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NOT only do the Bushbuckridge Social 
Crime (BBRSC) and Community Police 
Forum (CPF) take care of the safety of the 
area’s residents, they also assist destitute 
families, sometimes out of their own 
pockets. 

This is what happened when the 
Mashego family, who lost their house and 
all their belongings in a fi re earlier this 
year, were aff orded a new lease on life by 
these good-hearted men and women. 

They donated clothes, school uniforms, 
beds, blankets and food to the destitute 
family.

Amos Mashego said the family were 
very grateful. 

“We didn’t have enough money to buy 
some of the items that they donated. My 
kids now have proper school uniforms and 
I know they will regain their confi dence at 
school,” he said.

The communication offi  cer at the BBR 
police station, Merilyne Mmonwa, said it 
was their responsibility to look after the 
people they are serving, especially when 
there was a need. 

“As a police station we decided to assist 
the family because we realise that they 
needed help since they lost everything 
in the fi re. Our job as police is not just 
to arrest criminals, but it is also to assist 

Police restore hope
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

where there is a social need and we are 
urging locals to do the same.” 

The chairperson of the CPF in 
Bohlabela, Jupiter Malomane, agreed 
with Mmonwa and said their job was 
to serve and protect the community 
and when it came to providing social 
services, “we do it without any 
hesitation”.

Malomane also made it clear that 
during the upcoming months, they 
would ensure the community felt safe 
and at the same time, condemned 
the violent acts, considered to be 
xenophobic, throughout the country.

Meanwhile, the cause of the fi re had 
not been established yet.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

IN a very controversial move, former 
Bushbuckridge (BBR) local municipality 
MMC for Economic Development, 
Planning and Environment, Leonard 
Malomane, had been elected as the 
municipality’s new chief whip. 

According to the municipality’s 
communication manager, Aubrey Mnisi, 
the position became vacant after the 
resignation of Million Makaringe, now 
a member of the provincial legislature. 
Laizah Lekhuleni was appointed to 
Malomane’s post.

“The new chief whip will be responsible 
for creating synergy and maintaining 
discipline to ensure that the growth and 
development of the municipality always 
come fi rst and that the integrity of the 
council is maintained,” said Mnisi. 

Controversal
Malomane gets 
chief whip job

New BBR municipality chief whip, Leonard 
Malomane.

Members of the Bushbuckridge Social Crime and Community Police Forum handing over much needed essentials to the Mashego 
family who lost their house and belongings in a � re earlier this year.
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“I alone know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not disaster, 
plans to bring about the future you hope for.” - GNB

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

LOCAL musician, Xolani Mashabane, 
also known as Swazisoul, last week 
donated school shoes to destitute learners 
at Shatleng Primary School in Marite, 
Bushbuckridge.

Mashabane said he felt obliged to give 
back to the community that raised him. 

The singer, who lost his parents when 
he was still young, said when he was a 
student at the school, he used to attend 
classes wearing old torn up clothes as a 
school uniform.

“Growing up in Marite, I did not have 
much as a child and knew I was not the 
only one suff ering. 

“As a kid, there was nothing I could 
do to change the situation, so I made a 
promise to myself that one day I will try 
to change this in my community,” said 
Mashabane.

“The situation I grew up made me 
wanting to be a better person in life so that 
I can assist others. Donating shoes to the 
learners was only a start, he said, “we are 
planning to do more”.

Swazisoul was accompanied by a well-
known comedian, Oscar Mgudlwa, known 

as Madluphuthu, who also grew up in 
poverty.

Mgudlwa encouraged the learners to 
always do their best as “nothing was 
impossible”. 

He also told them not to allow their 
background to aff ect their future. He 
also urged them to refrain from criminal 
activities and substance abuse.

“Growing up was hard as people were 
laughing at me, because I was not good 
looking and that negatively aff ected my 
acting career,” he said.   

“Growing up poor or having to look 
diff erent to other kids doesn’t mean you 
cannot become a hero or someone people 
can look up too. I have made it when 
everyone was telling me I cannot do it,” 
he said.

Fana Khoza, an eight-year-old learner, 
told Newshorn that he was grateful for the 
donations made to them.

“I am very happy to have received 
a new pair of shoes. I now have my 
confi dence back and I plan to work hard 
so that I can pass. Maybe one day the 
education will change my life for better. 
I must also thank Xolani for what he has 
done for me and my fellow learners,” he 
said. From left, Xolani Mashabane, Fana Khoza 

and Oscar Mgudlwa.

