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TOP SCHOOL IN MALELANE CIRCUIT

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE MEC for education in 
Mpumalanga, Bonakele Majuba, parents 
and other stakeholders last week gathered 
at the Ingwenyama Lodge in White River 
to send off  86 students who are embarking 
on a study programme in Russia.

Majuba said the students would be 
joining another 282 students who have 

been in the Russia study programme since 
2015. They will be jetting off  to Russia 
next month.

He encouraged the students to represent 
Mpumalanga and the country with pride.

“This is not a holiday and we request 
that you commit and excel in your studies. 

“We will not hesitate to withdraw 
the bursary from those who are not 
progressing academically. Your task in 
Russia is to learn, learn and learn. 

Students to study in Russia

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The group of students who will be jetting o�  to Russia next month with, seated from left, Dr Protus Kum, Madlozi Mtsoeni, education MEC Bonakele Majuba, Dr Pontsho Mabilane 
and Apostle Khoza.

“We want medical doctors and 
engineers who will come back and serve 
our rural communities,” Majuba said. 

He said the department would 
continue to strive to produce a 
generation of competent young 
intellectuals who would contribute 
towards the development and growth 
of Mpumalanga and South Africa in 
general.

“When you come across challenges, 

thrive to overcome them. Embrace your 
new environment with courage and open-
mindedness. 

The people of the rising sun, the 
government of Mpumalanga and your 
parents are supporting you and expecting 
a lot from you. Go and represent us well 
in Russia,” he added. 
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Members of one of the organisations that took part in the drive of removing invasive 
plants in Marloth Park bush � elds.

This is what the prickly pear plant looks 
like.

Dex Sibiya 

THE Marloth Park Honorary Rangers 
(MPHR) last week continued plucking the 
invasive prickly pear and Queen of the 
Night plants in Marloth Park bush fi elds.

Speaking to NEWSHORN, Uschi 
Powell from the MKHR said this was the 
second time the rangers were performing 
this maintenance method.

“This year we started on 30 July, 
Marloth Park is divided into six blocks 
and what has happened now is that a 
couple of organisations have taken a block 
each,” Powell said. 

She explained that the removal process 
is conducted once a year during the winter 
season because it becomes easier for them 
to identify the plants. 

The prickly pear is a  tree or tall shrub 
that grows up to 5m tall, with a thick, 
woody trunk. The stems are divided into 
fl attened, narrow, elliptical segments or 
leaf pads that are green but covered with 
a dull, bluish wax. It produces orange 
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fl owers that open during the day, and 
which give rise to elliptical or egg-shaped 
fruits with colours ranging from yellow 
and orange to red and purple. 

According to Powell, what makes the 
plants dangerous for the habitat is the 
uncontrollable manner in which they 
spread.

“They make fruits and then the birds, 
monkeys and baboons eat the fruits. This 
allows the prickly pear and the Queen of 
the Night to have an advantage of growing 
anywhere. When the animals eat the fruit 
they drop the seeds from the plants while 
eating, allowing it to have a wider spread 
than other plants,” she said. 

Powell said they removed 4000 plants 
last year and to date this year they have 
already removed more than 1000 plants.

“We are not going to take too long 
with this. Normally it takes about six 
weeks and once the rains start it becomes 
diffi  cult to see the plants, we then turn 
our attention to other plants. This removal 
process is almost seasonal bound really, 
but whenever we see them and they are 
accessible, we do take them out,” Powell 
concluded.

The Russian study programme is 
directed by RACUS SA, a Nelspruit-based 
organisation tasked to assist students 
who desire to study overseas. The offi  cial 
South African representative of the 
Russian African Centre of University 
Studies operates in collaboration with 
RACUS Russia. It serves as the main 
student recruiter for Russian universities 
in South Africa.

RACUS director, Dr Protus Kum, has 
assured the parents of the students that 
their children would be taken good care of 
and he urged them to continuously support 
their children. 

“Our mandate is to make sure that all 

the students who are heading to Russia get 
the best education so that they can come 
back and serve our communities. Children 
must study hard and make us proud, by so 
doing they are not only doing it for us, but 
for their future as well,” he said.

Kum also requested the students to 
refrain from seeking media attention when 
they face challenges. He said his door had 
always been open and they were always 
ready to solve the students’ problems.

One of the students who will be 
heading to Russia, Candice Nkuna, told 
NEWSHORN that she was looking 
forward to commencing her studies 
and assured her parents, the provincial 
government and RACUS, that she that 
would do well in her studies. 

