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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE MEC for education in 
Mpumalanga, Bonakele Majuba, parents 
and other stakeholders last week gathered 
at the Ingwenyama Lodge in White River 
to send off  86 students who are embarking 
on a study programme in Russia.

Majuba said the students would be 
joining another 282 students who have 

been in the Russia study programme since 
2015. They will be jetting off  to Russia 
next month.

He encouraged the students to represent 
Mpumalanga and the country with pride.

“This is not a holiday and we request 
that you commit and excel in your 
studies. We will not hesitate to withdraw 
the bursary from those who are not 
progressing academically. Your task in 
Russia is to learn, learn and learn. We 

Students to study in Russia

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The group of students who will be jetting o�  to Russia next month with, seated from left, Dr Protus Kum, Madlozi Mtsoeni, education MEC Bonakele Majuba, Dr Pontsho Mabilane 
and Apostle Khoza.

want medical doctors and engineers 
who will come back and serve our rural 
communities,” Majuba said. 

He said the department would 
continue to strive to produce a 
generation of competent young 
intellectuals who would contribute 
towards the development and growth 
of Mpumalanga and South Africa in 
general.

“When you come across challenges, 

thrive to overcome them. Embrace your 
new environment with courage and open-
mindedness. 

The people of the rising sun, the 
government of Mpumalanga and your 
parents are supporting you and expecting 
a lot from you. Go and represent us well 
in Russia,” he added.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE Minister of Tourism, Mmamoloko 
Kubayi-Ngubane, completed the fi rst of 
a series of engagements with tourism 
stakeholders and gave a stern commitment 
to take hands with the province and the 
private sector to revitalise Mpumalanga’s 
tourism economy.

Speaking at a breakfast event in 
Hazyview, Kubayi-Ngubane reminded 
industry players of the critical role they 
play in driving tourism growth and 
their invaluable contribution in fi nding 
solutions to the problems in the province. 

“Our engagement today is about fi nding 
workable solutions to the challenges that 
impact the growth of the tourism economy 
in Mpumalanga,” she said.

“President Cyril Ramphosa has set 
a target for us to attain 21 million 
international tourist arrivals by 2030, 
and this can only be achieved if we work 
together to create conducive and inclusive 
environments for tourism to thrive,” 
Kubayi-Ngubane said. 

The stakeholder engagement was 
characterised by frank discussions on 
the state of tourism in the Mpumalanga 
region. 

Challenges raised included concerns 
about the safety and security of tourists; 
the lack of infrastructure maintenance; 
the impact of local service delivery 
protests on tourism; the slow rate 
of transformation, and the lack of 
government support for local tourism 
organisations (LTO) in marketing the 
province’s tourism off erings. 

In response, Kubayi-Ngubane 
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acknowledged the industry’s concerns 
and called upon them to support 
government’s eff orts in addressing the 
province’s challenges, as concerted 
eff orts would ultimately yield sustainable 
tourism growth.  

“As government, we have made inroads 
in ensuring that we have strategies and 
programmes that provide a blueprint 
for sustainable and inclusive tourism 
economies. 

“However, a lot still needs to be done to 
ensure that these blueprints yield tangle 
outcomes and benefi ts for all,” she added. 

Echoing the minister’s sentiment on 
growing local economies, the MEC for 
Economic Development and Tourism, 
Pat Ngomane, said his offi  ce had 
identifi ed the tourism sector as a priority 
area that has the potential to create 
opportunities and benefi ts for the people 
of Mpumalanga. 

“Tourism is our precious metal as 
government. Your role as the private 
sector is to steer the industry towards 
growth, while we ensure that the 
economic environment is conducive 
enough to create opportunities and 
benefi ts for our people,” said Ngomane. 

The issue of crime and the safety of 
tourists featured prominently among of 
the list of challenges that are causing 
a decline in tourist numbers in the 
province. The industry made a passionate 
plea to the minister to prioritise issues of 
safety at tourist destinations. 

“Incidents of crime have a negative 
bearing on the safety of our citizens and 
tourists. It also has the potential to cripple 
our economy and tourism sector’s ability 
to create employment and entrepreneurial 
opportunities.

“We are working with the SAPS to fi ne 
tune our safety strategy and programmes 
in a bid to curb and address the safety of 
visitors at all our tourist attractions. 

We are looking at utilising technologies 
such as cameras and drones, in addition to 
the deployment of safety monitors at key 
tourism attractions,” Kubayi-Ngubane 
promised. 

Her visit to Mpumalanga concluded 
with an engagement with the community 
Imbizo at the Manzini Community Hall 
in Hazyview. 

Kubayi -Ngubane used the platform 
to interact with the community about 
the department’s kills and enterprise 
development programmes.

