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ESKOM has been instructed 
to remove an electricity pole that 
stands in the middle of a road in 
Matsikitsane, Bushbuckridge.

Municipal spokesperson, 
Aubrey Mnisi, said they have 
already spoken to the power 
utility in March and ordered 
them to remove the pole as a 
matter of urgency. But it has still 
not been done.

“Community members, 
especially motorists, angrily 
complain about the pole in 
the middle of the newly paved 
street. They fear that it might 
cause accidents, especially at 
night,” he said.

Eskom deputy spokesperson, 
Dikatso Mothae, said they 
were aware of the matter and 
were working on it. “We are 
appealing to residents to be 
patient, while we are still 
planning how to remove the pole 
safely,” he said.

Electric poles were planted 
in some internal streets in 
Matsikitsane prior to the paving 
of the streets, due to the plots in 
the area having been demarcated 
without traditional councils 
following proper procedures. 
This led to poor implementation 
of the planned projects.

The contractor was given the 
green light by the municipality’s 
consulting engineer to proceed 
with the paving of the streets 
with the view of having the 
poles removed after the paving 
was completed.

But the municipality has over 
the years advocated and pleaded 
with the traditional councils, and 
in particular the headmen, to 
follow the correct procedure and 
town planning regulations when 
establishing new settlements 
within the municipality, Mnisi 
said.

Matsikitsane is “only one 
of the areas that came into 
existence without following due 
processes”, according to Mnisi. 
The same happened in Plaza 

 Eskom pole in 
street sparks 
outrage

View, in Acornhoek, where 
electric poles were planted in the 
middle of the road. However, 
it was corrected by the power 
utility.

“In March this year, we have 
engaged Eskom to relocate 
the pole in Matsikitsane. It 
must now be done,” he said, 
appealing to residents to be 
patient while Eskom was “still 
planning and preparing to 
remove and relocate” the poles. 

“We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Necessary 
temporary risk and safety 
measures would be put in place 
to ensure the safety of the 
community and motorists,” he 
added.  

Mnisi added: “We continue 
to urge our traditional councils 
to follow due processes when 
establishing new residential 
areas and that will ensure that 
our streets, water, electricity, 
businesses sites and recreational 
facilities are in line with 
municipal Spatial Planning and 
Land Use Management policy.”

Residents of Matsikitsane in Bushbuckridge appealed to Eskom to remove 
an electricity pole that was wrongly planted in the middle of a street.
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YOUNG people who are unemployed 
should take advantage of small business 
opportunities that were available in 
rural areas, Bushbuckridge-based young 
entrepreneur, Bennedictor Mhlogo, said. 

Mhlongo, who owns a business by 
selling atchar, said there were many small 
business opportunities in the rural areas 
compared to urban areas. 

“I want to share some of the lucrative 
business ideas with unemployed 
youngsters. These are not fancy but very 
rewarding. One such idea is the buy and 
sell business,” said Mhlongo.

“Buy atchar, its oil and containers, 
bottle it and sell it, as easy as that. Many 
people eat atchar and most who do not, is 
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“…The LORD God is my strength, and He will 
make my feet like hinds’ feet, and He will make 
me to walk upon mine high places.” 

THE extensive upgrade between Belfast 
and Machadodorp on the N4 Toll Route 
is progressing well, with 14% already 
completed. 

The R400 million project commenced 
in March and will see 30km of Section 5B 
rehabilitated and upgraded to a four-lane 
carriageway. 

The entire project is expected to 
take three years to complete, and the 
contractor, WBHO Construction, has 
confi rmed that no delays or complications 
have been experienced so far. 

This is good news given that the project 
was suspended last year due to community 
unrest. 

However, months of negotiations 
between the eMakhazeni Local 
Municipality, Trans African Concessions 
(TRAC), SANRAL and WBHO/
Motheo JV resulted in the signing of a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
and a nod for resuming the project. In line 
with the MOU, local communities are 
benefi tting extensively from the project 
and to date 17 local small-, medium- and 
micro-enterprises have been appointed 
and 220 jobs have been created. 

Several traffi  c accommodations have 
also been implemented and will remain 
in place throughout the construction 
period. These include speed reductions, 
contrafl ows and occasional stop/go’s to 
remove old road markings. 

Road users are urged to visit TRAC’s 
website, www.tracn4.co.za, for regular 
updates to assist them to plan their trips 
accordingly.

NINE suspected poachers were arrested 
in the Kruger National Park (KNP) in 
three days last week, in three diff erent 
sections of the park.