“I am very grateful for what RACUS 
and the department of education are doing 
for us. With the kind of support that they 
give us and our fellow students, let us 
make sure that we study hard and come 
back with our degrees,” Nkuna said.

RACUS Russia, which has 
representatives in more than 68 countries 
globally, has been assisting students to 
study in Russian State universities from 
all over the world since 1991.

The fi elds of study awarded are:

1. Cyberspace security (3);
2. Computer Engineering (6);
3. Mechanical Engineering (6);
4. Power Electrical Engineering (7);
5. Civil engineering (8);
6. Aviation (11);
7. Veterinary Science (12);
8. Medicine (33).

Mpumalanga education MEC, Bonakele 
Majuba and Dr Protus Kum (left) handed 
over laptops to the students who are 
embarking on a study programme in 
Russia. Here one of the students receives 
his laptop from Majuba and Dr Kum.
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Residents say municipal 
posts smack of nepotism

Dex Sibiya

DISGRUNDLED residents of Nkomazi 
say they have little confi dence of getting 
jobs at the local municipality, as “all 
vacancies are given to 
comrades”.

Their claims of 
nepotism follow a 
large number of job 
applications and CV’s 
reportedly submitted 
at the Nkomazi 
Municipality offi  ces 
in Malelane. The 
closing date for these 
applications was July 2.

“I applied but I know 
that it will not make a 
diff erence. Most of the 
posts are already fi lled 
by comrades, a list is 
submitted by politicians 
on which comrades they 
want in,” said Nozodwa Mkhwanzi from 
Phiva.

According to Mkwanzi, she has applied 
for vacant posts numerous times before, 
but the “only people who I know are unfi t 
for the jobs are being employed.” 

Her sentiments are shared by others, 
who say they are however, willing to give 
the municipality a chance to prove them 
wrong.

“I fully support the motion by our 
municipality but we’re quite aware that 
posts are posted as a  formality as they 
select candidates of their choice. We are 
prepared to still give them the benefi t of 
the doubt,” said Nduna Mashaba.    

Butan Ntimba agreed, saying; “They 
are just doing this as a formality. We all 
know that they already have their own list 
of people who are going to be given those 

jobs.” Thomas Mondlane questioned 
the selection procedure with regards to 
the requirements of vacancies as stated 
in correspondence. 

“I am actually concerned about the 
municipality. We apply and meet the 

requirements, but 
they shortlist people 
with matric while in 
their advertisements 
they require a 
degree,” he said.

NEWSHORN 
spoke to Nkomazi 
Local Municipality 
(NLM) spokesperson, 
Cyril Ripinga, who 
denied any such 
allegations.

“The municipality 
is a fair, equal and 
affi  rmative action 

employer. All received 
applications will be 
evaluated according 

to the vacancy being applied for. 
Once that is done those who are 
considered will be contacted by the 
HR department,” Ripinga said. 

At the same time, he warned that the 
vacancies have opened an opportunity 
for fraudsters and said applicants 
should not fall prey to scams.
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Department of Human 
Settlements HOD Kebone 
Masange.

Municipal spokesperson, Cyril 
Ripinga, warns job applicants to 
be extremely cautious.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Sta�  Reporter

Sta�  Reporter

THE Department of Human Settlements 
in the province would build about 7000 
housing units, service 5000 sites and 
register 15 000 title deeds in this fi nancial 
year, the department said at a meeting in 
Mbombela last week. 

Addressing the inter-governmental 
engagement session (MUNMEC), the 
department’s HOD, Kebone Masange 
said integrated planning must take place 
coherently and sustainably to succeed in 
putting human settlements at the centre of 
urban development.

The provincial 
MUNMEC takes place 
every quarter to track 
progress and iron out 
impediments on service 
delivery.

The meeting was aimed 
at bringing up to speed 
local municipalities and 
other stakeholders on the 
department’s plans for 
the next fi ve years (2019 
to 2024) in line with 
all provincial strategic 
objectives. 

The gathering brought 
together administrators 
and technical heads from 
municipalities, agencies and sector 
institutions to discuss proper ways the 
department is taking and soliciting inputs 
in achieving provincial objectives in a co-
ordinated and coherent manner.

“Notwithstanding the fi nancial 
constraints and budget cuts, we must do 
our best to deliver as per our plans. It is 
also important that we remain cognisant 
of the fact that local municipalities are at 
the core of delivery”, Masange said, citing 
fi nancial constraints as one of the main 

IN a move to combat the prevalent fraud 
targeting social grants, SASSA stopped 
6 000 payments and the fi gure went down 
substantially to 500 in the August payment 
cycle. 