The Russian study programme is 
directed by RACUS SA, a Nelspruit-based 
organisation tasked to assist students 
who desire to study overseas. The offi  cial 
South African representative of the 
Russian African Centre of University 
Studies operates in collaboration with 
RACUS Russia. It serves as the main 
student recruiter for Russian universities 
in South Africa.

RACUS director, Dr Protus Kum, has 
assured the parents of the students that 
their children would be taken good care of 
and he urged them to continuously support 
their children. 

“Our mandate is to make sure that all 

the students who are heading to Russia get 
the best education so that they can come 
back and serve our communities. Children 
must study hard and make us proud, by so 
doing they are not only doing it for us, but 
for their future as well,” he said.

Kum also requested the students to 
refrain from seeking media attention when 
they face challenges. He said his door had 
always been open and they were always 
ready to solve the students’ problems.

One of the students who will be 
heading to Russia, Candice Nkuna, told 
NEWSHORN that she was looking 
forward to commencing her studies 
and assured her parents, the provincial 
government and RACUS, that she that 
would do well in her studies. 

“I am very grateful for what RACUS 
and the department of education are doing 
for us. With the kind of support that they 
give us and our fellow students, let us 
make sure that we study hard and come 
back with our degrees,” Nkuna said.

RACUS Russia, which has 
representatives in more than 68 countries 
globally, has been assisting students to 
study in Russian State universities from 
all over the world since 1991.

The fi elds of study awarded are:

1. Cyberspace security (3);
2. Computer Engineering (6);
3. Mechanical Engineering (6);
4. Power Electrical Engineering (7);
5. Civil engineering (8);
6. Aviation (11);
7. Veterinary Science (12);
8. Medicine (33).

Mpumalanga education MEC, Bonakele 
Majuba and Dr Protus Kum (left) handed 
over laptops to the students who are 
embarking on a study programme in 
Russia. Here one of the students receives 
his laptop from Majuba and Dr Kum.
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Bongani Sibuyi, who stands accused of 
fraud, was re-arrested after being linked to 
other cases outside the province.

Captain Mpho Nonyane.

Rape cases on the increase in BBR

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE number of rape cases in 
Bushbuckridge had increased “drastically” 
during the last month, Acornhoek Cluster 
communication offi  cer, C aptain Mpho 
Nonyane, said.

The police have this week urged people 
in the area to be on the lookout for the 
drivers of an Isuzu bakkie and a VW 
Polo who allegedly raped many 
women in recent weeks after 
off ering them a lift. 

Nonyane told NEWSHORN 
that most of the victims were 
teenagers who got raped 
on their way home after 
returning home from taverns 
at night.

“While some were raped 
by people they know, most 
of them were raped while 
they were hitch-hiking,” 
Nonyane said. 

“The biggest challenge 
here is that teenagers who 
walk at night become easy 
targets for rapists who also rob them, 
especially when they are drunk. We have 
arrested some of the rapists, but we are 
aware that some of them are still out 
there,” she said.

“We are currently looking for the 

drivers of an Isuzu bakkie and a VW 
Polo who allegedly raped many women 
in Bushbuckridge after giving them a 
lift. They take them to the bushes where 
they rape and then leave them there,” said 
Nonyane.

She advised women to rather use 
transport when traveling and to walk in 

groups, especially at night, 
which makes it diffi  cult for 
criminals to attack them. 

One 23-year-old survivor 
from Greenvalley, who 
spoke to NEWSHORN, 
said she got raped by two 
unknown men while she 
was on her way home from 
the nearest tavern. (We 
protect her identity as she 
lives in fear of retaliation). 

“It was around 8 ‘o clock 
in the evening when two 
young men came from 

behind and covered my 
mouth. They took me to the 
nearest bushes and took turns 
raping me. When they were 
done they robbed me of my 

phone and shoes. I was lucky to survive 
the ordeal,” she said.

She also warned women to refrain from 
walking alone at night and not to hitch-
hike. She said she felt very unsafe because 
her rapists were still at large.
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Masoka Dube 

A MAN who is a co-accused in a fraud 
and corruption case, was re-arrested by 
police in Krugersdorp soon after the two 
appeared briefl y in the Bushbuckridge 
Magistrates’ Court last week.

Bongani Sibuyi (27) and Palesa Maje 
(23), stand accused of operating a bogus 
education programme in the region. 
However, Sibuyi was re-arrested after he 
was linked by police to other similar cases 
in other provinces.

Mpumalanga Hawks spokesperson, 
Captain Deneo Sekgotdi, has confi rmed 
that Sibuyi was arrested by the 
Krugersdorp police soon after his 
appearance in Bushbuckridge. She said 
Sibuyi was back in police custody, but 
Maje was granted R3000 bail.

The duo were fi rst arrested in April 
along with the Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality MMC, Mphikelele Leonard 
Malomane. 

