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KNP, community 
slam proposed 
mining project 

Masoka Dube agricultural land, had  sparked interest 
and concern from business owners and 
residents alike.

A meeting was called earlier this 
month by the Nkomazi Combined 
Chamber of Commerce and Tourism 
Association and the Malalane Chamber, 
co-hosted by the Kruger Lowveld 
Chamber of Business and Tourism 
(KLCBT) to discuss the matter.

Linda Grimbeek, chief operations 
offi  cer of the KLCBT, directed the 
meeting at the Komatipoort Golf Club, 
which was attended by more than 
300 members of the community and 
business owners. 

The purpose of the meeting was 
to inform concerned citizens on the 
processes and steps surrounding the 
application and to point out the possible 
problem areas they should be aware of.

“SANParks has registered as 
an aff ected party and joins other 
stakeholders as an aff ected party and 
join other stakeholders opposing 
the application,” said SANParks 
spokesperson, Ike Phaahla.

Mpumalanga-based environmentalist, 
Jack Magongo, also condemned the 
proposed mining activities on the 
ground that it will negatively impact 
people and the environment.

Banele Mhango (16) has won the Sports Star of the Year Award at the Mpumalanga Sports 
Awards ceremony held on Sunday at the Emnotweni Arena in Nelspruit. The Lihawu High 
School learner hails from Pienaar in the Ehlanzeni District. Dubbed “The Master”, he was 
recently crowned national u/16 champion and joint African Youth champion. He also won 
a gold medal at SA Open Rapid Chess Tournament and a bronze at the SA Open Classic 
Championship. The Mpumalanga Sports Awards is a platform used by the Department of 
Culture, Sport and Recreation to honour, celebrate and reward sport excellence in the province.

Banele Mhango (16) has won the Sports Star of the Year Award at the Mpumalanga Sports 

 Chess player is Mpu sports star of the year

THE Kruger National Park (KNP) said 
it would continue to oppose a proposed 
coal mining project near Marloth Park 
in Nkomazi. A mining application by 

Manzolwandle 
Investments 
to mine coal 
in an area 
covering 
18 000 ha 
bordering 
the KNP, the 
Crocodile 
River, 

including 
several nature 

reserves 
and 
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“…The LORD God is my strength, and He will 
make my feet like hinds’ feet, and He will make 
me to walk upon mine high places.” 

Agricultural department gives 
background information

“There is more risk for both human and 
nature. The dangers associated with the 
proposed project include air pollution, 
water contamination risk, pipe 
leakage sulphur and acid waste, 
vegetation destruction, wetlands 
and indigenous herb trees 
destruction, “ he said.

Robert Davel from the 
Mpumalanga Department 
of Agriculture provided 
background information 
on the application 
and explained the 
fi ve components of 
an application; the 
Environmental Impact 
Assessment, the labour 
component, economic 
Impact and certain Land 
aff airs and Safety issues. 

The Mineral Rights Act, the Water Act, 
that of Bio Diversity, Protected Areas and 
municipal by-laws, also came into play. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Davel stated that from their experience in 
the Highveld, “farming is not good next 
to a mining operation”.

He also said it was important to look 
at the procedures the 
applicant had to follow 
after the application was 
received by the Department 
of Mineral Rights, adding 
that the project had to be 
monitored closely from 
day one.

The department would 
issue an Article 10 notice 
(this is where this process 
is right now), and then all 
interested aff ected parties 
could register, he said.

The meeting resolved 
that all concerned parties 

should register as interested 
and aff ected entities.

A verbal promise from the 
applicant was received that 

another meeting will be held after the 
documentation is made available.

The Department of Minerals and 
Resources admitted that they received 
the coal mining application from 
Manzolwandle investments. The 
company was not immediately available 
for comment. 

Service at a di� erent level SERVICE is not a given 
in this country, hardly 
so in Mpumalanga. 
But Roechell Ferreira 
of Everest Mobility 
Solutions (EMS) in 
White River proved that 
rendering excellent 
service is a choice 
when one has a client’s 
needs at heart. This 
week, on behalf of our 
advertisers and readers, 
NEWSHORN wishes to 
highlight her brilliant 
service, as well as that 
of  the sta�  of EMS 
and John Ludgrove of 
Heritage Motor Group, 
formerly known as 
Everest Van Rentals in 
Nelspruit, for the level 
of service provided on a 
continuous basis. 
Should anyone wish 
to congratulate a 
company or complain 
about service, let us 
know and we will give 
kudus to those who 
perform well and the 
opportunity to improve 
to those who do not. 
ROECHELL Ferreira 
handing over the keys 
of one of their vehicles 
to Deneys Nieuwoudt.

Farming is 
not good 
next to a 
mining 

operation

A mining application by Manzolwandle Investments to mine coal in an area covering 
18 000 ha bordering the KNP, the Crocodile River, including several nature reserves and 
agricultural land, had sparked interest and concern from business owners and residents 
alike. Should the application succeed, it could put nature in the surrounding areas into 
serious jeopardy. (Picture for illustration purposes only).
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TRAC communications manager, Solange 
Soares Nicholson.

 Hawkers warned to honour agreements
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE City of Mbombela has warned 
registered hawkers to run their operations 
as stipulated on their licenced agreements.

Municipal spokesperson, Joseph Ngala, 
told NEWSHORN last week that some 
White River-based hawkers complained 
that they were being harassed by law 
offi  cers because they were selling products 
they were not allowed to. Others were 
trading on street instead of the designated 
areas where they were placed.

Ngala has urged registered traders to 
comply to the by-laws and rules and only 
sell the products that they were registered 

to retail.
“We are asking them to follow the rules 

because those who are registered with us 
want to trade and know where to do their 
businesses, instead of barricading the 
roads. We understand they want to grow 
their businesses, but they must bear in 
mind that rules are to be followed,” said 
Ngala.

Ngala said those who have problems or 
do not understand how the by-laws work 
were welcome to get relevant information 
at the municipal offi  ces.

Some of the street traders, who asked 
to remain anonymous, claimed they were 
removed from their operational places 
by law offi  cers despite producing their 
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Sta�  Reporter

THE extensive upgrade between Belfast 
and Machadodorp on the N4 Toll Route 
is progressing well, with 14% already 
completed. 

The R400 million project commenced 
in March and will see 30km of Section 5B 
rehabilitated and upgraded to a four-lane 
carriageway. 

The entire project is expected to 
take three years to complete, and the 
contractor, WBHO Construction, has 
confi rmed that no delays or complications 
have been experienced so far. 

This is good news given that the project 
was suspended last year due to community 
unrest. However, months of negotiations 
between the eMakhazeni Local 
Municipality, Trans African Concessions 
(TRAC), SANRAL and WBHO/
Motheo JV resulted in the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
and a nod for resuming the project. In line 
with the MOU, local communities are 
benefi tting extensively from the project 
and to date 17 local small-, medium- and 
micro-enterprises have been appointed 
and 220 jobs have been created. 

Several traffi  c accommodations have 
also been implemented and will remain 
in place throughout the construction 
period. These include speed reductions, 
contrafl ows and occasional stop/go’s to 
remove old road markings. 

Road users are urged to visit TRAC’s 
website, www.tracn4.co.za, for regular 
updates to assist them to plan their trips 
accordingly. 

“TRAC prides itself on off ering quality 
road infrastructure which requires regular 
upgrades, rehabilitation and routine 
maintenance,” communications manager, 
Solange Soares Nicholson, said.