SASSA spokesperon, Paseka Letsatsi, 
said the decline was as a result of stringent 
measures put in place to combat fraud by 
both SASSA and the SA Post Offi  ce.

“An intensive process of studying the 
trends was embarked upon and the modus 
operandi of the fraudsters was exposed. 
Subsequently systems and controls were 
tightened, she said. 

THE Marloth Park Honorary Rangers 
in partnership with “Working for Water” 
(WfW) is having a Weed Buster Day in 
Marloth on 21 August. 

WfW, based within The Department of 
Environmental Aff airs (DEA), champions 
the fi ght against invasive alien plants in 
South Africa.

Since its inception in 1995, the 
programme has cleared more than one 
million hectares of invasive alien plants, 
providing jobs and training to about 20 

Department of Human Settlement 
promises more houses to people

SASSA stops 6000 suspicious grants in fraud combat

 Rangers, WfW to bust weed in Marloth Park

challenges facing the sector.
He said the department was prepared 

and ready to assist municipalities where 
interventions were required.

The department was planning to engage 
all the relevant authorities to facilitate 
the urgent release of State-owned land 
within established centres of the fast-
growing secondary towns and Priority 
Housing Development to ensure delivery 
of resilient and sustainable human 
settlements, Masange said.

He added that the department will 
continue to work on transforming the 
property market to promote access to 

urban opportunity and 
social integration through 
access to well-located, 
aff ordable housing 
and decent shelter, 
thereby reversing urban 
fragmentation and highly 
ineffi  cient sprawl.

Masange also spoke 
about the challenges 
of sewer spillages 
and promised that the 
department would 
supply the required 
infrastructure while 
municipalities must 
maintain it. 

 Doctor Nkosi, the 
provincial chief director 

for Integrated Human Settlements and 
Planning and Policy Co-ordination, said 
the municipalities urged the department 
to collaborate its planning with theirs to 
ensure better results. 

“In line with the policy and budget 
speech pronouncements, human settlement 
planning and policy co-ordination, 
outlined the department’s fi ve-year plans 
to prioritise rollout and provision of water 
infrastructure to ensure availability of 
clean water to Mpumalanga citizens.”

“We can confi dently say that the noose 
has tightened on these criminals and 
the law will deal harshly with them. In 
the recent past, the courts have not only 
sentenced people found guilty of social 
grant fraud but has issued orders for them 
to repay what they stole from the State,” 
Letsatsi added.

She further said SASSA was working 
with relevant stakeholders including all 
banks to ensure that fraud within the 
grants system was ultimately defeated. 
SASSA is committed to addressing fraud 
and they will continue to do verifi cation of 
bank details.  This means that if a record 
is not corrected with both SASSA and the 
bank, the payment will not go through 

000 people per year. Of these, 52% are 
women.

On the day, WfW will have seven 
teams of workers, totalling 84, working 
in Marloth, all qualifi ed herbicide 
applicators. Their target is to clear 70ha of 
Lantana and Triffi  d weed. 

The teams will be supported by 
members of the Honorary Rangers with 
lunch supplied for the workers by a 
sponsor. The service of WfW if off ered 
free of charge. 

Marloth Park Honorary Rangers has 
been recognised locally and by SANParks 
for the work it has undertaken in 

every month.
Any innocent and aff ected benefi ciaries 

whose payments have been stopped, are 
advised to make an affi  davit at the police 
station. 

The affi  davit should confi rm the 
correctness of bank details and account 
holder details. After making an affi  davit, 
a benefi ciary must take their bar coded or 
smart card ID together with the completed 
affi  davit to SASSA or the post offi  ce. 
Those using personal banks must bring 
along proof of banking details from their 
banks. 

Letsatsi said SASSA wished to 
apologise unreservedly for any 
convenience that might arise.

controlling and ridding the community of 
alien plants.

Residents of Marloth are requested to 
support the activities of the workers on 21 
August. 

Additional information can be 
obtained from Uschi Powell of the 
Honorary Rangers on 072 908 0350 or 
uschipowell@gmail.com

Members of the MP Honorary Rangers 
along with volunteers are already spending 
two mornings a week attacking other alien 
plants within Marloth, their focus being to 
eradicate prickly pear, Queen of Night and 
parthenium.



4 Wednesday 14 August 2019

André Brummer on 081-704-8591 or andre@newshorn.co.za

COMMUNITY NEWS

Jane Sithole, the DA leader in Mpumalanga.

