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TOP SCHOOL IN MALELANE CIRCUIT

Masoka Dube

THE MEC of the Mpumalanga 
Department of Co-operative Governance 
and Traditional Aff airs (Cogta) has called 
on municipalities in the province to put 
in more eff ort to improve service delivery 
and governance.

Mandla Msibi’s call came after the 
shocking news that only one municipality 
in the province received a clean audit 
from the Auditor General (A-G), Kimi 
Makwetu, for the 2017/2018 fi nancial 
year. All others, including Mbombela, 
failed.

According to Makwetu’s latest 
audit results, only the Gert Sibande 
District Municipality received a clean 
audit.  His report showed that almost 
all the municipalities highlighted bad 
management in fi nancial management and 
service delivery.

In the light of this, the leadership of the 
City of Mbombela, Victor Khanye and 
Msukaligwa last week met with Msibi at 
the government’s Samora Machel building 
in Mbombela to discuss challenges that 
hamper the delivery of services. Msibi 
also engaged the municipalities of  Thaba 
Chweu, Lekwa, Dr JS Moroka and Dr 
Pixley Ka Isaka Seme in discussions.

“During the meeting, I urged them 
to address the A-G’s fi ndings. The A-G 
identifi ed many issues relating to fi nancial 
mismanagement,” Msibi said. 

“It will assist us if you can furnish us 
with reports detailing progress and the 
steps you have taken to address these 

fi ndings. These reports will help us to 
determine the type of support we must 
provide you to turn things around,” Msibi 
told the municipalities.

He said the reports must also indicate 
steps taken to fi ll critical vacancies as 
a measure to strengthen the capacity 
of municipal administrations, and the 
fi nancial status to indicate whether they 
were able to pay creditors, such as Eskom.

“The A-G’s fi ndings point to the 
poor capacity of the administration. We 
need to know progress in the fi lling of 
critical vacancies, such as the municipal 
manager’s position in Victor Khanye 
municipality,” he added.

“Section 154 of the Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa charges the 
provincial government and the national 
government with the responsibility to 
support municipalities. These visits 
are a perfect opportunity for us as the 
department to determine the inhibiting 
factors of service delivery,” Msibi 
concluded.

Msibi said he was hoping 
that the engagements 
would position the 
department to 
also provide the 
proper support 
required to 
improve the 
functionality 
of the 

 Failing municipalities 
taken to task over audits

Mandisa Matiso (right), the director of 
infrastructure at the DWS and Jonathan 
Ntsabo, the director of infrastructure at the 
NLM. 
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Dex Sibiya

THE Department of Water and 
Sanitation (DWS) paid a visit to the 
Masibekela and Driekoppies Water 
Treatment plants last week to assess what 
progress has been made on the Sibange 
Regional and the Driekoppies Bulk Water 
Scheme projects. 

The projects aim to address irregular 
water supply to a growing number of 
communities in Nkomazi.

“We started at the Sibange Regional 
Bulk Water Scheme where we are 
upgrading the water treatment process by 
seven mega litres (7 000 000 litres) and 
also providing a bulk pipeline to improve 
water reticulation so that people can get 
clean water,” said Mandisa Matiso, the 
director of Infrastructure at DWS.

The projects entail the expansion of the 
Masibekela Water Treatment Plant from 
20ML to 40ML and that at Driekoppies 
from 14ML to 21ML. 

 DWS keeps water 
pumps running

Cogta MEC, Mandla Msibi.
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Pump stations included

Upgrading also included pump stations, 
reservoirs and bulk pipelines. 

The Sibange Regional Bulk Water 
Scheme project would service the 
Sibange, Sibange A, Madadeni, 
Sikhwahlane, Ntunda, Phakama, Mgobode 
and Magugu villages. The upgrades to 
the Driekoppies Water Treatment Works 
would service 14 villages, Driekoppies, 
Middelplaas, Schulzendal, Langeloop, 
Aniva, Boschfontein, Skoonplaas, Jeppes 
Rust, Magogeni, Buff elspruit, certain 
wards in Schoemansdal and Jeppe’s Reef. 

