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TOP SCHOOL IN MALELANE CIRCUIT

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE MEC for education in 
Mpumalanga, Bonakele Majuba, parents 
and other stakeholders last week gathered 
at the Ingwenyama Lodge in White River 
to send off  86 students who are embarking 
on a study programme in Russia.

Majuba said the students would be 
joining another 282 students who have 
been in the Russia study programme since 
2015. They will be jetting off  to Russia 
next month.

He encouraged the students to represent 
Mpumalanga and the country with pride.

“This is not a holiday and we request 
that you commit and excel in your 
studies. We will not hesitate to withdraw 
the bursary from those who are not 
progressing academically. Your task in 
Russia is to learn, learn and learn. We 
want medical doctors and engineers 
who will come back and serve our rural 
communities,” Majuba said. 

He said the department would continue 
to strive to produce a generation of 
competent young intellectuals who would 
contribute towards the development and 
growth of Mpumalanga and South Africa 
in general.

“When you come across challenges, 
thrive to overcome them. Embrace your 
new environment with courage and open-
mindedness. 

The people of the rising sun, the 
government of Mpumalanga and your 
parents are supporting you and expecting 
a lot from you. Go and represent us well 
in Russia,” he added.

The Russian study programme is 
directed by RACUS SA, a Nelspruit-based 
organisation tasked to assist students 
who desire to study overseas. The offi  cial 
South African representative of the 
Russian African Centre of University 
Studies operates in collaboration with 
RACUS Russia. It serves as the main 
student recruiter for Russian universities 
in South Africa.

RACUS director, Dr Protus Kum, has 
assured the parents of the students that 
their children would be taken good care of 
and he urged them to continuously support 
their children. 

“Our mandate is to make sure that all 
the students who are heading to Russia get 
the best education so that they can come 
back and serve our communities. 

Students jet 
o�  to study 
in Russia

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
Mpumalanga education MEC, Bonakele Majuba and Dr Protus Kum (left) handed over 
laptops to the students who are embarking on a study programme in Russia. Here one of 
the students receives his laptop from Majuba and Dr Kum.
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Sta�  Reporter

Masoka Dube

IN a move to combat the prevalent fraud 
targeting social grants, SASSA stopped 6 
000 payments and the fi gure went down 

THE University of Mpumalanga (UMP) 
in collaboration with diff erent companies, 
parastatals and government departments 
hosted a career expo at the university’s 
Mbombela Campus.

The well-attended event, that took place 
earlier this month, was aimed at creating 
a platform for students and graduates to 
meet with potential employers. 

During the event, business offi  cials were 
allowed to showcase their off ering and 
assist students to understand companies’ 
operations, job opportunities and 
internship programmes.

The companies who participated in the 
event included SANParks, Mpumalanga 
Department of Agriculture, ABSA, 
Standard Bank,  the Department of Labour 
and others.

Senior manager for students and 
graduates, Raymond Mkhwanazi, has 
thanked all who attended the expo and 
said he was happy with the turnout.

“I would like to thank the companies, 
departments and organisations who 
decided to come to the campus to assist 
and also guide students on their career 
paths. I hope they will never forget this 
day, this is a once-off  opportunity where 
students and employers come together and 
discuss the issue of unemployment,” said 

SASSA halts 6000 suspicious grants 
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsu� ering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law.”

substantially to 500 in the August payment 
cycle. SASSA spokesperon, Paseka 
Letsatsi, said the decline was as a result of 
stringent measures put in place to combat 
fraud by both SASSA and the SA Post 
Offi  ce.

“An intensive process of studying the 
trends was embarked upon and the modus 
operandi of the fraudsters was exposed. 
Subsequently systems and controls were 
tightened, she said.

She further said SASSA was working 
with relevant stakeholders including all 
banks to ensure that fraud within the 
grants system was ultimately defeated. 
SASSA is committed to addressing fraud 
and they will continue to do verifi cation of 
bank details.  This means that if a record 
is not corrected with both SASSA and the 
bank, the payment will not go through 
every month. Any innocent and aff ected 
benefi ciaries whose payments have been 
stopped, are advised to make an affi  davit 
at the police station.

Mkhwanazi. Students got the opportunity 
to see what job opportunities and 
internship programmes are available in the 
companies, departments and organisations, 
he said. 

Halls Property’s human resources 
manager, Sandile Lamane, said their 
company mostly specialised on 
agriculture. They attended the event  
to assist agriculture students with the 
information that they need when looking 
for employment. 

“On the farming side, we off er positions 
such as farm manager, supervisors and 
assistant manager. We also run tree 
programmes on learnerships, internships 
and graduate placement,” Lamane said.

“We take between six and eight learners 
for the learnership, for the internship we 
take students from the university who 
haven’t completed their qualifi cation yet, 
so that they get to gain experience as part 
of their qualifi cation requirement. For the 
graduate placement programme we take 
students who have already completed their 
studies and need experience,” he added.

One of the students, Lindiwe Zwide, 
who is in her second year studying nature 
conservation, said the expo was very 
helpful to her in many ways and she 
wished to be employed by the Kruger 
National Park because it suited her career 
expectations. “I am a nature lover”, she 
said.

Children must study hard and make us 
proud, by so doing they are not only doing 
it for us, but for their future as well,” he 
said.

Kum also requested the students to 
refrain from seeking media attention when 
they face challenges. 

He said his door had always been open 
and they were always ready to solve the 
students’ problems.

One of the students who will be 
heading to Russia, Candice Nkuna, told 
NEWSHORN that she was looking 
forward to commencing her studies 
and assured her parents, the provincial 
government and RACUS, that she that 
would do well in her studies. 

“I am very grateful for what RACUS 

The fi elds of study awarded are:

1. Cyberspace security (3);
2. Computer Engineering (6);
3. Mechanical Engineering (6);
4. Power Electrical Engineering (7);
5. Civil engineering (8);
6. Aviation (11);
7. Veterinary Science (12);
8. Medicine (33).

and the department of education are doing 
for us. With the kind of support that they 
give us and our fellow students, let us 
make sure that we study hard and come 
back with our degrees,” Nkuna said.

RACUS Russia, which has 
representatives in more than 68 countries 
globally, has been assisting students to 
study in Russian State universities from 
all over the world since 1991.

The group of students who will be jetting o�  to Russia next month with, seated from left, 
Dr Protus Kum, Madlozi Mtsoeni, education MEC Bonakele Majuba, Dr Pontsho Mabilane 
and Apostle Khoza.

 UMP career expo empower students
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 Barberton inmates compete in national 
Funda Mzantsi reading competition

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Department of Correctional 
Services in partnership with the National 
Library of South Africa (NLSA) and the 
national Department of Sports, Arts, and 
Culture is to hold a reading competition 
aimed at promoting the culture of reading 
among off enders and youth. 

The provincial communication offi  cer, 
Mesia Hlungwani, said seven off enders 
from Barberton Correctional Services 
would be participating in the competition 
in which they would be competing 
against inmates from other provinces and 
students from diff erent high schools and 
universities across the country. 

“The seven was identifi ed by 
independent adjudicators during the 
Regional Funda Mzantsi competition, 
which was held at Bethal Correctional 
Services on July 23. The regional 
competition was attended by participants 

from Limpopo, Mpumalanga and the 
North West region” said Hlungwani.

The Barberton team will represent the 
region in the 10th National Funda Mzansi 
Championships that will take place in 
George from 23 to 27 September.

The competition comprises diff erent 
categories, including reading, spelling, 
book review and debate. 

Participants will be expected to read 
passages randomly selected by the 
adjudicators where they will be assessed 
on pronunciation, eloquence, expression 
and confi dence. They will compete with 
counterparts on Siswati, IsiZulu, English 
and Afrikaans.                             

Barberton Correctional Services has 
book clubs where inmates regularly meet 
to discuss and review books. The club 
focuses on books written in English and 
other indigenous languages.

One of the participants, Ludicks Godfre, 
who is serving 25 years for murder 
at Barberton Medium B, appreciated 
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the opportunity given to him by the 
department. 