The case against Malomane, who is also 
an ANC senior member in the Bohlabela 
region, has since been withdrawn. 
Police could not furnish reasons for the 
withdrawal.   

When asked about it, Sekgotodi said 
she could not give clear reasons. “Even 
though the case has been withdrawn 
against him, we will continue with the 
investigations,” Sekgotodi said.   

The case eminates from allegations 
that in August 2017, the Bushbuckridge 
municipality, in collaboration with 
Leadership 2020, invited youngsters for 
training in the fi elds of leadership skills 
and sales.

“Interested youth applied and submitted 
their CVs after which they were told to 
pay an administration fee of R250 each 
into an FNB account,” Sekgotodi said.

Successful candidates were promised 
monthly stipends of R3000 each for 
fi ve months. They never received a cent 
and when they began to hold the project 
leaders to account, Sibuyi and other 
leaders reportedly disappeared.

In the process the two reportedly 
defrauded unsuspected youngsters of more 
than R800 000.

It was further revealed that the bank 
account in which the monies were 
deposited by learners, belonged to a 
company of Maja.

But it is alleged that the entire 
programme was facilitated by Malomane 
as the advertisement emanated from his 
offi  ce.

The case has been postponed to 
September 19 for further investigation. 

 Alleged fraudster 
arrested soon after 
court appearance

We 
have 
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Sta�  Reporter

Sta�  Reporter

THE rehabilitation project between 
Montrose and Schagen on the N4 Toll 
Route is quickly reaching the halfway 
mark, with 48% of the roadworks 
offi  cially complete. 

The R100 million project near 
Mbombela (Nelspruit) commenced in May 
this year and will see 11km of Section 
7A rehabilitated. Roadworks, which were 
estimated to last 14 months, include the 
rehabilitation of the existing slow lane and 
overlaying of the entire carriageway.  

According to the main contractor, Tau 
Pele, the project is running smoothly 
with no major delays or complications 
experienced to date. However, given 
the tricky topography of the road at this 
section, lane deviations and Stop/Go’s 
have been put into place, which has had a 
negative impact on traffi  c fl ow and safety. 

SOLIDARITEIT het in reaksie op 
Statistieke Suid-Afrika se halfjaarlikse 
bevolkingsberaming weereens die 
belangrikheid van die beweging 
se werksaamhede beklemtoon om 
daardeur  ŉ toekoms vir die Afrikaanse 
taalgemeenskap en die Afrikaner-
kultuurgemeenskap te help verseker. 

Die wit bevolking het met 17 000 
toegeneem en die bruin bevolking met 
100 000. Volgens Connie Mulder, hoof 
van die Solidariteit Navorsingsinstituut, 
plaas hierdie groeiende jonger bevolking 
toenemend druk op minderheidsgroepe 

 Roadworks between Montrose 
and Schagen progressing well 

Afrikaner-gemeenskap groei � uks

Safety concerns stem from a lack 
of compliance, by road users, towards 
road construction warning signs and 
speed restrictions. Both Tau Pele and 
TRAC urge road users to obey these for 
their own and others’ safety,’” TRAC 
communications manager, Solange Soares 
Nicholson, said. 

In line with TRAC’s commitment to 
the communities along the route, the 
project is benefi tting the local community 
with 36 locals employed at the site. In 
addition, the subcontractor value for local 
SMMEs is valued at R12m.  

“Given the traffi  c accommodations in 
place, road users are advised to expect 
delays in this area. We urge members 
of the public to visit our website, www.
tracn4.co.za, for regular updates and 
to plan their trips accordingly. Road 
users can also follow us on Twitter, 
@TRACN4route, for real-time 
notifi cations,” she added. 

om opleiding en ander dienste vir hul 
jeug te verseker. 

‘n Eie maatskaplike infrastruktuur 
is nodig asook die vermoë om werk te 
skep, sê hy. Werkloosheid is volgens dié 
organisasie 50%, alhoewel Netwerk24  
dit as 29% rapporteer, die hoogste ooit 
in Suid-Afrika. Ten spyte van nuwe BEE 
reëls wat minderheidsgroepe uitsluit 
en selfs emigrasie, is die Afrikaner-
bevolking steeds aan’t groei, sê Mulder. 
“Dit is duidelik dat die Afrikaner hier is 
om te bly. Die groot taak wat nou op ons 
skouers rus, is om die weg te baan na die 
vry, veilige en voorspoedige toekoms in 
Suid-Afrika waarna ons mense op 
soek is.”

‘DO NOT WALK ALONE AT NIGHT’ - POLICE

Wednesday 14 August 2019
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Residents of Sand River near Hazyview asked the government to intervene and take 
action against people who are dumping illegally in the Nkambeni River. 