With these upgrades, 62 000 people 
would receive clean running water from 
the project, which would cost R186 
million to complete. The DWS would 
contribute R163m as a social contribution 
and the Nkomazi Local Municipality 
(NLM), R23.5m as co-funding.

The total cost of the Driekoppies 
Regional Bulk Water Scheme project 
was estimated at R424m with the DWS 
contributing R368.88m and NLM a 
further R55.12m. Spokesperson for 
NLM, Cyril Ripinga, welcomed the DWS 
projects initiated towards the continuous 
upliftment of the people of Nkomazi.
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

SINCE winning the Mrs 
Mpumalanga beauty pageant, 
Morongwa Dlamini had been hard at 
work,  following up on projects she 
undertook after receiving her crown 
last year. 

Newshorn undertook a trip with her. 
Dlamini is serving as Healthy 

Lifestyle Ambassador to the 
Mpumalanga Department of Health, 
she is the Mopani Sports Nutrition 
Ambassador and also the Sports 
Charity Ambassador for the Nelspruit 
Marathon Club.

“In July, I had the privilege to 
champion the launching of the 
Healthy Lifestyle Campaign with the 
provincial health department. The 
launch was a success with more than 
300 pensioners attending to learn 
how to live a healthy lifestyle without 
experiencing chronic conditions such 
as heart disease, diabetes and joint 
disease,” the hard-working beauty 
said. 

“The very same month, I joined the 
Creselda Education Foundation in 

Bushbuckridge, in support of a healthy 
lifestyle, a 100% pass rate for the 
class of 2019 and a teenage pregnancy 
awareness programme,” she said. 

Dlamini made it clear that giving 
back to the community was close to 
her heart and she believed it created 
feelings of compassion, humanity and 
a sense of appreciation.

“I do a lot of community work, 
but my focus is more on poverty and 
hunger eradication and supporting a 
healthy lifestyle. I have adopted the 
Good News Multipurpose Feeding 
Centre at Masoyi Village and this is a 
continuous project, which will receive 
assistance with the provision of food, 
clothing and fi nancial assistance with 
funds raised from the ladies race.”

Further, in partnership with Eskort 
in Mbombela, the organisation 
distributed food to needy families. 

Dlamini is also the founding 
member of the Ladies Race #SHL, 
a special event in celebration of 
womanhood. It would also be used to 
raise funds for the Masoyi Feeding 
Centre and to collect old and new 
sneakers, as well as sports clothes for 
disadvantaged people,” said Dlamini. 

 Mrs Mpu puts money where her mouth is 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Hardworking Mrs Mpumalanga, Morongwa 
Dlamini.

“I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not disaster, 
plans to bring about the future you hope for.” - GNB
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New markets are opening up for 
Mpumalanga’s fruit growers. 
(Pic: Zest Fruit)

Dex Sibiya

THE Nkomazi Local Municipality 
(NLM) has approached the South African 
Human Rights Commission over a hate 
speech comment made on Facebook by a 
Marloth Park resident.

Municipal spokesperson, Cyril 
Ripinga, said the post had been brought 
to his attention when he overheard a 
conversation between two Marloth Park 
residents.

“We have noted with utter dismay, 
shock and disgust such naked racism 
displayed by Jan Brits on a Marloth Park 
Facebook page where he says that they 
must get rid of all black people in Marloth 
Park,” Ripinga said. 

“This was in a conversation with Julie 
Hanson, who also seems to share the same 
sentiment by saying it’s a nice comment, 
even though it was against their group 
policy. The municipality has already 
approached the human rights commission 
regarding such racist sentiments,” Ripinga 
said.

He told NEWSHORN that the matter 
was at an advanced stage and the 
necessary steps would be taken against 
the individuals involved. He stressed that 
there was not an area set apart for certain 

TRAC IS 
ALWAYS THERE 
FOR YOU ALONG 
THE N4 TOLL ROUTE

facebook.com/TracN4 @TRACN4route

www.tracn4.co.zainstagram.com/TracN4

TRACN4

YOUR

GUARDIAN
ON THE

N4

Masoka Dube

EXPORTING citrus from eSwatini, 
Mpumalanga and Limpopo from the 
Maputo port in Mozambique, makes total 
sense says Justin Chadwick, CEO of 
Citrus Growers SA (CGA).