This happened at the time that the park 
will be celebrating the International World 
Ranger Day today (Wednesday, July 31). 

According to the KNP, Crocodile 
Bridge Section has seen three arrests with 
suspects found in possession of a heavy 
calibre hunting rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 20. 

Letaba Rangers made contact with three 
suspects who were also in possession of a 
high calibre hunting rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 22, adding to 
the number of more successful arrests in 
the park.

Tshokwane Rangers then also arrested 
three suspected poachers in possession 
of a high calibre rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 23. 

KNP said the three successful 
apprehensions were eff ected with support 
from the K9 and Airwing teams. 

It has been reported that one of the K9 
dogs in the operation went missing but 
was later found unharmed.  

“These magnifi cent animals are valuable 
and have become a big game-changer in 
the anti-poaching campaign. They are 
part of the Rangers Corps family and 
contribute to the success rate of arrests in 
the anti-poaching campaign,” said Glenn 
Phillips, the KNP managing executive. 

Philips has expressed his appreciation 
of the hard work that was done by the 
rangers, police, Airwing and K9 units. 

“We are proud of their achievements 
in the recent past; we salute their 
commitment and bravery to this campaign. 
We are happy that it (the dog) was found 
unharmed even though it was dehydrated 
and drained,” said Philips. 

Meanwhile, rangers in the Vlakteplaas 
Section have made a grim discovery of 
the carcasses of 119 vultures next to a 
poached buff alo. 

Initial indications are that meat was 
taken from the buff alo by the poachers, 
who then laced the remainder with poison, 
which killed 117 white-backed vultures, 
one hooded vulture and a white-headed 
vulture. 

The incident is being investigated by 
the Park offi  cials in co-operation with 
Mozambican offi  cials, said Philips.

probably because they don’t know where 
to buy it. Within one or two days you will 
have your input money back with profi t 
and then you buy more stock,” he added. 

Mhlongo said starting his business was 
quite easy as his total input cost was less 
than R500. He said the money that could 
be generated from such a business could 
feed families and also help them to buy 
other valuables. But it takes hard work. 
“Enter every household in your village 
when you sell your products. Ensure that 
your product (atchar) is of good quality 
and mouth-watering so that it can sell 
itself,” he added. Mhlongo believes 
recycling is another way of making 
money.

“People need to swallow their pride and 
start collecting empty tins and other items 
for recycling. There are places all over 
South Africa where tins and other metals 
can be sold,” he added.

Many successful people today did not 
succeed because of their nine-to-fi ve jobs, 
he said, instead they worked very hard and 
swallowed their pride.

“If you want to delay your dreams and 
your progress, wake up and search for a 
job every day. The last money you are 
wasting buying fast mail envelopes, typing 
endless CVs and paying for the internet 
should have been used to buy atchar and 
change your life for the better,” concluded 
Mhlogno.

 Young entrepreneur 
shows how it’s done

Bushbuckridge-based young entrepreneur, 
Bennedictor Mhlogo, with one of his customers.
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The leader of the Mathibela Tribal 
Authority, Chief Lameck Mokoena.

Bushbuckridge executive mayor, Sylvia Khumalo, local government 
o�  cials and community members during the opening of the upgraded 
Plazaview internal street in Acornhoek last week.

 Bushbuckridge mayor opens 
upgraded internal street in Acornhoek

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

BUSHBUCKRIDGE executive mayor, 
Sylvia Nxumalo, last week offi  cially 
opened a new stretch of tarred road in 
Acornhoek.

The construction of the 1.3km internal 
street, which started in December last 
year, was completed last month and cost 
R 9.5 million to build.

The Plazaview internal street phase 
1A, next to the Acornhoek traffi  c 
lights, was upgraded from a 
gravel road full of potholes 
and a cause of grave concern 
for motorists who suff ered 
damages to their vehicles, 
especially near the bridge.

Nxumalo said the 
project created 11 job 
opportunities for local 
people and labourers from 
subcontractors who were 
appointed on an ad-hoc 
basis. 

“I would like to thank the 
community members for 
exercising patience while 
the road was being upgraded. I know it 
was not that easy for them, but I am glad 
that the construction was fi nished without 
any protest or loss of materials that were 
used during the upgrading,” Nxumalo 

said.
She condemned the 

burning of tyres on 
the road during service 

delivery protests, saying it 
interrupted service delivery as 
the government  had to divert 
additional funding to fi x the 

damaged road.
“The road belongs to the community 

and it is your responsibility to make sure 
that you take care of it because it is you 
who will be using it. You must report 
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RESIDENTS of Oakley in 
Bushbuckridge have accused the 
Mathibela Tribal Authority of taking 
community members to the tribal court 
for allegedly being part of service delivery 
protests that took place in the area last 
week.  