Education MEC, Bonakele Majuba.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Sta�  Reporter

THE DA in Mpumalanga would be 
laying criminal charges against the 
Mpumalanga Education Department, 
including Education MEC, Bonakele 
Majuba, following the deaths of three 
learners from the Nelson Ngobeni Primary 
School in eMalahleni (Witbank).

They died in hospital last Monday after 
being served food through the school’s 
nutrition programme. 

The DA has also called for an 
emergency external audit of the food 
supplied through the feeding scheme to 
ensure that it is safe and that a similar 
tragedy does not occur again, said DA 
leader, Jane Sithole.

According to reports, learners started 
vomiting and complaining of stomach 
pains after eating the food. They were 
taken to eMalahleni Hospital for 

IN a move to combat the prevalent fraud 
targeting social grants, SASSA stopped 
6 000 payments and the fi gure went down 
substantially to 500 in the August payment 
cycle. 

SASSA spokesperon, Paseka Letsatsi, 
said the decline was as a result of stringent 
measures put in place to combat fraud by 
both SASSA and the SA Post Offi  ce.

“An intensive process of studying the 
trends was embarked upon and the modus 
operandi of the fraudsters was exposed. 
Subsequently systems and controls were 
tightened, she said. 

“We can confi dently say that the noose 
has tightened on these criminals and 
the law will deal harshly with them. In 
the recent past, the courts have not only 
sentenced people found guilty of social 
grant fraud but has issued orders for them 
to repay what they stole from the State,” 
Letsatsi added.

She further said SASSA was working 

Learners die from food poisoning

SASSA stops 6000 suspicious grants

observation where three of them later 
died. Ten were still being monitored in 
hospital by last Thursday.

The DA sent their deepest condolences 
to the families of the deceased learners 
and wished those who were still in 
hospital a speedy recovery. 

The party said in a statement that it 
was concerned that this incident might 
urge parents to take their children out of 
the school feeding scheme, which could 
directly aff ect nearly one million poor 
learners in Mpumalanga alone.

They have also called on the provincial 
government to provide psychological 
and trauma counselling to the families, 
learners and teachers of the school.

This is the second case of food 
poisoning to be reported in a Mpumalanga 
school within recent months. In May, 26 
learners from Ndimande Primary School 
in Bushbuckridge had to be hospitalised 
after eating food from the school. They 
also suff ered diarrhea and vomiting. 
This led to a measure of panic among 
parents who considered withdrawing their 
children from the school feeding scheme.

Currently, nearly one million learners 
across the province depend on the school 
nutrition programme. It would be a 
disaster if parents take their children 
out of the programme because of fear of 
poisoning, the DA said.

The aim of the schools feeding scheme 
is to fi ght widespread poverty and improve 
children’s school attendance, but the party 
stressed that the safety of learners must 
come fi rst.

with relevant stakeholders including all 
banks to ensure that fraud within the 
grants system was ultimately defeated. 

SASSA is committed to addressing 
fraud and they will continue to do 
verifi cation of bank details.  This 
means that if a record is not corrected 
with both SASSA and the bank, the 
payment will not go through every 
month.

Any innocent and aff ected 
benefi ciaries whose payments have 
been stopped, are advised to make an 
affi  davit at the police station. 

The affi  davit should confi rm the 
correctness of bank details and account 
holder details. After making an 
affi  davit, a benefi ciary must take their 
bar coded or smart card ID together 
with the completed affi  davit to SASSA 
or the post offi  ce. Those using personal 
banks must bring along proof of 
banking details from their banks. 

Letsatsi said SASSA wished to 
apologise unreservedly for any 
convenience that might arise.

Illegal dumping is taking 
on dangerous proportions

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

ILLEGAL dumping is taking such 
preposterous proportions that residents 
of Sand River near Hazyview are now 
appealing to the government to intervene.

The robust spilling of waste into rivers 
and streams have become so bad that 
people can no longer use the water to 
wash their clothes, dishes or to cleanse 
people during rituals, residents say.

People living in the area claim that 
the Nkambeni River is also badly 
contaminated due to illegal dumping. 
They also complained about the bad smell 
that emanates from the river.

Sand River is one of the areas that do 
not have the luxury of clean running water 
and many people depend on water from 
the streams and the rivers for their daily 
needs. 

Promise Mathebula from Ka Majika , 
who regularly uses water from the 
Nkambeni River to irrigate her garden and 
also to wash clothes, said it was no longer 
safe to use the water. She said some of her 
plants died due to the contamination in the 
water.

“Those who are dumping trash into the 
rivers are also those who are not using the 

water and they do not reside next to the 
river. 

They do so because it does not aff ect 
them, but as for us who are depending on 
the rivers, we are negatively aff ected and 
now we must buy water to survive,” said 
Mathebula.

She said the garbage that people dump 
into the rivers include used pampers, 
sanitary towels, dead animals and many 
other objects. 