This has never been done before and 
with the excellent harbour facilities in 
Maputo, it will benefi t the CGA members.

However, Chadwick said that for any 
reasonable volume to be exported from 
Maputo, orders from the Far East (China 
and Japan), Asia and the Middle East were 
essential to make these shipments viable. 

Since exports to China and Japan 
require preclearance inspections and given 
that these fruit exports require in-transit 
cold treatment, it will be necessary to 
build an approved cold treatment facility 
on the Maputo corridor.

The rail line between Nelspruit and DP 
World in Maputo, (specialising in cargo 
logistics, port terminal operations and 
maritime services and used by CGA) is 
very effi  cient. 

According to Chadwick, to send 
thousands of fruit containers from South 
Africa to Mozambique via railroad will 
off er many advantages from a border 
clearance point of view as opposed to the 
current road transport. 

Chadwick considers the best approach 
to this to be a multi-party investment 
between shipping lines, Transnet and 
producers (either independently or through 
exporters), all having an interest in the 
long term viability of the project. 

Fruit exports from 
Moz viable concept 
for local farmers 

WWW.RACUS.CO.ZA/

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Chief Operating Offi  cer (COO) 
of the South African National Parks 
(SANParks), Fundisile Mketeni, had 
congratulated the justice department of 
Mozambique for successfully convicting 
and sentencing two poachers who killed 
two rhinos in the Limpopo section of 

Rhino poachers sentenced in Moz
Kruger National Park (KNP).

The conviction and sentence was a 
fi rst in Mozambique since South Africa 
and its neighbouring country signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding in 2008 
to counter illegal wildlife crime.

The two men, from the Mapai District 
in the Gaza province in Mozambique, 
were respectively sentenced to 17 and 
16 years in prison for slaughtering 
protected animals, the illegal possession 
of unlicensed fi rearms and the illegal 
possession of ammunition.

The investigation had been a 
collaboration between Mozambican 
rangers and the SANParks Environmental 
Crime Investigative Unit in Phalaborwa.

“Some of the people we arrest in the 
park for poaching are from Mozambique; 
it gives one so much hope to note that the 
authorities in that country are taking the 
fi ght against poaching seriously,” Mketeni 
said.

“We also note that this is the fi rst 
conviction and sentencing of rhino 
poaching in Mozambique since 2008 and 
we congratulate and encourage them for 
ensuring that justice is prevalent in this 
fi ght,” said Mketeni.

Two poachers of rhino horns were 
convicted and sentenced in Mozambique. 
(Picture for illustration purposes only).

Marloth 
Park is 
part of 

Nkomazi and 
will never be 
a Boerestaat 
reserved for 
a particular 

group

people and not for others in the NLM.
“Marloth Park is part of Nkomazi and 

will never be a Boerestaat reserved for a 
particular group,” Ripinga said.

Eff orts by NEWSHORN to obtain 
comment from the other parties involved 
in the matter were unsuccessful at the time 
of going to Press.

Cyril Ripinga, spokesperson for the 
Nkomazi Local Municipality.

 FB hate speech comment 
taken to commision
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THE South African Breweries’ 
S AB Foundation Tholoana Enterprise 
Programme is looking for entrepreneurs 
who are passionate and dedicated to 
growing the economy and creating jobs.

Can you imagine your business turnover 
growing by 300% and creating 10 new 
jobs for your community? 

Mpumalanga-based Freddy and Sons 
Maintenance and Engineering, a past 
participant of the programme, is doing 
just that. 

South Africa is full of young, inspired 
and passionate entrepreneurs who are 
working tirelessly to change the path the 
country is on. 

The SAB Foundation Tholoana 
Enterprise Programme is looking 
for businesses which have 
the potential for growth and 
the desire to create jobs. 
Applications for this year’s 
programme are open until 26 
September. 

The structured 18-month 
programme invests in 
entrepreneurs, particularly 
women, youth, people in 
rural areas and persons with 
disabilities. 

