically cut
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

The MEC for Health in Mpumalanga, 
Sasekani Manzini, has offi  cially launched 
an oncology ward at the Rob Ferreira 
Hospital in Mbombela. This means that 
such services are now available for the 
fi rst time in Mpumalanga. 

Among the dignitaries at the opening 
ceremony were the Head of Department 
of Health, Dr Savera Mohangi, the Deputy 
Director-General: Clinical Services, Sipho 
Motau and various provincial and districts 
senior managers. 

The department has identifi ed the dire 

need for an oncology treatment centre in 
the province and Rob Ferreira Hospital, 
one of only two tertiary hospitals in the 
province, was identifi ed to off er the much 
needed services.

The launch marks the beginning of a 
new era to the majority of cancer patients 
who used to travel a long distance to Steve 
Biko Academic Hospital in Pretoria, to 
receive oncology services.

The department of health collaborated 
with the University of Witwatersrand to 
make the launch of the oncology unit 
possible. Manzini said the the government 
and health department were excited that 
they fi nally managed to off er the services. 

 MEC opens cancer ward at RF hospital

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not disaster, 
plans to bring about the future you hope for.” - GNB

Diamond had broken electricity and 
water metres replaced after conducting 
a meter audit, which saw increased 
savings. 

He even curbed the excessive internal 
catering account, which saved another 
R1m just on food. 

However, such was the state of 
fi nancial mismanagement that a complete 
turn-around could not be done in the 
short time Diamond was part of the 
legislature. Other concerns of the A-G 
included grant funding never used 
(more than R148m) and which had been 
subsequently taken away by the national 
government, irregular expenditure (more 
than R1bn) and R29m debt interest on 
overdue Eskom accounts. 

The A-G referred to these as “fruitless 
and wasteful expenditures” and also 
made reference to illegal contracts 
granted, some of which Diamond could 
cancel.

The fi nal bomb from Makhewa came 
when he noted; “specifi c inconsistencies 
identifi ed in some of the evidence 
provided during the audit raise signifi cant 
concern about the integrity, ethical 
conduct or diligence of the offi  cials who 
are responsible for the preparation of 
such evidence, which calls into question 
the reliability and the genuineness of the 
evidence obtained.  

“I would have withdrawn from the 
engagement in terms of the ISA’s; 
however, the legislated requirements 
to perform the statutory audit of the 
municipality do not permit this.” 

“The hospital has already seen about 
90 patients and more will be assisted. We 
are also planning to expand the services 
to other hospitals but that is still at a 
planning stage,” she said.

Mpho Shisane, a patient at the hospital, 
expressed her excitement about the 
service at Rob Ferreira. “I am very 
happy that I am one of the fi rst patients 
to receive cancer treatment. I am a bit 
nervous because I have never underwent 
chemotherapy, but I believe everything 
will be going well”.

The MEC, guests and staff  took a tour of 
the ward after the offi  cial ceremonies were 
concluded.
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MEC urges underperforming 
municipalities to lift standards

Masoka Dube

THE MEC of the Mpumalanga 
Department of Co-operative Governance 
and Traditional Aff airs (Cogta) has called 
on municipalities in the province to put 
in more eff ort to improve service delivery 
and governance.

Mandla Msibi’s call came after the 
shocking news that only one municipality 
in the province received a clean audit 
from the Auditor General (A-G), Kimi 
Makwetu, for the 2017/2018 fi nancial 
year. All others, including Mbombela, 
failed.

According to Makwetu’s latest 
audit results, only the Gert Sibande 
District Municipality received a clean 
audit.  His report showed that almost 
all the municipalities highlighted bad 
management in fi nancial management and 
service delivery.

In the light of this, the leadership of the 
City of Mbombela, Victor Khanye and 
Msukaligwa last week met with Msibi at 
the government’s Samora Machel building 
in Mbombela to discuss challenges that 
hamper the delivery of services. Msibi 
also engaged the municipalities of  Thaba 
Chweu, Lekwa, Dr JS Moroka and Dr 
Pixley Ka Isaka Seme in discussions.

“During the meeting, I urged them 
to address the A-G’s fi ndings. The A-G 
identifi ed many issues relating to fi nancial 
mismanagement,” Msibi said. 

“It will assist us if you can furnish us 
with reports detailing progress and the 
steps you have taken to address these 
fi ndings. These reports will help us to 
determine the type of support we must 
provide you to turn things around,” Msibi 
told the municipalities.

He said the reports must also indicate 
steps taken to fi ll critical vacancies as 
a measure to strengthen the capacity 
of municipal administrations, and the 
fi nancial status to indicate whether they 

were able to pay creditors, such as Eskom.
“The A-G’s fi ndings point to the 

poor capacity of the administration. We 
need to know progress in the fi lling of 
critical vacancies, such as the municipal 
manager’s position in Victor Khanye 
municipality,” he added.

“Section 154 of the Constitution of 
the Republic of South Africa charges the 
provincial government and the national 
government with the responsibility to 
support municipalities. These visits 
are a perfect opportunity for us as the 
department to determine the inhibiting 
factors of service delivery,” Msibi 
concluded.

Msibi said he was hoping that the 
engagements would position the 
department to also provide the proper 
support required to improve the 
functionality of the municipalities.  

“Section 154 of the constitution of 
the republic charges the provincial 
government and national government 
with the responsibility to support 
municipalities. These meetings are 
a perfect opportunity for us as the 
department to determine the inhibiting 
factors of service delivery,” Msibi said.
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COMFORT Khosa’s name will not add 
any benefi ts to his life after being arrested 
for allegedly trying to smuggle dagga into 
the Barberton Prison. 

Khosa is expected to appear in the 
Nelspruit Magistrate’s Court again 
next month after being arrested by the 
Emergency Special Team (EST).

“The EST got a tip-off  about an offi  cial 
on his way to smuggle dagga to the centre 
and they followed offi  cials from Nelspruit, 
where he collected the marijuana, on his 
way to the centre,” said Mpumalanga 
Correctional Services communication 
offi  cer, Messiah Hlongwane.

“When he arrived at the main gate of the 
centre, he was directed to the searching 
room, where he tried in vain to escape. He 
was in possession of four packaged balls 
of dagga weighing one kilogram with an 
estimated street value of R3000,” he said.

Hlongwane said the police were called 
and the suspect was taken into custody. 

Khosa appeared in the Nelspruit 
Magistrate’s Court last week on charges 
of drug dealing, possession of dagga and 
contravening the Correctional Services 
Act 111 of 1998. He was granted R2000 
bail.

The Department of Correctional 
Services has launched an internal 
investigation and suspended Khosa.

“The department takes rehabilitation of 
off enders very serious and it will deal with 
every object that impedes its mandate. 
The issue of contraband was a thorny one, 
until the department deployed the EST 
to control the main gates of correctional 
centres. We are happy to see that this 
move is producing results and we continue 
to warn the public and our employees to 
stop smuggling,” Hlongwane said.  