Masoka Dube

Masoka Dube

THE University of Mpumalanga (UMP) 
in collaboration with diff erent companies, 
parastatals and government departments 
hosted a career expo at the university’s 
Mbombela Campus.

The well-attended event, that took place 
earlier this month, was aimed at creating 
a platform for students and graduates to 
meet with potential employers. 

During the event, business offi  cials were 
allowed to showcase their off ering and 
assist students to understand companies’ 
operations, job opportunities and 
internship programmes.

The companies who participated in the 
event included SANParks, Mpumalanga 
Department of Agriculture, ABSA, 
Standard Bank,  the Department of Labour 
and others.

Senior manager for students and 
graduates, Raymond Mkhwanazi, has 
thanked all who attended the expo and 
said he was happy with the turnout.

“I would like to thank the companies, 
departments and organisations who 
decided to come to the campus to assist 
and also guide students on their career 
paths. I hope they will never forget this 
day, this is a once-off  opportunity where 
students and employers come together and 
discuss the issue of unemployment,” said 

FEMALE law enforcement offi  cers 
commemorated Women’s Month by 
conducting massive operations throughout 
the country in an eff ort to reduce fatalities 
on the road. 

Integrated roadblocks, involving 
offi  cers from diff erent authorities, had 
been conducted on all routes with a high 
number of fatal crashes. 

Statistics show that deaths on South 
African roads increase substantially over 
long weekends with more people dying 
between Friday and Sunday, according 
to a statement from the Road Traffi  c 
Management Corporation (RTMC). 

“The abuse of alcohol has been 
identifi ed as one of the key factors 
contributing to crashes and that formed 
a major focus of law enforcement eff orts 
over the long weekend,” the statement 
read. 

Road accidents exert a heavy burden on 
the economy, society and families as they 
involve economically active members of 
society, many of whom are breadwinners 
and heads of families, it further cited.

A study conducted by the Road Traffi  c 
Management Corporation (RTMC) and 
the Centre of Scientifi c and Industrial 
Research has estimated that the cost of 

 University, government host career 
expo to empower students

Female o�   cers on a mission to cut 
road deaths in Women’s Month

Mkhwanazi. Students got the opportunity 
to see what job opportunities and 
internship programmes are available in the 
companies, departments and organisations, 
he said. 

Halls Property’s human resources 
manager, Sandile Lamane, said their 
company mostly specialised on 
agriculture. They attended the event  
to assist agriculture students with the 
information that they need when looking 
for employment. 

“On the farming side, we off er positions 
such as farm manager, supervisors and 
assistant manager. We also run tree 
programmes on learnerships, internships 
and graduate placement,” Lamane said.

“We take between six and eight learners 
for the learnership, for the internship we 
take students from the university who 
haven’t completed their qualifi cation yet, 
so that they get to gain experience as part 
of their qualifi cation requirement. For the 
graduate placement programme we take 
students who have already completed their 
studies and need experience,” he added.

One of the students, Lindiwe Zwide, 
who is in her second year studying nature 
conservation, said the expo was very 
helpful to her in many ways and she 
wished to be employed by the Kruger 
National Park because it suited her career 
expectations. “I am a nature lover”, she 
said.

crashes to South Africa last year was 
R166.2 billion. It is estimated that one 
death on the road represents an average 
loss of R4.6 million to the economy 
in terms of lost productivity, pain and 
suff ering, medical costs, legal and funeral 
costs.

An analysis of statistics has identifi ed 
the roads with the highest number of 
fatalities. 

The analysis has confi rmed that the 
top 10 roads and areas with the highest 
number of deaths nationally are the 
R71 Mankweng in Limpopo, R573 
Umhlanga in Mpumalanga, N4 Nelspruit 
in Mpumalanga, N2 Libode in Eastern 
Cape, N1 Naboomspruit in Limpopo, 
N2 Umkhomazi in KwaZulu-Natal, N2 
Pongola in KwaZulu-Natal, N2 Idutywa in 
Eastern Cape, R37 Mecklemburg and N3 
Harrismith in the Free State. 

A total of 254 people died on these 
roads last year and the human behaviour 
accounts for nine out of 10 fatal crashes 
that occurred.

These roads were prioritised for 
intensifi ed law enforcement and female-
led operations that were conducted 
throughout the month to make them safer.

A massive road safety education and 
awareness campaign, targeting pedestrians 
and passengers, was also undertaken in 
support of women in law enforcement.