“I was not into reading, but since joining 
the book club I have read countless books. 
This helps me to understand the outside 
community and to fi nd a better way to 
approach challenges,” said Godfrey.

The Deputy Acting Regional 
Commissioner for Limpopo, Mpumalanga 
and North West, Takalane Mashamba, 
encouraged off enders to continue 
participating in book clubs as it 
“plays a critical role when it comes to 
rehabilitation”. He said a reading nation is 
an informed nation, therefore if off enders 
continue to read they will obtain a lot of 
knowledge.

“The department is serious about the 
issue of eradicating illiteracy, we want to 
make sure that everyone must know how 
to read and to write before they leave our 
centre. You cannot come here and go back 
to the society being the same,” Mashamba 
said. 

The Barberton team are from left, Khoza Jeneth, Nyakani Richwell, Malinda Lungile, Mhaule Stanford, Ginindza Philile, Godfrey Ludicks, 
Kortzee Johan, Nkosi Agripa and Mzangwe Lineth.

Sta�  Reporter

Sta�  Reporter

THE Mpumalanga Department of 
Education will not procure any textbooks 
for learners in the 2019/2020 fi nancial 
year, despite the fact that many learners 
from Grade 8 to Grade 12 have been 
without or were forced to share textbooks 
for more than a year.

In a recent report by the Finance 
Portfolio Committee on the Mpumalanga 
appropriation bill for the 2019/2020 
fi nancial year, the department has 
budgeted R320 million for textbooks, but 
will not procure such, because of accruals 
from previous years.

The reason given for not buying new 
textbooks is that: “the department’s budget 
was insuffi  cient and it is underfunded by 
over R1.1 billion. The department also 
reported nearly R1.7m accruals from the 
previous fi nancial year, which needs to 
be settled fi rst.” The department ‘s total 
budget for 2019/2020 is R21.8bn.

“The department’s reasoning boggles 
the mind, taking into account that 
it surrendered an amount of R171m 
to National Treasury due to slow 

THE rehabilitation project between 
Montrose and Schagen on the N4 Toll 
Route is quickly reaching the halfway 
mark, with 48% of the roadworks 
offi  cially complete. The R100 million 
project near Mbombela (Nelspruit) 
commenced in May this year and will 
see 11km of Section 7A rehabilitated. 
Roadworks, which were estimated to last 
14 months, include the rehabilitation of 
the existing slow lane and overlaying of 
the entire carriageway.  

According to the main contractor, Tau 
Pele, the project is running smoothly 
with no major delays or complications 
experienced to date. However, given 
the tricky topography of the road at this 
section, lane deviations and Stop/Go’s 
have been put into place, which has had a 
negative impact on traffi  c fl ow and safety. 

Safety concerns stem from a lack of 
compliance, by road users, towards road 
construction warning signs and speed 
restrictions. Both Tau Pele and TRAC urge 
road users to obey these for their own and 
others’ safety,’” TRAC communications 
manager, Solange Soares Nicholson, said. 

“We urge members of the public to visit 
our website, www.tracn4.co.za, for regular 
updates and to plan their trips accordingly.

Learners face another year without textbooks

Montrose, Schagen 
roadworks reach 
halfway mark

implementation of infrastructure 
projects,” said Jane Sithole, the leader of 
the DA in Mpumalanga.

During previous oversight visits to 
schools, the Portfolio Committee on 
Education; Culture, Sport and Recreation 
found that many schools in the province 
had severe shortages of textbooks. It 
was also noted that in schools, 
such as Thembeka High in 
KaNyamazane and Mashishini 
Secondary in Mashishing  
Lydenburg), learners in Grade 
8 to 12 have been without 
textbooks or had to make 
plans to share textbooks for 
more than a year.

The department confi rmed 
that new textbooks in all 
subjects and grades were last 
supplied to learners between 
2011 and 2014. It further 
acknowledged that they do not 
have a strategy of retrieving 
textbooks issued to 
learners either.

“By not 
ensuring 
that 

every learner in Mpumalanga has 
textbooks, education MEC, Bonakele 
Majuba, is violating thousands of learners’ 
right to education as basic human right 
goes hand in hand with the provision of 
textbooks,” Sithole said.

“While the Human Rights Commission 
investigates this gross violation 

of learners’ rights, the 
DA will continue 

to monitor the 
provision of 

textbooks in 
Mpumalanga 
schools to 
ensure that 
no learner is 
left behind in 

our mission to 
build One South 

Africa for All.”

Jane Sithole, the DA leader in Mpumalanga.
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 Honorary rangers continue cleaning 
up Marloth Park of invasive plants

Dex Sibiya 

THE Marloth Park Honorary Rangers 
(MPHR) last week continued plucking the 
invasive prickly pear and Queen of the 
Night plants in Marloth Park bush fi elds.

Speaking to NEWSHORN, Uschi 
Powell from the MKHR said this was the 
second time the rangers were performing 
this maintenance method.

“This year we started on 30 July, 
Marloth Park is divided into six blocks 
and what has happened now is that a 
couple of organisations have taken a block 
each,” Powell said. 

She explained that the removal process 
is conducted once a year during the winter 

season because it becomes easier for them 
to identify the plants. 

The prickly pear is a  tree or tall shrub 
that grows up to 5m tall, with a thick, 
woody trunk. The stems are divided into 
fl attened, narrow, elliptical segments or 
leaf pads that are green but covered with 
a dull, bluish wax. It produces orange 
fl owers that open during the day, and 
which give rise to elliptical or egg-shaped 
fruits with colours ranging from yellow 
and orange to red and purple. 

According to Powell, what makes the 
plants dangerous for the habitat is the 
uncontrollable manner in which they 
spread.

“They make fruits and then the birds, 
monkeys and baboons eat the fruits. This 

Sta�  Reporter

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Masoka Dube

THE Marloth Park Honorary Rangers 
in partnership with “Working for Water” 
(WfW) is having a Weed Buster Day in 
Marloth on 21 August. 

WfW, based within The Department of 
Environmental Aff airs (DEA), champions 
the fi ght against invasive alien plants in 
South Africa.

THE DA in Mpumalanga would be 
laying criminal charges against the 
Mpumalanga Education Department, 
including Education MEC, Bonakele 
Majuba, following the deaths of three 
learners from the Nelson Ngobeni Primary 
School in eMalahleni (Witbank).

They died in hospital last Monday after 
being served food through the school’s 
nutrition programme. 

The DA has also called for an 
emergency external audit of the food 
supplied through the feeding scheme to 
ensure that it is safe and that a similar 
tragedy does not occur again, said DA 
leader, Jane Sithole.

According to reports, learners started 
vomiting and complaining of stomach 
pains after eating the food. They were 
taken to eMalahleni Hospital for 
observation where three of them later 
died. Ten were still being monitored in 
hospital by last Thursday.

The DA sent their deepest condolences 

POLICE in Mpumalanga are 
investigating a case in which an18- year-
old learner was stabbed by another learner 
at the Nelspruit Private College last week. 

According to Mpumalanga police 
spokesperson, Brigadier Leonard Hlathi, 
the learner was with a friend when he 
went to the bathroom. A few minutes later 
the friend heard the victim screaming in 
the bathroom and he rushed to see what 
was going on. 

“He found another learner holding and 
stabbing the victim. The victim sustained 
injuries to his head and face. They 
reported the matter to the principal and 
paramedics were called in. He received 
immediate medical attention,” said Hlathi. 

He said the police were investigating a 
case of assault with intent to do grievous 
bodily harm while the motive for the 
attack was not yet known, No arrest have 
been made yet.

“According to the report from the 
school, the learner who was stabbed is 
in a stable condition and had since been 
discharged from hospital and is under 
the care of his parents,” Mpumalanga 
Department of Education spokesperson, 
Gerald Sambo, said.

“The perpetrator is on the run and 
the police are looking for him and 
investigating the incident after the 
parents opened a case. The school is also 
conducting its internal investigation,” said 
Sambo. 