 Swazisoul donates shoes to poor
Early this year, Malomane was in 

the news after being arrested by the 
Hawks’ Serious Corruption Investigation 
Unit for allegedly being involved in 
a scam in which young people were 
made to pay for so-called learnership 
opportunities. However, after appearing 
in court, the case was withdrawn against 
Malomane, while his two co-accused are 
still being prosecuted. At the time, the 
BBR municipality, in collaboration with 
Leadership 2020, invited young people for 
training in leadership skills and sales. 

According to Mpumalanga Hawk’s 
spokesperson, Captain Deneo Sekgotodi, 
“interested youth applied and submitted 
their CV’s paying an administration 
fee of R250 each into a FNB account.” 
Applicants were reportedly defrauded 
with more than R800 000. 

Successful candidates were also 
allegedly promised to be paid monthly 
stipends of R3000 each for fi ve months, 
which they never received. 

It was presumed that the entire learning 
programme was facilitated by Malomane 
as the advertisement came from his offi  ce.

Arrested by Hawks
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Khulile bags national 
agri competition title

Masoka Dube

KHULILE Mahlalela added another 
trophy to her collection of awards when 
she bagged the Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries’ (DAFF) coveted 
national Female Entrepreneur Award last 
week.

The female farmer from Mhluzi 
near Middelburg, who credited the 
Mpumalanga government for her 
successes by supplying to her farming 
needs, received the award in Stellenbosch. 
The annual award is granted to a young, 
female entrepreneur. 

The pig farmer also received a trophy 
and a R100 000 cash prize.  

The award is made by the DAFF 
in acknowledgement of outstanding 
performance in the fi eld of agriculture.

A jubilant Mahlalela said she was very 
happy that she managed to represent the 
province well and thanked the department 
for its support at the award ceremony. 
“This shows that the province is doing 
well in agriculture,” she said.

Mahlalela was also voted overall winner 
at the provincial level awards held in 
Mpumalanga last month. She not only 
scooped up the entrepreneurial award, 
but also won the Best Small Farmer and 
Ministerial Special Award.

Other winners at the national event 
included Best Female Worker’s Award 

to Katrina Nxangani from the Free State 
and Best Subsistence Producer award to 
Tholakele Sibiya from KwaZulu-Natal. 
Top Entrepreneur Awards: Happiness 
Makgamatho from Limpopo was voted 
Top Entrepreneur: Processing and Daphne 
Neethling from the Western Cape was 
voted Top Entrepreneur: Commercial. 
Mmathoko Mabula from Limpopo bagged 
the Top Entrepreneur: Export Markets 
Award. The winner’s award for a disabled 
female entrepreneur went to Matebogo 
Mouwane from Gauteng.  Mmathoko 
Mabula from Limpopo scored the 
highest points across various competition 
categories.

Speaking at the event, DAFF Minister 
Thoko Didiza praised the women. “We are 
here to celebrate those who have worked 
very hard and are the benefi ciaries of these 
awards. Through their hard work and 
achievements we encourage other women 
to also rise to the challenge,” s he said.
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Masoka Dube

A YOUNG fashion designer and 
founder of a clothing outlet named 
Charged Up, Ntsako Mhlaule, will be 
opening her fi rst shop at the deep rural 
area of Bushbuckridge in Agincourt. 

Mhlaule said she decided to open the 
shop in the village where she lived, to 
inspire young people from the rural areas 
that they could be successful without 
going to the big cities. 

“Young people must take advantage of 
available opportunities in the rural areas to 

THE president of the Congress of 
Traditional Leaders of South Africa 
(Contralesa), Kgoshi Mathibela Mokoena, 
is mourning the death of his mother, 
Queen Leyimisang Mokoena, who was 
buried in Oakley, Bushbuckridge over 
the weekend. The MEC for Co-operative 
Governance and Traditional Aff airs 
(Cogta) in Mpumalanga,  Mandla Msibi, 
has sent the government’s condolences to 
Mokoena and the royal family.  

Msibi paid tribute to the late Queen 
mother, describing her as a pillar of 
strength to the Mathibela Royal Council. 

“We join the province in mourning the 
passing of the Queen mother. This is a 
huge loss not just for the Mathibela royal 
family, but for the entire province,” Msibi 
said.