Learners face another year 
without textbooks

Sta�  Reporter

THE Mpumalanga Department of 
Education will not procure any textbooks 
for learners in the 2019/2020 fi nancial 
year, despite the fact that many learners 
from Grade 8 to Grade 12 have been 
without or were forced to share textbooks 
for more than a year.

In a recent report by the Finance 
Portfolio Committee on the Mpumalanga 
appropriation bill for the 2019/2020 
fi nancial year, the department has 
budgeted R320 million for textbooks, but 
will not procure such, because of accruals 
from previous years.

The reason given for not buying new 
textbooks is that: “the department’s budget 
was insuffi  cient and it is underfunded by 
over R1.1 billion. The department also 
reported nearly R1.7m accruals from the 
previous fi nancial year, which needs to 
be settled fi rst.” The department ‘s total 
budget for 2019/2020 is R21.8bn.

“The department’s reasoning boggles 
the mind, taking into account that 
it surrendered an amount of R171m 
to National Treasury due to slow 
implementation of infrastructure projects,” 
said Jane Sithole, the leader of the 

DA in Mpumalanga. During previous 
oversight visits to schools, the Portfolio 
Committee on Education; Culture, Sport 
and Recreation found that many schools 
in the province had severe shortages 
of textbooks. It was also noted that in 
schools, such as Thembeka High in 
KaNyamazane and Mashishini Secondary 
in Mashishing  Lydenburg), learners 
in Grade 8 to 12 have been without 
textbooks or had to make plans to share 
textbooks for more than a year.

The department confi rmed that new 
textbooks in all subjects and grades were 
last supplied to learners between 2011 and 
2014. It further acknowledged that they do 
not have a strategy of retrieving textbooks 
issued to learners either.

“By not ensuring that every learner in 
Mpumalanga has textbooks, education 
MEC, Bonakele Majuba, is violating 
thousands of learners’ right to education as 
basic human right goes hand in hand with 
the provision of textbooks,” Sithole said.

“While the Human Rights Commission 
investigates this gross violation of 
learners’ rights, the DA will continue to 
monitor the provision of textbooks in 
Mpumalanga schools to ensure that no 
learner is left behind in our mission to 
build One South Africa for All.”
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IN 2 Cor 4:8-12, Paul, the author, fi nds 
himself under tremendous pressure that 
is far beyond his ability to endure (2Cor 
1:8). 

He prays and asks God to remove the 
pressure and the pain that is crushing him.

Later in chapter 4:8, he writes; “We 
are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed but not in despair; 
persecuted but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed.”

Paul liked us - our treasure and abilities 
- to a treasure in a 
jar of Clay. You may 
mess the clay, but 
you cannot destroy 
the tresure inside 
of it.

As we are 
celebrating Women’s 
Month in August, I 
want every woman 
who has gone 
through a lot of 
pressure in life, 
abuse from other 
people, to remember 
that you are special 
to God.

The reason you are 

The power of a woman
Queen Mpangane (Apostolic Gospel Church International)Dr Alletah Magonyane (Eagle Christina Centre)

Something inside, so strong
still here is because you have something 
inside you so strong. You have abilities, 
potential and great value. That cannot be 
destroyed by anyone or anything unless 
you allow it.

Therefore, do not allow the world to 
defi ne you.

Woman, you carry the spirit of God 
inside you and  a special ability to carry a 
child. That makes you extra special, you 
are trusted by God, therefore never allow 
anything to negatively defi ne you.

You are not what the world says you are, 
you are what God says you are, because 
you have something inside you so strong.

Also, give value to your world. You 
are called a woman, because of the extra 
abilities men do not have, your “wo” for 
“womb”. Men do not have a womb.

You have so much value inside of you, 
therefore transfer it to the world.

Change every seed into a product, 
change a cell into a child, change 
groceries into a delicious meal, and 
change every house into a home.

August is Women’s Month, vuka 
mfati and celebrate your abilities, vuka 
mbokodo and crush your challenges and 
every negativity with it .

God bless You.

IN Proverbs 14:1, Solomon writes; 
“Every wise woman builds her house; 
but the foolish plucks it down with her 
hands.”

There are people who believe that 
women are evil; some believe that the 
world can be a better place without them. 
These statements can be true if you do 
not consult the Word of God to give you 
direction in that regard. The scripture at 
hand reveals that building and destroying 
are both in the hands of a woman. A wise 
woman builds; the foolish one destroys. It 
means women are powerful creatures. 