It off ers skilled 
mentorship, business 
development tools and 
training, powerful peer networks, access 
to fi nance and support throughout their 
time on the programme, to entrepreneurs.

So far, the SAB Foundation has 
provided over R6 million in grant funding 
and business support to 60 entrepreneurs 
in Mpumalanga. 

This has helped them grow their 
collective turnover by 324%, from R9m 
at inception to over R38m as at 2018 and 
employ 286 people of which 121 are new 
jobs.

Let’s grow the South African economy - one SME at a time

Amandla Mali, representative of the SAB Foundation, handing Freddy Sibuyi, founder 
of Freddy and Sons Maintenance and Engineering, the Tholoana Award during the 
programme graduation ceremony in 2018.

Past and present participants 
continue to achieve incredible things 
in their businesses. 

Freddy Sibuyi, founder of 
Freddy and Sons Maintenance and 
Engineering, increased his turnover 
from R602 830 to over R2.2m 
and grew his workforce from fi ve 
employees to 15. 

He says being on the SAB 
Foundation Tholoana Enterprise 
Programme has crystallised his goals. 

“The programme helped me to 
integrate my business 
and to understand 
what it takes to run a 
business successfully 
and that I should 
be a growth-driven 
entrepreneur.”

Director of the SAB 
Foundation, Bridgit 
Evans says: “We want 
to make a lasting 
impact and we want 
these entrepreneurs to 
succeed. 

“What sets 
this programme apart 
from others is that the 
entrepreneurs are not just 
another number - they 
are individuals and there 

is a personal touch throughout the 
programme. We value their personal 
and professional wellbeing.”

To fi nd out more or apply to 
the SAB Foundation Tholoana 
Enterprise Programme visit https://
sabfoundation.co.za/tholoana-
enterprise-programme.

For further information, contact 
Megan Manley at The Friday Street 
Club on 060 774 6841 or e-mail: 
megan@thefridaystreetclub.co.za.

(Genesis 37:3-6) - HIS father, Israel, 
loved Joseph more than his other sons. He 
even made a beautiful, technicolour robe 
for him. When the brothers saw that their 
father loved Joseph more, they hated him. 
Joseph also had a dream for the future and 
for that, they hated him even more.

Joseph went after his brothers and found 
them near a place called Dothan, but they 
saw him in the distance and plotted to kill 
him, saying; “Here comes the dreamer! 
Let’s kill him.”

BUT, Joseph had done the right things 
and had been obedient to God and his 
father, which cost him his home and 
his inheritance. His brothers sold him 
as a slave to Midianite merchants on 
their way to Egypt. BUT Joseph was 

honourable, yet still 
he was slandered for 
becoming a slave 
in the home of an 
offi  cial in Egypt 
named Potiphar. 
Joseph had decided 
that if life gives 
you lemons, you 
make lemonade. He 
continues to honour 
the Lord and worked 

Honour your father and mother
Pastor Anthony Ngwenja (Junior-Apostolic Gospel Church)Pastor Mzwandile Twala (Halfway Assembly)079 561 4752 062 569 0604

 Know your God and wait on Him
hard at what was assigned to him. He 
served Potiphar with integrity and decided 
that when the opportunity came, he would 
talk to Potiphar about his God.

The Lord was with Joseph and blessed 
everything he oversaw. Potiphar noticed 
this and promoted Joseph to a higher 
position in the household. If you faithfully 
serve God, He will bless you and open 
doors for you. Joseph’s character was even 
tested by Potiphar’s wife. 

Put yourself in Joseph’s place … he 
had followed the Lord’s will despite life 
being unfair to him. Even when thrown in 
prison, God was with Joseph. 

God turned Joseph’s situation around. 
Whatever he did, God made him succeed. 
People are going to fail you, disappoint 
you, and leave you hanging out to dry. Let 
that drive you to God.

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man, 
but blessed is the man who trusts in the 
Lord, whose trust is the Lord, he is like 
a tree planted by the water.” (Jer 17:5,6). 
Learn to wait upon the Lord and He shall 
renew your strength. Remember God’s 
timing is always perfect and He is faithful. 
What He said in His word He will do. He 
is not a man that he should lie. He keeps 
His promises.