THE City of Mbombela Municipality’s 
executive mayor, Sibusiso Mathonsi, said 
August 10 will in future be celebrated 
annually as The City of Mbombela Day.

On that day, said Mathonsi, the 
municipality would take stock of all the 
municipality’s infrastructural and social 
projects still to be completed. 

He also said that the City was planning 
on introducing a train that would travel 

WITH its promises of avoiding dark 
days in more ways than one, Eskom said 
it had come up with a workable plan for 
the upcoming summer. Chief operating 
offi  cer, Jan Oberholzer, told the media last 
week that the struggling state enterprise 
could for the next seven months keep 
lights on and air cons rolling. That is now 
despite being “tight and vulnerable”.

So far, Eskom had no power cuts for 
the past 164 days, which shows Jan 
maak ‘n plan. However, unpredictable 
and unreliable plants such as Kendal, 
Arnot and Kriel in Mpumalanga, Tutuka 
and the never-getting-fi nished Medupi, 

THE rehabilitation of Sections N4-3 
and N4-4 between the OR Tambo and the 
Van Dyksdrift Interchanges on the N4 Toll 
Route is set to begin next month.

This comes after the appointment 
of Raubex Construction as the offi  cial 
contractor for the extensive project. 

This 17km stretch of the N4 Toll Route 
was originally built as a concrete road and 
currently has an asphalt overlay. Major 
rehabilitation and expansion works will 
include the removal and replacement of 
failed concrete slabs and thereafter the 
overlaying of the entire section. 

In addition, 7km of passing lanes will 
be constructed. The project is valued 
at approximately R300 million and is 
expected to take 12 months to complete. 

It is one of the several major upgrades 
and rehabilitation projects being done 
along the route. Road users are advised 
that during the month of November, traffi  c 
fl ow will be aff ected as lane reductions 
and/or deviations will be in eff ect. This 
may result in delays and road users are 
urged to be patient and plan their trips 
accordingly. TRAC communications 
manager, Solange Soares-Nicholson 
would like to thank the public for their 
co-operation at construction zones along 
the route and assure motorists of their 
continued commitment to maintaining the 
N4 Toll Route in excellent condition. 

 Prison warden in 
court for smuggling 
dagga into jail

 City of Mbombela Day to be celebrated annually

 Eskom’s summer plans rolled out

 Contractor for concrete 
section appointed

daily from Mbombela to Mozambique and 
Swaziland in less than an hour.

“We want to come together with all the 
diff erent departments, to go and verify 
and attest for ourselves to the fact that we 
are doing the right things to achieve the 
projects we have set aside to achieve,” 
Mathonsi said.

He added that water and sanitation 
projects were top on the agenda, while 
also giving an indication of plans for the 
establishment of a cross-border railway 
transport system between South Africa, 

are the main culprits. But there was now 
enough coal, Oberholzer said, while plant 
maintenance is being undertaken and load 
shedding could be only referring to losing 
weight. According to various scenarios 
shared with the media, there shall be light. 
The sun and Eskom will shine on. 

Meanwhile, energy experts say he is 
on the right track, not over promising 
anything, but has a great grasp of issues.

Oberholzer said that in Eskom’s nine-
point turnaround plan, the focus had 
moved from “prepare for the rain” to 
reducing emissions, particularly at seven 
of the 87 generation units where the levels 
are high. However, it would be a case of 
not having the money to do so said Eskom 
chairman, Jabo Mabuzo.

Comfort Khoza with the dagga that was 
allegedly found in his possession.

Swaziland and Mozambique.
“We are planning on having a train that 

will travel every day from Mbombela to 
Mozambique and Swaziland in under than 
an hour. This will strengthen business 
relationships between all the countries, 
while also opening business opportunities. 
It will also enable and fast track our 
development plans,” Mathonsi said.

Celebrations would also include 
acknowledgement of various major 
achievements by the residents of 
Mbombela.

Cogta MEC, Mandla Msibi.
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THE South African Breweries’ 
S AB Foundation Tholoana Enterprise 
Programme is looking for entrepreneurs 
who are passionate and dedicated to 
growing the economy and creating jobs.

Can you imagine your business turnover 
growing by 300% and creating 10 new 
jobs for your community? 

Mpumalanga-based Freddy and Sons 
Maintenance and Engineering, a past 
participant of the programme, is doing 
just that. 

South Africa is full of young, inspired 
and passionate entrepreneurs who are 
working tirelessly to change the path the 
country is on. 

The SAB Foundation Tholoana 
Enterprise Programme is looking 
for businesses which have 
the potential for growth and 
the desire to create jobs. 
Applications for this year’s 
programme are open until 26 
September. 

The structured 18-month 
programme invests in 
entrepreneurs, particularly 
women, youth, people in 
rural areas and persons with 
disabilities. 

It off ers skilled 
mentorship, business 
development tools and 
training, powerful peer networks, access 
to fi nance and support throughout their 
time on the programme, to entrepreneurs.

So far, the SAB Foundation has 
provided over R6 million in grant funding 
and business support to 60 entrepreneurs 
in Mpumalanga. 

This has helped them grow their 
collective turnover by 324%, from R9m 
at inception to over R38m as at 2018 and 
employ 286 people of which 121 are new 
jobs.

Let’s grow the South African economy - one SME at a time

Amandla Mali, representative of the SAB Foundation, handing Freddy Sibuyi, founder 
of Freddy and Sons Maintenance and Engineering, the Tholoana Award during the 
programme graduation ceremony in 2018.

Past and present participants 
continue to achieve incredible things 
in their businesses. 

Freddy Sibuyi, founder of 
Freddy and Sons Maintenance and 
Engineering, increased his turnover 
from R602 830 to over R2.2m 
and grew his workforce from fi ve 
employees to 15. 

He says being on the SAB 
Foundation Tholoana Enterprise 
Programme has crystallised his goals. 

“The programme helped me to 
integrate my business 
and to understand 
what it takes to run a 
business successfully 
and that I should 
be a growth-driven 
entrepreneur.”

Director of the SAB 
Foundation, Bridgit 
Evans says: “We want 
to make a lasting 
impact and we want 
these entrepreneurs to 
succeed. 

“What sets 
this programme apart 
from others is that the 
entrepreneurs are not just 
another number - they 
are individuals and there 

is a personal touch throughout the 
programme. We value their personal 
and professional wellbeing.”

To fi nd out more or apply to 
the SAB Foundation Tholoana 
Enterprise Programme visit https://
sabfoundation.co.za/tholoana-
enterprise-programme.

For further information, contact 
Megan Manley at The Friday Street 
Club on 060 774 6841 or e-mail: 
megan@thefridaystreetclub.co.za.