A person who has the capacity to shape 
a family, community or a nation, is a 
woman. Perhaps the reason why they 
are blessed with a womb is because they 
are the only creatures who take anything 
they want, transform it and give birth 
to it again. A research that I personally 
conducted has confi rmed that most of 
those people who are known as serial 
killers and abusers are a product of a 
family that neglected them. In fact their 
mothers failed to bring about a positive 
infl uence in their lives.

To build is to give shape to something. 
Boys and men who are near visionary 
(wise) women are blessed, their lives 

will be infl uenced 
positively. 

The second thing 
is to be prudent 
(visionary), Proverbs 
22:3 confi rms it.

Our country is in 
serious economic 
troubles. Crime 
seems to thriving 
in spite of people 
trying to do away 
with it. 

My advice is that we start today to 
build our families and communities 
through empowering our women with 
God ‘s Word, so as to ensure that our next 
generation is free from all what we are 
going through now. I know of clubs and 
societies that have been formed by women 
to fi ght poverty and to prepare their loved 
ones decent funerals. The same women are 
the ones who carry the burden of raising 
children alone; they are so powerful and 
indispensable. History books are full of 
records of women who destroyed nations; 
there are also records of great tasks that 
have been accomplished by women. 

WOMEN HAVE POWER.
God bless you. 

Dr Alletah 
Magonyane. 

Queen Mpangane. 



6 Wednesday 14 August 2019

Sales Manager: Amanda on 074-950-2616 or amanda@newshorn.co.za

COMMUNITY NEWS

 Community urged not to 
tamper with bulk water

Dex Sibiya

THE Nkomazi Local Municipality 
(NLM) last week requested people not to 
tamper with bulk water pipelines to avoid 
running out of water.

This comes after residents in 
KwaMaqhekeza vowed to go on protest, 
claiming they have been without running 
water for months.

“In order to provide water to everyone 
it is very important for communities not 
to tamper with the pipelines because it 
helps pump water into the reservoirs that 
supplies water to the communities. These 
pipes fi ll the reservoir tanks with the 

water,” said  NLM spokesperson, Cyril 
Ripinga.

According to Ripinga the municipality 
has allocated more than R5 million 
towards the upgrading of the water 
treatment plant in Naas /Block C that 
supplies water to that community while 
R20m will be appropriated towards the 
water reticulation.

He acknowledged that water supply to 
some communities remains a challenge 
but the NLM intends to upgrade 
infrastructure that will help them in 
addressing the issue.

Rapinga said R2m would be designated 
to the upgrading of the raw water and 
clear water pump station in Tonga.

“In Schulzendal R6.6m will be 
designated to a water reticulation project, 
and R19.2m has been set aside for the 
construction of a reservoir and water 
reticulation in Goba. R5.8m will be 
designated for the refurbishment of bulk 
water infrastructure and water reticulation 
in Buff elspruit Water projects and R28.9m 
has been set aside towards a water 
reticulation project, two reservoirs and a 
water treatment plant at Mjejane,” Ripinga 
added.

He said a contractor was already 
on site fi xing the bulk pipeline in 
KwaMaqhekeza, which had aff ected the 
water supply.

“We have also dispatched water tankers 
to service people for the duration of 
the repairs of the bulk water pipeline,” 
Ripinga said.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Masoka Dube

THE Department of Environment, 
Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF), South 
African National Parks (SANParks) along 
with other stakeholders celebrated World 
Ranger Day last week at the Kruger 
National Park’s Kruger gate. 

The proceedings commenced at the 
Kruger Airport with Total SA & Tour-vest 
donating bullet proof vests, fuel and other 
equipment worth R4.5 million to the park 
to strengthen their fi ght against poaching. 

Thereafter the attendees participated in 
a wreath-laying ceremony. Environment, 
Forestry and Fisheries minister, Barbara 
Creecy, paid tribute to the men and 
women who gave their best to make sure 
criminals did not trouble animals in their 
natural habitat.

“Today, we honour your commitment 
and dedication to ensuring that our 
wildlife is protected. Rangers selfl essly 
don their uniform and leave a comfortable 
bed and their family to camp for days in 
the wild at the risk of being attacked by 
poachers and animals. We celebrate your 
achievements and we also mourn with you 
the passing of those who have made the 

THE monthly grants to Mpumalanga 
traditional councils (TC’s) from the 
government will be increased from R150 
000 to R300 000. 

This was announced by Mpumalanga 
Premier, Refi lwe Mtshweni-Tsipane, 
during the offi  cial opening of the 
Provincial House of Traditional Leaders in 
the legislature last week. 