“We are aware that roadworks may 
at times cause traffi  c disruptions and 
therefore would like to thank the public 
for their patience and understanding at 
construction zones.”

Belfast-Machado 
roadworks remain 
 on track

registration cards.
“We are not allowed to grow our 

businesses by selling diff erent items as we 
are being restricted and when we apply to 
add more stuff , we are told to rent a shop, 
which we cannot aff ord. 

We don’t make enough money from the 
products we are selling. All we ask is to 
be allowed to trade in peace,” they told 
NEWSHORN.

The hawkers denied allegations that 
they were barricading the streets. 

However, they admitted that some 
people trade illegally and they also tried to 
evict them. 

This, they said, was not easy as some of 
them turned violent and attacked them.

The City of Mbombela has ordered hawkers in White River to operate legally and in line with their licences. Last week hawkers were 
reportedly harassed by law o�  cers who allegedly accused them of selling products they were not allowed to.
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Learners celebrating after receiving school shoes as Mandela Day gifts from SAFCOL.

 Marloth Park rangers reach out to children in need
Adriaan de Beer

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Masoka Dube

HAVING had a surplus supply of goods 
left over from their recent winter fair, the 
Marloth Park Honorary Rangers decided 
to put them to worthy causes.

According to Mike and Elroux Norton, 
members of the event committee, they 
were able to fi ll lucky packets for children 
at Komati Care Centre in Orlando, 
Komatipoort and Utandiwe Children’s 
Home in Malalane, which were handed 
out last Thursday in honour of Madiba 
Day. Most of the items were supplied 
by Spar and Shoprite and some cash 
donations were received as well.

They also again made special mention 
of their main sponsor at the winter fair, 
Buco, who supported them generously.

“We cannot thank the manager and staff  
of Buco enough. They are always ready 
and prepared to help when the community 
need them,” Mike said. 

Meanwhile, the balance of their initial 
stock plus a few additional donations were 
handed out at the Sitemele Activity Centre 
for the disabled in Naas on Friday.

YOUNG people who are unemployed 
should take advantage of small business 
opportunities that were available in rural 
areas, a young entrepreneur, Bennedictor 
Mhlogo, said. 

Mhlongo, who sells atchar in 
Bushbuckridge, said there were many 
small business opportunities in the rural 
areas compared to urban areas. 

“I want to share some of the lucrative 
business ideas with unemployed 
youngsters. These are not fancy but very 
rewarding. One such idea is the buy and 
sell business,” said Mhlongo.

“Buy atchar, its oil and containers, 
bottle it and sell it, as easy as that. Many 
people eat atchar and most who do not, is 
probably because they don’t know where 
to buy it. Within one or two days you will 
have your input money back with profi t 
and then you buy more stock,” he added. 

Mhlongo said starting his business was 
quite easy as his total input cost was less 
than R500. He said the money that could 

THE South African Forestry Company 

be generated from such a business could 
feed many a family and also help them to 
buy other valuables. 

But it takes hard work. “Enter every 
household in your village when you sell 
your products. Ensure that your product 
is of good quality and mouth-watering so 
that it can sell itself,” he added.

Mhlongo believes recycling is another 
way of making money.

“People need to swallow their pride and 
start collecting empty tins and other items 
for recycling. There are places all over 
South Africa where tins and other metals 
can be sold,” he added.

Many successful people today did not 
succeed because of their nine-to-fi ve jobs, 
he said, instead they worked very hard and 
swallowed their pride.

“If you want to delay your dreams and 
your progress, wake up and search for a 
job every day. The last money you are 
wasting buying fast mail envelopes, typing 
endless CVs and paying for the internet 
should have been used to buy atchar and 
change your life for the better,” concluded 
Mhlogno.

Limited (SAFCOL) donated 1050 pairs of 
school shoes to Mpumalanga schools on 
Mandela Day. 

SAFCOL also visited schools in 

 Young entrepreneur sets sound example

SAFCOL donates school shoes on Mandela Day to help eradicate poverty

Bushbuckridge-based young entrepreneur, Bennedictor Mhlogo, with one of his 
customers.

Pictured at the Komati Care Centre, for whom Shoprite also supplied a beautiful cake of Madiba, are Marietjie Poulton, the principal of 
the care centre, Clarah Jockia of Shoprite and Mike and Elroux Norton representing the Marloth Park Honorary Rangers with some of 
the children.

Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal to donate 
the schools and other goodies to the 
children from poverty stricken areas. 

The company said the project was aimed 
at restoring the dignity of learners, so they 
did not have to walk bare-foot in the cold 
winter.

“In honour of the great man that Nelson 
Mandela was, SAFCOL wanted to make a 
diff erence to some children from diff erent 
schools,” the company said in a statement. 

“The key role of this initiative was 
mainly to eradicate poverty stricken areas 
with the aid of school shoes, which are 
mostly priority towards learning, and with 
the coldness of winter the project stands 
to reach out to a lot of learners,” said 
SAFCOL. 

Most of the children were from poor 
family backgrounds, and struggled to 
buy school wear. 

To some it was a challenge of class 
attendance, especially during the ember 
of the winter season in which they had to 
go to school bare-foot, the company said. 

Besides SAFCOL fulfi lling its mandate 
to provide for the community, the project 
brought joy to many children to kick 
start their days of learning with pride and 
dignity, the statement read. 

In addition to the school shoe drive, to 
wrap up its Mandela Month activities, 
SAFCOL also offi  cially launched Wi-
Fi connection at Lundanda Primary 
School in Mahushu Trust, just outside 
Hazyview.
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Mpumalanga Hawks spokesperson, 
Captain Lucy Sekgotodi.

Woman gets 10 years 
for human tra�  cking

Masoka Dube

RESIDENTS living in areas situated 
near the South African borders must 
report human traffi  cking-related cases, 
Mpumalanga Hawks spokesperson, 
Lucy Sekgotodi, told NEWSHORN last 
week. 

Sekgotodi made this call after Judith 
Nyantumba (57) was sentenced to 10 
years imprisonment after being found 
guilty of smuggling a six-year-old 
boy from Mozambique to Ermelo in 
Mpumalanga.

Nyantumba, who was arrested by 
the Hawks Serious Organised Crime 
Investigation Unit, was exploiting the 
boy since last year by using him as a 
helper in her house without payment.

Human traffi  cking is a serious 
problem in which vulnerable people 
from neighbouring countries such as 
Mozambique, Swaziland and Lesotho 
are being lured to the country “to be 
used as slaves”. 

“We are appealing to community 
members to report such types of 
incidents when they see them happening 
in their communities. Most of these 
cases involve a situation in which 
people from foreign countries are 
being traffi  cked to be subjected to hard 
labour and other related things,” said 

Sekgotodi. 
She said the boy would be kept at a 

place of safety before being returned to his 
parents in Mozambique.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Dex Sibiya

Dex Sibiya

NINE suspected poachers were arrested 
in the Kruger National Park (KNP) in 
three days last week, in three diff erent 
sections of the park.

This happened at the time that the park 
will be celebrating the International World 
Ranger Day today (Wednesday, July 31). 

According to the KNP, Crocodile 
Bridge Section has seen three arrests with 
suspects found in possession of a heavy 
calibre hunting rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 20. 

Letaba Rangers made contact with three 
suspects who were also in possession of a 
high calibre hunting rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 22, adding to 
the number of more successful arrests in 
the park.