They say Chief Lameck Mokoena has 
sent them letters informing them to come 
and explain to him why they led the 
protest.     

“I and the other three leaders of the 
protest received letters informing us to 
come to the tribal court. When we arrived 
there, with other community members, we 
were told to get inside but we refused and 
left because we believe we did nothing 
wrong,” Sidwell Ubusi said.

“We have the right to have clean water, 
that is why we are protesting. The chief 
has water inside his yard while the entire 
village does not have water. I use to 
collect water from the swells when I was a 
young boy and now I am 40 years old and 
my children still get water from the same 
well,” Ubisi complained.

He said they would continue to protest 
until they get water, despite having been 
summoned to the tribal court.

Residents Themba Sambo, Mdu Moyo 
and Kgotlelelo Mabuza claimed that they 
were also ordered to appear in court. 

Another resident, who requested 
to remain anonymous for fear of 
victimisation, said: “It is true that we don’t 
have water in the area. And I think what 
the tribal authority is doing is wrong, they 
were not supposed to take these people to 
court,” he said.     

Speaking to NEWSHORN, Chief 
Mokoena denied the allegations. 

“They are telling lies. I don’t remember 
calling them to appear in court for being 
part of the protest. I always support my 
people when it comes to the issue of 
service delivery. What I am against is the 
issue of cutting down trees and destroying 
government property,” said Mokoena. 

He confi rmed that the area does not have 
running water, including his home.

 Service delivery 
protesters dragged 
to tribal court

those who are tempering with it,” she said.
Given Mboweni, a Plazaview internal 

street resident, told NEWSHORN that 
he was happy that the road has been 
upgraded. 

He said it was diffi  cult to drive there as 
the street was bumpy with many potholes.  
However, he said the challenge now 
would be to handle traffi  c as the main road 
was also in a very bad state.

“As community members we are still 
grateful for the road and we will make 
sure that we take good care of it,” he said.

As community 
members we 

are still grateful 
for the road and 

we will make 
sure that we take 

good care of it



4 Wednesday 31 July 2019

André Brummer on 081-704-8591 or andre@newshorn.co.za

YOU cannot go to church on Sunday 
and expect to receive everything that you 
need for your spiritual nourishment in one 
hour. 

You can hardly expect to be physically 
nourished by eating lunch today and not 
eating again until next Sunday. We must 
eat the Word of God every day, constantly, 
in order to grow.

This is why God gave to us the Holy 
Spirit, to teach us individually and guide 
us to all the truth.

If you do not study on your own, you 
will never know if what I am preaching is 
correct. If you do not study on your own 

you will never grow. 
Faith comes by 

hearing the Word. 
But growth comes 
by reading it and 
exercising your faith 
by prayer, by testing 
and by exercising 
your spiritual gifts 
that God has given 
to you. Also, by 
fellowship with 
others in the church 
and by works. (No 
one can do these 

Finishing your course on earth
Pastor Ralph Mpangane (079 642 7261) Pastor Dr Linda (Zion Apostolic Church of South Africa)

Meditate on the word of God
things for you!)

We stress ALL THE TIME about the 
importance of personal devotional time, 
the importance of taking notes so that 
you can study what is being said, and for 
meditation. 

Also important is attending Bible 
studies that the church off ers for your own 
personal enrichment.

If you are not growing in the Word, you 
have no one to blame but yourself.

There are several ways to receive the 
Word of God and each one of them has a 
distinct function.

In 2 Timothy 4:2 the apostle Paul writes: 
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuff ering and doctrine.” 

Thus, the preacher is encouraged to 
be ready at all times. To be ready at an 
instant, at any moment God is going to use 
him to speak to someone in need.

This is because the preached Word is 
designed to speak to the person about 
the exact problem that they are going 
through. It is a word that exhorts, reproves 
and rebukes. If you are feeling down, it 
exhorts you; if you are doing something 
wrong, it reproves you; if you are sinning, 
it rebukes you. 

2 TIMOTHY 4:6-7
LIFE is an art, living it without the skills 

required can serve as one of the greatest 
frustrations ever. 