The annual event was attended by the 
government offi  cials, traditional leaders, 
MECs and guests. 

“The grant is used to pay for the 
operational costs of TCs, such as salaries, 
electricity and water costs and other 
amenities,” said Mtshweni-Tsipane. 

She said the fi nancial boost was one of 
the supporting measures of government 
for traditional leadership in the province. 

“All the 60 traditional councils 
are funded, for them to host cultural 
ceremonies and annual commemorations 
for cultural preservation and social 
cohesion,” she said. 

The premier underscored the critical 
role played by Amakhosi in promoting 
cultural heritage and cited Ingwenyama 

KNP celebrates World Rangers Day

 Traditional councils receive more money

supreme sacrifi ce,” said Creecy. 
She emphasised the need for 

surrounding communities to work 
closely with the park in its eff orts to 
curb poaching. Creecy also said that the 
department would work closely with 
sister departments such as the defence 
force and SAPS to assist in fi nding 
solutions to poaching. The minister 
further congratulated the men and women 
in boots for their continuous eff orts in 
saving the endangered animals for future 
generations. KNP chief ranger, Nicholas 
Funda, told NEWSHORN that the 
equipment from Total and Tour-vest would 
go a long way and be very useful for the 
rangers in protecting the wild animals. 

“Rangers always put their lives in 
danger because they must always 
watch their back from the poachers and 
dangerous animals, however we are 
doing a very good job in cleaning inside 
the park. But we are asking the law 
enforcement and community members to 
clean the outside part,” he said. 

He further appealed to the private sector 
to keep on supporting natural conservation 
for the sake of upcoming generations and 
to always make sure that the nature is 
saved.

Makhosoke II of the Ndebele nation as 
exemplary. 

“When Ingwenyama Makhosoke II 
enrolled students to study the Ndebele 
language at the University of Venda in 
2010, it was as though he knew that the 
UN would declare 2019 as the year of 
indigenous languages. We can see these 
fruits today through the students who have 
graduated with Masters’ degrees and those 
who are now at PhD level,” the premier 
said.

She appealed to Amakhosi to push for 
an economic agenda for the benefi t of 
their communities, while she cited the 
tourism sector as an opportunity to assist 
them for economic upliftment. 

“As the custodian of our culture and 
traditions, Amakhosi have a vital role to 
play in the socio-cultural aspect of eco-
tourism as tourists become more engaged 
in the community and their culture,” 
Mtshweni-Tsipane said.

“Our people should be the main 
benefi ciaries of community eco-tourism, 
especially after the 1994 democratic 
dispensation, because of a renewed 
attention towards local cultures that are 
selling traditional handicrafts and showing 
cultural tours,” she said.

A water reservoir in Driekoppies which the 
municipality intends on completing this 
� nancial year.

KNP chief ranger, Nicholas Funda (right), the minister of Environment, Forestry and 
Fisheries, Barbara Creecy and SANParks CEO, Fundisile Mketeni (on the left).

From left, Chief Cecil Mahlangu, deputy chairperson of the Mpumalanga House of 
Traditional Leaders (HTL), Mpumalanga Co-operative Governance and Traditional A� airs 
MEC, Mandla Msibi, Premier Re� lwe Mtsweni-Tsipane and HTL provincial chairperson, 
chief Sandile Ngomani during the o�  cial opening of the house’s council last week.
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Almost 800 people 
expelled from Moz public

Sta�  Reporter

THE Mozambican government will not 
stand for corruption in its administration.

This was made clear when the Minister 
of State Administration, Carmelita 
Namashulua, announced last week that 
774 state employees were expelled 
over the past four years from the public 
administration, for a variety of off ences.

Namashulua said that, since 2015, 4 051 
disciplinary proceedings were instigated 
against public employees, resulting in 

774 expulsions from the state apparatus. 
Another 668 people were dismissed, 342 
were demoted and 1 365 were fi ned, while 
640 of those accused were given a public 
reprimand and only 264 were acquitted.

The main off ences covered in the 
disciplinary hearings were theft of public 
money and diversion of public assets, 
undue use of state property, late arrival 
at work, falsifi cation of documents and 
imposing illicit charges on members of the 
public.

The legality of administrative acts in 
the public administration was monitored, 
Namashalua said, with the holding of 
inspections of 118 public institutions, at 
central, local and municipal levels. The 
inspections, she added, made it possible 
“to note irregularities and recommend 
corrections”.