Tshokwane Rangers then also arrested 
three suspected poachers in possession 
of a high calibre rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 23. 

KNP said the three successful 
apprehensions were eff ected with support 
from the K9 and Airwing teams. 

It has been reported that one of the K9 
dogs in the operation went missing but 
was later found unharmed.  

“These magnifi cent animals are valuable 

THE body of a man found last week 
at a dumping site in Mjejane has been 
identifi ed as that of Hennie de Beer (56), 
from Machadodorp.

Komatipoort spokesperson, sergeant 
Natacia Mbuyane, said the victim 
sustained multiple stab wounds to his head 
and body. 

“He was found half naked and had 
injuries on his head. We are suspecting 
that a panga was used to hit him on the 
head that caused the injuries. An inquest 
has been opened and the police are 
investigating the circumstances that led to 
his death,” Mbuyane said. 

She said friends and relatives of de Beer 
positively identifi ed his body at the Tonga 
Hospital. 

According to Mbuyane relatives said 
they last saw De Beer on the afternoon of 
July 19.

She added that the police are 
investigating the possibility that De Beer 
has been hijacked before being killed. 
However, this cannot be confi rmed yet as 
the investigation into his death continues. 

She called on the community to help the 

THE spokesperson for the police at 
Komatipoort, Sgt Natacia Mbuyane, has 
warned residents of Mjejane that house 
robberies and vehicle theft are on the rise 
again.

Speaking to NEWSHORN, Mbuyane 
said two suspects were arrested last week 
for the theft of a Toyota Fortuner.

People are warned to be vigilant in the 
Nkomazi and Mbombela areas.

“Six male suspects ambushed a young 
girl who was going outside to the toilet 
and forced her back into the house, where 
they found the girl’s parents sitting in the 
lounge. They then demanded the keys to 
the vehicles parked outside,” Mbuyane 
said. According to Mbuyane, the suspects 
were told that only one vehicle was in 

 Rangers nab 9 suspected poachers

 Machadodorp man’s body found

 Vehicle theft spikes again in Mjejane

and have become a big game-changer in 
the anti-poaching campaign. 

They are part of the Rangers Corps 
family and contribute to the success rate 
of arrests in the anti-poaching campaign,” 
said Glenn Phillips, the KNP managing 
executive. 

Philips has expressed his appreciation 
of the hard work that was done by the 
rangers, police, Airwing and K9 units. 

“We are proud of their achievements 
in the recent past; we salute their 
commitment and bravery to this campaign. 
We are happy that it (the dog) was found 
unharmed even though it was dehydrated 
and drained,” said Philips. 

Meanwhile, rangers in the Vlakteplaas 
Section have made a grim discovery of 
the carcasses of 119 vultures next to a 
poached buff alo. 

Initial indications are that meat was 
taken from the buff alo by the poachers, 
who then laced the remainder with poison, 
which killed 117 white-backed vultures, 
one hooded vulture and a white-headed 
vulture.

The incident is being investigated by 
the Park offi  cials in co-operation with 
Mozambican offi  cials, said Philips. “Two 
of the vulture carcasses are being probed 
to establish the type of poison that was 
used to kill the birds.”

police in determining the reason for this 
murder.

“If you saw or noticed anything near 
the dumping site on the weekend of 20 
July, please don’t hesitate to report the 
information to the Komatipoort Police 
Station or by calling the Crime Stop 
number at 08600 10111, Mbuyane said.

working condition.
“The suspects then took groceries and 

other belongings and fl ed in the Fortuner. 
They were followed by another car,” 
Mbuyane said.

A vehicle tracking service provider 
partnered with the police and managed to 
intercept the vehicle in Naas.

Two suspects were still inside the 
Toyota Fortuner and arrested, while the 
other four managed to fl ee on foot. Police 
found various fi rearms inside the vehicle.

Mbuyane urged owners of double-cab 
bakkies to be on high alert and encouraged 
all vehicle owners to be extra cautious 
when driving.

“Make sure you are not being followed 
and if you are being followed, drive to the 
nearest police station if possible or drive 
around for as long as you can,” Mbuyane 
said.

The spokesperson for the police at 
Komatipoort, sergeant Natacia Mbuyane.
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DIE lewe stoom voort en wag vir 
niemand nie.

Daarmee saam kom die gewone 
daaglikse bekommernisse en tye raak al 
moeiliker, ons dink terug aan vroeër dae 
en sê so graag: “die oud ae was beter”. 
Ek hoor baie mense sê die druk is vandag 
groter is as ooit tevore, en min mense sien 
regtig lig in die tonnel.

Baie mense is ongemaklik met die 
regering van die dag, met die ekonomie, 
met bedrog en misdaad wat heers en 
daarom verlang ons terug na dit wat 
voorheen was. Maar, dit is niks nuut nie. 

In Prediker sê Salomo; “daar is niks 
nuut nie, alles wat is, was reeds gewees.” 
Dus, alles wat nou gebeur, het al vroeër 
gebeur. 

Ons word vasgevang in omstandighede 
en verlang terug, maar eintlik is dit 
nie regtig die rede hoekom ons voel 
soos ons voel nie. Dit is eerder omdat 
die gemiddelde persoon nie hou 
van verandering nie, want dit bring 
onsekerheid.

Klaagliedere 5 wys vir ons dat die 
verlede homself herhaal. Maar soms 
wonder ek of dit wel die geval is? Raak 
die wêreld al hoe slegter en slegter? Of 
kom daar darem beter tye tussenin? Is dit 
dan regtig so sleg, of is dit net hoe ons 
reageer op omstandighede? 

Nog ‘n groter vraag is: Waar is die 
Here in hierdie prentjie? Die antwoord op 
hierdie vraag is eenvoudig. God is steeds 
op Sy troon, en Hy heers nog steeds oor 
die heelal, en Hy is nog steeds ten volle in 
beheer, en Hy het nog steeds nie van ons 
vergeet nie.

In Klaagliedere 3 : 31-33 staan 

geskrywe; “Die Here verstoot ‘n mens 
nie vir altyd nie; as Hy beproewing oor ‘n 
mens gebring het, ontferm Hy Hom weer, 
want sy liefde is groot: dit is teen sy sin 
dat Hy mense in ellende en beproewing 
bring.”

Al is jou situasie ook hoe sleg, vertrou 
op ‘n God wat jou omstandighede in ‘n 
oogwink kan verander. Baie mense kan 
daarvan getuig. 

Ek is seker elkeen van ons ken iemand 
wat van die ashoop opgestaan het. Ten 
spyte van hulle verlede, trauma, rampe, 
siekte en wat ookal, is steeds niks buite 
God se beheer nie, al tree ons so dikwels 
buite S y wil op.

Staan vas, vertrou op Hom, bid en glo 
en Hy sal jou pad verander.

SHALOM

God is en bly in beheer
Evangelis Adriaan de Beer

Adriaan de Beer. 
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admin@lowveldhigh.org.za
bouwern@lowveldhigh.org.za

19 Figtree Street, Westacres
Nelspruit,1201

013 741 1041

013 741 1537 (FAX)

#LIVE, WORK, PLAY

YOU cannot go to church on Sunday 
and expect to receive everything that you 
need for your spiritual nourishment in one 
hour. 

You can hardly expect to be physically 
nourished by eating lunch today and not 
eating again until next Sunday. We must 
eat the Word of God every day, constantly, 
in order to grow.