Bongane Ndlovu, who is a traditional 
healer, said the river next to his house had 
been turned into a dumping site, which 
had a negative eff ect on his business. His 
clients refuse to be cleansed in the dirty, 
stinky river. 

“I believe that those residing next to the 
rivers must always keep an eye to make 
sure that people are prevented to dump 
things there,” said Ndlovu. 

City of Mbombela spokesperson, 
Joseph Ngala, said the municipality has a 
dumping site, but many individuals ignore 
that and simply dump in the rivers instead. 

“Illegal dumping is not only a problem 
in the City of Mbombela, it is a provincial 
problem, and we are asking our people to 
refrain from doing that and rather use the 
legal dumping sites in their areas,” said 
Ngala. 
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5Wednesday 14 August 2019

Sales Manager: Amanda on 074-950-2616 or amanda@newshorn.co.za

Masoka Dube

THE University of Mpumalanga (UMP) 
in collaboration with diff erent companies, 
parastatals and government departments 
hosted a career expo at the university’s 
Mbombela Campus.

The well-attended event, that took place 
earlier this month, was aimed at creating 
a platform for students and graduates to 
meet with potential employers. 

During the event, business offi  cials were 
allowed to showcase their off ering and 
assist students to understand companies’ 
operations, job opportunities and 
internship programmes.

The companies who participated in the 
event included SANParks, Mpumalanga 
Department of Agriculture, ABSA, 
Standard Bank,  the Department of Labour 
and others.

Senior manager for students and 
graduates, Raymond Mkhwanazi, has 
thanked all who attended the expo and 
said he was happy with the turnout.

“I would like to thank the companies, 
departments and organisations who 
decided to come to the campus to assist 
and also guide students on their career 
paths. I hope they will never forget this 
day, this is a once-off  opportunity where 
students and employers come together and 
discuss the issue of unemployment,” said 
Mkhwanazi. 

Mpumalanga university hosts 
career expo to empower students

Students got the opportunity to see 
what job opportunities and internship 
programmes are available in the 
companies, departments and organisations, 
he said. 

Halls Property’s human resources 
manager, Sandile Lamane, said their 
company mostly specialised on 
agriculture. 

They attended the event  to assist 
agriculture students with the information 
that they need when looking for 
employment. 

“On the farming side, we off er positions 
such as farm manager, supervisors and 
assistant manager. We also run tree 
programmes on learnerships, internships 
and graduate placement,” Lamane said.

“We take between six and eight learners 
for the learnership, for the internship we 
take students from the university who 
haven’t completed their qualifi cation yet, 
so that they get to gain experience as part 
of their qualifi cation requirement. For the 
graduate placement programme we take 
students who have already completed their 
studies and need experience,” he added.

One of the students, Lindiwe Zwide, 
who is in her second year studying nature 
conservation, said the expo was very 
helpful to her in many ways and she 
wished to be employed by the Kruger 
National Park because it suited her career 
expectations. “I am a nature lover”, she 
said.

Learners face yet another 
year without textbooks

Sta�  Reporter

THE Mpumalanga Department of 
Education will not procure any textbooks 
for learners in the 2019/2020 fi nancial 
year, despite the fact that many learners 
from Grade 8 to Grade 12 have been 
without or were forced to share textbooks 
for more than a year. In a recent report by 
the Finance Portfolio Committee on the 
Mpumalanga appropriation bill for the 
2019/2020 fi nancial year, the department 
has budgeted R320 million for textbooks, 
but will not procure such, because of 
accruals from previous years.

The reason given for not buying new 
textbooks is that: “the department’s 
budget was insuffi  cient and it is 
underfunded by over R1.1 billion. 
The department also reported 
nearly R1.7m accruals from 
the previous fi nancial year, 
which needs to be settled 
fi rst.” The department ‘s 
total budget for 2019/2020 is 
R21.8bn.

“The department’s reasoning 
boggles the mind, taking into 
account that it surrendered 
an amount of R171m to 
National Treasury 
due to slow 
implementation 

of infrastructure projects,” said Jane 
Sithole, the leader of the DA in 
Mpumalanga.

During previous oversight visits to 
schools, the Portfolio Committee on 
Education; Culture, Sport and Recreation 
found that many schools in the province 
had severe shortages of textbooks. It 
was also noted that in schools, such as 
Thembeka High in KaNyamazane and 
Mashishini Secondary in Mashishing  
Lydenburg), learners in Grade 8 to 12 
have been without textbooks or had to 
make plans to share textbooks for more 
than a year. The department confi rmed 
that new textbooks in all subjects and 
grades were last supplied to learners 
between 2011 and 2014. It further 

acknowledged that they do not 
have a strategy of retrieving 

textbooks issued to learners 
either.