(Genesis 37:3-6) - HIS father, Israel, 
loved Joseph more than his other sons. He 
even made a beautiful, technicolour robe 
for him. When the brothers saw that their 
father loved Joseph more, they hated him. 
Joseph also had a dream for the future and 
for that, they hated him even more.

Joseph went after his brothers and found 
them near a place called Dothan, but they 
saw him in the distance and plotted to kill 
him, saying; “Here comes the dreamer! 
Let’s kill him.”

BUT, Joseph had done the right things 
and had been obedient to God and his 
father, which cost him his home and 
his inheritance. His brothers sold him 
as a slave to Midianite merchants on 
their way to Egypt. BUT Joseph was 

honourable, yet still 
he was slandered for 
becoming a slave 
in the home of an 
offi  cial in Egypt 
named Potiphar. 
Joseph had decided 
that if life gives 
you lemons, you 
make lemonade. He 
continues to honour 
the Lord and worked 

Honour your father and mother
Pastor Anthony Ngwenja (Junior-Apostolic Gospel Church)Pastor Mzwandile Twala (Halfway Assembly)079 561 4752 062 569 0604

 Know your God and wait on Him
hard at what was assigned to him. He 
served Potiphar with integrity and decided 
that when the opportunity came, he would 
talk to Potiphar about his God.

The Lord was with Joseph and blessed 
everything he oversaw. Potiphar noticed 
this and promoted Joseph to a higher 
position in the household. If you faithfully 
serve God, He will bless you and open 
doors for you. Joseph’s character was even 
tested by Potiphar’s wife. 

Put yourself in Joseph’s place … he 
had followed the Lord’s will despite life 
being unfair to him. Even when thrown in 
prison, God was with Joseph. 

God turned Joseph’s situation around. 
Whatever he did, God made him succeed. 
People are going to fail you, disappoint 
you, and leave you hanging out to dry. Let 
that drive you to God.

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man, 
but blessed is the man who trusts in the 
Lord, whose trust is the Lord, he is like 
a tree planted by the water.” (Jer 17:5,6). 
Learn to wait upon the Lord and He shall 
renew your strength. Remember God’s 
timing is always perfect and He is faithful. 
What He said in His word He will do. He 
is not a man that he should lie. He keeps 
His promises.

Ephesians 6:2 says honour your 
father and mother, which is the fi rst 
commandment with a promise. The word 
honour conveys the idea of respect, esteem 
and treats with deference and submission. 
A father and mother created you, whether 
it be spiritual or physical. It also includes 
those who ensure your wellbeing or that 
of your child or performing duties of 
parents.  It is important to understand that 
this is a command from God and not just 
a suggestion by a writer, philosopher, 
psychologist, pastor or anybody. 

Psalm 27:10 says “when my father and 
my mother forsake me, then the Lord will 
take me up”.

It is a sad truth that the above scripture 
is undeniable applicable to many people 
as they have been forsaken by their 
parents. They are still struggling with the 
hurtful, disgraceful and cruelty and abuse 
they endured which makes it extremely 
diffi  cult for them to give honour to their 
parents. But it can be done through and by 
the grace of our Almighty God.

Deuteronomy 5:16 indicates that to 
honour your father and mother, as the 
Lord your God has commanded you, your 
days may be prolonged and that it may go 
well with you in the land which the Lord 

your God gives you. 
The following 

are a few of many 
diff erent ways to 
give honour to your 
father or mother: 
listening, paying 
attention when 
your father talks 
to you and taking 
his instructions. 
Not despising 
your mother, nor 
forsaking her 
teaching. Be a 

wise son and wise daughter, be righteous 
(upright and blameless), be tender and 
be their crown. Never speak evil of your 
father and mother. In Matthew 15:4 God 
commanded, saying, “Honour your father 
and mother. He who curses or reviles 
or speaks evil of or abuses or treats 
improperly his father or mother, let him 
surely come to his end by death”. 

This scripture signifi es the signifi cance 
of honouring your parents. I encourage 
everyone to consider constantly honouring 
your parents because you will be keeping 
the commandment of God and will obtain 
those promises God made.

Pastor Mzwandile 
Twala.

Pastor Anthony 
Ngwenja

We 
want 

to make 
a lasting 

impact and 
we want these 
entrepreneurs 

to succeed

ADVERTORIAL
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Dex Sibiya

SOUTH African National Parks 
(SANParks) would grant free access to 
South African day visitors to most of its 
21 national parks.

The campaign from 8 to 15 September 
would aff ord locals with a valid identity 
document, an opportunity to spend a day 
at a national park of their choice free of 
charge. For the fi rst time, a weekend is 
now included in the free access. 

“SANParks is striving to provide all 
South Africans with equal opportunities 
and in line with our vision of a world-
class system of sustainable national parks 
reconnecting and inspiring society, we 

EXPORTING citrus from eSwatini, 
Mpumalanga and Limpopo from the 
Maputo port in Mozambique, makes total 
sense says Justin Chadwick, CEO of 
Citrus Growers SA (CGA).

This has never been done before and 
with the excellent harbour facilities in 
Maputo, it will benefi t the CGA members.

However, Chadwick said that for any 
reasonable volume to be exported from 
Maputo, orders from the Far East (China 
and Japan), Asia and the Middle East were 
essential to make these shipments viable. 

Since exports to China and Japan 
require preclearance inspections and given 
that these fruit exports require in-transit 
cold treatment, it will be necessary to 
build an approved cold treatment facility 

 South African day visitors granted 
free entry into most national parks

Fruit exports from Mozambique a 
viable concept for local farmers 

want to inspire people to take pride 
in and to enjoy their national parks 
while spending time in nature and to 
start to understand the importance of 
conservation,” said Fundisile Mketeni, 
SANParks’ chief operating offi  cer.

He said SANParks was committed to 
raising awareness about the importance 
of environmental education and the need 
to sustain the beauty of the country’s 
national parks.

“SANParks encourages all South 
Africans to visit a national park near 
them during the free week/weekend. The 
survival of the national parks system 
and our natural and cultural heritage 
lies with the people of South Africa,” 
Mketeni said.

on the Maputo corridor.
The rail line between Nelspruit and DP 

World in Maputo, (specialising in cargo 
logistics, port terminal operations and 
maritime services and used by CGA) is 
very effi  cient. 

According to Chadwick, to send 
thousands of fruit containers from South 
Africa to Mozambique via railroad will 
off er many advantages from a border 
clearance point of view as opposed to the 
current road transport. 

Chadwick considers the best approach 
to this to be a multi-party investment 
between shipping lines, Transnet and 
producers (either independently or through 
exporters), all having an interest in the 
long term viability of the project. 

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks 
Agency (MTPA), with the Department 
of Economic Development and Tourism 
(DEDT) are continuing to educate the 
public about the importance of tourism.