Some people try to come up with their 
way of living but all their experiments 
yield no results. The Bible had revealed 
where a man comes from, his aim for 
living and his destination.

One of the biggest tasks that we have 
as human beings is to discover our God-
given assignment and accomplish it.

If you can stop running after money 
and pursue what you have been born to 
do, then peace, joy, and fulfi llment can 
confi rm that you are aligned to God‘s 
principles and direction for your life. 

We came packaged with talents, gifts 
and abilities, our job is to unearth those 
and serve our world. No institution 
can supply you with a gift or talent; 
all schools, including universities, are 
mending to help individuals to discover 
who they are and what they can do.

Every assignment given to individuals 
has in it money, help for others and your 
legacy. Without it there is no life.

God said to Jeremiah, “Before you 
were conceived in your mother’s womb, I 
knew you. Before you were born I set you 

apart, I appointed you as a prophet to the 
nations”. It means all of us are appointed 
by God to come and deliver something on 
this planet.

In the scripture quoted above; Paul is 
revealing that his assignment is completed 
and he is ready to leave this planet. How 
far are you with your task? Or maybe you 
have not yet discovered it?

Moses came to deliver the children of 
Israel out of bondage; Joshua came to 
take them into the promised land. Paul 
was here to take the gospel to the gentiles, 
Solomon was born to build God‘s temple. 
So, why were you born?

Finding your purpose for living is 
not optional, it has to happen. Why? 2 
Corinthians 5:10 says; “For we all must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ 
that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he has done, 
whether it be good or bad ”. 

Remember, if you can fi nd who you are 
and the assignment that you execute, and 
accomplish that, then you can go and be 
with the LORD. You will stand before the 
throne of God and hear the Lord say to 
you, “WELL DONE”.

GOD BLESS YOU. Pastor Dr Linda. 
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A LEARNER from Moses Mnisi 
Secondary School in Cuttondale, 
Bushbuckridge died while others sustained 
minor injuries when the vehicle they were 
traveling in overturned and hit a tree. 

According to a reliable source close to 
the family, a 16-year-old boy was driving 
his parents’ vehicle when he gave a lift 
to 20 other learners. It is alleged that the 
majority of the children were on the back 
of the bakkie when the accident occurred. 

“The accident happened when the driver 
was trying to avoid potholes while driving 
at high speed. All the injured learners were 
rushed to Tintswalo Hospital, where they 
were treated for minor injuries and later 

AT LEAST 10 learners from 
Kufakwezwe Secondary School in 
Bushbuckridge found themselves in 
trouble with the law after they were 
caught in possession of dagga at school.

Bushbuckridge police communication 
offi  cer, Constable Merilyne Mmonwa, said 
the incident happened last week when the 
police visited the school unannounced. 

“It is our responsibility to make sure 
that educators and learners are safe at all 
times, that is why we often visit schools 
unannounced to search for weapons and 
drugs,” said Mmonwa.

“We only inform the school principal 
and then the school governing body (SGB) 
that we are coming. When we arrive we 
search all the pupils to make sure that they 
are not carrying anything illegal during 
school hours, to protect fellow learners 
and their teachers,” said  Mmonwa. 

Mmonwa said when they arrived at the 

Learner dies, 20 sustain minor 
injuries in Cuttondale accident 

Cops clamp down on Kufakwezwe 
Secondary, dagga found

school they searched all the grades and 
found that 10 learners were in possession 
of dagga in their pockets and school bags, 
but they found no weapons. 

“All those found in possession of dagga 
were given a strong warning. We will 
continue to visit most of the schools in our 
area to make sure that they are drug and 
weapons free,” said Mmonwa. 

In another incident, a knife was 
confi scated from a learner at Bhekiswayo 
Secondary School during a police raid. 
However, no dagga or other drugs were 
found at the school. It is alleged that some 
of the learners escaped when they saw the 
police entering the premises. 

Mpumalanga Education spokesperson, 
Jasper Zwane, said: “Drugs are not 
allowed at schools. Those who are found 
guilty by the schools’ SGB and the 
school management are the ones who 
will decide what to do with them. They 
are responsible to run the schools and 
implement the code of conduct,” said 
Zwane. 

LM Mokoena High School’s 
best learners awarded

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

LEARNERS from LM Mokoena High 
School in Marite, Bushbuckridge, who 
performed well during their mid-year 
examinations received best performance 
awards. 

The award-giving ceremony, that was 
held last week, was attended by parents, 
teachers and community members. 

