
While learners at government schools have been hard at work for a while already, private 
schools function according to a di� erent schedule. But there is no getting away from returning 
to school. At Riverview Preparatory School outside Malalane, learners have returned in jubilant 
mood. Pictured here are Vava Magaia, Siya Mamba, Christiano dos Santos, Donovan Chance, 
Ntsako Mdhlovu and Owenkosi Ntimba. Their smiles say it all and these learners from all grades 
said they were looking forward to the third term.

While learners at government schools have been hard at work for a while already, private 
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Dex Sibiya

THE executive mayor of Nkomazi, 
Johan Mkhatshwa, has called for solidarity 
between the municipality and the people 
in the region to develop and grow the 
municipality’s income.

Mkhatshwa was speaking at the State of 
the Municipality Address (SOMA) at the 
Mzinty Holiness Union Church (HUC) 

Centre last week.
Mkhatshwa explained that, by joining 

hands with the municipality, more can 
be achieved in ensuring that services are 
delivered to everyone.

“I want to ask us all who are sitting here 
to ask ourselves as individuals , what is 
it that you can do for the municipality so 
that all of us can work together to change 
the lives of the people of Nkomazi? It 
should not only be the matter of Nkomazi 
Local Municipaility,” Mkhatshwa said.

He said the municipality has one 
mandate and that was to change the lives 
of the people of Nkomazi.

“Therefore you are encouraged to 
participate on such, because if we don’t it 
will mean that those who lost their lives 
are forgotten,” said Mkhatshwa.

He went on to say that unemployment 
was not only an issue for the people of 
Nkomazi but was rather a national crisis, 
which requires urgent attention, adding 
that when a country’s economy is weak 
employment opportunities become very 
few.

“It is an issue which requires us to unite 
and come up with solutions on how we 
can prevent our children from roaming the 
streets, running away from their crimes of 
robbing people in order to have a meal on 
the day. Yes, the municipality doesn’t have 
the capacity to employ everybody, I must 
be fi rm and honest on that,” Mkhatshwa 
said.

Mayor calls 
for solidarity

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The executive mayor of the Nkomazi Local 
Municipality, Johan Mkhatshwa, with the 
Speaker of Council, Siphiwe Mashele, 
singing of the national anthem.
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 Body found at dumping site identi� ed
Dex Sibiya

THE body of a man found last week by 
pedestrians at a dumping site in Mjejane 
has been identifi ed. He was Hennie de 
Beer (56), from Machadodorp.

The spokesperson for the police at 
Komatipoort, sergeant Natacia Mbuyane, 
said the victim sustained multiple stab 
wounds to his head and body. 

“He was found half naked and had 
injuries on his head. We are suspecting 
that a panga was used to hit him on the 
head that caused the injuries. An inquest 
has been opened and the police are 
investigating the circumstances that led to 
his death,” Mbuyane said. 

She said friends and relatives of de Beer 

positively identifi ed his body at the Tonga 
Hospital. 

According to Mbuyane relatives said 
they last saw De Beer on the afternoon of 
July 19.

She added that a possibility exists of De 
Beer having been hijacked before being 
killed. However, this cannot be confi rmed 
yet as the investigation into his death 
continues. 

She called on the community to help the 
police in determining the reason for this 
murder.

“If you saw or noticed anything near 
the dumping site on the weekend of 20 
July, please don’t hesitate to report the 
information to the Komatipoort Police 
Station or by calling the Crime Stop 
number at 08600 10111, Mbuyane said.
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 Vehicle theft in the spotlight again in Mjejane
Dex Sibiya

THE spokesperson for the police at 

Programmes help 
to equip people

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The spokesperson for the police at 
Komatipoort, sergeant Natacia Mbuyane.

Dex Sibiya

TWO local traffi  c offi  cers, Khethiwe 
Mkhabela (42) and Lucky Mabena (37) 
and a local police constable, David 
Mahlare Ntuli (34), appeared in the 
Komatipoort Magistrate’s Court again this 
month on charges of corruption.

The suspects were arrested during 
a takedown operation by the Hawks’ 
Serious Corruption Investigation Unit and 

Tra�  c o�  cers and cop back in court on corruption charges
the Road Traffi  c Management Corporation 
last month, following allegations that they 
had been taking bribes from motorists. 
The alleged incidents took place on the 
N4 between Komatipoort and Middelburg 
since April this year.