Every year in September, tourism 
authorities in the country run campaigns 
in which they encourage locals to visit 
the country’s tourists’ attraction sites. In 
Mpumalanga, Tourism Month awareness 
was launched at Manyeleti Reserve at the 
end of last month. 

“The focus is to continue with 
our campaigns to educate our local 
communities on the importance of tourism 
as everyone’s business and requires that 
we all work together in providing a safe 
environment,” said MEC for the DEDT, 
Pat Ngomane.

The theme for this year’s campaign 
is “Tourism and jobs, a better future for 
all,” highlighting tourism’s unique ability 
to create more and better jobs and to 
help build a better future for our people, 
said Ngomane. He added that, with the 
collaboration of private industry, this goal 
could be achieved.

“Domestic tourism is key to ensuring 
locals discover the diverse off erings 
available on their doorstep and benefi t 
from them. It is therefore important to 
ensure that tourism products, which are 
developed, are sustainable and accessible 
to all,” he said.

Tourism contributed more than 9% 
of jobs to the country’s workforce, the 
sixth biggest in the overall economy. The 
number of international tourists visiting 
Mpumalanga increased to 1.6 million in 
2018 compared to 1.5 million the year 
before.

Domestic travel also saw an increase of 
2.9 million visitors last year as opposed 
to 2017. As much as R15 billion found its 
way to the provincial coff ers as a result. 

However, the fi rst three month of this 
year showed a decline of 70% in domestic 
tourism, while international arrivals 
showed a 12% increase.

 Locals encouraged to visit 
provincial tourism sites

New markets are opening up for Mpumalanga’s fruit growers. (Pic: Zest Fruit)

A SERIES of events to draw more visitors, 
included the Mbombela Jazz Charity Golf 
Day on 4 September, the Ray Phiri memorial 
lecture on 5 September and the annual 
Lilizela Awards on  6 September.  The very 
popular Mbombela Jazz Festival took place 
on 7 and 8 September and the Provincial 
Parks Week started on 9 September and will 
continue to the 13th.

Do not miss the start of the “Know your 
Small Town” campaign on the 20th, as 
well as the Tourism Awareness Day on 21 
September, also in Barberton.

NEWSHORN senior journalist, Tumelo 
Dibakwane, with colleagues from various 
other media houses rolling down the river 
on a quiet afternoon.

In good spirit at the launch of the Tourism Month awareness campaign, launched 
recently at Manyeleti Reserve, are members from various media houses.
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 Commission assists young girls 
in making sound career choices

Masoka Dube

THE Commission on Restitution 
of Land Rights in Mpumalanga has 
hosted a three-month long career 
exhibition aimed at assisting young 
girls to make good career choices.

The event, which started in May 
and ended last week, was in line 
with an annual corporate social 
investment event known as Take a 
Girl Child to Work Day, which is 
being celebrated in May. 

Instead of celebrating it for one 
day only, the commission decided 
to commemorate it for three 
months.

Take a girl child to work is an 
initiative whereby corporations 
organise for female learners, 
usually from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, to spend the day at 
their place of work. This allows 
learners to be exposed to diff erent 
career paths. 

“On August 29, the commission’s 
offi  cials visited Hlangani High 
School in Edwaleni, where 10 
female learners were invited to be 
part of the initiative. They were 
taken to the production side of 
a successful restitution project, 
known as Matsafeni Mdluli Trust,” 

said Land Restitution Support 
Chief Director, Sam Nkosi. 

“Despite the legislative progress, 
many women in South Africa 
suff er gender inequality and cannot 
fi nd an appropriate job due to lack 
of skills,” said Nkosi.  

The children were also taken 
to the Hall &Sons packhouse in 
Matsafeni where they were taught 
what the company is all about 
and introduced to diff erent career 
options.

“Hall & Sons are very much 
invested in agriculture, which is 
a big and continuously growing 
sector within Mpumalanga, said 
Nkosi.  

Sta�  Reporter

THE Kruger to Cape now 
provides free Telephonic 
Legal Assistance for all its 
cardholders, on a 24-hour 
basis. 

This new function was 
available nationally and 
should personal legal 
assistance be required, they 
could also assist, said Zak du 
Plessis from Kruger to Cape.

It is also joining forces 
with Hola Afrika Tourism 
and Hospitality Networking 
Forum. 

“We believe in creating 
opportunities for entrepreneurs 
in the tourism industry and 
Hola Afrika will assist us 
in achieving this social 
responsibility,” Du Plessis 
said.

“Hola Afrika is a non-
profi t tourism and hospitality 
networking forum, which 
has been formed by three 
individuals who are passionate 
about both industries with a 
combined excess of 80 years’ 
experience in these fi elds, 
helping entrepreneurs to grow 
their businesses to the next 

level and changing the face of 
tourism on the continent,” he 
said.

Cardholder benefi ts 
include the following, 
for only R200 per year, 
covering four people:

• Free telephonic legal 
assistance - 24/7around the 
clock;
• Daily safety reports;
• Discounts at 
accommodation across South 
Africa;
• Discounts at more than 400 
activities across South Africa;
• 20 free digital maps of the 
tourism areas of South Africa;
• Important emergency 
numbers per area;
• Specials on private 
accommodations, as listed by 
cardholders.

Kruger to Cape is endorsed 
by SATOUR and Hola 
Afrika and it is continuously 
listing more activities, 
accommodations and benefi ts 
for cardholders. 

More information can be 
obtained from Du Plessis at 
+27(0)76 757 7533.

 Kruger to Cape o� ers free 
phone service to cardholders

After the tour, the learners were 
given presentations on possible 
careers at the commission’s offi  ces.

Gender analyst, Dr Thandi 
Ngomane, advised the girls when 
choosing a career path, to choose a 
career that requires scarce skills. 

Offi  cials from diff erent units 
such as IMU, legal, fi nance and 
the surveyor general also delivered 
presentations for the learners to 
explain what those units are all 
about and what they do daily.

This year’s theme, 
#MoreThanADay, promotes the 
concept that one day is not enough 
to help motivate and support 
school-going girls.

Hall & Sons’ Chief Director: Packhouse Manager, Victor van Wyk, with the 
learners gaining valuable information.
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 Mrs Mpumalanga puts her 
money where her mouth is

SINCE winning the Mrs Mpumalanga 
beauty pageant, Morongwa Dlamini 
had been hard at work,  following up on 
projects she undertook after receiving her 
crown last year. 

Newshorn undertook a trip with her. 
Dlamini is serving as Healthy Lifestyle 

Ambassador to the Mpumalanga 
Department of Health, she is the Mopani 
Sports Nutrition Ambassador and also 
the Sports Charity Ambassador for the 
Nelspruit Marathon Club.

“In July, I had the privilege to champion 
the launching of the Healthy Lifestyle 
Campaign with the provincial health 
department. The launch was a success 
with more than 300 pensioners attending 
to learn how to live a healthy lifestyle 
without experiencing chronic conditions 
such as heart disease, diabetes and joint 
disease,” the hard-working beauty said. 