“Her wealth of indigenous knowledge, 
which included guiding the communities 
within the jurisdiction of Mathibela, 
on issues such as ingoma practice, was 
evident in the safe passage of initiates 
towards adulthood. Through her guidance, 
no fatalities occurred in the initiation 
schools that took place in areas within the 
Mathibela Tribal Authority,” Msibi said.

He expressed 
hope that Mokoena 
and the entire royal 
family will emulate 
the values espoused 
by the Queen 
mother as they start 
a new chapter. 

The annual 
Mathibela cultural 
ceremony, which 
was supposed to 
take place soon, has 
been postponed due 
to the bereavement. 

 Young fashion designer is all Charged Up

Chief M okoena 
mourns death of 
Queen Leyimisang

The founder of Charged Up, Ntsako Mhlaule. 

Kgoshi Mathibela 
Mokoena.

Mpumalanga’s proud national award-winning female farmer, Khulile Mahlalela.
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start businesses, make a living and create 
jobs,” she said. 

“The aim is to inspire people from rural 
areas, especially in Bushbuckridge, that it 
is okay to go for your biggest dreams even 
when you are from the village. A lot of 
people have ideas but they become useless 
ideas when we do not act and implement 
them, not tomorrow or next week, 
implement them now,” said Mhlaule. 

She further said that her main objective 
was to develop the community and 
stimulate the economy. She believes that 
growing the economy from the community 
level will minimise the number of people 
relocating to the city. 

“I have already created fi ve jobs and 
planning to create more when my business 
nourishes, however, that will depend on 
the support that I will get from the people 
of my community because, when buying 
from my shop, they will be feeding lot of 
people,” she added. 

The shop will be opening on October 5. 
Its services will include diff erent clothing 
ranges, photography, decoration material 
hiring, t-shirt printing and other services 
that the community members need. 

“Even those who reside outside 
Bushbuckridge are invited to attend the 
opening event for more information,” she 
said. 

COMMUNITY NEWS
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THE South African Breweries’ 
S AB Foundation Tholoana Enterprise 
Programme is looking for entrepreneurs 
who are passionate and dedicated to 
growing the economy and creating jobs.

Can you imagine your business turnover 
growing by 300% and creating 10 new 
jobs for your community? 

Mpumalanga-based Freddy and Sons 
Maintenance and Engineering, a past 
participant of the programme, is doing 
just that. 

South Africa is full of young, inspired 
and passionate entrepreneurs who are 
working tirelessly to change the path the 
country is on. 

The SAB Foundation Tholoana 
Enterprise Programme is looking 
for businesses which have 
the potential for growth and 
the desire to create jobs. 
Applications for this year’s 
programme are open until 26 
September. 

The structured 18-month 
programme invests in 
entrepreneurs, particularly 
women, youth, people in 
rural areas and persons with 
disabilities. 

It off ers skilled 
mentorship, business 
development tools and 
training, powerful peer networks, access 
to fi nance and support throughout their 
time on the programme, to entrepreneurs.

So far, the SAB Foundation has 
provided over R6 million in grant funding 
and business support to 60 entrepreneurs 
in Mpumalanga. 

This has helped them grow their 
collective turnover by 324%, from R9m 
at inception to over R38m as at 2018 and 
employ 286 people of which 121 are new 
jobs.

Let’s grow the South African economy - one SME at a time

Amandla Mali, representative of the SAB Foundation, handing Freddy Sibuyi, founder 
of Freddy and Sons Maintenance and Engineering, the Tholoana Award during the 
programme graduation ceremony in 2018.

Past and present participants 
continue to achieve incredible things 
in their businesses. 

Freddy Sibuyi, founder of 
Freddy and Sons Maintenance and 
Engineering, increased his turnover 
from R602 830 to over R2.2m 
and grew his workforce from fi ve 
employees to 15. 

He says being on the SAB 
Foundation Tholoana Enterprise 
Programme has crystallised his goals. 

“The programme helped me to 
integrate my business 
and to understand 
what it takes to run a 
business successfully 
and that I should 
be a growth-driven 
entrepreneur.”

Director of the SAB 
Foundation, Bridgit 
Evans says: “We want 
to make a lasting 
impact and we want 
these entrepreneurs to 
succeed. 

“What sets 
this programme apart 
from others is that the 
entrepreneurs are not just 
another number - they 
are individuals and there 

is a personal touch throughout the 
programme. We value their personal 
and professional wellbeing.”