He said school safety remained the 
department’s key priority and he called on 
parents and communities to collaborate 
with the department in ensuring such. 

“To further strengthen the safety of 
both schools and health institutions, the 
department will, in collaboration with the 
department of health, convene a safety 
Indaba on 23 August.” 

The South African Democratic Teachers 
Union provincial secretary, Walter 
Hlayise, said: “We are saddened by the 
increasing incidents of violence in our 
schools, whether independent or public. 
This spike has led to many fatalities and it 
needs serious intervention.”

 Rangers, Working for Water continue to bust weed in Marloth Park

School’s nutrition programme claims three lives

 Learner stabbed 
at Nelspruit 
Private College

Mpumalanga police spokesperson 
Brigadier Leonard Hlathi.

Since its inception in 1995, the 
programme has cleared more than one 
million hectares of invasive alien plants, 
providing jobs and training to about 
20 000 people per year. Of these, 52% 
are women. On the day, WfW will have 
seven teams of workers, totalling 84, 
working in Marloth, all qualifi ed herbicide 
applicators. Their target is to clear 70ha of 
Lantana and Triffi  d weed. 

The teams will be supported by 

to the families of the deceased learners 
and wished those who were still in 
hospital a speedy recovery. 

The party said in a statement that it 
was concerned that this incident might 
urge parents to take their children out of 
the school feeding scheme, which could 

members of the Honorary Rangers with 
lunch supplied for the workers by a 
sponsor. The service of WfW if off ered 
free of charge. 

Marloth Park Honorary Rangers has 
been recognised locally and by SANParks 
for the work it has undertaken in 
controlling and ridding the community of 
alien plants.

Residents of Marloth are requested to 
support the activities of the workers on 21 

directly aff ect nearly one million poor 
learners in Mpumalanga alone.

They have also called on the provincial 
government to provide psychological 
and trauma counselling to the families, 
learners and teachers of the school.

This is the second case of food 
poisoning to be reported in a Mpumalanga 
school within recent months. In May, 26 
learners from Ndimande Primary School 
in Bushbuckridge had to be hospitalised 
after eating food from the school. They 
also suff ered diarrhea and vomiting. 
This led to a measure of panic among 
parents who considered withdrawing their 
children from the school feeding scheme.

Currently, nearly one million learners 
across the province depend on the school 
nutrition programme. It would be a 
disaster if parents take their children 
out of the programme because of fear of 
poisoning, the DA said.

The aim of the schools feeding scheme 
is to fi ght widespread poverty and improve 
children’s school attendance, but the party 
stressed that the safety of learners must 
come fi rst.

August. 
Additional information can be 

obtained from Uschi Powell of the 
Honorary Rangers on 072 908 0350 or 
uschipowell@gmail.com

Members of the MP Honorary Rangers 
along with volunteers are already spending 
two mornings a week attacking other alien 
plants within Marloth, their focus being to 
eradicate prickly pear, Queen of Night and 
parthenium.

Education MEC, Bonakele Majuba.

allows the prickly pear and the Queen of 
the Night to have an advantage of growing 
anywhere. When the animals eat the fruit 
they drop the seeds from the plants while 
eating, allowing it to have a wider spread 
than other plants,” she said. 

Powell said they removed 4000 plants 
last year and to date this year they have 
already removed more than 1000 plants.

“We are not going to take too long 
with this. Normally it takes about six 
weeks and once the rains start it becomes 
diffi  cult to see the plants, we then turn 
our attention to other plants. This removal 
process is almost seasonal bound really, 
but whenever we see them and they are 
accessible, we do take them out,” Powell 
concluded. 

Members of one of the organisations that took part in the drive of removing invasive plants in Marloth Park bush � elds.
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YES Youth at Penreach Play Day 2019.

 Penreach says YES to youth empowerment programme
Sta�  Reporter

IN HIS recent state of the nation 
address, President Cyril Ramaphosa has 
called the 50% unemployment rate among 
young South Africans a “national crisis”, 
which requires urgent, innovative and co-
ordinated solutions. 

So says Penreach chief operating offi  cer, 
Susanna Oosthuizen. The organisation 
is at the forefront of skills development, 
training and community upliftment. 

When approached by WILDTRUST, 
the national partner of Nedbank in an 
initiative called YES (Youth Employment 
Service) to become provincial 
implementing partners, Penreach jumped 
at the opportunity, Oosthuizen said.

WILDTRUST partners with Nedbank, 
creating meaningful opportunities for 
youth in the green economy. 

Following the launch of the Nedbank 
supported YES programme in March, 
which saw over 1700 youth employed 
at the WILDTRUST under various 
disciplines, Nedbank Group CEO, Mike 
Brown, recently visited the WILDTRUST 
to get fi rst-hand experience of the work 
they do.

Aimed at giving young people an 
opportunity to gain work experience, YES 
is a collaboration between government, 
labour and the private sector. It is aimed at 
unemployed black South Africans aged 18 
to 35 and gives them an entry point into a 
market which often demands experience 
as a prerequisite for a job.

Under the programme, businesses create 
one-year paid positions, and commit 
to provide a quality work experience 
to candidates, with a monthly stipend. 
Companies unable to provide direct 
employment, can still invest in youth jobs 
outside their own infrastructure through an 
innovative Implementation Partner model. 

This year, in collaboration with 
WILDTRUST and Nedbank, Penreach 
recruited and trained 100 candidates, 
allocating them into diff erent Early 
Childhood Development Centres across 
the Ehlanzeni District. The training 
received included practical offi  ce skills, 
personal and social development and 
hands-on basic training on early childhood 
development. 

YES youth spend time at the centres to 

Penreach promotes 
literacy in SA
THE printer’s devil got his � nger in 
the pie in our previous edition when 
we said the “Penreach College books 
project promotes literate SA”.
It is in fact NOT the college but 
Penreach, the non-governmental 
organisation based in Mpumalanga. 
Their team work  towards educational 
excellence in disadvantaged 
communities in the region. Penreach’s 
aim is to provide quality and 
educational interventions to, not 
only learners, but to teachers and 
leaders too, promoting educational 
excellence for one and for all South 
Africans.
We apologise for any inconvenience 
caused.

APOLOGY

learn about early childhood development 
and to gain experience in managing a 
small business. It adds great value to the 
Penreach ECD programme, which has 130 
centres where practitioner training and 
management development is taking place. 

Austin Ranner, a YES youth, says being 
part of the programme has been a great 
experience and an eye opener, as it helped 
him realise that children are unique. 

“I also realised that early childhood 
development is important.” Currently 
studying to become a teacher through 
distance learning, he said the experience 
was helping him in his career path and had 
inspired him to become passionate about 
what he does. The feedback from ECD 
Centre managers on the recruits have been 
positive as having YES employees helping 

out as offi  ce administrators frees up time. 
“We spend less time on admin and more 

time in the fi eld. It makes our jobs easier 
and more manageable. We also appreciate 
that they are being trained in ECD-related 
topics so they understand how to work 
with children,” one manager commented. 
“It is also  good to see our youth growing 
in terms of work experience.” 
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KNP marks World Ranger Day
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Department of Environment, 
Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF), South 
African National Parks (SANParks) along 
with other stakeholders celebrated World 
Ranger Day last week at the Kruger 
National Park’s Kruger gate. 

The proceedings commenced at the 
Kruger Airport with Total SA & Tour-vest 
donating bullet proof vests, fuel and other 
equipment worth R4.5 million to the park 
to strengthen their fi ght against poaching. 

Thereafter the attendees participated in 
a wreath-laying ceremony. Environment, 
Forestry and Fisheries minister, Barbara 
Creecy, paid tribute to the men and 
women who gave their best to make sure 
criminals did not trouble animals in their 
natural habitat.

“Today, we honour your commitment 
and dedication to ensuring that our 
wildlife is protected. Rangers selfl essly 
don their uniform and leave a comfortable 
bed and their family to camp for days in 

Masoka Dube

DROWNING deaths in Mpumalanga 
has skyrocketed says the MEC for Co-
operative Governance and Traditional 

Drowning deaths  in Mpumalanga 
remain cause for grave concern

Aff airs (COGTA) Mandla Msibi.
Several fatalities have been reported in 

the province that happened in rivers and 
dams and according to statistics released 
by COGTA, in July alone, fi ve lives were 
lost. 