“The very same month, I joined the 
Creselda Education Foundation in 
Bushbuckridge, in support of a healthy 
lifestyle, a 100% pass rate for the class of 
2019 and a teenage pregnancy awareness 
programme,” she said. 

Dlamini made it clear that giving back 
to the community was close to her heart 
and she believed it created feelings of 
compassion, humanity and a sense of 
appreciation.

“I do a lot of community work, but 
my focus is more on poverty and hunger 
eradication and supporting a healthy 

lifestyle. I have adopted the Good News 
Multipurpose Feeding Centre at Masoyi 
Village and this is a continuous project, 
which will receive assistance with the 
provision of food, clothing and fi nancial 
assistance with funds raised from the 
ladies race.”

Further, in partnership with Eskort in 
Mbombela, the organisation distributed 
food to needy families. 

Dlamini is also the founding member 
of the Ladies Race #SHL, a special event 
in celebration of womanhood. It would 
also be used to raise funds for the Masoyi 
Feeding Centre and to collect old and 
new sneakers, as well as sports clothes for 
disadvantaged people,” said Dlamini. 

Masoka Dube

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

KHULILE Mahlalela added another 
trophy to her collection of awards when 
she bagged the Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries’ (DAFF) coveted 
national Female Entrepreneur Award 
last week. The female farmer from 
Mhluzi near Middelburg, who credited 
the Mpumalanga government for her 
successes by supplying to her farming 
needs, received the award in Stellenbosch. 
The annual award is granted to a young, 
female entrepreneur. 

The pig farmer also received a trophy 
and a R100 000 cash prize.  

The award is made by the DAFF 
in acknowledgement of outstanding 
performance in the fi eld of agriculture.

A jubilant Mahlalela said she was very 
happy that she managed to represent the 
province well and thanked the department 
for its support at the award ceremony. 
“This shows that the province is doing 
well in agriculture,” she said.

Mahlalela was also voted overall winner 
at the provincial level awards held in 
Mpumalanga last month. She not only 

THE Chief Operating Offi  cer (COO) 
of the South African National Parks 
(SANParks), Fundisile Mketeni, had 
congratulated the justice department of 
Mozambique for successfully convicting 
and sentencing two poachers who killed 
two rhinos in the Limpopo section of 
Kruger National Park (KNP).

The conviction and sentence was a 
fi rst in Mozambique since South Africa 
and its neighbouring country signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in 
2008 to counter illegal wildlife crime.

The two men, from the Mapai District 
in the Gaza province in Mozambique, 
were respectively sentenced to 17 and 16 
years in prison for slaughtering protected 

scooped up the entrepreneurial award, 
but also won the Best Small Farmer and 
Ministerial Special Award.

Other winners at the national event 
included Best Female Worker’s Award 
to Katrina Nxangani from the Free State 
and Best Subsistence Producer award to 
Tholakele Sibiya from KwaZulu-Natal. 
Top Entrepreneur Awards: Happiness 
Makgamatho from Limpopo was voted 
Top Entrepreneur: Processing and Daphne 
Neethling from the Western Cape was 
voted Top Entrepreneur: Commercial. 
Mmathoko Mabula from Limpopo bagged 
the Top Entrepreneur: Export Markets 
Award. The winner’s award for a disabled 
female entrepreneur went to Matebogo 
Mouwane from Gauteng.  Mmathoko 
Mabula from Limpopo scored the 
highest points across various competition 
categories.

Speaking at the event, DAFF Minister 
Thoko Didiza praised the women. “We 
are here to celebrate those who have 
worked very hard and are the benefi ciaries 
of these awards. Through their hard 
work and achievements we encourage 

other women to also rise to the 
challenge,” s he said.

animals, the illegal possession of 
unlicensed fi rearms and the illegal 
possession of ammunition.

The investigation had been a 
collaboration between Mozambican 
rangers and the SANParks 
Environmental Crime Investigative Unit 
in Phalaborwa.

“Some of the people we arrest 
in the park for poaching are from 
Mozambique; it gives one so much 
hope to note that the authorities in that 
country are taking the fi ght against 
poaching seriously,” Mketeni said.

“We also note that this is the fi rst 
conviction and sentencing of rhino 
poaching in Mozambique since 2008 
and we congratulate and encourage 
them for ensuring that justice is 
prevalent in this fi ght,” said Mketeni.

Khulile takes top honours in competition

Rhino poachers sentencing in 
Mozambique a � rst since MoU

For News: Masoko Dube on 071-545-0895 or masoko@newshorn.co.za

Two poachers of rhino horns were convicted and sentenced in Mozambique. (Picture for 
illustration purposes only).

Mpumalanga’s proud national award-winning female farmer, Khulile Mahlalela.

at the provincial level awards held in 
Mpumalanga last month. She not only 

other women to also rise to the 
challenge,” s he said.

Hardworking Mrs Mpumalanga, Morongwa 
Dlamini.
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 Molefe coughs up 
money, bit by bit

eSwatini citizens 
nabbed in SA 

Country a� ected by 
SA truck strikeNational soccer teams in 

drive to fund games
THE eSwatini Football Association 

(EFA) is hoping to raise about E10 million 
(R10m) to assist the national team to take 
part in various international soccer events.

All matches on home ground will be 
broadcast live and plans are afoot to 
sell the broadcasting rights to television 
companies. 

Nicknamed Sihlangu Semnikati (King’s 
Shield), the national team hopes to play in 
at least 17 international games until 2021. 
Generated funds would also go towards 

costs for the female soccer squad. 
Major events include FIFA qualifi ers. 

The team is responsible for fi nancing 
themselves and would need at least R1m 
per event for travelling, player allowances 
and training camps.

Companies interested to acquire 
advertising space, which would be 
broadcasted on television, are urged to 
contact the EFA. 

Visit their website at www.national-
football-teams.com.

Zimbabwe’s  ex-deputy president a 
‘fugitive’ 

PHELEKZELA Mphoko has 
been named a “fugitive of justice”. 
The state newspaper has revealed 
that the former deputy president 
fl ed a meeting with anti-corruption 
offi  cials. Mphoko was ousted along 
with the late Robert Mugabe in 2017. 
He stands accused of ordering the 
release of an arrested government 
offi  cial.

Drones battle worms in China 
AN epidemic of crop-eating army 

worms in Guangxi, China has been 
signifi cantly halted by deploying 
masses of drones to the region. XAG, 
a Chinese drone maker, partnered 
with Bayer to use the drones to spray 
a low-toxicity insecticide on aff ected 
crops. Spraying at night, offi  cials 
believed they have killed at least 
98% of the infestation.

Did you know?
Donald Duck’s middle name is 

Fauntleroy.

70 million
JUST over 70 million people are 

displaced around the world, says the 
US Council on Foreign Relations.