To fi nd out more or apply to 
the SAB Foundation Tholoana 
Enterprise Programme visit https://
sabfoundation.co.za/tholoana-
enterprise-programme.

For further information, contact 
Megan Manley at The Friday Street 
Club on 060 774 6841 or e-mail: 
megan@thefridaystreetclub.co.za.

(Genesis 37:3-6) - HIS father, Israel, 
loved Joseph more than his other sons. He 
even made a beautiful, technicolour robe 
for him. When the brothers saw that their 
father loved Joseph more, they hated him. 
Joseph also had a dream for the future and 
for that, they hated him even more.

Joseph went after his brothers and found 
them near a place called Dothan, but they 
saw him in the distance and plotted to kill 
him, saying; “Here comes the dreamer! 
Let’s kill him.”

BUT, Joseph had done the right things 
and had been obedient to God and his 
father, which cost him his home and 
his inheritance. His brothers sold him 
as a slave to Midianite merchants on 
their way to Egypt. BUT Joseph was 

honourable, yet still 
he was slandered for 
becoming a slave 
in the home of an 
offi  cial in Egypt 
named Potiphar. 
Joseph had decided 
that if life gives 
you lemons, you 
make lemonade. He 
continues to honour 
the Lord and worked 

Honour your father and mother
Pastor Anthony Ngwenja (Junior-Apostolic Gospel Church)Pastor Mzwandile Twala (Halfway Assembly)079 561 4752 062 569 0604

 Know your God and wait on Him
hard at what was assigned to him. He 
served Potiphar with integrity and decided 
that when the opportunity came, he would 
talk to Potiphar about his God.

The Lord was with Joseph and blessed 
everything he oversaw. Potiphar noticed 
this and promoted Joseph to a higher 
position in the household. If you faithfully 
serve God, He will bless you and open 
doors for you. Joseph’s character was even 
tested by Potiphar’s wife. 

Put yourself in Joseph’s place … he 
had followed the Lord’s will despite life 
being unfair to him. Even when thrown in 
prison, God was with Joseph. 

God turned Joseph’s situation around. 
Whatever he did, God made him succeed. 
People are going to fail you, disappoint 
you, and leave you hanging out to dry. Let 
that drive you to God.

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man, 
but blessed is the man who trusts in the 
Lord, whose trust is the Lord, he is like 
a tree planted by the water.” (Jer 17:5,6). 
Learn to wait upon the Lord and He shall 
renew your strength. Remember God’s 
timing is always perfect and He is faithful. 
What He said in His word He will do. He 
is not a man that he should lie. He keeps 
His promises.

Ephesians 6:2 says honour your 
father and mother, which is the fi rst 
commandment with a promise. The word 
honour conveys the idea of respect, esteem 
and treats with deference and submission. 
A father and mother created you, whether 
it be spiritual or physical. It also includes 
those who ensure your wellbeing or that 
of your child or performing duties of 
parents.  It is important to understand that 
this is a command from God and not just 
a suggestion by a writer, philosopher, 
psychologist, pastor or anybody. 

Psalm 27:10 says “when my father and 
my mother forsake me, then the Lord will 
take me up”.

It is a sad truth that the above scripture 
is undeniable applicable to many people 
as they have been forsaken by their 
parents. They are still struggling with the 
hurtful, disgraceful and cruelty and abuse 
they endured which makes it extremely 
diffi  cult for them to give honour to their 
parents. But it can be done through and by 
the grace of our Almighty God.

Deuteronomy 5:16 indicates that to 
honour your father and mother, as the 
Lord your God has commanded you, your 
days may be prolonged and that it may go 
well with you in the land which the Lord 

your God gives you. 
The following 

are a few of many 
diff erent ways to 
give honour to your 
father or mother: 
listening, paying 
attention when 
your father talks 
to you and taking 
his instructions. 
Not despising 
your mother, nor 
forsaking her 
teaching. Be a 

wise son and wise daughter, be righteous 
(upright and blameless), be tender and 
be their crown. Never speak evil of your 
father and mother. In Matthew 15:4 God 
commanded, saying, “Honour your father 
and mother. He who curses or reviles 
or speaks evil of or abuses or treats 
improperly his father or mother, let him 
surely come to his end by death”. 

This scripture signifi es the signifi cance 
of honouring your parents. I encourage 
everyone to consider constantly honouring 
your parents because you will be keeping 
the commandment of God and will obtain 
those promises God made.