LM principal, Sydney Nhlangwini, said 
the aim of the awards was to encourage 
all learners to do well in their studies and 
to ensure that they all passed at the end of 
the year.

“We have realised that the performance 
of our learners has dropped and we 
must come up with something that 
will encourage them to keep up their 
momentum and encourage those lacking 
behind to pull up their socks,” he said.

“We have invited parents to be part of 
the event because they also have a role in 
their children’s future because educators 
alone will not manage. The parents’ 
support makes it easy for teachers to do 
their job.  After this event every parent 
will go after their kids to check why they 
did not receive the awards,” Nhlangwini 
said.

He said his school was the only one 
in the area specialising in subjects such 
as science, mathematics and technology. 
“We have been maintaining an above 60 

percent pass rate during the past years and 
are not willing to drop our standards,” he 
said.

The main speaker at the event was 
education department circuit manager in 
Maviljan, Claudia Mapaila . She supported 
the principal’s request that parents 
must always be part of their children’s 
education by checking their books and 
interact with the school in order to work 
together.

“As for the learners, anything is 
possible as long as they are determined 
to become something. They must use 
all the resources that are available and 
stop fi ghting with the educators and 
vandalising the school property,” said 
Mapaila. She added that the only thing 
that would make them succeed in life was 
to respect their parents and educators and 
take education seriously. 

The winners received calculators, 
certifi cates, watches and school bags while 
the top achievers each received R1000 
cash as well. 

The top fi ve achievers are Maphanga 
Andronica (grade 8), Dibakwane 
Lesego (grade 9), Mabuye Fiona (grade 
11), Ntiwane Luyanda (grade 10) and 
Malumane Panwell (grade 12). 

The top three achievers in all grades are 
Maphanga Andronica, Masinga Hlengiwe 
and Mogane Tsebo, while the overall best 
learners in mathematics are Maphanga 
Andronica and Lubisi Marion.

discharged,” the source said.
The school was closed for a few days 

after the accident while the aff ected 
learners received counselling. 

Acornhoek Cluster communication 
offi  cer, Captain Mpho Nonyane, 
confi rmed the accident and that a case of 
culpable homicide was being investigated. 

She urged parents to refrain from 
allowing their children to drive their 
vehicles without drivers’ licences as they 
place their lives and those of others in 
danger. 

“This accident would have been 
avoided if the parents did not allow their 
child, who  is a minor, to take the car to 
school. Those who are still doing it must 
stop before we lose another life,” said 
Nonyane.

A learner from Moses Mnisi Secondary School in Cuttondale, Bushbuckridge died while 
20 others were injured when the bakkie that they were travelling in overturned last 
week. 

The top � ve learners with the school principal, Sydney Nhlangwini and members of the 
school governing body.
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Acornhoek Mall makes Mandela Day 
special for destitute children

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane 

DESTITUTE children from Ekurhuleni 
Centre for Orphans and other less 
fortunate children from Acornhoek paid 
a visit to the Acornhoek Mall during 
Mandela Day commemorations on 18 
July. 

The children were invited by the 
Acornhoek Mall centre management team 
in collaboration with diff erent tenants 
at the mall as part of the 67 minutes for 
Mandela Day. For most of the children the 
visit was their fi rst to the mall and the fi rst 
ever to a restaurant.

Acornhoek Mall marketing manager, 
Veracious Thengwayo, said hosting the 
children was part of “giving back” to the 
Acornhoek community, especially those 

in need. 
“We visited the children’s centre after 

we found out that it caters for almost 
500 disadvantaged children from around 
the area who come to eat and do their 
homework there. We always look for ways 
to support those who need it, especially 
the child-headed families,” she said.

“As a mall, we have done a lot of 
outreaches within the local community 
but this one is diff erent because many of 
the kids had never been in a restaurant 
before. We wanted them to experience 
all the amazing family entertainment that 
Acornhoek Mall has to off er,” she said.  

The director of the centre, Thalitha 
Mthethwa, has thanked the mall 
management and the restaurant for 
inviting the kids for lunch. She confi rmed 
that some of the children do not have 

Masoka Dube

Masoka Dube

THE Mpumalanga Working on Fire 
(WOF) teams spread their eff orts across 
the province to participate in various 
activities on Mandela Day.

The Ermelo team visited the Ermelo 
Activity Centre for the Disabled on the 

THE Environment, Forestry and 
Fisheries Minister, Barbara Creecy, has 
called on residents of Sheepsmoor outside 
Ermelo to ensure that schooling in the area 
run smoothly. 