Ephesians 6:2 says honour your 
father and mother, which is the fi rst 
commandment with a promise. The word 
honour conveys the idea of respect, esteem 
and treats with deference and submission. 
A father and mother created you, whether 
it be spiritual or physical. It also includes 
those who ensure your wellbeing or that 
of your child or performing duties of 
parents.  It is important to understand that 
this is a command from God and not just 
a suggestion by a writer, philosopher, 
psychologist, pastor or anybody. 

Psalm 27:10 says “when my father and 
my mother forsake me, then the Lord will 
take me up”.

It is a sad truth that the above scripture 
is undeniable applicable to many people 
as they have been forsaken by their 
parents. They are still struggling with the 
hurtful, disgraceful and cruelty and abuse 
they endured which makes it extremely 
diffi  cult for them to give honour to their 
parents. But it can be done through and by 
the grace of our Almighty God.

Deuteronomy 5:16 indicates that to 
honour your father and mother, as the 
Lord your God has commanded you, your 
days may be prolonged and that it may go 
well with you in the land which the Lord 

your God gives you. 
The following 

are a few of many 
diff erent ways to 
give honour to your 
father or mother: 
listening, paying 
attention when 
your father talks 
to you and taking 
his instructions. 
Not despising 
your mother, nor 
forsaking her 
teaching. Be a 

wise son and wise daughter, be righteous 
(upright and blameless), be tender and 
be their crown. Never speak evil of your 
father and mother. In Matthew 15:4 God 
commanded, saying, “Honour your father 
and mother. He who curses or reviles 
or speaks evil of or abuses or treats 
improperly his father or mother, let him 
surely come to his end by death”. 

This scripture signifi es the signifi cance 
of honouring your parents. I encourage 
everyone to consider constantly honouring 
your parents because you will be keeping 
the commandment of God and will obtain 
those promises God made.

Pastor Mzwandile 
Twala.

Pastor Anthony 
Ngwenja

We 
want 

to make 
a lasting 

impact and 
we want these 
entrepreneurs 

to succeed

ADVERTORIAL
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Some of the girls who bene� ted from the SAFCOL sanitary packs held during Women’s 
Month.  

Dex Sibiya

Alex Rose-Innes

Masoka Dube

SOUTH African National Parks 
(SANParks) would grant free access to 
South African day visitors to most of its 
21 national parks.

The campaign from 8 to 15 September 
would aff ord locals with a valid identity 
document, an opportunity to spend a day 
at a national park of their choice free of 
charge. For the fi rst time, a weekend is 
now included in the free access. 

“SANParks is striving to provide all 
South Africans with equal opportunities 
and in line with our vision of a world-
class system of sustainable national 
parks reconnecting and inspiring society, 

WITH its promises of avoiding dark 
days in more ways than one, Eskom said it 
had come up with a workable plan for the 
upcoming summer.

Chief operating offi  cer, Jan Oberholzer, 
told the media last week that the 
struggling state enterprise could for the 
next seven months keep lights on and air 
cons rolling. That is now despite being 
“tight and vulnerable”.

So far, Eskom had no power cuts for the 
past 164 days, which shows Jan maak ‘n 
plan. 

However, unpredictable and unreliable 
plants such as Kendal, Arnot and Kriel 
in Mpumalanga, Tutuka and the never-
getting-fi nished Medupi, are the main 

THE South African Forestry Company 
Limited (SAFCOL) donated sanitary 
packs to school girls in the rural areas 
of Mpumalanga last week, in line with 
Women’s Month.

The Dignity Drive campaign would 
continue to restore the dignity of girls 
during their menstrual cycle, according 
to SAFCOL communication offi  cer, 
Nokuthula Makaringe.

“In between the many emotions one 
goes through during their periods, 
everyone must at least go through this 
while they are comfortable. 

“It has been proven that some female 
learners skip school during their periods 

 South African day visitors granted 
free entry into national parks

 Eskom’s summer plans rolled out

SAFCOL donates sanitary packs 
to school girls in rural areas 

we want to inspire people to take pride 
in and to enjoy their national parks 
while spending time in nature and to 
start to understand the importance of 
conservation,” said Fundisile Mketeni, 
SANParks’ chief operating offi  cer.