“By not ensuring 
that every learner 
in Mpumalanga has 
textbooks, education 
MEC, Bonakele Majuba, 

is violating thousands of 
learners’ right to education as 
basic human right goes hand 

in hand with the 
provision of 
textbooks,” 
Sithole said.

The reason given for not buying new 
textbooks is that: “the department’s 
budget was insuffi  cient and it is 
underfunded by over R1.1 billion. 
The department also reported 
nearly R1.7m accruals from 
the previous fi nancial year, 
which needs to be settled 
fi rst.” The department ‘s 
total budget for 2019/2020 is 

“The department’s reasoning 
boggles the mind, taking into 
account that it surrendered 
an amount of R171m to 

grades were last supplied to learners 
between 2011 and 2014. It further 

acknowledged that they do not 
have a strategy of retrieving 

textbooks issued to learners 
either.

“By not ensuring 
that every learner 
in Mpumalanga has 
textbooks, education 
MEC, Bonakele Majuba, 

is violating thousands of 
learners’ right to education as 
basic human right goes hand 

in hand with the 
provision of 

Jane Sithole, the DA leader in Mpumalanga.
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Mokoena satis� ed with 
safety at initiation schools

THE president of the Congress of 
Traditional Leaders of South Africa 
(Contralesa), Kgoshi Lameck Mokoena, 
has commended parents for playing a vital 
role in ensuring a smooth initiation period 
this year. Mokoena said all initiates safely 
returned to their homes last week. He 
also thanked the owners of the initiation 
schools for working together with other 
stakeholders from the beginning to the end 
of the process. 

“I am very pleased that all the initiation 
schools are done and no death or rapes 
have been reported. That is what we want 
in all initiations because ‘Dikoma’ bring 
people together, even those who hardly 
come home, they do come back during 
this time to celebrate it,” said Mokoena.  

He also thanked the traditional leaders 
who were hard at work to monitor all the 
schools as well as the doctors who were 
present to ensure that the initiates were 
healthy. 

“The good thing about Bushbuckridge 
is that we do not have illegal initiation 
schools. I invite other regions to come 
and learn a few things from us on how 

to run proper initiation schools without 
problems,” he said.      

An initiation school owner based 
in Marite, Badnico Mokoena, told 
NEWSHORN he was happy that all the 
initiates went back home healthy and 
safely. 

“We have been in the business for 
decades and we never lost a single initiate, 
because we are extra careful and we make 
sure that we keep them safe. That is why 
people prefer us when it comes to the 
initiations schools,” said Mokoena. 

Ncobile Maphanga could not hold 
back her tears when her 12-year-old son 
returned home safely. As a mother it was 
diffi  cult not to see or talk to her son for 
weeks while he was in the bush, she said.

“Today we are celebrating because 
he came home safe and he is now a 
man, according to our culture. What is 
important to me is the fact that he came 
back alive with no scars or anything,” 
she said. During the previous summer 
initiation season, 21 initiates have 
died while partaking in the ceremony. 
Seventeen young boys lost their lives in 
the Eastern Cape while two others died 
in the North West and the Western Cape 
respectively.

Masoka Dube

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE monthly grants to Mpumalanga 
traditional councils (TC’s) from the 
government will be increased from 
R150 000 to R300 000. This was 
announced by Mpumalanga Premier, 
Refi lwe Mtshweni-Tsipane, during the 
offi  cial opening of the Provincial House 
of Traditional Leaders in the legislature 
last week. The annual event was attended 
by the government offi  cials, traditional 
leaders, MECs and guests. 

“The grant is used to pay for the 
operational costs of TCs, such as salaries, 
electricity and water costs and other 
amenities,” said Mtshweni-Tsipane. 

She said the fi nancial boost was one of 
the supporting measures of government 
for traditional leadership in the province. 

“All the 60 traditional councils 
are funded, for them to host cultural 
ceremonies and annual commemorations 
for cultural preservation and social 
cohesion,” she 
said. The premier 
underscored the 
critical role played 
by Amakhosi in 
promoting cultural 
heritage and cited 
Ingwenyama 
Makhosoke II of the 
Ndebele nation as 
exemplary. 

“When 
Ingwenyama 
Makhosoke II 
enrolled students to 
study the Ndebele 

THE Department of Human Settlements 
in the province would build about 7000 
housing units, service 5000 sites and 
register 15 000 title deeds in this fi nancial 
year, the department said at a meeting in 
Mbombela last week. 

Addressing the inter-governmental 
engagement session (MUNMEC), the 
department’s HOD, Kebone Masange 
said integrated planning must take place 
coherently and sustainably to succeed in 
putting human settlements at the centre of 
urban development.

The provincial MUNMEC takes place 
every quarter to track progress and iron 
out impediments on service delivery.