They were granted bail of R1000 each 
after appearing in court the same day of 
their arrest.

It is alleged that they  targeted 
unsuspecting tourists and then arrested 
those who refused to pay bribes to them.
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“…The LORD God is my strength, and He will 
make my feet like hinds’ feet, and He will make 
me to walk upon mine high places.” 

The acting provincial head of 
the Directorate for Priority Crime 
Investigation, Brigadier Obed Ngwenya, 
applauded the suspects’ arrest.

“Corruption aff ects us all, it threatens 
sustainable economic development, ethical 
values and justice. It destabilises our 
society and endangers the rules of the law. 
It undermines the institutions and values 
of our democracy,” Ngwenya said.

Their next court date has not yet been 
set, following ongoing investigations.

However, Mkhatshwa said there 
were programmes and projects that 
government has introduced that could 
help equip people with skills in order 
for them to make a living and address 
unemployment.

He said the decision to make 
Nkomazi a Special Economic Zone 
(SEZ) was among the initiatives that 
government was implementing in 
addressing unemployment in Nkomazi.

“The people of Nkomazi, business 
people, this is an opportunity that 
we must utilise. We must prepare 
ourselves. Companies that are well 
established, please open your hands 
to assist those that are not established 
so that as people of Nkomazi we don’t 
become left out. 

“We must claim that particular 
project, we must participate in 
that project, we must contribute 
meaningfully, we must dominate in 
the SEZ, because there will be nothing 
about that SEZ without the people of 
Nkomazi,” said Mkhatshwa.

According to Mkhatshwa, the SEZ 
was able to boost the revenue of the 
municipalities in KwaZulu-Natal and 
the Eastern Cape, and it will surely 
do the same for Nkomazi and other 
municipalities in Mpumalanga.

“If the accounts of the municipality 
get more revenue through its assets, 
we can allocate more funds towards 
service delivery and the development 
of our communities and the economy in 
Nkomazi,” said Mkhatshwa.

Komatipoort, Sgt Natacia Mbuyane, 
has warned residents of Mjejane that 
house robberies and vehicle theft are 
on the rise again.

Speaking to NEWSHORN, 
Mbuyane said two suspects were 
arrested last week for the theft of a 
Toyota Fortuner.

“Six male suspects ambushed a 
young girl who was going outside 
to the toilet and forced her back into 
the house, where they found the 
girl’s parents sitting in the lounge. 
They then demanded the keys to the 
vehicles parked outside,” Mbuyane 
said.

According to Mbuyane, the suspects 

were told that only one vehicle was in 
working condition.

“The suspects then took groceries 
and other belonging before taking 
the Fortuner. They were followed by 
another car,” Mbuyane said.

A vehicle tracking service provider 
partnered with the police and managed 
to intercept the vehicle in Naas.

Two suspects were inside the Toyota 
Fortuner and arrested, while the other 
four managed to fl ee on foot. Police 
found fi rearms inside the vehicle.

Mbuyane urged owners of double-
cab bakkies to be on high alert and 
encouraged all vehicle owners to be 
extra cautious when driving.

“Make sure you are not being 
followed and if you are being followed, 
drive to the nearest police station if 
possible or drive around for as long as 
you can,” Mbuyane said.
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 Police � ght crime with 
passion in Komatipoort

Dex Sibiya and Adriaan de Beer

THE police in Komatipoort assisted a 
group of women to secure premises for 
a newly founded non-profi t organisation 
(NPO) in Orlando. The women established 
the Faith Base Care that aims to help 
people facing domestic violence, as well 
those with health and abuse challenges.

Their assistance and support, the police 
believe, will go a long way in fi ghting 
crime in an area that is known for its 
violent criminal activities.

Taking it upon themselves to be of 
service in a diff erent manner to the 
community, the men and women in blue 
then approached the Nkomazi Local 
Municipality about an abandoned building 
it owns, to be used for this purpose. 

The municipality not only agreed to give 
the 15 women access to the building, but 
also promised to clean the area and assist 
with electricity and water as the property 
has been vandalised and is in a state of 
disrepair. It is in the process of being 
turned into a place of safety. 

The spokesperson for the police in 
Komatipoort, Natacia Mbuyane, said 
they fi rst started the process by helping to 
register the NPO.  