Fact of the Week
THERE is plenty of evidence 

showing that people who work mad 
hours are more prone to get ill, drink 
heavily and make bad decisions. 
Even if you work gladly on a project 
you love, you are more likely to 
muck up when you are tired. Worst 
of all, more hours do not necessarily 
mean more productivity, the 
Financial Times reports.

Constitutional Court loses Justice 
JUSTICE Edwin Cameron 

delivered his fi nal judgment last 
week at the Constitutional Court. 
During a special session, Chief 
Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng delivered 
a moving tribute to Cameron’s 
lifelong service to justice in South 
Africa. The country’s judiciary will 
be poorer for his absence, but greatly 
bolstered by his contributions. – 
Daily Maverick.

Shame poured on South Africa for 
xenophobic attacks 

WORLD leaders have criticised 
South Africa for a growing wave 
of xenophobic violence. Nigeria’s 
government was vociferous in 
condemning South Africa’s lack 
of protection of foreigners in its 
borders, once again. Meanwhile, the 
violence is spreading throughout the 
country and political leaders say the 
police do not have the capacity to 
deal with it.

Hanekom wins judgement over 
Zuma 

DEREK Hanekom has won a 
defamation case preventing Jacob 
Zuma from calling him an apartheid 
spy. In addition, Zuma will be 
required to apologise publicly and 
pay an unconfi rmed sum in damages. 
It should serve as a stern reminder 
to Zuma, who won numerous libel 
cases outside of court during his 
tenure as President of the country, 
that you cannot just say what you 
think. – AdB

The national soccer team of eSwatini, the Sihlangu Semnikati.
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SOLIDARITY legal team gave yet 
another urgent instruction last week 
to the sheriff  to proceed with the 
seizure of Brian Molefe’s property 
to pay the outstanding legal costs of 
approximately R200 000 owed to 
Solidarity in terms of a court order.

“Molefe is running out of time. So 
far, he managed to keep the sheriff  at 
bay by paying the money in bits, while 
he is actually just buying time,” Anton 
van der Bijl, Solidarity’s head of legal 
services said.

“If he fails to pay the outstanding 
money the sheriff  will be at his door 
again and he will be forced to part with 
property to pay our legal costs.”

Molefe went to the Constitutional 
Court last month to have, among other 
things, the cost order against him set 
aside, but his application failed.

Van der Bijl said Solidarity had not 
heard anything about the “aggressive” 
legal action the Eskom Pension 
Fund intended to take to recover the 
approximate R10 million Molefe owed 
the fund. Solidarity issued a letter to 
the fund last week, asking to have 
feedback on the steps taken in this 
regard.

Van der Bijl believes Molefe is 
struggling to come up with R200 000, 
not to mention the millions owed to the 
Eskom Pension Fund. 

“Moreover, we are still waiting 
for confi rmation from the National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA) as to 
whether the NPA will proceed to 
prosecute Brian Molefe. Justice will, 
however, catch up with him. Solidarity 
is ready to take action,” Van der Bijl 
concluded.  

FIVE men, aged between 19 and 20, 
suspected to be cannabis dealers from 
eSwatini, had been arrested in South 
Africa with loads of dagga and cash near 
Durban. The 56 parcels of dagga have a 
street value of R1 million while R27 000 
in cash was also found in the car.

They were arrested on the N3 in what 
is suspected to be a stolen vehicle as well, 
and all carrying Swaziland passports. 

COMPANIES in eSwatini are  feeling 
the pinch with the prolonged South 
African truck strike and violence against 
foreigners. According to reliant sources, 
many truck drivers had simply left their 
trucks for fear of being attacked and as a 
result, also their jobs.

Large companies in the neighbouring 
country ferry their goods to SA by road. 

Companies such as Build it, timber 
transporting and sugar businesses have 
grounded their trucks and are keeping 
orders in warehouses until the situation in 
SA improves. 

Blockages are already aff ected at border 
posts with haulers being turned away. This 
does not only aff ect businesses, but also 
rural communities relying on exporting 
their goods.
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Masoka Dube

DIE personeel en leerlinge van die 
Hoërskool Nelspruit is met reg trots op 
Ernst Pieterse wat in die onlangse ATKV 
onvoorbereide redenaars vir seniors tweede 
in Suid-Afrika geëindig het. 

Tydens die nasionale fi naal van die 
ATKV Redenaars wat laasmaand te Goudini 
aangebied is, is Pieterse naelskraap deur 
Petrus du Preez van Hoërskool DF Malan 
geklop. 

Na ‘n voorbereidingstyd van 90 
minute moes die redenaars bewys dat 
daar inklusiewe onderwys in skole moet 
wees of nie moet wees nie. Pieterse, die 
onderhoofl eier vir Kultuur en Omgee vir 
2020, het sy staal gewys deur ‘n fenominale 
toespraak te lewer. 

Frances van Niekerk, wat Pieterse met die 
kuns van onvoorbereide redenaars gehelp het, 
sê sy is baie trots op die graad 11 leerder se 
prestasie. 

Die skool se redenaars-en 
debatorganiseerder, Magda van der Merwe, 
sê dat Pieterse vir die eerste keer aan 
redenaars begin deelneem het toe hy in graad 
9 was. Sedertdien het hy nog elke jaar aan die 
nasionale fi naal deelgeneem, waar hy in 2017 
vierde in die junior afdeling geëindig het. 

Nog twee ander Nellies het ook aan die 
fi naal deelgeneem. Anke Oelofse het aan die 
junior voorbereide redenaars deelgeneem en 
Anthony Mabuza het in die junior addisionele 
taalafdeling van die voorbereide redenaars 
beïndruk met sy toespraak dat rugby vir ‘n 
man deure oopmaak.

THE South African Forestry Company 
Limited (SAFCOL) donated sanitary 
packs to school girls in the rural areas 
of Mpumalanga last week, in line with 
Women’s Month.

The Dignity Drive campaign would 
continue to restore the dignity of girls 
during their menstrual cycle, according 
to SAFCOL communication offi  cer, 
Nokuthula Makaringe.

“In between the many emotions one 
goes through during their periods, 
everyone must at least go through this 
while they are comfortable. It has been 
proven that some female learners skip 
school during their periods due to a lack 

 Nellies presteer in nasionale redenaars

SAFCOL gives sanitary packs to school girls
of sanitary essentials,” said Makaringe.  

“Each of these “dignity” packs 
contained sanitary towels, deodorant, 
toothpaste, body lotion and soap.

The company launched the sanitary 
pack campaign in 2013 with only 
300 girls benefi ting, while last year 
5000 girls received these packs. As 
the campaign continued in the future, 
Mkaringe said the company was 
planning to reach even more girls.

During this late Womens’ Month 
celebration, SAFCOL also hosted the 
Women in Forestry conference. 