He said SANParks was committed to 
raising awareness about the importance of 
environmental education and the need to 
sustain the beauty of the country’s national 
parks.

“SANParks encourages all South 
Africans to visit a national park near them 
during the free week/weekend. 

“The survival of the national parks 
system and our natural and cultural 
heritage lies with the people of South 
Africa,” Mketeni said.

culprits.
But there was now enough coal, 

Oberholzer said, while plant maintenance 
is being undertaken and load shedding 
could be only referring to losing weight.

According to various scenarios shared 
with the media, there shall be light. The 
sun and Eskom will shine on. 

Meanwhile, energy experts say he is 
on the right track, not over promising 
anything, but has a great grasp of issues.

Oberholzer said that in Eskom’s nine-
point turnaround plan, the focus had 
moved from “prepare for the rain” to 
reducing emissions, particularly at seven 
of the 87 generation units where the levels 
are high. But as always, it would be a case 
of not having the money to do so said 
Eskom chairman, Jabo Mabuzo. And to 
that, most South Africans can relate.

due to a lack of sanitary essentials,” said 
Makaringe.  

“Each of these “dignity” packs 
contained sanitary towels, deodorant, 
toothpaste, body lotion and soap.

The company launched the sanitary 
pack campaign in 2013 with only 300 
girls benefi ting, while last year 5000 girls 
received these packs. As the campaign 
continued in the future, Mkaringe said the 
company was planning to reach even more 
girls.

During this late Womens’ Month 
celebration, SAFCOL also hosted the 
Women in Forestry conference. 

“The company is very passionate about 
rural development and so is in constant 
persuade of opportunities which will 
empower communities,” she said. 

Culpable homicide docket 
opened after bike crash

Dex Sibiya

A CASE of culpable homicide has 
been opened after a motorcyclist died in 
a collision on the narrow and busy Air 
Street in Malelane. 

Police had not yet confi rmed what led 
to the accident, but eyewitnesses said the 
driver of the car attempted to overtake 
another motorist, and collided head-on 
with the motorcyclist.

The victim was declared dead on the 
scene and those in the car were taken to 
the police station for statements. 

Spokesperson for the police in 
Malalane, Sergeant Bheki Nkosi, had once 
again urged motorists to be considerate of 
others road users.

“Some of the roads inside the town are 
small and every driver has to use that 
same road. So, we are appealing to drivers 
to be patient and not to try and be the fi rst 
person to get to where they are going,” 
Nkosi said.

Nkomazi Local Municipality 
spokesperson, Cyril Ripinga, said more 
traffi  c offi  cers would be deployed to deal 
with speeding motorists.

“We are going to increase the visibility 
of our traffi  c offi  cers on smaller and major 
roads in the communities, not only to 
address the problem of speeding, but also 

to check if the vehicles are road worthy,” 
he said.

National media had in the meantime 
reported that only one in three licences 
issued in the country was legal. Corrupt 
offi  cials sold licenses without drivers even 
undergoing any testing.

Meanwhile, a male driver had been 
arrested by provincial traffi  c offi  cials after 
driving 153km/h in an 80km/h zone on 
the R40 Road between White River and 
Mbombela near Kiaat Private Hospital.

This is what was left of a motorcycle 
involved in an accident in Malelane in 
which a man died.
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FACIM 2019 opens in Moz
MOZAMBIQUE’S increase in exports 

was again highlighted during the latest 
opening of the country’s growing expo, 
the Maputo International Fair (FACIM).

With manufacturing being one of the 
major contributors, exports topped $5 
billion (R75 953bn) last year. 

Over the last fi ve years 1542 factories 
were created, including food and 
beverage, agro-processing, building 

materials, packaging and metallurgical 
sectors. 

The manufacturing sector alone created 
more than 42 000 new jobs.

President Filipe Nyusi said that the 
country’s business sector showed much 
private sector buy-in, new resources were 
found and ensured his countrymen that 
the remainder of 2019 would show even 
higher export growth.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS in 
Mozambique had grown by 85% this year 
to date, surpassing the government growth 
targets set four years ago.