“This home base has received the 
assistance of the police so far. We 

have helped the women to register the 
organisation and are guiding them on how 
to get sponsorships, ” Mbuyane said.

She said the police also saw this as an 
opportunity to interact with and educate 
the community of Orlando about fi nding 
ways to work together in fi ghting crime 
in the area. But besides that, the police at 
the same time also handed over jerseys to 
needy school children. 

“The community of Orlando is one 
of those where they don’t want to work 
with police and don’t understand some 
of the policies, but after today, members 
of the same community promised to 
work together with us and start a CPF 
structure,” she said. “This community 
previously didn’t want to form part of the 
CPF or police structure and even took the 
law into their own hands between 2015 
and 2018 when we dealt with six mob 
justice cases in which alleged suspected 
criminals were burnt to death,” Mbuyane 
said. Co-founder of the  NPO, Zodwa 
Mahlangu, appreciated the help they have 
already received from the police. 

“The support we have been getting from 
the police has helped us get to where we 
are today. Without them we would still 
be pulling left and right. We are only 
just hoping that our community works 
together with the police in fi ghting crime 
in Orlando, “ Mahlangu said.
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

NINE suspected poachers were arrested 
in the Kruger National Park (KNP) in 
three days last week, in three diff erent 
sections of the park.

This happened at the time that the park 
will be celebrating the International World 
Ranger Day today (Wednesday, July 31). 

According to the KNP, Crocodile 
Bridge Section has seen three arrests with 
suspects found in possession of a heavy 
calibre hunting rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 20. 

Letaba Rangers made contact with three 
suspects who were also in possession of a 
high calibre hunting rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 22, adding to 
the number of more successful arrests in 
the park.

Tshokwane Rangers then also arrested 
three suspected poachers in possession 
of a high calibre rifl e, ammunition and 
poaching equipment on July 23. 

KNP said the three successful 
apprehensions were eff ected with support 
from the K9 and Airwing teams. 

It has been reported that one of the K9 
dogs in the operation went missing but 
was later found unharmed.  

“These magnifi cent animals are valuable 
and have become a big game-changer in 
the anti-poaching campaign. They are 
part of the Rangers Corps family and 
contribute to the success rate of arrests in 
the anti-poaching campaign,” said Glenn 
Phillips, the KNP managing executive. 

Philips has expressed his appreciation 
of the hard work that was done by the 
rangers, police, Airwing and K9 units. 

“We are proud of their achievements 
in the recent past; we salute their 
commitment and bravery to this campaign. 
We are happy that it (the dog) was found 
unharmed even though it was dehydrated 
and drained,” said Philips. 

Meanwhile, rangers in the Vlakteplaas 

Rangers nab  nine suspected 
poachers in three days

Section have made a grim discovery of 
the carcasses of 119 vultures next to a 
poached buff alo. 

Initial indications are that meat was 
taken from the buff alo by the poachers, 
who then laced the remainder with poison, 
which killed 117 white-backed vultures, 
one hooded vulture and a white-headed 
vulture.

The incident is being investigated by 
the Park offi  cials in co-operation with 
Mozambican offi  cials, said Philips. “Two 
of the vulture carcasses are being probed 
to establish the type of poison that was 
used to kill the birds.”

Photo: Sourced.
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YOU cannot go to church on Sunday 
and expect to receive everything that you 
need for your spiritual nourishment in one 
hour. 

You can hardly expect to be physically 
nourished by eating lunch today and not 
eating again until next Sunday. We must 
eat the Word of God every day, constantly, 
in order to grow.

This is why God gave to us the Holy 
Spirit, to teach us individually and guide 
us to all the truth.

If you do not study on your own, you 
will never know if what I am preaching is 
correct. If you do not study on your own 

you will never grow. 
Faith comes by 

hearing the Word. 
But growth comes 
by reading it and 
exercising your faith 
by prayer, by testing 
and by exercising 
your spiritual gifts 
that God has given 
to you. Also, by 
fellowship with 
others in the church 
and by works. (No 
one can do these 

Finishing your course on earth
Pastor Ralph Mpangane (079 642 7261)Pastor Dr Linda (Zion Apostolic Church of South Africa)

Meditate on the word of God
things for you!)

We stress ALL THE TIME about the 
importance of personal devotional time, 
the importance of taking notes so that 
you can study what is being said, and for 
meditation. 

Also important is attending Bible 
studies that the church off ers for your own 
personal enrichment.