The meeting was aimed at bringing up 
to speed local municipalities and other 
stakeholders on the department’s plans for 
the next fi ve years (2019 to 2024) in line 
with all provincial strategic objectives. 

The gathering brought together 
administrators and technical heads from 
municipalities, agencies and sector 
institutions to discuss proper ways the 
department is taking and soliciting inputs 
in achieving provincial objectives in a co-
ordinated and coherent manner.

“Notwithstanding the fi nancial 
constraints and budget cuts, we must do 
our best to deliver as per our plans. 

It is also important that we remain 
cognisant of the fact that local 
municipalities are at the core of delivery”, 
Masange said, citing fi nancial constraints 

 Traditional councils get more money

Department to build more new houses

language at the University of Venda in 
2010, it was as though he knew that the 
UN would declare 2019 as the year of 
indigenous languages. We can see these 
fruits today through the students who have 
graduated with Masters’ degrees and those 
who are now at PhD level,” the premier 
said. She appealed to Amakhosi to push 
for an economic agenda for the benefi t 
of their communities, while she cited the 
tourism sector as an opportunity to assist 
them for economic upliftment. 

“As the custodian of our culture and 
traditions, Amakhosi have a vital role to 
play in the socio-cultural aspect of eco-
tourism as tourists become more engaged 
in the community and their culture,” 
Mtshweni-Tsipane said.

“Our people should be the main 
benefi ciaries of community eco-tourism, 
especially after the 1994 democratic 
dispensation, because of a renewed 
attention towards local cultures that are 
selling traditional handicrafts and showing 
cultural tours,” she said.

as one of the main challenges facing 
the sector. He said the department was 
prepared and ready to assist municipalities 
where interventions were required.

The department was planning to engage 
all the relevant authorities to facilitate 
the urgent release of State-owned land 
within established centres of the fast-
growing secondary towns and Priority 
Housing Development to ensure delivery 
of resilient and sustainable human 
settlements, Masange said.

He added that the department will 
continue to work on transforming the 
property market to promote access to 
urban opportunity and social integration 
through access to well-located, aff ordable 
housing and decent shelter, thereby 
reversing urban fragmentation and highly 
ineffi  cient sprawl.

Masange also spoke about the 
challenges of sewer spillages and 
promised that the department would 
supply the required infrastructure while 
municipalities must maintain it. 

 Doctor Nkosi, the provincial chief 
director for Integrated Human Settlements 
and Planning and Policy Co-ordination, 
said the municipalities urged the 
department to collaborate its planning 
with theirs to ensure better results. 

“In line with the policy and budget 
speech pronouncements, human settlement 
planning and policy co-ordination, 
outlined the department’s fi ve-year plans 
to prioritise rollout and provision of water 
infrastructure to ensure availability of 
clean water to Mpumalanga citizens.”

No deaths were reported during this year’s Bushbuckridge initiation schools. Pictured 
here are some of the initiates at the initiation school in Marite.

From left, Chief Cecil Mahlangu, deputy chairperson of the 
Mpumalanga House of Traditional Leaders (HTL), Mpumalanga 
Co-operative Governance and Traditional A� airs MEC, Mandla 
Msibi, Premier Re� lwe Mtsweni-Tsipane and HTL provincial 
chairperson, chief Sandile Ngomani during the o�  cial opening of 
the house’s council last week.
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IN 2 Cor 4:8-12, Paul, the author, fi nds 
himself under tremendous pressure that 
is far beyond his ability to endure (2Cor 
1:8). 

He prays and asks God to remove the 
pressure and the pain that is crushing him.

Later in chapter 4:8, he writes; “We 
are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed but not in despair; 
persecuted but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed.”

Paul liked us - our 
treasure and abilities 
- to a treasure in a 
jar of Clay. You may 
mess the clay, but 
you cannot destroy 
the tresure inside 
of it.

As we are 
celebrating Women’s 
Month in August, I 
want every woman 
who has gone 
through a lot of 
pressure in life, 
abuse from other 
people, to remember 
that you are special 
to God.

The reason you are 

The power of a woman
Queen Mpangane (Apostolic Gospel Church International)Dr Alletah Magonyane (Eagle Christina Centre)

Something inside, so strong
still here is because you have something 
inside you so strong. You have abilities, 
potential and great value. That cannot be 
destroyed by anyone or anything unless 
you allow it.

Therefore, do not allow the world to 
defi ne you.

Woman, you carry the spirit of God 
inside you and  a special ability to carry 
a child. That makes you extra special, 
you are trusted by God, therefore never 
allow anything to negatively defi ne you.

You are not what the world says you 
are, you are what God says you are, 
because you have something inside you 
so strong.

Also, give value to your world. You 
are called a woman, because of the extra 
abilities men do not have, your “wo” for 
“womb”. Men do not have a womb.

You have so much value inside of you, 
therefore transfer it to the world.