Creecy was addressing community 
members at a local community hall to 
commemorate Mandela Day earlier this 
month. 

The minister was accompanied by Vusi 
Shongwe, the MEC for Mpumalanga 
Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Aff airs and offi  cials from the local 
municipality.

Creecy complained about the increase of 
vandalism at schools, teenage pregnancies, 
substance abuse and bullying that are said 
to be happening at schools in the area. 
She urged parents to play their part in 
ensuring that their children behave in a 
good manner.  

“Maintaining good behaviour of our 
children does not start and end with 
educators at schools, it is the responsibility 
of parents and the community in which 
these kids live. Teaching morals should 
start at home, where these kids come 
from”,” said Creecy. 

Creecy also donated a number of 
items, including school desks made 
from recycled materials, school shoes, 
garden tools and indigenous fruit trees 
before planting seedling in a backyard 
garden. She then lend a hand at paintng 
classrooms at Thwahlele Primary School 
and BEE Maseko Secondary School. 

“The backyard garden will come in 
handy in augmenting the learners’ feeding 
scheme. We thank the minister for sticking 
to her promises to again come to this 
area to contribute towards changing the 
lives and uplifting the standard at the 
local schools, one of which now boasts 
dignifi ed toilets, replacing the old pit 
latrines. This is what Mandela stood for,” 
said Shongwe. 

 Mpumalanga � re� ghters burn calories in honour of Madiba

 Minister donates 
desks made of 
recycled material

day and resurrected the centre’s vegetable 
garden with the aim to enable it to use the 
produce for their own consumption.

The Lefpa team joined various 
organisations, led by the Inkomati-Usuthu 
Catchment Agency and participated in a 
clean-up campaign at Msholozi Park in 
Nelspruit. 

The group was promoting and educating 

The Working on Fire Lefpa team joins various stakeholders in a clean-up campaign that 
educates the community of Msholozi Park to recycle to reduce pollution and create jobs.

The Acornhoek Mall management team spent valuable time with these children at a restaurant on Mandela Day.

Mpumalanga MEC for the Department 
of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land 
and Environmental A� airs, Vusi Shongwe 
and Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 
Minister, Barbara Creecy, planted a tree at 
one of the schools in Sheepsmoor outside 
Ermelo during Mandela Day.

the masses on recycling, which in 
turn reduces pollution and creates job 
opportunities.

The Balfour team joined the Department 
of Social Development in Groenvlei and 
added a sturdy roof to a family’s house to 
protect the family from the elements. 

“The Dullstroom team also did their part 
by cleaning up the streets of Dullstroom 
and the Injaka team cleaned the 
premises of Dilayi Primary School at the 
Mphenyatsatsi Village on Mandela Day,” 
said WOF spokesperson, Amanda Mbatha.

She said the Mayfl ower team joined 
the Department of Agriculture, Land 
Administration and Environmental Aff airs 
at the BEE Maseko Secondary School 
in Sheepmoor, where they repainted the 
school.

At the same time, the Mlambongwane 
team and Communications Cluster of 
WOF joined the City of Mbombela 
in Gutshwa, in a clean-up campaign, 
she said. The team also visited several 
dumping sites around the rural 
community, near Kabokweni, she added. 

proper clothes, while they have 300 
children on their waiting list. 

“Our structure is small and most of our 
kids do not have proper clothes. We are 
appealing to the public to assist us with 
any donations ,” she said. 

One of the children, 16-year-old Pedro 
Mathebula, told NEWSHORN that he had 
visited the mall before, but it was the fi rst 
time that he enjoyed the luxury of eating 
in a restaurant. He said he was grateful for 
what the Acornhoek Mall did for them. 

“My parents are not working and we 
are depending on social grants and that 
money can only aff ord very basics at 
home. Sometimes I wish my parents could 
take me to one of the restaurants, but due 
to fi nancial constraints they cannot aff ord 
it. Today I am happy that I got a chance to 
enjoy food there for free,” he said.  
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No plot to oust Zuma - ANC 
THE Presidency has come out to clarify 

that the removal of former President Jacob 
Zuma from offi  ce was a decision of the 
ANC’s NEC and not a culmination of a 
plot. 

Zuma said last week that his admission 
that he met with opposition leaders to 
discuss a motion of no confi dence in him 
in 2018 were part of a plot by intelligence 
agencies to get rid of him. 

When he appeared before the state 
capture commission last week, he claimed 
his removal from offi  ce as president 

was part of a plan by foreign and local 
agencies to assassinate his character and 
get rid of him. 