One drowning took place in Vosman, 
three in a dam in Emalahleni and one in a 
river in Alkmaar outside Mbombela. 

Msibi again urged communities not to 
risk their lives by swimming in rivers and 
dams. 

“These fatalities are a serious cause 
for concern. Our people are enticed to 
swim in the local rivers and dams to 
cool themselves off , due to soaring hot 
temperatures in summer. But we have 
also observed that victims go to the 
rivers on fi shing expeditions and some 
do not fi nd their way back. We call on all 
communities not to expose themselves to 
the risk of drowning,” Msibi cautioned. 

He said the department had teamed up 
with the SAPS and municipal disaster 
management units to provide swimming 
lessons, targeting learners at schools. 

“Fatalities in the water can be 
mitigated if communities take heed of the 
precautionary measures,” he cautioned. 
“These fatalities can be prevented if 
communities take heed of precautionary 
measures. We call on parents not to 
allow their children to swim without 
supervision.” 

The department has established a 
Disaster Toll-Free number (0800 202 507) 
for people to report cases of emergencies. 
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The MEC for Co-operative Governance and 
Traditional A� airs, Mandla Msibi.

the wild at the risk of being attacked by 
poachers and animals. We celebrate your 
achievements and we also mourn with you 
the passing of those who have made the 
supreme sacrifi ce,” said Creecy. 

She emphasised the need for 
surrounding communities to work 
closely with the park in its eff orts to 
curb poaching. Creecy also said that the 
department would work closely with 
sister departments such as the defence 
force and SAPS to assist in fi nding 
solutions to poaching. The minister 
further congratulated the men and women 
in boots for their continuous eff orts in 
saving the endangered animals for future 
generations.

KNP chief ranger, Nicholas Funda, 
told NEWSHORN that the equipment 
from Total and Tour-vest would go a long 
way and be very useful for the rangers in 
protecting the wild animals. He further 
appealed to the private sector to keep 
on supporting natural conservation for 
the sake of upcoming generations and to 
always make sure that the nature is saved.

KNP chief ranger, Nicholas Funda (right), the minister of Environment, Forestry and 
Fisheries, Barbara Creecy and SANParks CEO, Fundisile Mketeni (on the left).

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Engineering student to 
represent  SA in Russia

Masoka Dube

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

A CIVIL engineering student from 
Mpumalanga will next week be jetting off  
to Russia to represent the country at the 
international leg of the WorldSkills taking 
place from 22 to 27 August in Kazen, 
Russia.

While the provincial government, 
under the leadership of  Premier Refi lwe 
Mtshweni-Tsipane, celebrated the recent 
Mandela Day at the Gert Sibande Tvet 
College (Glenmore), they also hosted 
a party for the 22-year-old Mncedisi 
Mkhaliphi. 

The premier and government offi  cials 
then afterwards went to handover a house 
built by Mkhaliphi to an 81-year-old 
granny.  

The young bricklayer from Fernie was 
recently crowned as the winner of the 
national leg of the third National World 
Skills Competition that was held at the 
Durban International Convention Centre.

World Skills South Africa (WSSA) 
is an initiative that is championed by 
the Department of Higher Education 
and Training (DHET) and was formally 
established in April 2013 by the then 
Deputy Minister of the department.

Mkhaliphi said his father was very strict 
and believed in education.

“I always wanted to do something 
related to civil engineering because I am 
artistic and I enjoy drawing,” he told a 
local newspaper. 

Before his breakthrough as a civil 
engineer he was working at a retail store, 
when lecturers at Skills Academy and 

THE Department of Human Settlements 
in the province would build about 7000 
housing units, service 5000 sites and 
register 15 000 title deeds in this fi nancial 
year, the department said at a meeting in 
Mbombela last week. 

Addressing the inter-governmental 
engagement session (MUNMEC), the 
department’s HOD, Kebone Masange 
said integrated planning must take place 
coherently and sustainably to succeed in 
putting human settlements at the centre of 
urban development.

The provincial MUNMEC takes place 
every quarter to track progress and iron 
out impediments on service delivery.

The meeting was aimed at bringing up 
to speed local municipalities and other 
stakeholders on the department’s plans for 
the next fi ve years (2019 to 2024) in line 
with all provincial strategic objectives. 

The gathering brought together 
administrators and technical heads from 
municipalities, agencies and sector 
institutions to discuss proper ways the 
department is taking and soliciting inputs 
in achieving provincial objectives in a co-
ordinated and coherent manner.

“Notwithstanding the fi nancial 
constraints and budget cuts, we must do 
our best to deliver as per our plans. It is 
also important that we remain cognisant 
of the fact that local municipalities are at 
the core of delivery”, Masange said, citing 
fi nancial constraints as one of the main 
challenges facing the sector.

Department of Human Settlement 
promises more houses to residents

Artisan Development at the Standerton 
campus advised him to apply for an 
apprenticeship and he started studying last 
year. 

“I feel that I have a responsibility on my 
shoulders to represent my country well 
and make everyone proud. I want to give 
it my best and bring the trophy home,” he 
said. 

He dreams of opening his own company 
that will specialise in civil engineering, 
building and construction. 

He said the department was prepared 
and ready to assist municipalities where 
interventions were required.

The department was planning to 
engage all the relevant authorities to 
facilitate the urgent release of State-
owned land within established centres of 
the fast-growing secondary towns and 
Priority Housing Development to ensure 
delivery of resilient and sustainable 
human settlements, Masange said.

He added that the department will 
continue to work on transforming the 
property market to promote access to 
urban opportunity and social integration 
through access to well-located, 
aff ordable housing and decent shelter, 
thereby reversing urban fragmentation 
and highly ineffi  cient sprawl.

Masange also spoke about the 
challenges of sewer spillages and 
promised that the department would 
supply the required infrastructure while 
municipalities must maintain it. 

 Doctor Nkosi, the provincial 
chief director for Integrated Human 
Settlements and Planning and Policy 
Co-ordination, said the municipalities 
urged the department to collaborate its 
planning with theirs to ensure better 
results. 

“In line with the policy and budget 
speech pronouncements, human 
settlement planning and policy co-
ordination, outlined the department’s 
fi ve-year plans to prioritise rollout and 
provision of water infrastructure to 
ensure availability of clean water to 
Mpumalanga citizens.”

Mncedisi Mkhaliphi is jetting o�  to 
Russia to represent South Africa in a civil 
engineering competition.

Masoka Dube

THE monthly grants to Mpumalanga 
traditional councils (TC’s) from the 
government will be increased from R150 
000 to R300 000. This was announced by 
Mpumalanga Premier, Refi lwe Mtshweni-
Tsipane, during the offi  cial opening of the 
Provincial House of Traditional Leaders in 
the legislature last week. 

The annual event was attended by the 
government offi  cials, traditional leaders, 
MECs and guests. 

“The grant is used to pay for the 
operational costs of TCs, such as salaries, 
electricity and water costs and other 
amenities,” said Mtshweni-Tsipane. 

She said the fi nancial boost was one of 
the supporting measures of government 
for traditional leadership in the province. 

“All the 60 traditional councils 
are funded, for them to host cultural 
ceremonies and annual commemorations 
for cultural preservation and social 
cohesion,” she said. 

The premier 
underscored the 
critical role played 
by Amakhosi in 
promoting cultural 
heritage and cited 
Ingwenyama 
Makhosoke II of the 
Ndebele nation as 
exemplary. 

“When 
Ingwenyama 
Makhosoke II 
enrolled students to 
study the Ndebele 

 Traditional councils get more money
language at the University of Venda in 
2010, it was as though he knew that the 
UN would declare 2019 as the year of 
indigenous languages. We can see these 
fruits today through the students who have 
graduated with Masters’ degrees and those 
who are now at PhD level,” the premier 
said. She appealed to Amakhosi to push 
for an economic agenda for the benefi t 
of their communities, while she cited the 
tourism sector as an opportunity to assist 
them for economic upliftment. 