This is why God gave to us the Holy 
Spirit, to teach us individually and guide 
us to all the truth.

If you do not study on your own, you 
will never know if what I am preaching is 
correct. If you do not study on your own 

you will never grow. 
Faith comes by 

hearing the Word. 
But growth comes 
by reading it and 
exercising your faith 
by prayer, by testing 
and by exercising 
your spiritual gifts 
that God has given 
to you. Also, by 
fellowship with 
others in the church 
and by works. (No 
one can do these 

Finishing your course on earth
Pastor Ralph Mpangane (079 642 7261)Pastor Dr Linda (Zion Apostolic Church of South Africa)

Meditate on the word of God
things for you!)

We stress ALL THE TIME about the 
importance of personal devotional time, 
the importance of taking notes so that 
you can study what is being said, and for 
meditation. 

Also important is attending Bible 
studies that the church off ers for your own 
personal enrichment.

If you are not growing in the Word, you 
have no one to blame but yourself.

There are several ways to receive the 
Word of God and each one of them has a 
distinct function.

In 2 Timothy 4:2 the apostle Paul writes: 
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuff ering and doctrine.” 

Thus, the preacher is encouraged to 
be ready at all times. To be ready at an 
instant, at any moment God is going to use 
him to speak to someone in need.

This is because the preached Word is 
designed to speak to the person about 
the exact problem that they are going 
through. It is a word that exhorts, reproves 
and rebukes. If you are feeling down, it 
exhorts you; if you are doing something 
wrong, it reproves you; if you are sinning, 
it rebukes you. 

2 TIMOTHY 4:6-7
LIFE is an art, living it without the skills 

required can serve as one of the greatest 
frustrations ever. 

Some people try to come up with their 
way of living but all their experiments 
yield no results. The Bible had revealed 
where a man comes from, his aim for 
living and his destination.

One of the biggest tasks that we have 
as human beings is to discover our God-
given assignment and accomplish it.

If you can stop running after money 
and pursue what you have been born to 
do, then peace, joy, and fulfi llment can 
confi rm that you are aligned to God‘s 
principles and direction for your life. 

We came packaged with talents, gifts 
and abilities, our job is to unearth those 
and serve our world. No institution 
can supply you with a gift or talent; 
all schools, including universities, are 
mending to help individuals to discover 
who they are and what they can do.

Every assignment given to individuals 
has in it money, help for others and your 
legacy. Without it there is no life.

God said to Jeremiah, “Before you 
were conceived in your mother’s womb, I 
knew you. Before you were born I set you 
apart, I appointed you as a prophet to the 
nations”. It means all of us are appointed 
by God to come and deliver something on 
this planet.

In the scripture quoted above; Paul 

is revealing that 
his assignment is 
completed and he is 
ready to leave this 
planet. How far are 
you with your task? 
Or maybe you have 
not yet discovered 
it?

Moses came to 
deliver the children 
of Israel out of 
bondage; Joshua 
came to take them 
into the promised 
land. Paul was here 
to take the gospel 
to the gentiles, 
Solomon was born to build God‘s temple. 
So, why were you born?

Finding your purpose for living is 
not optional, it has to happen. Why? 2 
Corinthians 5:10 says; “For we all must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ 
that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he has done, 
whether it be good or bad ”. 

Remember, if you can fi nd who you are 
and the assignment that you execute, and 
accomplish that, then you can go and be 
with the LORD. You will stand before the 
throne of God and hear the Lord say to 
you, “WELL DONE”.

GOD BLESS YOU.

Pastor Dr Linda. 
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ENTERTAINMENT

in partnership with Indian
  and Italian Universities
in partner

Apply Now

  To Study

in IN
DIA &

     
ITALY

IT’S TIME TO STUDY IN ITALY & INDIA

Agri’s Got Talent singing 
star from Nelspruit

Sta�  Reporter

THE citrus industry in Mpumalanga 
has a fi nalist in Agri’s Got Talent 
(AGT), the singing competition 
supported by the fruit and wine 
industries. 

Nonkululeko Sambo is a 23-year-old 
from Delmas who began working at 
KMI Farming in Nelspruit as a general 
worker. 

She has a qualifi cation in Agricultural 
Extension and Rural Development, and 
was given an opportunity to learn about 
the day-to-day running of the farm as an 
intern. 

Sambo comes from a family of 
singers and began singing at a very 
young age; she sings in her church and 
is actively involved in her community. 

Nonkululeko, who was encouraged 
by her friends, who were amazed by her 
singing voice, to enter AGT, said she 
also entered because she wanted to gain 
more confi dence. 

She loves all genres of music, but is 
especially fond of afro-pop. 

Sambo will represent the citrus 
industry at the gala evening, where 
she will be competing with nine other 
fi nalists. The gala evening is on Friday, 
2 August, at the Lord Charles Hotel in 
Soemerset West.

Tickets are available at Computicket.
Nonkululeko Sambo is a � nalist in the Agri’s 
Got Talent competition. 

Sta�  Reporter

Adriaan de Beer

THE Nelspruit Mbombela Hospitality 
Trade Show is set to take place on 
Tuesday at the Emnotweni Arena.  

The doors will open at 10am until 5pm 
and admission is free.  

There are already 51 stalls confi rmed, 
which will showcase interesting products 
and services to the hospitality industry. 
This off ers an opportunity to fi nd out what 
is new and meet alternative suppliers in 
several categories of service.  

There will be talks throughout the day 
covering a wide range of topics including 
two chef’s demonstrations, simplifying 
environmental management, housekeeping 
in high gear, alternative pest control, and 
we will hear about the latest trends and 
décor.  

Lucky draw prizes will be drawn 
throughout the day.  Once visitors have 

SOUTH Africa has nine provinces, 
each with its own unique off erings as 
far as wildlife and nature is concerned, 
but probably none as unusual as in 
Mpumalanga.

The Sunrise Province boasts some 
rather unusual wildlife discoveries, as 
some say; “Mpumalanga is commonly 
known as the home of the Kruger 
National Park”, but did you know about 
the province’s list of top ten unexpected 
discoveries?

According to Jonathan Hattingh, 
executive assistant at the Kruger 
Lowveld Chamber of Business, a 
division of the Kruger Lowveld Chamber 
of Business and Tourism (KLCBT), few 
people living in or visiting Mpumalanga 
are au fait with the extraordinary wildlife 
the province puts on display.

Readers may contact him on 013 755 
1988 or visit the KLCBT’s website at 
www.klcbt.co.za for more information 
about these areas.

Here are the top ten:
• Jane Goodall Chimp Eden Sanctuary 

– visit this famous and encouragingly-
responsible sanctuary to watch the 
healthy, happy rescue chimps roam, 
swing, scavenge, squabble and scrap in 
their spacious, forested enclosures.

• Wakkerstroom and nearby 
Chrissiesmeer off er the largest 
populations of endangered bird species 
in the country. In addition to many water 
birds – yes, including startlingly pink 
fl amingos – the keen birder might be 
able to tick some tricky boxes, such as 
Rudd’s Lark, Botha’s Lark and the Blue 
Korhaan.

• Secunda – more than 100 servals 
roam free in the vicinity of the vast 
Sasol fuel plant, making this the highest 
density serval population in the world. 
These glorious creatures feed on the 
prolifi c local rodent population and are 
surprisingly habituated, but far from 
tame.