“The company is very passionate 
about rural development and so is in 
constant persuade of opportunities 
which will empower communities,” 
she said. 

YOUNG entrepreneurs from 
Mpumalanga presented their business 
ideas to the Eskom Development 
Foundation (EDF) as part of the Simama 
Ranta schools competition. 

Simama Ranta, meaning “empowering 
the South African economy”, was initiated 
in 2010 by the EDF in collaboration 
with the Education with Enterprise Trust 
(EWET). 

The competition is aimed at 
identifying and acknowledging national 
secondary schools, which are leading 
the way in education initiatives aimed at 
entrepreneurship. 

The idea is to encourage learners to seek 
to be employers to help grow the South 
African economy. 

The winning school, which would be 
announced during a gala evening towards 
the end of the year, will receive a R100 
000 cash prize. Nine schools from across 
the country are vying for the prize.

Mpumalanga’s project was the “Diwiti 

Yes Project” from the Diwiti Secondary 
School in Bushbuckridge. 

Their business idea involved recycling 
toilet rolls into pencil holders, which they 
sell to surrounding schools. The team 
further initiated a market day at the school 
to encourage a culture of entrepreneurship. 
This included a car wash as well as matric 
t-shirts being sold.

With money raised from these ventures, 
The “Diwiti Yes Project” wants to erect a 
fence around the school and supply food 
parcels to needy students.

Percy Masango, the chairman of the 
competition’s adjudication panel said, 
“With the calibre of young entrepreneurs 
we have seen in the competition so far, I 
can safely say that our country’s future is 
looking bright. 

“Admittedly, it’s going to be tough for 
the panel to choose a winner, but good to 
see the headway we’re making each year 
in attracting quality entrepreneurs. One 
of the best ways to aff ect unemployment 
is nurturing entrepreneurs and this 
competition goes a long way in achieving 
that”. 

Simama Ranta � nalists with their school teachers.

Nellies se redenaars-en 
debatorganiseerder, Magda van der 
Merwe, Ernst Pieterse en mev Frances 
van Niekerk, wie Pieterse met die kuns 
van onvoorbereide redenaars gehelp 
het.

Nellies se redenaars van formaat, 
Anthony Mabuza, Ernst Pieters en Anke 
Oelofse.  Mpumalanga school � nalist 

in Eskom competition

Some of the girls who bene� ted from the SAFCOL sanitary packs held during Women’s 
Month.  



11Wednesday 11 September 2019

For News: Dex on 071-418-9770 or dex@newshorn.co.za

OPINION  / SKOLE

Adriaan de Beer

Adriaan de Beer

KULTUURWEEK by Nelspruit 
Hoërskool (NHS) is ‘n ervaring wat 
nie gemis moet word nie, en vanjaar 
was geen uitsondering nie. Die skool 
se jaarlikse kultuurweek het afgeskop 
met die tienertoneelstuk, “Val, gly … 
Skotvry!” wat die leerders ook onlangs 
by die ATKV-kompetisie aangebied het. 

Hierdie inskrywing vir die ATKV 
Tienertoneel is deur NHS leerders, 
Anja van Rooyen en Nina van Eeden in 
samewerking met die regisseur, Frances 
van Niekerk, geskryf en skitterend 
opgevoer. Dit handel kortliks  oor 
die wel en weë van verskeie tieners 
wat weens ernstige oortredinge in ‘n 
jeugaanhoudingsentrum, BOSSASA 
KIDS, opgeneem word. As gevolg van 
korrupsie is daar skielik geen geld meer 
om die sentrum mee aan die gang te hou 
nie en word dit gesluit. Die vraag is: 
“Wat gaan van die kinders word?”

Tydens die onlangse kompetisie 
wat op Ermelo gehou is, het die stuk 
verskeie nasionale bronstoekennings 
ontvang.

Die verhoogbestuur was Aniska 
Breedt, Kathrine Rademeyer en Carmen 
Venter, terwyl die choreografi e deur 
Zelmy Joubert behartig is. Anrich Eloff , 
Kethan du Plessis en Egan Grobler het 
“Kanaries as ensamble” op die planke 
gebring.

NHS kultuurweek 
sorg vir opwinding

Claiton waka-Khosa

(Rooibocklaagte-Bushbuckridge – 
082 509 9624)

AS A South African national, I 
am entitled to have a say on the 
developments that are currently taking 
place between our economic hub 
(Johannesburg) and the administration 
city (Pretoria) and across the Gauteng 
province. It is rather unfortunate that 
these developments are happening at a 
time when our country is facing major 
economic challenges. 

However, much as it may be 
alleged that these developments are 
either fuelled by taxi drivers as a 
retaliation measure to the murder of 
one their colleagues, or just an act of 
crime against foreign nationals, our 
government is also to be blamed for 
this. Take it from allegations that our 
borders are very porous and border 
police are full of corruption, yet our 
government is doing nothing about it.

South Africans know very well that 
their African brothers and sisters used to 
house our struggle heroes and heroines 
during those diffi  cult times, however, 
these heroes and heroines would be 
housed solely based on legality and 
lawfully so.

I am not condoning the act of violence 
and criminality over foreign nationals, I 
am however advocating for legal entry 
through our borders or whichever way 
that they will use to enter our country. 
This would not only bring relief to 
the shortage of jobs and the already 
depressed economy but ease the burden 
of having to deal with criminals who 
are not registered with our home aff airs 
department. What amuses me most is 
that other African heads of state, chapter 
nine institutions and the opposition 
parties are making a lot of noise about 
these developments. But the question 
is, “are all these African state’s borders 
as porous as ours and are the South 
Africans who happens to be in those 
states illegally? 

And if not, then why is South 
Africa and South Africans blamed for 
enforcing the law as it should be, since 
our authorities are failing to do so?”

I am not aware of any South Africans 
selling illegal stuff  in other African 
states, like it is alleged with those who 
are said to be doing so in South Africa. 
The South African authorities should 
really enforce the law, in particular the 
South African foreign policy, so that 
events of this nature could be avoided in 
future. 

How our government turn a blind eye 
on the policies and legislations, and 
the constitution of the republic, shall 
deal with the South African brand to 
the international community, and  in 
particular Africa. The solution is right 
in front of us - our authorities should 
stop acting as fi re extinguishers - they 
are more often reactive than proactive. 
Some cabinet ministers are even asking 
where have our intelligence been before 
these events could take place?

We love our African brothers and 
sisters but those destroying our country 
with illegal stuff  are mostly here 
illegally, which means they cannot be 
traced after committing a crime.

South Africa is state just like all 
other states, therefore the law should 
be enforced, not only when this kind of 
events happens, but at all times. 

The competition for resources and 
space makes South Africans feel 
unwelcome in their own yards, but 
registering all those entering our country 
through our borders and otherwise shall 
assist in the distribution of resources 
and planning for the government of the 
day.