“As the custodian of our culture and 
traditions, Amakhosi have a vital role to 
play in the socio-cultural aspect of eco-
tourism as tourists become more engaged 
in the community and their culture,” 
Mtshweni-Tsipane said.

“Our people should be the main 
benefi ciaries of community eco-tourism, 
especially after the 1994 democratic 
dispensation, because of a renewed 
attention towards local cultures that are 
selling traditional handicrafts and showing 
cultural tours,” she said.

From left, Chief Cecil Mahlangu, deputy chairperson of the 
Mpumalanga House of Traditional Leaders (HTL), Mpumalanga 
Co-operative Governance and Traditional A� airs MEC, Mandla 
Msibi, Premier Re� lwe Mtsweni-Tsipane and HTL provincial 
chairperson, chief Sandile Ngomani during the o�  cial opening of 
the house’s council last week.
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IN 2 Cor 4:8-12, Paul, the author, fi nds 
himself under tremendous pressure that 
is far beyond his ability to endure (2Cor 
1:8). He prays and asks God to remove the 
pressure and the pain that is crushing him.

Later in chapter 4:8, he writes; “We 
are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed but not in despair; 
persecuted but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed.” Paul liked us - our 

treasure and abilities 
- to a treasure in a 
jar of Clay. You may 
mess the clay, but 
you cannot destroy 
the tresure inside 
of it.

As we are 
celebrating Women’s 
Month in August, I 
want every woman 
who has gone 
through a lot of 
pressure in life, 
abuse from other 
people, to remember 
that you are special 
to God.

The reason you are 
still here is because 

The power of a woman

 Hoe om in vrede te leef

Queen Mpangane (Apostolic Gospel Church International)

Evangelis Adriaan de BeerDr Alletah Magonyane (Eagle Christina Centre)

Something inside, so strong
you have something inside you so strong. 
You have abilities, potential and great 
value. That cannot be destroyed by 
anyone or anything unless you allow it.

Therefore, do not allow the world to 
defi ne you. Woman, you carry the spirit 
of God inside you and  a special ability 
to carry a child. That makes you extra 
special, you are trusted by God, therefore 
never allow anything to negatively defi ne 
you.

You are not what the world says you 
are, you are what God says you are, 
because you have something inside you 
so strong.

Also, give value to your world. You 
are called a woman, because of the extra 
abilities men do not have, your “wo” for 
“womb”. Men do not have a womb.

You have so much value inside of you, 
therefore transfer it to the world.

Change every seed into a product, 
change a cell into a child, change 
groceries into a delicious meal, and 
change every house into a home.

August is Women’s Month, vuka 
mfati and celebrate your abilities, vuka 
mbokodo and crush your challenges and 
every negativity with it .

God bless You.

IN Proverbs 14:1, Solomon writes; 
“Every wise woman builds her house; 
but the foolish plucks it down with her 
hands.”

There are people who believe that 
women are evil; some believe that the 
world can be a better place without them. 
These statements can be true if you do 
not consult the Word of God to give you 
direction in that regard. 

The scripture at hand reveals that 
building and destroying are both in the 
hands of a woman. 

A wise woman builds; the foolish one 
destroys. It means women are powerful 
creatures. 

A person who has the capacity to shape 
a family, community or a nation, is a 
woman. 

Perhaps the reason why they are blessed 
with a womb is because they are the only 
creatures who take anything they want, 
transform it and give birth to it again. 

A research that I personally conducted 
has confi rmed that most of those people 
who are known as serial killers and 
abusers are a product of a family that 
neglected them. 

In fact their mothers failed to bring 
about a positive infl uence in their lives.

To build is to give shape to something. 
Boys and men who are near visionary 
(wise) women are blessed, their lives will 
be infl uenced positively. 

The second thing is to be prudent 
(visionary), Proverbs 22:3 confi rms it.

DIE lewe om ons is nie ‘n maklike plek 
nie. Daar is dikwels groot onrustigheid 
rondom ons: die gejaag van voertuie op 
‘n besige snelweg; die aktiwiteite by die 
werk of skool; die miernes van mense in 
‘n sentrum of ons gunsteling supermark.

In Psalm 131 vertel Dawid ons van die 
onrustigheid van ‘n klein kindjie op sy ma 
se skoot. Ons is dikwels ook so onrustig. 
Ons jaag om doelwitte te bereik, is angstig 
om geld te maak en gryp koorsagtig na 
alles wat ons kan geniet.

Dawid het by tye ook groot druk beleef. 
Dink aan die geweld van oorlog, die 
woede-uitbarstings van Saul, sy eie foute 
waarmee hy moes vrede maak en vergifnis 
smeek. Maar hier beleef hy innerlike 
vrede. En dit is nie die soort kalmte van 
iemand wat ontspan met ‘n glas wyn in 
die hand of wat ‘n kalmeerpil gesluk het 
nie. Nee, dis ‘n vrede te midde van die 
traumas, sweet, pyn en probleme van die 
gewone lewe.

Waar kom onrus vandaan?  Die 
hoofoorsaak is hoogmoed, ek is behep met 
myself. Ek jaag na goed wat te groot en 
te moeilik vir my is. Ek dors na respek en 
erkenning en ‘n groter inkomste. 

My hoogmoed laat my dan maklik oor 
God-bedoelde grense gaan. Ek gryp na 
goed wat nie pas by my unieke ontwerp en 
roeping nie, want ek hap te groot. Ek wil 
beheer neem oor my gesondheid en mense 
en geleenthede. Ken jy dit? Dis waarom 
ek so onrustig, gestres en geïrriteerd raak.

Hoe kry ons vrede? Jesus Christus het 
ware vrede vir ons kom verdien toe Hy 
die rus van die hemel prysgegee het om as 
mens onder ons te kom woon. Hy het ons 

Our country 
is in serious 
economic 
troubles.

Crime 
seems to 
thriving 
in spite of 
people trying 
to do away 
with it. 

My advice 
is that we 
start today 
to build our 
families and 
communities 
through 
empowering our women with God‘s Word, 
so as to ensure that our next generation is 
free from all what we are going through 
now. 

I know of clubs and societies that have 
been formed by women to fi ght poverty 
and to prepare their loved ones decent 
funerals. 

The same women are the ones who carry 
the burden of raising children alone; they 
are so powerful and indispensable. 

History books are full of records of 
women who destroyed nations; there are 
also records of great tasks that have been 
accomplished by women. 

WOMEN HAVE POWER.

God bless you. 

sondeskuld 
op Hom 
geneem en 
in ons plek 
die grootste 
onrus 
denkbaar 
verduur toe 
God Hom 
verlaat het! 

Daarom 
word Jesus 
in Sy Vader 
se arms terug 
ontvang as 
Hy sê: “Vader 
in u hande gee Ek my gees oor”.  Jesus het 
vir ons Vaderarms verdien om ons vas te 
druk, Hy het ‘n Vaderskoot om op te sit, ‘n 
Vaderhart waarin Hy ons wegbêre.

Hoe hanteer jy dan die storms en 
krisisse in jou lewe?  Probeer jy dit op 
jou eie doen, onafhanklik van God, met 
‘n gees van hoogmoed? Moet alles ‘n 
logiese verklaring hê? God weerstaan die 
hoogmoediges, maar aan die nederiges 
gee Hy genade. 

Kom, raak tuis op Vader se skoot. Wees 
tevrede met Sy beloftes, leiding en Sy 
sorg. Werp vandag al jou  bekommernisse 
op God, vertrou Hom en doen wat Hy van 
jou verwag.

Die dag sal aanbreek wanneer Hy 
die onrus van die sonde vir altyd in ons 
lewens sal stilmaak. 

Raak intussen rustig in die wete dat God 
in beheer is van jou lewe, gee dit opnuut 
aan Hom oor.

SHALOM.