Pastor Mzwandile 
Twala.

Pastor Anthony 
Ngwenja

We 
want 

to make 
a lasting 

impact and 
we want these 
entrepreneurs 

to succeed
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

WITH its promises of avoiding dark 
days in more ways than one, Eskom said it 
had come up with a workable plan for the 
upcoming summer.

Chief operating offi  cer, Jan Oberholzer, 
told the media last week that the 
struggling state enterprise could for the 
next seven months keep lights on and air 
cons rolling. That is now despite being 
“tight and vulnerable”.

So far, Eskom had no power cuts for 
the past 164 days, which shows Jan 
maak ‘n plan. However, unpredictable 
and unreliable plants such as Kendal, 
Arnot and Kriel in Mpumalanga, Tutuka 
and the never-getting-fi nished Medupi, 
are the main culprits. But there was now 
enough coal, Oberholzer said, while plant 
maintenance is being undertaken and load 
shedding could be only referring to losing 
weight. According to various scenarios 
shared with the media, there shall be light. 
The sun and Eskom will shine on. 

Meanwhile, energy experts say he is 
on the right track, not over promising 
anything, but has a great grasp of issues.

Oberholzer said that in Eskom’s nine-
point turnaround plan, the focus had 
moved from “prepare for the rain” to 
reducing emissions, particularly at seven 
of the 87 generation units where the levels 
are high. But as always, it would be a case 
of not having the money to do so said 
Eskom chairman, Jabo Mabuzo. And to 
that, most South Africans can relate.

THE Chief Operating Offi  cer (COO) 
of the South African National Parks 
(SANParks), Fundisile Mketeni, had 
congratulated the justice department of 
Mozambique for successfully convicting 
and sentencing two poachers who killed 
two rhinos in the Limpopo section of 
Kruger National Park (KNP).

The conviction and sentence was a 
fi rst in Mozambique since South Africa 

 Eskom’s summer 
plans rolled out

Rhino poachers sentencing in 
Mozambique a � rst since MoU

and its neighbouring country signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding in 2008 
to counter illegal wildlife crime.

The two men, from the Mapai District 
in the Gaza province in Mozambique, 
were respectively sentenced to 17 and 
16 years in prison for slaughtering 
protected animals, the illegal possession 
of unlicensed fi rearms and the illegal 
possession of ammunition.

The investigation had been a 
collaboration between Mozambican 
rangers and the SANParks Environmental 
Crime Investigative Unit in Phalaborwa.

“Some of the people we arrest in the 
park for poaching are from Mozambique; 
it gives one so much hope to note that the 
authorities in that country are taking the 
fi ght against poaching seriously,” Mketeni 
said.

“We also note that this is the fi rst 
conviction and sentencing of rhino 
poaching in Mozambique since 2008 and 
we congratulate and encourage them for 
ensuring that justice is prevalent in this 
fi ght,” said Mketeni.

Cogta MEC, Mandla Msibi.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Eskom’s chief operating o�  cer, Jan 
Oberholzer.

Two poachers of rhino horns were 
convicted and sentenced in Mozambique. 
(Picture for illustration purposes only).

 Cogta MEC urges underperforming 
municipalities to up their game

Masoka Dube

THE MEC of the Mpumalanga 
Department of Co-operative Governance 
and Traditional Aff airs (Cogta) has called 
on municipalities in the province to put 
in more eff ort to improve service delivery 
and governance.

Mandla Msibi’s call came after the 
shocking news that only one municipality 
in the province received a clean audit 
from the Auditor General (A-G), Kimi 
Makwetu, for the 2017/2018 fi nancial 
year. All others, including Mbombela, 
failed.

According to Makwetu’s latest 
audit results, only the Gert Sibande 
District Municipality received a clean 
audit.  His report showed that almost 
all the municipalities highlighted bad 
management in fi nancial management and 
service delivery.

In the light of this, the leadership of the 
City of Mbombela, Victor Khanye and 
Msukaligwa last week met with Msibi at 
the government’s Samora Machel building 
in Mbombela to discuss challenges that 
hamper the delivery of services. Msibi 
also engaged the municipalities of  Thaba 
Chweu, Lekwa, Dr JS Moroka and Dr 
Pixley Ka Isaka Seme in discussions.

“During the meeting, I urged them 
to address the A-G’s fi ndings. The A-G 
identifi ed many issues relating to fi nancial 
mismanagement,” Msibi said. 