• Blyde River Canyon – cruise the 
Blyderivierspoort Dam from Swadini 
and check out the tufa waterfalls. You 
might even get to see rare samango 
monkeys, but hippos and crocs are 
abound. Birdlife includes the African 

 Great day for hospitality trade and 
food fundi’s at Emnotweni Arena

Mpumalanga’s top ten unusual 
wildlife areas are world beaters

registered at the door, they will be 
automatically entered into the lucky draw. 
The computer will draw a random number 
from the registration list every time and 
winners will have to be present to receive 
their prizes.  

These include Kruger Park safaris, 
spa vouchers, several hampers, purchase 
vouchers, loyalty cards, a movie dinner 
and overnight combo, free basic website 
or half price on a VOIP installation and a 
fancy coff ee machine.  

But wait, this is only the beginning!
You can network, test and taste away 

for the whole day.  At 5.30pm the cocktail 
evening will be opened.  Entry to this is 
R100 for KLCBT members and R150 for 
non-members. It will be held next to the 
exhibition hall in the glass bar area.  

This will be an opportunity to network 
with other people from the hospitality 
industry and the exhibitors – and a good 
excuse to party!

Crowned and African Fish Eagle, 
African Finfoot and White-backed Night 
Heron.

• White River Nature Reserve – Aloe 
simii is endemic to this lovely 21 
hectare haven, where marsh mongoose, 
porcupine and spotted genet also live in 
peaceful coexistence, right next to the 
attractive little country town.

• Manyeleti Game Reserve off ers 
aff ordable, unexpected exclusivity. 
Over 23 000 hectares unfenced reserve 
from the Greater Kruger area with the 
Big Five and all other wildlife, but the 
freedom to do your own thing, or join a 
guide and camp, caravan or even self-
catering. Manyeleti means “place of 
stars”.

• Peddlars Bush and Saddleback 
Pass – again, for the birders, Peddlars 
Bush off ers uncommon species such as 
Knysna Turaco, Narina Trogon and Bush 
Blackcap. En route lies Saddleback Pass, 
a tiny patch of indigenous forest wedged 
between vast timber plantations, where 
among the rock-strewn, protea-rich 
hillsides, specials such as Cape Rock 
Thrush and Jackal Buzzard may be seen.  

• The extensive Loskop Dam is a 
massive 30km long and boasts a wide 
range of fi sh species including carp, 
bream, yellowfi sh and catfi sh as well 
as some rare mammals. These include 
eland, blesbok and white rhino as well as 
wildebeest, zebra and giraff e.

• Kaapschehoop – wild horses should 
drag you here, and so should the lovely 
nature walks, wild mushrooms in 
the pine forests. In winter, the rocky 
escarpment brightens up with thousands 
of fl owering aloes attracting the endemic 
Gurney’s Sugarbird and Malachite 
Sunbird. Sadly, the Blue Swallow, 
for which the area was renowned, no 
longer nests there, but birders will fi nd 
numerous other unusual species.

• The Kruger National Park – to leave 
it out would be totally unexpected, 
wouldn’t it? This huge and dynamic 
habitat is home, among other thrills, to 
over 1000 leopards, 1500 lions, 17000 
elephants and 170 000 impala, among 
the 148 mammal species to be seen in 
the two million hectare expanse. Not to 
mention 505 bird species, 25 amphibians 
and 118 diff erent types of reptile... and 
of course, it is one of the world’s fi nest 
and best-managed conservation areas.
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No special bene� ts for top 
eSwatini o�  cials

ESWATINI / INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Sta�  Reporter

WITCH doctors will not be allowed 
to compete against each after the 
government stepped in and stopped a 
competition.

It was to be held in Manzini, but 
government spokesperson Percy 
Simelane  called the idea “an anomaly 
to people in eSwatini.”

In the country, the Witchcraft Act 
of 1889 names voodoo, sorcery and 
witchcraft (also named magic spells), 
as punishable off enses. 

However, these practices are still 
rife, especially in rural areas where 
the population is not educated and 
informed. The country, with its more 
than one million citizens, follow 
Christian teachings and other, less 
damaging, indigenous beliefs.

In a strong statement, the 
government condemned the 
competition and said the people of 
eSwatini will not be exposed to these 
illegal practises. 

The previous king, Sobhuza II, 
allegedly allowed magic, but King 

Magic skills competition disallowed

Sta�  Reporter

THE spokesperson of Mozambique´s 
National Elections Commission (CNE), 
Paulo Cuinica, said his department needed 
$128 million (R1 779 168 000) to cover 
the defi cit needed to fund this year´s 
general elections that would take place on 
15 October.

The general polls will comprise 
presidential and parliamentary elections 
alongside, for the fi rst time, the indirect 
election of provincial governors. 

According to Cuinica, with only three 
months until the elections, the government 
has less than the money required. He said 

 Moz seeks $128m to fund elections
the funds available represented 44 percent 
of the $245 needed for the entire process. 

“The funds are needed for the 
production of election material, the supply 
of equipment, and staff  training and at 
the moment we have a defi cit of $128m, 
Cuinica said last Friday.

Despite this, Cuinica argued that 
“the conditions are being created in all 
provinces, with the electoral bodies 
developing strategies to deal with the 
situation in co-ordination with the other 
partners involved in the process”. 

Voter registration took place in the 
districts not lying within municipalities 
between 1 April and 15 May. - 

(Source: APA).

Sta�  Reporter

IN a move from which South Africa 
could learn, spending by government 
offi  cials in eSwatini was still being 
curbed.

In an eff ort to control spending, new 
cars and fl ying fi rst class are now passé 
as the economy battles to grow. The 
spend-as-little-money-on-luxuries drive 
is still going strong, after Prime Minister, 
Ambrose Dlamini, instituted it earlier this 
year.

Dlamini, at the time of his appointment 
by King Mswati III, said all senior 
offi  cials including himself “will no longer 
travel fi rst class but in business class 
when fl ying on national duties”. All other 
government servants will sit with the 
bourgeoisie in economy class. Dlamini 
still drives his predecessor’s old car.

The World Bank said eSwatini’s Gross 
Domestic Product was expected to 
contract by -0.6% during 2019, mainly as 
a result of “worsening fi scal challenges 
and government’s fi scal consolidation 
eff orts”. Governmental revenue drives 
had not ensured additional income and 
expenditure rose.

eSwatini, which has close economic 
ties with South Africa, is regularly being 
critised by the international community, 
which alleged that the government stifl es 

dissent, jails its opponents and denies 
workers’ rights. 

King Mswati denied a “witchcraft 
competition” in his country.

Prime Minister, Ambrose Dlamini, put paid 
to excessive government ex penditure.

INTERNATIONAL BRIEFS
Cost of visas triples, resident permits 
almost double  in Mozambique

EXPATS are fi nding their way back to 
home country in Mozambique, but it will 
cost them a pretty penny. 

Identifi cation and permanent residency 
documents will now cost twice as much 
and certain visas, even three times more.

US to resume death penalty use
THE US Justice Department has 

authorised and scheduled the execution 
of fi ve death row prisoners. 

The executions are the fi rst such 
federal cases in 16 years, following long-
term shortage of the drugs needed to 
carry out the sentence. 

The resumption is the result of a 
process initiated by President Donald 
Trump and Jeff  Sessions to examine how 
to kick- start federal death penalties once 
more.

Kenya’s fi nance minister arrested 
KENYAN Finance Minister, Henry 

Rotich, has been arrested on allegations 
of corruption. 