Dr Alletah 
Magonyane. 

Queen Mpangane. 

Adriaan de Beer. 
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Mokoena satis� ed with 
safety at initiation schools

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE president of the Congress of 
Traditional Leaders of South Africa 
(Contralesa), Kgoshi Lameck Mokoena, 

has commended parents for playing a vital 
role in ensuring a smooth initiation period 
this year.

Mokoena said all initiates safely 
returned to their homes last week. He 
also thanked the owners of the initiation 
schools for working together with other 
stakeholders from the beginning to the end 
of the process. 

“I am very pleased that all the initiation 
schools are done and no death or rapes 
have been reported. That is what we want 
in all initiations because ‘Dikoma’ bring 
people together, even those who hardly 
come home, they do come back during 
this time to celebrate it,” said Mokoena.  

He also thanked the traditional leaders 
who were hard at work to monitor all the 
schools as well as the doctors who were 
present to ensure that the initiates were 
healthy. 

“The good thing about Bushbuckridge 
is that we do not have illegal initiation 
schools. I invite other regions to come 
and learn a few things from us on how 

to run proper initiation schools without 
problems,” he said.      

An initiation school owner based 
in Marite, Badnico Mokoena, told 
NEWSHORN he was happy that all the 
initiates went back home healthy and 
safely. 

“We have been in the business for 
decades and we never lost a single initiate, 
because we are extra careful and we make 
sure that we keep them safe. That is why 
people prefer us when it comes to the 
initiations schools,” said Mokoena. 

Ncobile Maphanga could not hold 
back her tears when her 12-year-old son 
returned home safely. 

As a mother it was diffi  cult not to see or 
talk to her son for weeks while he was in 
the bush, she said.

“Today we are celebrating because 
he came home safe and he is now a 
man, according to our culture. What is 
important to me is the fact that he came 
back alive with no scars or anything,” she 
said.

During the previous summer initiation 
season, 21 initiates have died while 
partaking in the ceremony. Seventeen 
young boys lost their lives in the Eastern 
Cape while two others died in the North 
West and the Western Cape respectively.

Sibuyile Mpangane 

(Deputy principal, Shanky Secondary 
School)

THE month of July has turned into one 
of the special months that was celebrated 
throughout the whole world. South 
Africans are calling it Mandela month; 
due to the contribution that the late Nelson 
Mandela made in the lives of all South 
Africans.

I am taking a closer look at some of 
the attributes that distinguished him from 
other politicians. Almost everyone who 
had the opportunity to meet Mandela will 
agree that education is a subject that was 
always in his mouth, he believed that the 
future of the country as in education. 

In one of his interviews; Mandela stated 
reasons why Thabo Mbeki was his choice 
to lead the country after his tenure, and 
that was education and political maturity.

The second thing that was in the heart 
of Mandela was children. He never just 
spoke about loving them, his actions 
were relevant to what he believed can 
benefi t the country. The main reason he 
mentioned about his passion for children 
was that the future of the country was and 
still is in the hands of the children. That 
was also confi rmed by the fact that part of 
his salary was donated to children.

Mandela‘s life was glued on the future 
of South Africa, unlike other leaders and 
politicians who go about with empty 
promises hoping to be given honour and 
attention. 

Very few people in politics care for 
the country, when you see them closer to 
people; you must know that elections are 
closer. 

When in power, looting, abusing and 
corruption is at the order of the day. 

If we are to say Mandela‘s legacy 
should live on, let us as well support, 
defend education and children as he did. 
In many areas of our country; service 
delivery protests are using schools to 
get certain leaders to talk to them. Our 
communities know that besides disturbing 
children and schools; certain leaders are 
too busy to have time to address people. 

Where are the visionary leaders? Who 
can rescue us from the doubts and fears 
we have?

Politicians should learn that lies and 
empty promises are no longer relevant 
tools to manipulate people. Sound 
leadership and integrity should be the 
one to be employed if we are to make a 
positive impact and build a nation that 
everybody in the world will admire.

South Africa is doing badly in many 
areas; statistics are showing that we are 
at the bottom in as far as off ering quality 
education is concerned. 

One speaker once indicated that “radical 
economic transformation” can only be 
realised through an undivided focus on 
education. 

I therefore thank South Africans from 
all walks of life; who celebrated Mandela 
Month with purpose that will ensure 
development, prosperity and success.

God bless you.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Minister of Tourism, Mmamoloko 
Kubayi-Ngubane, completed the fi rst of 
a series of engagements with tourism 
stakeholders and gave a stern commitment 
to take hands with the province and the 
private sector to revitalise Mpumalanga’s 
tourism economy. Speaking at a breakfast 
event in Hazyview, Kubayi-Ngubane 
reminded industry players of the critical 
role they play in driving tourism growth 
and their invaluable contribution in 
fi nding solutions to the problems in the 
province. 

“Our engagement today is about fi nding 
workable solutions to the challenges that 
impact the growth of the tourism economy 
in Mpumalanga,” she said.

“President Cyril Ramphosa has set 
a target for us to attain 21 million 
international tourist arrivals by 2030, 
and this can only be achieved if we work 
together to create conducive and inclusive 
environments for tourism to thrive,” 
Kubayi-Ngubane said. The stakeholder 
engagement was characterised by frank 
discussions on the state of tourism in 
the Mpumalanga region. Challenges 
raised included concerns about the safety 
and security of tourists; the lack of 
infrastructure maintenance; the impact of 
local service delivery protests on tourism; 
the slow rate of transformation, and the 
lack of government support for local 
tourism organisations (LTO) in marketing 

the province’s tourism off erings. 
In response, Kubayi-Ngubane 

acknowledged the industry’s concerns and 
called upon them to support government’s 
eff orts in addressing the province’s 
challenges.  

“As government, we have made inroads 
in ensuring that we have strategies and 
programmes that provide a blueprint 
for sustainable and inclusive tourism 
economies,” she added. 

Echoing the minister’s sentiment on 
growing local economies, the MEC for 
Economic Development and Tourism, Pat 
Ngomane, said his offi  ce had identifi ed the 
tourism sector as a priority area that has 
the potential to create opportunities and 
benefi ts for the people of Mpumalanga. 

“Tourism is our precious metal as 
government. Your role as the private 
sector is to steer the industry towards 
growth, while we ensure that the economic 
environment is conducive enough to create 
opportunities and benefi ts for our people,” 
said Ngomane. The issue of crime and 
the safety of tourists featured prominently 
among of the list of challenges that are 
causing a decline in tourist numbers in the 
province. The industry made a passionate 
plea to the minister to prioritise issues of 
safety at tourist destinations. 

“Incidents of crime have a negative 
bearing on the safety of our citizens and 
tourists. It also has the potential to cripple 
our economy and tourism sector’s ability 
to create employment and entrepreneurial 
opportunities.

No deaths were reported during this year’s Bushbuckridge initiation schools. Pictured 
here are some of the initiates at the initiation school in Marite.

 Mandela laid foundation through education

 Tourism industry raise safety concerns
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Reina Cullinan from Total SA, with one of 
the posters.

King Mswati III agrees that a bigger soccer stadium is needed in eSwatini.

Masoka DubeAlex Rose-Innes

FEMALE law enforcement offi  cers 
commemorated Women’s Month by 
conducting massive operations throughout 
the country in an eff ort to reduce fatalities 
on the road. 

Integrated roadblocks, involving 
offi  cers from diff erent authorities, had 
been conducted on all routes with a high 
number of fatal crashes. 

Statistics show that deaths on South 
African roads increase substantially over 
long weekends with more people dying 
between Friday and Sunday, according 
to a statement from the Road Traffi  c 
Management Corporation (RTMC). 

“The abuse of alcohol has been 
identifi ed as one of the key factors 
contributing to crashes and that formed 
a major focus of law enforcement eff orts 
over the long weekend,” the statement 
read. 

Road accidents exert a heavy burden on 
the economy, society and families as they 
involve economically active members of 
society, many of whom are breadwinners 
and heads of families, it further cited.