But President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
spokesperson in the ANC, Sibongile 
Besani, said last Thursday that the 
decision to force Zuma out of offi  ce was 
simply a party decision. 

“The recall of Zuma is not a product of 
a plot from where we stand as the ANC, 
it’s a product of an internal debate within 
the ANC itself.” 
(Source: Eyewitness News).

Sta�  Reporter

Sta�  Reporter

TRADE union Solidarity is irate after 
Denel informed workers that their July 
salary might not be paid on time.

“Not paying salaries on time must 
be and is totally unacceptable and 
we condemn it. The implications are 
immense and far-reaching and Solidarity 
is ready for the fi ght,” said Helgard 
Cronjé, Solidarity’s Sector Co-ordinator 
for Defence and Aviation. Meanwhile, 
Denel remains confi dent of government’s 
continued support and believes it will 
receive the much-needed recapitalisation 
by the end of September.

ACCORDING to Transvaal Agriculture 
Union (TAU), a diverse group of role 
players in the value chain will provide 
solutions on how to spread the risk for 
farmers. 

During a recent summit, the importance 
of a structure whereby farmers should 
ensure their own security, was again 
highlighted. 

Bennie van Zyl, general manager of 
TAU SA, said the syndication of farms, 
whereby a group of farmers worked 
together to form a mega farm, brought 
labour and mechanisation cost savings 

“The thought that Denel cannot 
guarantee salaries for July is completely 
unacceptable to say the least. 
Recapitalisation alone will not solve 
Denel’s fi nancial crisis. It is a short-term 
solution at best,” Cronjé said.

If July salaries aren’t paid, Solidarity 
will be left with no other option but 
to urgently proceed with legal action 
against Denel. “While management’s 
communication to employees is more 
transparent and unions appreciate 
management’s eff orts, the realities facing 
our members nevertheless still remain, and 
as a union we need to do what we need to 
do to protect the rights of our members,” 
Cronjé warned.

and had greater purchasing bargaining 
capacity, as well as increased market 
infl uence.

“The management expertise, which 
comes with syndication, can be to 
the benefi t of individual farmers and 
heightened safety and rejuvenation of 
community life are some of the other 
benefi ts of syndication,” he said.

Risk distribution across the entire 
spectrum of the agriculture value chain 
would also be spread. This will ensure 
that one farmer does not need to carry 
all the fi nancial risk pertaining to 
drought and other natural disasters. All 
this would also eventually  benefi t the 
consumer with lower food prices.

Solidarity forced to take legal action
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Cost of visas triples, resident permits 
almost double  in Mozambique

EXPATS are fi nding their way back to 
home country in Mozambique, but it will 
cost them a pretty penny. Identifi cation 
and permanent residency documents 
will now cost twice as much and certain 
visas, even three times more.

US to resume death penalty use
THE US Justice Department has 

authorised and scheduled the execution 
of fi ve death row prisoners. The 
executions are the fi rst such federal cases 
in 16 years, following long-term shortage 
of the drugs needed to carry out the 
sentence. The resumption is the result of 
a process initiated by President Donald 
Trump and Jeff  Sessions to examine how 
to kick- start federal death penalties once 
more.

Kenya’s fi nance minister arrested 
KENYAN Finance Minister, Henry 

Rotich, has been arrested on allegations 
of corruption. Rotich is believed to 
have been involved in the misuse of 
funds in two dam-related construction 
projects overseen by Italy’s CMC Di 
Ravenna. The arrest of a sitting minister 
is unprecedented in Kenya.

South Korea sends warning shots near 
Russian aircraft 

RUSSIA’S fi rst long-range patrol 
with China ended up with South Korean 
fi ghters fi ring hundreds of rounds in 
warning last week. Offi  cials in Seoul 
stated that the Russian patrol entered 

Mboweni confi rms R59-billion bailout 
for Eskom 

We mentioned it on Monday, but 
Finance Minister Tito Mboweni 
confi rmed today that Eskom would 
receive an additional R59-billion until 
2021. Mboweni presented the bill to 
the House today while also stating that 
his ministry was “facing a very serious 
fi nancial situation”. The economic 
chickens of the Zuma years, it seems, are 
fi nally coming home to roost.

Progress in SANDF headscarf issue 
There is a possible determination 

underway that may allow female Muslim 
servicewomen in the SANDF to wear 
headscarves. The interim relief has not 

territorial airspace. 