After a temporary halt to all promotion 
and career changes in the public sector, 
these administrative acts resumed, said 
the Minister, benefi ting 180 605 public 
employees, considerably more than 
the 160 000 initially planned. These 
promotions were “a clear sign of the 
government’s commitment to value the 
technical skills of state functionaries”.

Namashulua said that over the past four 
years, the government had also drawn 
up and implemented 32 plans to prevent 
and fi ght against corruption, 21 of them 
covering central state bodies  and the 
remaining 11 implemented at local level.

Masoka Dube

DROWNING deaths in Mpumalanga 
has skyrocketed says the MEC for Co-
operative Governance and Traditional 
Aff airs (COGTA) Mandla Msibi.

Several fatalities have been reported in 
the province that happened in rivers and 
dams and according to statistics released 
by COGTA, in July alone, fi ve lives were 
lost. 

One drowning took place in Vosman, 
three in a dam in Emalahleni and one in a 
river in Alkmaar outside Mbombela. 

Msibi again urged communities not to 
risk their lives by swimming in rivers and 
dams. 

“These fatalities are a serious cause 
for concern. Our people are enticed to 
swim in the local rivers and dams to 
cool themselves off , due to soaring hot 
temperatures in summer. But we have 
also observed that victims go to the 
rivers on fi shing expeditions and some 
do not fi nd their way back. We call on all 
communities not to expose themselves to 
the risk of drowning,” Msibi cautioned. 

He said the department had teamed up 
with the SAPS and municipal disaster 
management units to provide swimming 
lessons, targeting learners at schools. 

“Fatalities in the water can be 
mitigated if communities take heed of the 
precautionary measures,” he cautioned. 
“These fatalities can be prevented if 
communities take heed of precautionary 

measures. We call on parents not to 
allow their children to swim without 
supervision.” 

The department has established a 
Disaster Toll-Free number (0800 202 507) 
for people to report cases of emergencies.

Drowning fatalities in Mpumalanga 
remain a cause for grave concern

No nonsense approach: Minister of State 
Administration, Carmelita Namashulua.

The MEC for Co-operative Governance and 
Traditional A� airs, Mandla Msibi.
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THE Chief Jerry Nkosi Secondary 
School from the Nkangala region were 
crowned Mpumalanga COPA Coca-Cola 
champions in the provincial soccer fi nals 
held at KamHlushwa Stadium.

The newly crowned champions played 
to a goalless draw against Tikhontelele 
Secondary School in their fi nal match to 
earn a ticket to represent the province in 
the COPA Coca-Cola national fi nals.

Four schools will be contending 
for the national title at the fi nals that 
will be held in Durban from 18 to 21 
September.

Before reaching the fi nals, the Chief 
Jerry Nkosi Secondary School scooped 
a 2-1 victory against  Soshangane 
Secondary School and went on to defeat 
Zacheus Secondary School with the 
very same goal diff erence.

COPA Coca-Cola ambassador, Lucky 
Lekgwathi, applauded the soccer 
talent displayed by all the teams that 
participated in the competition and 
wished the champions good luck.

The school’s football tournament will 
now head to Limpopo to determine who 
will represent the province at the COPA 
Coca-Cola national fi nals.

Dex Sibiya

The soccer team from Chief Jerry Nkosi Secondary School celebrating after being crowned the Mpumalanga COPA Coca-Cola champions.

Chief Jerry Nkosi 
Secondary School 
wins COPA cup

Mpumalanga COPA Coca-Cola 
provincial � nals results:
 
Zacheus Secondary School 0-1 
Tikhontelele Secondary School; 
Soshangane Secondary School 
1-2 Chief Jerry Nkosi Secondary 
School; Tikhontelele Secondary 
School 1-1 Soshangane Secondary 
School; Zacheus Secondary School 
1-2 Chief Jerry Secondary School; 
Chief Jerry Secondary School 0-0 
Tikhontelele Secondary School; 
Soshangane Secondary School 1-0 
Zacheus Secondary School.

COPA Coca-Cola provincial 
� xture, under date, province and 
venue:

9 August, Limpopo, Northern 
Academy; 17 August, North West, 
Olympia Park Stadium; 24 August, 
KwaZulu-Natal, King Zwelithini 
Stadium; 31 August, Free State, 
Mangaung Outdoor Stadium; 7 
September, Gauteng, Mohlakeng 
Stadium and 18 to 21 September, 
national � nals at the King 
Zwelithini Stadium in KwaZulu-
Natal.