A study conducted by the Road Traffi  c 
Management Corporation (RTMC) and 
the Centre of Scientifi c and Industrial 
Research has estimated that the cost of 

WITH National Womens’ Day 
celebrated on 9 August, Solidarity Helping 
Hand is using their #HelpHetta project to 
make a diff erence. 

The organisation has joined hands with 
a former Miss SA and Miss Universe 
2017, Demi-Lee Moore and certain well-
known businesses to ensure that needy 
school girls do not have to miss school as 
a result of not being able to aff ord sanitary 
products.

The government has also now exempted 
sanitary towels from VAT. The #HelpHetta 
project is already providing assistance to 
3000 girls across the country. 

Many of the poorer families cannot 
even aff ord these crucial and necessary 
products and girls lose as many as 52 
school days per year when menstruating, 
as well as many important social and sport 
events. Various female owners of beauty 
products have also come aboard to make a 
diff erence. 

They are AlphaFarm, Elna McKenzie 
and Esna Colyn of Placécol, Demi-Lee 
Moore as ambassador of the project, and 
MUD make-up Designory. The public can 
donate money on www.helphetta.co.za. 
This project has already seen R800 000 
providing a better life for girls.

 THIS was at the fi rst iPraise Gospel 
Music Festival which saw the crème de 
la crème of gospel musicians coming 
to perform in the country on Saturday 
night at the Mavuso Trade and Exhibition 
Centre. The over 2 500 gospel music 
fanatics who attended the show were 
spoiled to quality music, which was 
performed with live bands. 

The night started heating up after 
Phetsile Masilela, the new ACASWA 
President and one of the country’s 
renowned gospel music artists, gave out 
her best. Nothando Hlophe was another 
marvel to watch, especially when she 
sang her signature songs including 
‘Khulul’ugcobo’, which made many close 
their eyes in prayer, some even uttering 
tongues. Nigerian gospel music star, Tim 
Godfrey, added fuel to the fi re with his 
heated performances. 

Godfrey declared his love for the 
country, saying emaSwati were respectful 
and humble. He promised to come back 
next year with another star. As if that was 
the end of his hyped up performance, 
he then gave away 500 CDs of his new 
album. To add zest to his performance, 
he gave out a brief sermon as well, 
encouraging people that the future looks 
brighter. 

Following him on stage was Eswatini-
born gospel music star, Nduduzo Matse, 
who also rendered his classic including 
“Gelekece”, which even today, is a hit on 
South African gospel music TV channel 
1Gospel. Immediately after Matse left the 
stage, Dr Tumi entered. The second he 
entered the stage, the aura in the venue 
was that of worship. 

“You Are Here” was the fi rst song that 
he performed and with every song that he 
rendered people sang along to them. Much 
loved songs were “Wafi ka”, “Someone 
Like Me” and “No Other God”.

Female o�   cers on a mission to reduce 
road deaths during Women’s Month 

 Solidarity aims to 
make a di� erence

Praise, worship and 
prayer at iPraise 
gospel festival

Sta�  Reporter

TOTAL South Africa has redesigned 
and reprinted a South African childhood 
hallmark, the SANParks collectable 
animal posters, in celebration of the 
diverse South African ecosystems and the 
beautiful wildlife therein.

According to Total Corporate 
Communications and Marketing Manager, 
Reina Cullinan, Total and SANParks’ 
60 year-long partnership is still standing 
strong and the posters are part of the 
company’s ongoing environmental 
stewardship, which creates a platform 
for education partnerships and CSI 
programmes.

“As such, the posters not only serve 
as a form of entertainment for their 
audience, the youth, but as a means of 
education, which comes with its own 
set of challenges and opportunities” said 
Cullinan.

“So how to engage with the youth - the 
custodians of our natural earth - by means 
of the very devices that typically draws a 
veil between educators and their students? 
By coding an integrated augmented reality 
system that brings the animals to life, we 
found a way into the hearts and minds of 
the youth at the place we lose them the 
most their mobile devices,” explained 
Cullinan.

She said each of the six beautiful posters 
told a story, depicting various biomes 
of specifi c areas within South Africa. 
The posters were designed to neatly 
arrange the animals atop a map or graph, 
which details and highlights a unique 
characteristic of each set of animals based 
on where in South Africa they come from.

“The augmented reality can then be 
experienced by scanning a circular code 
on the corner of each poster, which 
involves a third dimension, through which 
the animals can be closely navigated and 
observed. Through the augmented reality 
you can also listen to the sound of the 
general ambience of each biome which 
further creates an immersive experience” 
she said.

Cullinan added that the design process 
involved countless hours planning and 
production, with each element of each 
poster needing to be fi rstly sourced, 
then processed and treated, and fi nally 
meticulously placed within a well-
considered and ornate information design 
system to get to the product we see today.

Total is proud to make this exclu sive 
collectors’ item available to the public 
and people can visit www.total.co.za OR 
www.sanparks.sapplive.co.za to place 
their order.

Total redesigns 
SANParks 
collectable posters 

crashes to South Africa last year was 
R166.2 billion. 

It is estimated that one death on the 
road represents an average loss of R4.6 
million to the economy in terms of lost 
productivity, pain and suff ering, medical 
costs, legal and funeral costs.

An analysis of statistics has identifi ed 
the roads with the highest number of 
fatalities. 

The analysis has confi rmed that the 
top 10 roads and areas with the highest 
number of deaths nationally are the 
R71 Mankweng in Limpopo, R573 
Umhlanga in Mpumalanga, N4 Nelspruit 
in Mpumalanga, N2 Libode in Eastern 
Cape, N1 Naboomspruit in Limpopo, 
N2 Umkhomazi in KwaZulu-Natal, N2 
Pongola in KwaZulu-Natal, N2 Idutywa in 
Eastern Cape, R37 Mecklemburg and N3 
Harrismith in the Free State. 

A total of 254 people died on these 
roads last year and the human behaviour 
accounts for nine out of 10 fatal crashes 
that occurred.

These roads were prioritised for 
intensifi ed law enforcement and female-
led operations that were conducted 
throughout the month to make them safer.

A massive road safety education and 
awareness campaign, targeting pedestrians 
and passengers, was also undertaken in 
support of women in law enforcement.

New, bigger stadium is 
planned for eSwatini

Sta�  Reporter

BEING a soccer lover, King Mswati 
III of Swaziland this weekend said that a 
bigger stadium was needed for eSwatini.

The king attended the fi nals of the 
EswatiniTelecom Charity Cup at 
Somhlolo National Stadium on Sunday, 
which was packed to capacity.

Mbabane Highlanders beat Manzini 
Wanderers by 3-1 to win the tournament 
before a strong crowd of more than 15 
000. The national stadium’s capacity is 
7 500 while almost the same number of 
people are accommodated at the “No 
Man’s Land”, where there are no seats. 

Interviewed by Supersport, the king 
said it was evident that emaSwati loved 
football and the stadium was not big 
enough to accommodate all during such 
big tournaments.

“It is quite true that the stadium is 
small and a bigger one is needed to 
accommodate more people. A feasibility 
study will be carried out for the 

construction of a new stadium and then we 
will take it from there and plan on how to 
proceed,” said the king. 

Supersport continued to highlight that 
such competitions played a vital role in 
keeping the youth away from social ills 
such as the abuse of drugs and crime.

He commended the sponsor, Eswatini 
Posts and Telecommunications 
Corporation (EPTC) for the great initiative 
of giving back to society. 

“EPTC is doing great work. We would 
like to thank the telecommunications 
company for taking care of the 
underprivileged and ensuring that their 
welfare was made a priority,” he said. 

The king added that he was happy to 
see thousands of emaSwati having fi lled 
the stadium beyond full capacity to watch 
football and support charity work. He said 
football was good for the whole nation 
as it brought people together to enjoy 
themselves in sport. 