“It will assist us if you can furnish us 
with reports detailing progress and the 
steps you have taken to address these 
fi ndings. These reports will help us to 
determine the type of support we must 
provide you to turn things around,” Msibi 
told the municipalities.

He said the reports must also indicate 
steps taken to fi ll critical vacancies as 
a measure to strengthen the capacity 
of municipal administrations, and the 
fi nancial status to indicate whether they 
were able to pay creditors, such as Eskom.

“The A-G’s fi ndings point to the 
poor capacity of the administration. We 
need to know progress in the fi lling of 

critical vacancies, such as the municipal 
manager’s position in Victor Khanye 
municipality,” he added.

“Section 154 of the Constitution of 
the Republic of South Africa charges the 
provincial government and the national 
government with 
the responsibility 
to support 
municipalities. 
These visits 
are a perfect 
opportunity for us 
as the department 
to determine the 
inhibiting factors of 
service delivery,” 
Msibi concluded.

Msibi said he 
was hoping that 
the engagements 
would position the 
department to also 
provide the proper 
support required 
to improve the 
functionality of the 
municipalities.  

“Section 154 of 
the constitution of 
the republic charges 
the provincial 
government 

and national government with the 
responsibility to support municipalities. 
These meetings are a perfect opportunity 
for us as the department to determine the 
inhibiting factors of service delivery,” 
Msibi said.



6 Wednesday 11 September 2019

For News: Tumelo on 072-314-7925 or tumelo@newshorn.co.za

ADVERTISEMENT



7Wednesday 11 September 2019

Raylee on 072-796-2936 or raylee@newshorn.co.za

 Mrs Mpumalanga puts her 
money where her mouth is 

SINCE winning the Mrs Mpumalanga 
beauty pageant, Morongwa Dlamini 
had been hard at work,  following up on 
projects she undertook after receiving her 
crown last year. 

Newshorn undertook a trip with her. 
Dlamini is serving as Healthy Lifestyle 

Ambassador to the Mpumalanga 
Department of Health, she is the Mopani 
Sports Nutrition Ambassador and also 
the Sports Charity Ambassador for the 
Nelspruit Marathon Club.

“In July, I had the privilege to champion 
the launching of the Healthy Lifestyle 
Campaign with the provincial health 
department. The launch was a success 
with more than 300 pensioners attending 
to learn how to live a healthy lifestyle 
without experiencing chronic conditions 
such as heart disease, diabetes and joint 
disease,” the hard-working beauty said. 

“The very same month, I joined the 
Creselda Education Foundation in 
Bushbuckridge, in support of a healthy 
lifestyle, a 100% pass rate for the class of 
2019 and a teenage pregnancy awareness 
programme,” she said. 

Dlamini made it clear that giving back 
to the community was close to her heart 
and she believed it created feelings of 
compassion, humanity and a sense of 
appreciation.

“I do a lot of community work, but 
my focus is more on poverty and hunger 

eradication and supporting a healthy 
lifestyle. I have adopted the Good News 
Multipurpose Feeding Centre at Masoyi 
Village and this is a continuous project, 
which will receive assistance with the 
provision of food, clothing and fi nancial 
assistance with funds raised from the 
ladies race.”

Further, in partnership with Eskort in 
Mbombela, the organisation distributed 
food to needy families. 

Dlamini is also the founding member 
of the Ladies Race #SHL, a special event 
in celebration of womanhood. It would 
also be used to raise funds for the Masoyi 
Feeding Centre and to collect old and 
new sneakers, as well as sports clothes for 
disadvantaged people,” said Dlamini. 

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks 
Agency (MTPA), with the Department 
of Economic Development and Tourism 
(DEDT) are continuing to educate the 
public about the importance of tourism.

Every year in September, tourism 
authorities in the country run campaigns 
in which they encourage locals to visit 
the country’s tourists’ attraction sites. In 
Mpumalanga, Tourism Month awareness 
was launched at Manyeleti Reserve at the 
end of last month. 

“The focus is to continue with 
our campaigns to educate our local 
communities on the importance of tourism 
as everyone’s business and requires that 
we all work together in providing a safe 
environment,” said MEC for the DEDT, 
Pat Ngomane.

The theme for this year’s campaign 
is “Tourism and jobs, a better future for 

 Locals invited to visit tourism sites
all,” highlighting tourism’s unique ability 
to create more and better jobs and to 
help build a better future for our people, 
said Ngomane. He added that, with the 
collaboration of private industry, this goal 
could be achieved.