Rotich is believed to have been 
involved in the misuse of funds in 
two dam-related construction projects 
overseen by Italy’s CMC Di Ravenna. 

The arrest of a sitting minister is 
unprecedented in Kenya. 

Trump sues to block tax returns
PRESIDENT Donald Trump took the 

House Democrats to court to prevent 
New York State from releasing his tax 
returns. 

US presidents are not required to 
disclose their tax information. Trump 
would be the fi rst president since Richard 
Nixon not to.

Nike shoes auction for record sum
A 1972 pair of shoes have sold on 

auction for $437,500 (R6 150 484) last 
week. In the shoe’s defence, they were 
one of the original pairs of Nike “Moon 
Shoes” to ever go on sale. 

The sale was part of an auction by 
Sotheby’s. Ninety nine other items were 
all purchased in a single go for $850 000 
from a Canadian car collector. 

Quote of the week
“MY chances of becoming the leader 

of the UK are about as good as the 
chances of fi nding Elvis on Mars, or my 
being reincarnated as an olive.” - Boris 
Johnson

Boeing feels the sting after $3bn loss 
BOEING has recorded a mammoth 

$3 billion (R42.2bn) second quarter 
loss. Ongoing problems faced by the 
grounding of the 737 MAX and a delay 
of its new 777X widebody model have 
combined for a rather poor second 
quarter. Boeing shares also fell 1% in 
premarket trading.

(Source: Daily Maverick).

Mswati is said to be against it.
According to the organisers, prophets, 

witch doctors and healers from around the 
world would have attended.
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 Solidarity kicks o�  tax 
protest campaign

Sta�  Reporter

THE Solidarity NetWork announced 
that it would kick-off  a comprehensive and 
lawful tax protest campaign this week. 

This protest includes at least six legal 
actions against state enterprises and tax 
plunderers. 

The actions include, among others, an 
application for business rescue of SAA. 
According to Solidarity, the SAA case 
would be the most signifi cant tax case in 
South Africa as yet.

“It is time that taxpayers turn to active 
and lawful tax protest. South Africa 
must discover the power of tax activism. 
We have already had a taste of it with 
the E-toll protest. Tax protest does not 
have to include the withholding of tax. 
Taxpayers can unite across traditional 
barriers, making use of legal instruments 
to call the state and tax plunderers 
to account,” Solidarity chief 
operating offi  cer, Dr Dirk 
Hermann, said.

Solidarity on Friday 
also served urgent 
court papers on the 
struggling arms 
manufacturer, Denel, 
to force it to pay 
the unemployment 
insurance and tax 
contributions it 
had deducted from 
employees to where 
it is due. It also started a 
process in terms of section 
165 of the Companies Act 
to have mismanagement and 
corruption perpetrated by 
former Denel directors investigated with a 
view to their possible prosecution.

A similar section 165 process will be 
followed in collaboration with Sakeliga in 
respect of Eskom. This may have major 
implications for former Eskom directors 
such as Brian Molefe. 

Similar applications against other 
directors at other state-owned enterprises 
may follow.

Solidarity will also request advocate 
Gerrie Nel of AfriForum’s Private 
Prosecution Unit to institute a private 
prosecution process against Molefe. 

This comes after the National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA) has not yet 
taken any steps against Molefe following 
Solidarity’s fraud charges against him. 

Solidarity and Molefe will also soon 
meet in the Constitutional Court about 
monies owed to Solidarity after the court 

had found in favour of Solidarity that 
Molefe had enriched him unlawfully 
from Eskom’s pension fund. 

Solidarity also obtained an order as 
to costs against Hlaudi Motsoeneng, 
former SABC COO, after a court ruling 
in favour of the SABC 8. The fi ght 
against Motsoeneng was taken to the 
Constitutional Court and excepting R20 
000, all Solidarity’s money was repaid by 
Motsoeneng.

 The biggest case will be an application 
of business rescue against SAA and the 
Minister of Public Enterprises, Pravin 
Gordhan. Approximately one year ago, 
Solidarity wanted to bring the same case 
against SAA, but SAA’s former CEO, 
Vuyani Jarana, made several promises to 
Solidarity.

“However, these promises have not 
been met and Jarana has left. We must 
protect sustainable work at SAA. We 

saw at Denel what happens 
to employees if the wait 

on a business rescue 
application is too long,” 

Hermann said.
“This will be the 

fi rst time that a 
business rescue 
application is 
brought against 
a state enterprise. 
This is one of the 

most drastic actions 
taxpayers are taking to 

protect their tax money. 
The work of our members 

and taxpayers’ money in 
SAA is too valuable to allow 
the airline to crash down,” 
Hermann added.

Solidarity plans to mobilise thousands 
of taxpayers to get involved with the tax 
protest and to collect millions of Rands 
through crowd funding. 

A special webpage was created on 
www.solidariteit.co.za.

According to Hermann, taxpayers 
underestimate their power. The state is 
not working with its own money, but with 
the money of taxpayers. 

Elections were not the only way the 
state could be held accountable, he said. 
There are several legal instruments 
that can be utilised and it is not 
disloyal to utilise legal instruments for 
accountability. “In fact, it is loyal to 
taxpayers and ordinary South Africans, 
rich and poor, black and white who 
expects good infrastructure and services 
from the State, and who are entitled 
to it.”

Solidarity chief operating 
o�  cer, dr Dirk Hermann.

Former President Jacob Zuma.

Sta�  Reporter

THE Presidency has come out to 
clarify that the removal of former 
President Jacob Zuma from offi  ce was 
a decision of the ANC’s NEC and not a 
culmination of a plot. 

Zuma said last week that his admission 
that he met with opposition leaders to 
discuss a motion of no confi dence in him 
in 2018 were part of a plot by intelligence 
agencies to get rid of him. 

When he appeared before the state 
capture commission last week, he 

Presidency slams Zuma ousting plot claims
claimed his removal from offi  ce 
as president was part of a plan 
by foreign and local agencies to 
assassinate his character and get rid 
of him. 

But President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
spokesperson in the ANC, Sibongile 
Besani, said last Thursday that the 
decision to force Zuma out of offi  ce 
was simply a party decision. 

“The recall of Zuma is not a 
product of a plot from where we 
stand as the ANC, it’s a product of 
an internal debate within the ANC 
itself.” (Source: Eyewitness News).

to call the state and tax plunderers 
to account,” Solidarity chief 
operating offi  cer, Dr Dirk 

Solidarity on Friday 

it is due. It also started a 
process in terms of section 
165 of the Companies Act 

saw at Denel what happens 
to employees if the wait 

on a business rescue 
application is too long,” 

Hermann said.

fi rst time that a 
business rescue 

brought against 
a state enterprise. 
This is one of the 

most drastic actions 
taxpayers are taking to 

protect their tax money. 
The work of our members 

and taxpayers’ money in 
SAA is too valuable to allow 

Solidarity chief operating 

NATIONAL BRIEFS
Mboweni confi rms R59-billion bailout 
for Eskom 

We mentioned it on Monday, but 
Finance Minister Tito Mboweni 
confi rmed today that Eskom would 
receive an additional R59-billion until 
2021. Mboweni presented the bill to 
the House today while also stating that 
his ministry was “facing a very serious 
fi nancial situation”. The economic 
chickens of the Zuma years, it seems, are 
fi nally coming home to roost.