The communication sector would 
continue to expand its current 4G services 
to benefi t not only the individual, but 
especially business. The aim was to reach 

Telecoms increases by 85%
100% of the Mozambican population. 
5G services would be implemented in the 
bigger cities and provincial capitals.

Since 2015, the country had migrated 
from analogue to digital, multi-media 
community centres had been established 
and 500 villages now boasted satellite 
television reach.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks 
Agency (MTPA), with the Department 
of Economic Development and Tourism 
(DEDT) are continuing to educate the 
public about the importance of tourism.

Every year in September, tourism 
authorities in the country run campaigns 
in which they encourage locals to visit 
the country’s tourists’ attraction sites. In 
Mpumalanga, Tourism Month awareness 
was launched at Manyeleti Reserve at the 
end of last month. 

“The focus is to continue with 
our campaigns to educate our local 
communities on the importance of tourism 
as everyone’s business and requires that 
we all work together in providing a safe 
environment,” said MEC for the DEDT, 
Pat Ngomane.

The theme for this year’s campaign 
is “Tourism and jobs, a better future for 

 Locals encouraged to visit tourism sites
all,” highlighting tourism’s unique ability 
to create more and better jobs and to 
help build a better future for our people, 
said Ngomane. He added that, with the 
collaboration of private industry, this goal 
could be achieved.

“Domestic tourism is key to ensuring 
locals discover the diverse off erings 
available on their doorstep and benefi t 
from them. It is therefore important to 
ensure that tourism products, which are 
developed, are sustainable and accessible 
to all,” he said.

Tourism contributed more than 9% 
of jobs to the country’s workforce, the 
sixth biggest in the overall economy. The 
number of international tourists visiting 
Mpumalanga increased to 1.6 million in 
2018 compared to 1.5 million the year 
before.

Domestic travel also saw an increase of 
2.9 million visitors last year as opposed 
to 2017. As much as R15 billion found its 
way to the provincial coff ers as a result. 

However, the fi rst three month of this 
year showed a decline of 70% in domestic 
tourism, while international arrivals 
showed a 12% increase.

NEWSHORN senior journalist, Tumelo 
Dibakwane, with colleagues from various 
other media houses rolling down the river 
on a quiet afternoon.

A SERIES of events to draw more visitors, 
included the Mbombela Jazz Charity Golf 
Day on 4 September, the Ray Phiri memorial 
lecture on 5 September and the annual 
Lilizela Awards on  6 September.  The very 
popular Mbombela Jazz Festival took place 
on 7 and 8 September and the Provincial 
Parks Week started on 9 September and will 
continue to the 13th.

Do not miss the start of the “Know your 
Small Town” campaign on the 20th, as 
well as the Tourism Awareness Day on 21 
September, also in Barberton. 

Delegates at the 55th annual FACIM Fair in Mozambique.
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THE Sidlamafa Holiness Union 
Church’s (HUC) netball team was the 
only Nkomazi HUC sports team to grab 
a win during the church’s sports day 
held at the KamHlushwa Stadium. 

The day, aimed at creating interaction 
between the various church branches 
in Mpumalanga, was launched in 
Mbombela last year. 

“We are trying to get the youth to 
participate more in church activities 
such as sports, music and so on. 

Physical sport is the one thing 
everyone can take part in and it is also 
the best way for people to interact with 
one another in person,” said Bheki 
Mpanza, member of the organising 
committee. Church teams from 
Mbombela, Komatipoort, Shongwe, 
Bethel and Sidlamafa competed in 
soccer, netball, volleyball and relay 
categories. Mpanza said attendance 
was satisfactory and encouraging for 
church leaders to continue holding the 
sports day. The Mbombela circuit teams 
beat their opponents in soccer with the 
Shongwe circuit taking second place. 

The Sidlamafa circuit ladies won in 
the netball category with the Bethel 
circuit as runner up.

Dex  Sibiya

The Mbombela circuit soccer team ahead of the � nal match at the HUC sports day.