Meanwhil e, 15 000 tickets were sold 
for the Charity Cup, excluding 1000  for 
VIPs.
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 SOLIDARITEIT het in reaksie op 
Statistieke Suid-Afrika se halfjaarlikse 
bevolkingsberaming weereens die 
belangrikheid van die beweging 
se werksaamhede beklemtoon 
om daardeur  ŉ toekoms vir die 
Afrikaanse taalgemeenskap en die 
Afrikaner-kultuurgemeenskap te help 
verseker. 

Die wit bevolking het met 17 000 
toegeneem en die bruin bevolking met 
100 000.

Volgens Connie Mulder, hoof van 
die Solidariteit Navorsingsinstituut, 
plaas hierdie groeiende jonger 
bevolking toenemend druk op 
minderheidsgroepe om opleiding en 
ander dienste vir hul jeug te verseker. 

‘n Eie maatskaplike infrastruktuur 
is nodig asook die vermoë om werk 
te skep, sê hy. Werkloosheid is 
volgens dié organisasie 50%, alhoewel 
Netwerk24  dit as 29% rapporteer, die 
hoogste ooit in Suid-Afrika.

Ten spyte van nuwe BEE reëls wat 
minderheidsgroepe uitsluit en selfs 
emigrasie, is die Afrikaner-bevolking 
steeds aan’t groei, sê Mulder. 

“Dit is duidelik dat die Afrikaner 
hier is om te bly. Die groot taak wat 
nou op ons skouers rus, is om die 
weg te baan na die vry, veilige en 
voorspoedige toekoms in Suid-Afrika 
waarna ons mense op soek is.”

Afrikaner-
gemeenskap groei; 
werk nóú nodig

Bongani Sibuyi, who stands accused of 
fraud, was re-arrested after being linked to 
other cases outside the province.

Masoka Dube 

A MAN who is a co-accused in a fraud 
and corruption case, was re-arrested by 
police in Krugersdorp soon after the two 
appeared briefl y in the Bushbuckridge 
Magistrates’ Court last week.

Bongani Sibuyi (27) and Palesa Maje 
(23), stand accused of operating a bogus 
education programme in the region. 
However, Sibuyi was re-arrested after he 
was linked by police to other similar cases 
in other provinces.

Mpumalanga Hawks spokesperson, 
Captain Deneo Sekgotdi, has confi rmed 
that Sibuyi was arrested by the 
Krugersdorp police soon after his 
appearance in Bushbuckridge. She said 
Sibuyi was back in police custody, but 
Maje was granted R3000 bail.

The duo were fi rst arrested in April 
along with the Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality MMC, Mphikelele Leonard 
Malomane. 

The case against Malomane, who is also 
an ANC senior member in the Bohlabela 
region, has since been withdrawn. 
Police could not furnish reasons for the 
withdrawal.   

When asked about it, Sekgotodi said 
she could not give clear reasons. “Even 
though the case has been withdrawn 
against him, we will continue with the 
investigations,” Sekgotodi said.   

The case eminates from allegations 
that in August 2017, the Bushbuckridge 
municipality, in collaboration with 
Leadership 2020, invited youngsters for 
training in the fi elds of leadership skills 
and sales.

“Interested youth applied and submitted 
their CVs after which they were told to 
pay an administration fee of R250 each 
into an FNB account,” Sekgotodi said.

Successful candidates were promised 
monthly stipends of R3000 each for 
fi ve months. They never received a cent 
and when they began to hold the project 
leaders to account, Sibuyi and other 
leaders reportedly disappeared.

In the process the two reportedly 
defrauded unsuspected youngsters of more 
than R800 000.

It was further revealed that the bank 
account in which the monies were 
deposited by learners, belonged to a 
company of Maja.

But it is alleged that the entire 
programme was facilitated by Malomane 
as the advertisement emanated from his 
offi  ce.

The case has been postponed to 
September 19 for further investigation.  

 Alleged fraudster 
arrested soon after 
court appearance
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Illegal dumping is taking on dangerous 
proportions at rivers, streams

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

ILLEGAL dumping is taking such 
preposterous proportions that residents 
of Sand River near Hazyview are now 
appealing to the government to intervene.

The robust spilling of waste into rivers 
and streams have become so bad that 
people can no longer use the water to 
wash their clothes, dishes or to cleanse 
people during rituals, residents say.

People living in the area claim that 
the Nkambeni River is also badly 
contaminated due to illegal dumping. 
They also complained about the bad smell 
that emanates from the river.

Sand River is one of the areas that do 
not have the luxury of clean running water 
and many people depend on water from 
the streams and the rivers for their daily 
needs. 

Promise Mathebula from Ka Majika , 
who regularly uses water from the 
Nkambeni River to irrigate her garden and 
also to wash clothes, said it was no longer 
safe to use the water. She said some of her 
plants died due to the contamination in the 
water.

“Those who are dumping trash into the 
rivers are also those who are not using the 
water and they do not reside next to the 
river. They do so because it does not aff ect 
them, but as for us who are depending on 
the rivers, we are negatively aff ected and 
now we must buy water to survive,” said 
Mathebula.

She said the garbage that people dump 
into the rivers include used pampers, 

sanitary towels, dead animals and many 
other objects. 

Bongane Ndlovu, who is a traditional 
healer, said the river next to his house had 
been turned into a dumping site, which 
had a negative eff ect on his business. His 
clients refuse to be cleansed in the dirty, 
stinky river. 

“I believe that those residing next to the 
rivers must always keep an eye to make 
sure that people are prevented to dump 

things there,” said Ndlovu. 
City of Mbombela spokesperson, 

Joseph Ngala, said the municipality has a 
dumping site, but many individuals ignore 
that and simply dump in the rivers instead. 

“Illegal dumping is not only a problem 
in the City of Mbombela, it is a provincial 
problem, and we are asking our people to 
refrain from doing that and rather use the 
legal dumping sites in their areas,” said 
Ngala. 

Residents of Sand River near Hazyview asked the government to intervene and take 
action against people who are dumping illegally in the Nkambeni River. 
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DIE Hoërskool Nelspruit (NHS) se 
eerste krieketspan het verlede week 
klere ontvang van hul borge, Westvaal 
Nelspruit en HiQ Nelspruit.

Die eerstespan se klere-
oorhandigingsfunksie is in Westvaal 
se uitstalruimte aangebied waar die  
afrigters die geleentheid gehad het 
om die spelers aan die ouers en borge 
bekend te stel, klere te oorhandig en 
bietjie meer te gesels oor die komende 
seisoen. 

Westvaal Nelspruit en HiQ Nelspruit, 
is ook deur Johan Hattingh (skoolhoof) 
en die afrigters bedank vir hulle 
betrokkenheid by die span.

Die spelers het reeds die afgelope 
vakansie deelgeneem aan die Mozzie-
reeks en het ook ‘n vriendskaplike 
wedstryd teen Penryn gespeel. 

Die span oefen hard en is doelgerig 
om hierdie ‘n opwindende seisoen te 
maak.  

Vir krieketgeesdriftiges is daar goeie Johan Hattingh (NHS hoof) en Jannie Nell van DP Westvaal in Nelspruit.

Neil Henning en Jannie Nell (borg).
Tristen Parnell ontvang sy klere van Jannie 
Nell van Nell DP Westvaal in Nelspruit.

Jacques Vosloo neem sy klere ook in 
ontvangs van Jannie Nell.
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The Phakisa Pumas have staged a stunning second half comeback against the Sharks in their clash at the Mbombela Stadium in Nelspruit last week. Lock Stefan Willemse secures 
yet another lineout ball in the Pumas’ 27-20 victory after the Sharks led 17-9 at half-time. The Pumas picked up four points for their victory and moved to � fth in the standings. The 
Pumas travelled to Newlands in Cape Town this past weekend but lost 45-14 to Western Province on Friday. (FOTO: Jana Kotze).

nuus, van hjulle wedstryde sal lewendig 
uitgesaai word op die Nellie-TV kanaal. 

Hou ook gerus Nellies se webwerf 
dop vir meer besonderhede by 
www. nelliesh.co.za

Pumas sink Sharks with stunning second half rally

 NHS se eerste 
krieketspan is 
reg vir seisoen