(The opinion expressed in this 
column is that of the writer and not of 
NEWSHORN).

DIE jaarlikse  Mnr en Mej NHS het 
weer gesorg vir ‘n prag-geleentheid, met 
die supersokkie-sensasie, Snotkop en vyf 
glanspaartjies wat die pas aangegee het.

Lané Taljaard en Franco van Rooyen is 
as die 2019 Mej en Mnr NHS gekroon.

Die geleentheid het weer alle 
verwagtinge oortref en daar is gesing en 
gesokkie terwyl die koppe gedraai het vir 
die pragtige deelnemers. Tien deelnemers 
het meegeding het vir die gesogte titel. 

Die vorige Mnr en Mej NHS, Jaytee 
Boers en Jessica Berry, het meer van 
hulle uitreik-aksie na Sinani Noma 
Kanjani vertel. Daarna het die fi naliste die 
geleentheid gekry om hulself deur ‘n kort 
video aan die gehoor voor te stel en vir die 
eerste keer op die loopplank te verskyn. 

Die deelnemers is ook weer die opdrag 
gegee om ‘n reklame advertensie uit te 
beeld vir die hoofborge. Elke toneel is 
oorspronklik en professioneel aangebied.

Maar die treff er van die aand was 
ongestwyfel Snotkop, wat die gehoor op 
hulle voete gehad met sy treff ers soos 

“Boerepompie”, “Alles gaan okay wees” 
en “Meisie Ferguson”. Sy “Song vir 
my Dad” het gesorg vir menige 
traan.

Die hoogtepunt van die aand was 
om die paartjies in hulle formele 
aanddrag, geborg deur Claris by 
Gerrit Pienaar en Bride&Co, te 
sien. Hare en grimering is spesiaal vir 
die geleentheid deur Hair Quarters @ 
I’langa en MUD Studio gedoen.

Die beoordelaars, Pia 
van der Spuy, Marike 
Nel, Jacques Lombard, 
Divan Prinsloo, Charlien 
Lourens en Yolandi 
de Clerck het nie ‘n 
maklike taak gehad nie.

Ander wenners:
Eerste prins en 

prinses: Jayden Joubert 
en Naomi van der Nest; 
tweede prins en prinses: 
Gerard Venter en Gabi 
van der Merwe; Mnr 
en Mej Persoonlikheid: 
Attie Smit en Strelza 
van Aardt; Mnr en 
Mej Fotogenies: Ruben 
Grindlingh en Kaylee 
Janse van Rensburg.

Die skool bedank 
ook graag die borge en 
fotograaf Kerry Wiehman 
(Mamarazzi Photography), 
die personeel en ouers wat 
die produksie moontlik gemaak 
het.

 Mnr, Mej NHS gekroon in spog-geleentheidIn my opinion …

Nina van Eeden en Anja van Rooyen.
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my Dad” het gesorg vir menige 
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Divan Prinsloo, Charlien 
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Mnr NHS 2019, Franco van Rooyen en Mej NHS 2019, 
Lané Taljaard.
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ALEX Worsdale won the gruelling 
Mpumalanga Cycle Tour last week after 
crossing the line fi rst in stages one to 
three.

The fourth and fi nal stage fi nished at 
the Mbombela Stadium and was won 
by Nico Bell from team NAD Pro, who 
crossed the line a mere seven seconds 
ahead of Worsdale. Bell ended second 
overall, with Chris Jooste taking bronze.

Riding for the Offi  ceGuru team, 
Worsdale claimed the yellow jersey in 
the fi rst stage and retained his position 
to the end, fi nishing the four-leg race 
in 12:02:30, a six-second lead in the 
general classifi cation.

The 20-year-old, who also took the 
best U23 rider title, said it felt unreal to 
have won as he had not expected it at 
all.

“I was expecting to come to work for 
the team but after winning stage one, 

Adriaan de Beer and Masoka Dube

 Worsdale victorious in gruelling 
5th Mpumalanga Cycle Tour

and getting the time bonus, I started 
to rethink why I was there,” said the 
Pretoria University student, who had 
competed in the tour twice before.

The MEC for the Department of 
Culture, Sport and Recreation, Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali, said at the prizegiving at 
the end of the race: “As the Department, 
we are excited to be part of the historic 
edition of the Mpumalanga Cycle Tour. 
The tour is starting to gain traction even 
outside South Africa with international 
riders being part of it. It is now a 
well-established brand in the cycling 
community.” 

One of the former participants of 
the Mpumalanga Cycle Tour, Willie 
Smit, signed for the European Katusha-
Alpecin team after winning the race 
twice before.

Worsdale said the route suited him 
as there was a fair amount of climbing, 
while the sprint sections played in his 
favour.

“My team members set me up 

perfectly to be able to go for the sprints, 
which tired everyone else out as the 
fi eld was quite small, especially after the 
climbs. This made the racing hard as we 
couldn’t let anyone go or rely on other 
teams to close the gaps.”

The University Sports South Africa 
cycling tournament champion said the 
win meant a lot to him due to it being 
his fi rst elite tour victory.

“I think it shows a positive direction 
as to where my career is going. The 
Tour of Windhoek is next and this is 
defi nitely a confi dence booster, but the 
fi eld is going to be very diff erent.”

Final results: 1. Alex Worsdale 
(12:02:30), 2. Nico Bell, 3. Chris Jooste, 
4. Keanan Roodt, 5. Asher Biggs, 6. 
Nick James, 7. Wessel Botha, 8. Andrew 
Edwards, 9. Jan Montshioa, 10. Devin 
Shortt.

Under 23:
1. Alex Worsdale 12:02:30, 
2. Keanan Roodt, 3. Asher Biggs.

Alex Worsdale sprints for the line in the 
third stage of the race. He won the � rst 
three stages to claim his � rst elite tour 
victory.

Adriaan de Beer

DIE Laerskool Nelspruit (Nellies) se 
hokkiespanne het gemengde welslae 
behaal teen Penryn Preparatory College.

Die liga 7 wedstryde het gesorg vir puik, 
aanvallende spel deur veral Nellies se 0/13 
dogterspan, met Tanya Pieterse en Simoné 
Froneman twee van die uitblinkers.

Die span het die doelhok vyf keer 
besoek sonder dat Penryn ‘n doel kon 
aanteken.

Die onder 11A-span het 0-0 gelykop 
gespeel met die onder 12A-span wat ook 
5-0 gewen het.

Die seuns onder 11A-span het 2-0 
verloor, maar die onder 13A-span het 
daarvoor vergoed deur 4-0 te seëvier.

FOTO’: JOHAN ORTON

 Nellies hokkie behaal 
gemengde welslae 
teen Penryn College

Tanya Pieterse van Nellies se o/13A Xerox eerste dogterspan op pad doelhok toe.Simoné Froneman van Nellies se o/13 Xerox dogters eerstespan speel ‘n veeghou.