HUC netball team grabs sole victory

Ephraim Mogale Bursary Scheme
2020 EXTERNAL BURSARY APPLICATION FORMS FOR YOUTH

The Mpumalanga Provincial Government endeavours to implement the Provincial Human Resource 
Development Strategy and the Mpumalanga Economic Growth and Development Path, and hence 
intends to award bursary opportunities to unemployed youth who resides in the province to further their 
studies in critical and scarce skills indicated in the table below. The bursary scheme prioritizes the previ-
ously disadvantaged and deep rural communities in the province of Mpumalanga. In addition, females and 
people living with disabilities are encouraged to apply.

2020 INTERNAL BURSARY APPLICATION FORMS FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

The government reaffirms its commitment in increasing current skills base within the province by providing 
the employees of Mpumalanga Government with opportunities to further their education. This is done in a 
manner that seeks to maximize the Province socio-economic capacity and effective service delivery.

THE FOLLOWING FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE

2020 External (unemployed youth) bursary application forms for full time 
studies; ANY PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS WITHIN SOUTH AFRICA ONLY

2020 International (unemployed youth) bursary application forms for full time studies; RUSSIA, BELA-
RUS, ITALY AND CHINA

2020 Internal (government employees) bursary application forms for part time studies only at any 
ACCREDITED AND RECOGNIZED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING

Closing date for submission of all application forms is 31 October 2019.
For general inquiries members of our communities are requested to contact the Department at: 013 766 
5355 / 5243 / 5368/ 5370/ 5380

Online application available on the following website htt://bursaries.mpuedu.gov.za
All attachments should be emailed with the online reference number for online applications
To: bursaries@education.mpu.gov.za
NB: online application is encouraged though some areas might have resources challenges thus allowed 
to use manual application (hard copies) but not both
Hand delivered to Provincial office of Department of Education located at
Riverside Government Complex building number 5 upper ground floor, or Mpumalanga Department of 
Education District Offices.

Posted to the following address:
The Bursary Unit
Mpumalanga Department of Education
Private Bag X 11341
Nelspruit
1200

Kindly note that faxed or emailed application forms will not be considered

ALEX Worsdale won the gruelling 
Mpumalanga Cycle Tour last week after 
crossing the line fi rst in stages one to 
three. The fourth and fi nal stage fi nished 

at the 
Mbombela 
Stadium and 
was won by 
Nico Bell 
from team 
NAD Pro, 
who crossed 
the line a 
mere seven 
seconds 
ahead of 
Worsdale. 
Bell ended 
second 
overall, 
with Chris 
Jooste taking 
bronze.

Riding 
for the 
Offi  ceGuru 
team, 
Worsdale 
claimed 
the yellow 
jersey in the 
fi rst stage 
and retained 
his position 

Adriaan de Beer and Masoka Dube to the end, fi nishing the four-leg race 
in 12:02:30, a six-second lead in the 
general classifi cation. 

The 20-year-old, who also took the 
best U23 rider title, said it felt unreal to 
have won as he had not expected it 
at all.

“I was expecting to come to work for 
the team but after winning stage one, 
and getting the time bonus, I started 
to rethink why I was there,” said the 
Pretoria University student, who had 
competed in the tour twice before.

The MEC for the Department of 
Culture, Sport and Recreation, Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali, said at the prizegiving at 
the end of the race: “As the Department, 
we are excited to be part of the historic 
edition of the Mpumalanga Cycle Tour. 

The tour is starting to gain traction 
even outside South Africa with 
international riders being part of it. It 
is now a well-established brand in the 
cycling community.”

“My team members set me up 
perfectly to be able to go for the sprints, 
which tired everyone else out as the 
fi eld was quite small, especially after the 
climbs. This made the racing hard as we 
couldn’t let anyone go or rely on other 
teams to close the gaps,” Worsdale said.

The University Sports South Africa 
cycling tournament champion said the 
win meant a lot to him due to it being 
his fi rst elite tour victory.

“I think it shows a positive direction 
as to where my career is going,” he said.

Alex Worsdale sprints for 
the line in the third stage 
of the race. He won the 
� rst three stages to claim 
his � rst elite tour victory.

 Worsdale wins gruelling Mpu cycle tour