Progress in SANDF headscarf issue 
There is a possible determination 

underway that may allow female Muslim 
servicewomen in the SANDF to wear 
headscarves. The interim relief has not 

yet been approved by the SANDF, but 
there does seem to be some open-minded 
progress towards a resolution. The issue 
of the wearing of hijab in the SANDF 
came to the fore after Major Fatima 
Isaacs allegedly refused an order to 
remove hers.

ANC leaders slain in Limpopo 
Valtyn Kekana, 54, and Alf Kanyane, 

32, have been killed in what is believed 
to be ongoing in-fi ghting in Limpopo. 
Kekana and Kanyane were believed to 
have been actively involved in rooting 
out corruption within their ANC-held 
regions. Provincial spokesperson Donald 
Selamolela has indicated that their deaths 
were possibly politically motivated.
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Mpumalanga 
MEC for the 
Department 
of Agriculture, 
Rural 
Development, 
Land and 
Environmental 
A� airs, Vusi 
Shongwe and 
Environment, 
Forestry and 
Fisheries 
Minister, 
Barbara Creecy, 
planted a tree 
at one of the 
schools in 
Sheepsmoor 
outside 
Ermelo during 
Mandela Day. 
On the next 
picture they 
are seen with 
some of the 
school sta� .

Trudie Grove-Morgan from the Millennium 
Home of Hope receives the Mandela 
Day gifts from ARB Electrical Wholesalers 
Nelspruit branch manager, Leon Alkers.

The Working on Fire Lefpa team � re� ghters 
hard at work during a clean-up campaign 
at Msholozi Park as part of Mandela Day.

Masoka Dube

Masoka Dube

Masoka Dube

ARB Electrical Wholesalers in Nelspruit 
commemorated Mandela Day by donating 
R8000 in valuables to the transition home, 
Millennium Home of Hope, in White 
River.

The home is a non-profi t organisation 
taking care of 18 children who do not have 
parents or families.

The centre’s management has thanked 
ARB Nelspruit branch manager, Leon 
Alkers, for their generous contribution.  

“On behalf of the centre, I would like 
to thank ARB for lending a helping hand. 
The home depends on the community to 
keep going and is struggling to survive 
since its founding father, Michael 
Joseph Barrette, died last year,” said the 
chairperson, Trudie Grove-Morgan.

“He was from overseas; and the 
generous contributions from there have 
declined since his death,” she said. 
“Companies and individuals are urged to 
donate whatever they think will be useful 
to the children, some of whom are still in 
diapers and others in tertiary school.”

She said the centre was playing a 
parental role to all the children as some 
needed transport fees to  school and others 
needed to be transported to day care 
centres and primary schools. “Currently, 
we have one bakkie that we use but it 
requires fuel, which is a high expense for 
us.”

Most of the children were brought to 
the centre by the police and community 
members, while some were left unattended 

PENREACH College has celebrated 
Mandela Day by organising an event 
in which the public was encouraged to 
donate books, toys, sporting equipment 
and other related material. 

The event was held at the Riverside 
Mall in Nelspruit. 

“We wanted people to support the Early 
Childhood Development programme 
(ECD) this Mandela Day by donating a 

THE Mpumalanga Working on Fire 
(WOF) teams spread their eff orts across 
the province to participate in various 
activities on Mandela Day.

The Ermelo team visited the Ermelo 
Activity Centre for the Disabled on the 
day and resurrected the centre’s vegetable 
garden with the aim to enable it to use the 
produce for their own consumption.

ARB Electrical Wholesalers 
takes destitute children to heart

Penreach College books project 
promotes literate South Africa  

 Mpumalanga � re� ghters burn calories 

to at local hospitals such as Themba 
Hospital.

“Another problem we are facing is the 
fact that our government grant is delayed 
from time to time, which in eff ect causes 
a problem for our employees and also, our 
children get stranded as their social grant 
is not enough to cover their basic needs.”

Alkers also got his hands dirty when he 
joined Howard Mbuyane (from ARB) in 
cleaning the playground. 

For your generous contributions please 
contact the Millennium Home of Hope  at 
013-750-1454.

book, educational toys, any used or new 
toys or sporting equipment,” the college 
said in a statement.  

“People could also purchase a pack of 
67 books for just R200, which will be 
donated to various Penreach benefi ciaries 
in their books-in-the-home drive, creating 
a literate South Africa,” the college said.  

There were various displays and 
collection points, which included a toy 
library, puppet- and book display (at the 
ECD reading corner), a lego station and 
book sale station.

The Lefpa team joined various 
organisations, led by the Inkomati-Usuthu 
Catchment Agency and participated in a 
clean-up campaign at Msholozi Park in 
Nelspruit. 

The group was promoting and educating 
the masses on recycling, which in 
turn reduces pollution and creates job 
opportunities.

The Balfour team joined the Department 
of Social Development in Groenvlei and 
added a sturdy roof to a family’s house to 
protect the family from the elements. 

“The Dullstroom team also did their part 
by cleaning up the streets of Dullstroom 
and the Injaka team cleaned the 
premises of Dilayi Primary School at the 
Mphenyatsatsi Village on Mandela Day,” 
said WOF spokesperson, Amanda Mbatha.

She said the Mayfl ower team joined 
the Department of Agriculture, Land 
Administration and Environmental Aff airs 
at the BEE Maseko Secondary School 
in Sheepmoor, where they repainted the 
school.

At the same time, the Mlambongwane 
team and Communications Cluster of 
WOF joined the City of Mbombela 
in Gutshwa, in a clean-up campaign, 
she said. The team also visited several 
dumping sites around the rural 
community, near Kabokweni, she added.

 Minister donates school desks 
made of recycled material

Masoka Dube

THE Environment, Forestry and 
Fisheries Minister, Barbara Creecy, has 
called on residents of Sheepsmoor outside 
Ermelo to ensure that schooling in the area 
run smoothly. 

Creecy was addressing community 
members at a local community hall to 
commemorate Mandela Day earlier this 
month. 

The minister was accompanied by Vusi 
Shongwe, the MEC for Mpumalanga 
Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Aff airs and offi  cials from the local 
municipality.

Creecy complained about the increase of 
vandalism at schools, teenage pregnancies, 
substance abuse and bullying that are said 
to be happening at schools in the area. 
She urged parents to play their part in 
ensuring that their children behave in a 
good manner.  

“Maintaining good behaviour of our 
children does not start and end with 
educators at schools, it is the responsibility 
of parents and the community in which 
these kids live. Teaching morals should 
start at home, where these kids come 
from”,” said Creecy. 

Creecy also donated a number of 
items, including school desks made 
from recycled materials, school shoes, 
garden tools and indigenous fruit trees 
before planting seedling in a backyard 
garden. She then lend a hand at paintng 
classrooms at Thwahlele Primary School 
and BEE Maseko Secondary School. 

“The backyard garden will come in 
handy in augmenting the learners’ feeding 
scheme. We thank the minister for sticking 
to her promises to again come to this 
area to contribute towards changing the 
lives and uplifting the standard at the 
local schools, one of which now boasts 
dignifi ed toilets, replacing the old pit 
latrines. This is what Mandela stood for,” 
said Shongwe. 
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Bergvlam’s u/16 team after beating Frans du Toit High School 28-17 in Phalaborwa. (PHOTO: Hennie Human).

Afrigter van wêreld-gehalte, DP 
Badenhorst van NHS, gaan die SA span 
help afrig by die Afrika Spele.