If you are not growing in the Word, you 
have no one to blame but yourself.

There are several ways to receive the 
Word of God and each one of them has a 
distinct function.

In 2 Timothy 4:2 the apostle Paul writes: 
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuff ering and doctrine.” 

Thus, the preacher is encouraged to 
be ready at all times. To be ready at an 
instant, at any moment God is going to use 
him to speak to someone in need.

This is because the preached Word is 
designed to speak to the person about 
the exact problem that they are going 
through. It is a word that exhorts, reproves 
and rebukes. If you are feeling down, it 
exhorts you; if you are doing something 
wrong, it reproves you; if you are sinning, 
it rebukes you. 

2 TIMOTHY 4:6-7
LIFE is an art, living it without the skills 

required can serve as one of the greatest 
frustrations ever. 

Some people try to come up with their 
way of living but all their experiments 
yield no results. The Bible had revealed 
where a man comes from, his aim for 
living and his destination.

One of the biggest tasks that we have 
as human beings is to discover our God-
given assignment and accomplish it.

If you can stop running after money 
and pursue what you have been born to 
do, then peace, joy, and fulfi llment can 
confi rm that you are aligned to God‘s 
principles and direction for your life. 

We came packaged with talents, gifts 
and abilities, our job is to unearth those 
and serve our world. No institution 
can supply you with a gift or talent; 
all schools, including universities, are 
mending to help individuals to discover 
who they are and what they can do.

Every assignment given to individuals 
has in it money, help for others and your 
legacy. Without it there is no life.

God said to Jeremiah, “Before you 
were conceived in your mother’s womb, I 
knew you. Before you were born I set you 

apart, I appointed you as a prophet to the 
nations”. It means all of us are appointed 
by God to come and deliver something on 
this planet.

In the scripture quoted above; Paul is 
revealing that his assignment is completed 
and he is ready to leave this planet. How 
far are you with your task? Or maybe you 
have not yet discovered it?

Moses came to deliver the children of 
Israel out of bondage; Joshua came to 
take them into the promised land. Paul 
was here to take the gospel to the gentiles, 
Solomon was born to build God‘s temple. 
So, why were you born?

Finding your purpose for living is 
not optional, it has to happen. Why? 2 
Corinthians 5:10 says; “For we all must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ 
that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he has done, 
whether it be good or bad ”. 

Remember, if you can fi nd who you are 
and the assignment that you execute, and 
accomplish that, then you can go and be 
with the LORD. You will stand before the 
throne of God and hear the Lord say to 
you, “WELL DONE”.

GOD BLESS YOU.Pastor Dr Linda. 
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Pictured at the Komati Care Centre, for whom Shoprite also supplied a beautiful cake of 
Madiba, are Marietjie Poulton, the principal of the care centre, Clarah Jockia of Shoprite 
and Mike and Elroux Norton representing the Marloth Park Honorary Rangers with some 
of the children.

Mpumalanga Hawks spokesperson, 
Captain Lucy Sekgotodi.

Bushbuckridge-based young entrepreneur, Bennedictor Mhlogo, 
with one of his customers.
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#LIVE, WORK, PLAY

Adriaan de Beer

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

HAVING had a surplus supply of goods 
left over from their recent winter fair, the 
Marloth Park Honorary Rangers decided 
to put them to worthy causes.

According to Mike and Elroux Norton, 
members of the event committee, they 
were able to fi ll lucky packets for children 
at Komati Care Centre in Orlando, 
Komatipoort and Utandiwe Children’s 
Home in Malalane, which were handed 
out last Thursday in honour of Madiba 

YOUNG people who are unemployed 
should take advantage of small business 
opportunities that were available in 
rural areas, Bushbuckridge-based young 
entrepreneur, Bennedictor Mhlogo, said. 

Mhlongo, who owns a business by 
selling atchar, said there were many small 
business opportunities in the rural areas 
compared to urban areas. 

“I want to share some of the lucrative 
business ideas with unemployed 
youngsters. These are not fancy but very 
rewarding. One such idea is the buy and 
sell business,” said Mhlongo.

“Buy atchar, its oil and containers, 
bottle it and sell it, as easy as that. Many 
people eat atchar and most who do not, is 
probably because they don’t know where 
to buy it. 