“Domestic tourism is key to ensuring 
locals discover the diverse off erings 
available on their doorstep and benefi t 
from them. It is therefore important to 
ensure that tourism products, which are 
developed, are sustainable and accessible 
to all,” he said.

Tourism contributed more than 9% 
of jobs to the country’s workforce, the 
sixth biggest in the overall economy. The 
number of international tourists visiting 
Mpumalanga increased to 1.6 million in 
2018 compared to 1.5 million the year 
before.

Domestic travel also saw an increase of 
2.9 million visitors last year as opposed 
to 2017. As much as R15 billion found its 
way to the provincial coff ers as a result. 

However, the fi rst three month of this 
year showed a decline of 70% in domestic 
tourism, while international arrivals 
showed a 12% increase.

NEWSHORN senior journalist, Tumelo 
Dibakwane, with colleagues from various 
other media houses rolling down the river 
on a quiet afternoon.

Hardworking Mrs Mpumalanga, Morongwa 
Dlamini.

A SERIES of events to draw more visitors, 
included the Mbombela Jazz Charity Golf 
Day on 4 September, the Ray Phiri memorial 
lecture on 5 September and the annual 
Lilizela Awards on  6 September.  The very 
popular Mbombela Jazz Festival took place 
on 7 and 8 September and the Provincial 
Parks Week started on 9 September and will 
continue to the 13th.

Do not miss the start of the “Know your 
Small Town” campaign on the 20th, as 
well as the Tourism Awareness Day on 21 
September, also in Barberton. 

COMMUNITY NEWS
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IN commemoration of Women’s 
Month, NEWSHORN interviewed two 
netball players from Bushbuckridge, 
who appealed to businesses to support 
the sport. Neptune Nkosi (23) from 
Madras, who is a goal defender for 
Renono Netball Ladies, said she started 
playing the game at the age of 11 at 
primary school.  

“Netball keeps us off  the streets and 
out of trouble because whenever I am 
stressed, I go to the fi eld by the time I 
fi nished playing I become a new person. 
I would like to encourage young people 
to get involved in sports, especially our 
young girls,” said Nkosi. It was a huge 
challenge to play without any fi nancial 
support, she said, because they have to 
pay their own transport, buy their own 
gear and cover all other expenses to 
participate in the local tournament.

“Besides those challenges, I still enjoy 
the game, using my talent to help young 
girls. I play for the fun of it and it makes 
me happy. I still believe that one day I 
will see myself playing in a professional 
league or for the national team,” Nkosi 
said.

“We still have a long way to go as 
women in sport,” she said, “because 
men get fi rst preference when it comes 
to sponsorships. I would like to appeal 
to all local businesspeople to consider 
sponsoring netball when they want to 
fund sports,” she added.

Another player, Neo Malapane (23), 
said she wanted to see netball teams 
playing organised games, and not just in 
the current tournaments, otherwise they 
would not see much growth in the sport.

“I have been playing netball for more 
13 years and I never looked back, even 
when the challenges to participate 
seemed that they would never end. My 

ALEX Worsdale won the gruelling 
Mpumalanga Cycle Tour last week after 
crossing the line fi rst in stages one to 
three.

The fourth and fi nal stage fi nished at 
the Mbombela Stadium and was won 
by Nico Bell from team NAD Pro, who 
crossed the line a mere seven seconds 
ahead of Worsdale. Bell ended second 
overall, with Chris Jooste taking bronze.

Riding for the Offi  ceGuru team, 
Worsdale claimed the yellow jersey in 
the fi rst stage and retained his position 
to the end, fi nishing the four-leg race 
in 12:02:30, a six-second lead in the 
general classifi cation.

The 20-year-old, who also took the 
best U23 rider title, said it felt unreal to 
have won as he had not expected it at 
all.

“I was expecting to come to work for 
the team but after winning stage one, 

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Adriaan de Beer and Masoka Dube

Neo Malapane (left) and Neptune Nkosi 
(right).

 Worsdale victorious in gruelling 
5th Mpumalanga Cycle Tour

passion for netball keeps me going 
every day. And I still believe that one 
day God will provide a sponsor that will 
inject money to start a league,” she said. 

She also thanked their current 
sponsors, comprising of tavern owners 
who assist them to make sure that they 
play over weekends.