Adriaan de Beer

DIE Hoërskool Nelspruit is met reg trots 
op die skool se atletiek-sportspesialis, DP 
Badenhorst, wat as een van afrigters vir 
die SA span gekies is wat aan die Afrika 
Spele gaan deelneem.

Terwyl ‘n span van 153 atlete en 
afrigters Suid-Afrika by vanjaar se Afrika 
Spele in Morokko gaan verteenwoordig, is 
die gewilde afrigter nie ‘n vreemde gesig 
op dié vlak nie. 

Badenhorst was ook al lid van die 
spanbestuur van die Atletiek SA-
groep wat by die Olympic Stadium in 
London, Engeland, aan die Wêreldbeker 
deelgeneem het. 

Die Afrika byeenkoms, wat vanaf 16 
tot 31 Augustus plaasvind, sluit ‘n span 
van 38 atlete en 24 swemmers in, terwyl 
26 verskillende sportkodes talentvolle 
Laevelders die kans bied om met die beste 
in Afrika mee te ding.

Die span sal deelneem aan 11 van die 
26 sportkodes, waarvan die meeste uit 
atlete bestaan met 38 lede, gevolg deur 24 
swemmers. 

 Gewilde NHS atletiek afrigter gaan 
talent help slyp by Afrika Spele

Van die ander kodes wat deel uitmaak 
van die span is boogskiet, pluimbal, 
kanovaart, fi etsry, judo, tafeltennis, tennis, 
strand-vlugbal en gewigoptel. Die Afrika 
Spele vind elke vier jaar plaas, ‘n jaar 
voor die Olimpiese Spele.

Badenhorst het vanjaar, op die plaaslike 
toneel, talle hoogtepunte met sy atlete 
beleef.

 Bergvlam rugby team burn up Phalaborwa opponents
Adriaan de Beer

THE u/16 rugby team of Bergvlam 
(Vlammies) outplayed their Phalaborwa 
rivals last Saturday, when they beat Frans 
du Toit High School 28-17 at their home 
turf.

With their victory, Vlammies qualifi ed 
for the quarter fi nals in the VirSeker Cup 
for medium schools.

According to coach, Tristan Louw, the 
team played well and he was extremely 
proud of their achievement.

The Limpopo team put on the pressure 

in the fi rst 10 minutes of the game and 
although Vlammies launched some good 
attacks, the Frans du Toit team opened the 
score with two successive tries of which 
one was converted. 

Bergvlam just could not make a 
breakthrough and 22 minutes into the 
game they were trailing 12-0.

But then the Nelspruit boys found their 
rhythm and scored two great tries of their 
own. Henry Potgieter dotted the ball 
behind the whitewash fi rst to be followed 
by a great try from Hlube Radebe, 
levelling the score.

However, a penalty kick on the brink of 

half time saw Vlammies adding another 
three points to lead 15-12 at half time.

Frans du Toit came out fi ring in the 
second half, scoring their third try to lead 
17-15. But that was their last eff ort and 
with play going back and forth, the last 
10 minutes belonged to the visitors. When 
Junior Sebeco scored Vlammies’ third try, 
to lead 20-17, there was no stopping the 
Mpumalanga boys.

Another penalty put them up 23-17 and 

with fi ve minutes to go, Avelile Mlomo 
scored from a set piece from the scrum 
and put the match in the bag, winning 
28-17.

Henry Potgieter added 13 points with 
the boot, landing two conversions and 
three penalties.

The team played in the quarter fi nal at 
the weekend against Hoërskool Erasmus, 
ranked top in the league for Gauteng 
medium schools. (Read report elsewhere).
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 Chess player wins coveted award
A 16-YEAR-OLD local chess player, 

Banele Mhango, has won the Sports Star 
of the Year Award at the Mpumalanga 
Sports Awards held at Emnotweni Arena 
in Mbombela on Sunday.

The Mpumalanga Sports Awards is 
a platform used by the Department of 
Culture, Sport and Recreation to honour, 
celebrate and reward sport excellence in 
the province. 

The awards attracted many of the big 
names in the sporting arena.

Mhango, also called the Master, hails 
from Pienaar in the Ehlanzeni District. 
This young man has now ensured that 
chess is regarded as a provincial sport 
and put himself and the sport fi rmly in 
the public eye.

In a short period of time, he has 
secured his place as the hottest young 
talent in the province.  He has formerly 
won the national u/16 championship and 
joint African Youth 
Champion 
event, as 
well as a 
gold 
medal 

Masoka Dube at the South African Open Rapid Chess 
Tournament and a bronze at the South 
African Open Classic Championship.

Speaking at the event, MEC Lindiwe 
Ntshalintshali said, “We want to 
express the high regard that we hold 
for our sporting stars who have fl own 
the Mpumalanga fl ag sky-high by 
recording noticeable achievements that 
made us proud as a province. 

“We are slowly but surely living to 
our mandate of creating champions in 
the province of the rising sun.”

She said sport remained an 
important and essential factor 
“in our eff orts of fostering social 
cohesion and nation building in the 
province and we remain committed 
to use sport to heal the wounds and 
divisions of the past so that we can 
together build a democratic, non-
racist, and progressive country where 
citizens will be patriotic and biased 
towards the developmental agenda of 
government.”

Other winners include Frank Mbele, 
who won Sport Administrator of the 
Year and the School Team of the Year 
was Morgenzon Agricultural High. 

The Newcomer of the Year award has 
been won by Okuhle Mke, Florence 
Webb Deysel won Volunteer of the 
Year. 

The Star of the Year was Banele 
Shabangu, TS Galaxy FC is the winners 
of the coveted Team of the Year, with 
Coach of the Year awarded to Theresa 
Rossouw.

Sportswoman of the Year (with a 
disability) was Gopolang Johanna 

Mogale and the Sports Woman of the 
Year award was scooped up by 

Zara D’Abbadie. 
The Sportsman of the 

Year (with disability) was 
Raymond de Freitas, the 
overall Sportsman of the 
Year was Jannie Degenaar 
while there was even an 
award of Sports fan of the 
Year. 
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Other winners include Frank Mbele, 
who won Sport Administrator of the 
Year and the School Team of the Year 
was Morgenzon Agricultural High. 

The Newcomer of the Year award has 
been won by Okuhle Mke, Florence 
Webb Deysel won Volunteer of the 

The Star of the Year was Banele 
Shabangu, TS Galaxy FC is the winners 
of the coveted Team of the Year, with 
Coach of the Year awarded to Theresa 

Sportswoman of the Year (with a 

Mogale and the Sports Woman of the 
Year award was scooped up by 

awarded the Sport Journalist of the Year 
award and Photographer of the Year was 
well-known Richard Nkosi.

The Lifetime Achievement Award 
was awarded to Christelle van 
Wetten, while the Legends Awards 
went to by Josiah Thugwane, Phiri 
Ngomane and Cypril Maimane.

Middelburg netball coach, Theresa 
Rossouw, was voted Coach of the Year.

TS Galaxy FC won the Team of the Year award, which was well deserved after having won a number of tournaments this year.

MEC Lindiwe Ntshalintshali, sports 
star Banele Mhanga and his mother 
Victoria Ngwamba.

awarded the Sport Journalist of the Year 
award and Photographer of the Year was 

TS Galaxy FC won the Team of the Year award, which was well deserved after having won a number of tournaments this year.

MEC Lindiwe Ntshalintshali, sports 
star Banele Mhanga and his mother 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
recipient, Christelle van Wetten.