Change every seed into a product, 
change a cell into a child, change 
groceries into a delicious meal, and 
change every house into a home.

August is Women’s Month, vuka 
mfati and celebrate your abilities, vuka 
mbokodo and crush your challenges and 
every negativity with it .

God bless You.

IN Proverbs 14:1, Solomon writes; 
“Every wise woman builds her house; 
but the foolish plucks it down with her 
hands.”

There are people who believe that 
women are evil; some believe that the 
world can be a better place without them. 
These statements can be true if you do 
not consult the Word of God to give you 
direction in that regard. The scripture at 
hand reveals that building and destroying 
are both in the hands of a woman. A wise 
woman builds; the foolish one destroys. It 
means women are powerful creatures. 

A person who has the capacity to shape 
a family, community or a nation, is a 
woman. Perhaps the reason why they 
are blessed with a womb is because they 
are the only creatures who take anything 
they want, transform it and give birth 
to it again. A research that I personally 
conducted has confi rmed that most of 
those people who are known as serial 
killers and abusers are a product of a 
family that neglected them. In fact their 
mothers failed to bring about a positive 
infl uence in their lives.

To build is to give shape to something. 
Boys and men who are near visionary 
(wise) women are blessed, their lives will 
be infl uenced positively. 

The second thing 
is to be prudent 
(visionary), Proverbs 
22:3 confi rms it.

Our country is in 
serious economic 
troubles. Crime 
seems to thriving 
in spite of people 
trying to do away 
with it. 

My advice is that 
we start today to 
build our families 
and communities 
through empowering 
our women with God 
‘s Word, so as to ensure that our next 
generation is free from all what we are 
going through now. I know of clubs and 
societies that have been formed by women 
to fi ght poverty and to prepare their loved 
ones decent funerals. The same women are 
the ones who carry the burden of raising 
children alone; they are so powerful and 
indispensable. History books are full of 
records of women who destroyed nations; 
there are also records of great tasks that 
have been accomplished by women. 

WOMEN HAVE POWER.
God bless you. Dr Alletah 

Magonyane. 

Queen Mpangane. 
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PHOLA Rovers FC is the winner 
of the top 16 soccer tournament that 
was held at Kamajika Soccer Field on 
Sunday.  

The tournament, which was 
organised by Hashtag FC, was aimed at 
celebrating the club’s birthday as well 
the Women’s Month commemoration. 

Hashtag FC founder, Bheki Sibiya, 
told NEWSHORN that he organised the 
tournament after realising that there was 
no Women’s Month event in the area. 
He said his team was celebrating three 
years of existence. 

“I decided to bring all the local teams 
to one sports fi eld to pay tribute to all 
mothers and to also thank my boys who 
were always loyal to the team in the past 
three years. I am planning to host this 
event every year, however, my challenge 
is that we don’t have sponsors and local 
businesses are not coming to the party. 
Only Squeeza (soft drink company) 
agreed to sponsor us with water and 
trophies,” said Sibiya. 

The tournament started on Friday 
morning with 16 teams slogging it 
out for the trophy, with Peacemakers 
FC from Shabalala and Phola Rovers 
reaching the fi nals. 

Peacemakers played some stirling 
soccer to lift the trophy, in the process 
attacking  from the fi rst minute of the 
game. A mere fi ve minutes into the 

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

The victorious Phola Rovers soccer team after winning the Women’s Month Soccer 
Tournament.
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Rovers FC win 
Women’s Month 
Soccer Tournament

game, striker Kenneth Phiri nearly 
scored the fi rst goal of the match, but 
good keeping by Rovers’ Innocent Phiri 
kept the scoreboard clean. 

Peacemakers kept the pressure on, but 
Rovers came back with some attacks of 
their own. However, all their attempts 
were unfruitful as the ball just couldn’t 
fi nd the net. Peacemakers’ defense 
remained solid and prevented Rovers to 
get into the box. 

The match went to half time with no 
goals on the scoreboard. 

Rovers then introduced striker 
Happy Hlabela and Thulani Masuku, 
an attacking mid-fi elder, who started to 
turn the match around.  They displayed 
excellent skills but still failed to 
penetrate the Peacemakers defense and 
create scoring opportunities. 

The referee stopped the match before 
90 minutes as it was getting too dark to 
play. 

The result thenhad to be decided 
through a penalty shootout, with both 
teams scoring twice, missing three 
penalties each. Both goalkeepers made 
some brilliant saves.

In the sudden death, Rovers’ keeper 
scored the important penalty while 
Zweli Mbuyane of Peacemakers missed 
his penalty attempt to equalise. 

The match ended 3-2 in favour of 
Phola Rovers taking home R5000 and 
a trophy, with Peacemakers receiving 
R3000. The third and fourth teams got 
R2000 and R1600 respectively. 