“Is not easy to celebrate Women’s 
Month, especially in the rural areas 
where women are still not treated 
equally, especially in sports,” Malapane 
said.

“We hardly get invited to participate 
in some of the matches organised by 
businesspeople as they prefer to be 
involved with soccer tournaments. My 
plea is that they involve us because we 
are part of the community and netball 
has grown stronger in the past months,” 
she said.

and getting the time bonus, I started 
to rethink why I was there,” said the 
Pretoria University student, who had 
competed in the tour twice before.

The MEC for the Department of 
Culture, Sport and Recreation, Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali, said at the prizegiving at 
the end of the race: “As the Department, 
we are excited to be part of the historic 
edition of the Mpumalanga Cycle Tour. 
The tour is starting to gain traction even 
outside South Africa with international 
riders being part of it. It is now a 
well-established brand in the cycling 
community.” 

One of the former participants of 
the Mpumalanga Cycle Tour, Willie 
Smit, signed for the European Katusha-
Alpecin team after winning the race 
twice before.

Worsdale said the route suited him 
as there was a fair amount of climbing, 
while the sprint sections played in his 
favour.

“My team members set me up 

Ephraim Mogale Bursary Scheme
2020 EXTERNAL BURSARY APPLICATION FORMS FOR YOUTH

The Mpumalanga Provincial Government endeavours to implement the Provincial Human Resource 
Development Strategy and the Mpumalanga Economic Growth and Development Path, and hence 
intends to award bursary opportunities to unemployed youth who resides in the province to further their 
studies in critical and scarce skills indicated in the table below. The bursary scheme prioritizes the previ-
ously disadvantaged and deep rural communities in the province of Mpumalanga. In addition, females and 
people living with disabilities are encouraged to apply.

2020 INTERNAL BURSARY APPLICATION FORMS FOR GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

The government reaffirms its commitment in increasing current skills base within the province by providing 
the employees of Mpumalanga Government with opportunities to further their education. This is done in a 
manner that seeks to maximize the Province socio-economic capacity and effective service delivery.

THE FOLLOWING FORMS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE

2020 External (unemployed youth) bursary application forms for full time 
studies; ANY PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS WITHIN SOUTH AFRICA ONLY

2020 International (unemployed youth) bursary application forms for full time studies; RUSSIA, BELA-
RUS, ITALY AND CHINA

2020 Internal (government employees) bursary application forms for part time studies only at any 
ACCREDITED AND RECOGNIZED INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING

Closing date for submission of all application forms is 31 October 2019.
For general inquiries members of our communities are requested to contact the Department at: 013 766 
5355 / 5243 / 5368/ 5370/ 5380

Online application available on the following website htt://bursaries.mpuedu.gov.za
All attachments should be emailed with the online reference number for online applications
To: bursaries@education.mpu.gov.za
NB: online application is encouraged though some areas might have resources challenges thus allowed 
to use manual application (hard copies) but not both
Hand delivered to Provincial office of Department of Education located at
Riverside Government Complex building number 5 upper ground floor, or Mpumalanga Department of 
Education District Offices.

Posted to the following address:
The Bursary Unit
Mpumalanga Department of Education
Private Bag X 11341
Nelspruit
1200

Kindly note that faxed or emailed application forms will not be considered

Netball in need of sponsorships

perfectly to be able to go for the sprints, 
which tired everyone else out as the 
fi eld was quite small, especially after the 
climbs. This made the racing hard as we 
couldn’t let anyone go or rely on other 
teams to close the gaps.”

The University Sports South Africa 
cycling tournament champion said the 
win meant a lot to him due to it being 
his fi rst elite tour victory.

“I think it shows a positive direction 
as to where my career is going. The 
Tour of Windhoek is next and this is 
defi nitely a confi dence booster, but the 
fi eld is going to be very diff erent.”

Final results: 1. Alex Worsdale 
(12:02:30), 2. Nico Bell, 3. Chris Jooste, 
4. Keanan Roodt, 5. Asher Biggs, 6. 
Nick James, 7. Wessel Botha, 8. Andrew 
Edwards, 9. Jan Montshioa, 10. Devin 
Shortt.

Under 23:
1. Alex Worsdale 12:02:30, 
2. Keanan Roodt, 3. Asher Biggs.

Alex Worsdale sprints for the line in the 
third stage of the race. He won the � rst 
three stages to claim his � rst elite tour 
victory.