Trump sues to block tax returns
PRESIDENT Donald Trump took the 

House Democrats to court to prevent 
New York State from releasing his tax 
returns. US presidents are not required 
to disclose their tax information. Trump 
would be the fi rst president since Richard 
Nixon not to.

Nike shoes auction for record sum
A 1972 pair of shoes have sold on 

auction for $437,500 (R6 150 484) last 
week. In the shoe’s defence, they were 
one of the original pairs of Nike “Moon 
Shoes” to ever go on sale. The sale was 
part of an auction by Sotheby’s. Ninety 
nine other items were all purchased in a 
single go for $850 000 from a Canadian 
car collector. 

Quote of the week
“MY chances of becoming the leader 

of the UK are about as good as the 
chances of fi nding Elvis on Mars, or my 
being reincarnated as an olive.” - Boris 
Johnson

Boeing feels the sting after $3bn loss 
BOEING has recorded a mammoth 

$3 billion (R42.2bn) second quarter 
loss. Ongoing problems faced by the 
grounding of the 737 MAX and a delay 
of its new 777X widebody model have 
combined for a rather poor second 
quarter. Boeing shares also fell 1% in 
premarket trading.

(Source: Daily Maverick).

yet been approved by the SANDF, but 
there does seem to be some open-minded 
progress towards a resolution. The issue 
of the wearing of hijab in the SANDF 
came to the fore after Major Fatima 
Isaacs allegedly refused an order to 
remove hers.

ANC leaders slain in Limpopo 
Valtyn Kekana, 54, and Alf Kanyane, 

32, have been killed in what is believed 
to be ongoing in-fi ghting in Limpopo. 
Kekana and Kanyane were believed to 
have been actively involved in rooting 
out corruption within their ANC-held 
regions. Provincial spokesperson Donald 
Selamolela has indicated that their deaths 
were possibly politically motivated.

Photo: Sourced

 Bene� ts for farmers, consumers
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HASHTAG FC from Shabalala 
was crowned the 2019 In goma 
Top 8 champions after crushing 
neighbours Hazyview FC 
3-0 at Mathibela Stadium in 
Marite, Bushbuckridge on 
Sunday.

The match started on a 
high note with both teams 
eager to win the tournament, 
which saw the players put 
up quite a spectacular show.

Hazyview midfi elder, 
Kevin Nyundu, played a 
blinder. He kept continuous 
pressure on the opponent’s 
goalkeeper, Bongane 
Mokoena, but could not penetrate the 

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane keeper’s solid defence.
Hashtag striker, Evans 

Ngomane, scored the fi rst 
goal of the match after he 
capitalised on a mistake 

by Hazyview defenders 20 
minutes into the fi rst half.  

Hashtag then had to 
fend off  various attacks 
for the rest of the fi rst 
half. Early in the second 
half, Ngomane scored 
his second with a long-
range attempt from way 
outside the box. This was 
undoubtedly the goal of 

the game.
They then went into 

defensive mood, not taking 
unnecessary chances, with 

Hazyview FC launching the one attack 

Hashtag FC wins Ingoma Top 8 tournament
after another, but failing to crack the 
formidable Hashtag defence. Hashtag 
scored their third goal 88 minutes into 
the game when Hazyview made a huge 
mistake when all the players moved into 
Hashtag’s 18-area box during a corner 
kick. 

The goalkeeper managed to catch the 
ball and launched a long-range attempt 
from within his goal area, scoring an 
eaxtraordinary goal.

Hashtag FC received a R3000 cash 
prize and a trophy, while Hazyview got 
R2000 for their eff orts. 

The 
goalkeeper 

managed to 
catch the ball and 
launched a long-

range attempt from 
within his goal 
area, scoring an 

eaxtraordinary goal

Banele Mhango (16) has won the Sports Star of the Year Award at the Mpumalanga Sports 
Awards ceremony held on Sunday at the Emnotweni Arena in Nelspruit. The Lihawu High 
School learner hails from Pienaar in the Ehlanzeni District. Dubbed “The Master”, he was 
recently crowned national u/16 champion and joint African Youth champion. He also won 
a gold medal at SA Open Rapid Chess Tournament and a bronze at the SA Open Classic 
Championship. The Mpumalanga Sports Awards is a platform used by the Department of 
Culture, Sport and Recreation to honour, celebrate and reward sport excellence in the province.

Banele Mhango (16) has won the Sports Star of the Year Award at the Mpumalanga Sports 

 Chess player is Mpu sports star of the year