 Marloth Park Honorary Rangers 
reach out to children in need

Entrepreneur sets example to 
young unemployed people

Day. Most of the items were supplied 
by Spar and Shoprite and some cash 
donations were received as well.

They also again made special mention 
of their main sponsor at the winter fair, 
Buco, who supported them generously.

“We cannot thank the manager and staff  
of Buco enough. They are always ready 
and prepared to help when the community 
need them,” Mike said. 

Meanwhile, the balance of their initial 
stock plus a few additional donations were 
handed out at the Sitemele Activity Centre 
for the disabled in Naas on Friday.

“Within one or two days you will have 
your input money back with profi t and 
then you buy more stock,” he added. 

Mhlongo said starting his business was 
quite easy as his total input cost was less 
than R500. He said the money that could 
be generated from such a business could 
feed families and also help them to buy 
other valuables. 

But it takes hard work. “Enter every 
household in your village when you sell 
your products. Ensure that your product 
(atchar) is of good quality and mouth-
watering so that it can sell itself,” he 
added.

Mhlongo believes recycling is another 
way of making money.

“People need to swallow their pride and 
start collecting empty tins and other items 
for recycling. There are places all over 
South Africa where tins and other metals 
can be sold,” he added.

Many successful 
people today did 
not succeed because 
of their nine-to-
fi ve jobs, he said, 
instead they worked 
very hard and 
swallowed their 
pride.

“If you want to 
delay your dreams 
and your progress, 
wake up and search 
for a job every day. 

The last money 
you are wasting 
buying fast mail 
envelopes, typing 
endless CVs and 
paying for the 
internet should have 
been used to buy 
atchar and change 
your life for the 
better,” concluded 
Mhlogno.

Woman gets 10 years 
for human tra�  cking

Masoka Dube

RESIDENTS living in areas situated 
near the South African borders must 
report human traffi  cking-related cases, 
Mpumalanga Hawks spokesperson, Lucy 

Sekgotodi, told NEWSHORN last week. 
Sekgotodi made this call after Judith 

Nyantumba (57) was sentenced to 10 
years imprisonment after being found 
guilty of smuggling a six-year-old 
boy from Mozambique to Ermelo in 
Mpumalanga.

Nyantumba, who was arrested by 
the Hawks Serious Organised Crime 
Investigation Unit, was exploiting the boy 
since last year by using him as a helper in 
her house without payment.

Human traffi  cking is a serious 
problem in which vulnerable people 
from neighbouring countries such as 
Mozambique, Swaziland and Lesotho are 
being lured to the country “to be used as 
slaves”. 

“We are appealing to community 
members to report such types of incidents 
when they see them happening in their 
communities. Most of these cases involve 
a situation in which people from foreign 
countries are being traffi  cked to be 
subjected to hard labour and other related 
things,” said Sekgotodi. 

She said the boy would be kept at a 
place of safety before being returned to his 
parents in Mozambique. 
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 Police serves community 
di� erently on Mandela Day

Dex Sibiya

LAW enforcement agencies from Tonga 
and Komatipoort celebrated the 10th 
Nelson Mandela Day by serving Nkomazi 
communities in a very diff erent way.

The SAPS in Tonga fi rst planted trees 
outside their police station and then 
proceeded to give the Mangweni Old Age 
Home a new coat of paint.

Police and other stakeholders also 
donated much-needed items that they 
believe would go a long way in improving 
the lives of senior citizens.

“This was followed by a security 
cluster operation held at Komatipoort, 
where we saw a joint operation by 
the SAPS, the SANDF, Department 
of Home Aff airs, local and provincial 
traffi  c offi  cers and many more 
government institutions working 
together to ensure the safety of South  
Africans and international visitors,” 
said Tonga police spokesperson, Capt 
Magonseni Nkosi.

All the participants who partnered 
with the Tonga Police Station concluded 
the day with a great lunch and cultural 
dancing for entertainment. 

Masoka Dube

Dex Sibiya
Masoka Dube

THE Mpumalanga Working on Fire 
(WOF) teams spread their eff orts across 
the province to participate in various 
activities on Mandela Day.

The Ermelo team visited the Ermelo 
Activity Centre for the Disabled on the 
day and resurrected the centre’s vegetable 
garden with the aim to enable it to use the 
produce for their own consumption.

The Lefpa team joined various 
organisations, led by the Inkomati-Usuthu 
Catchment Agency and participated in a 
clean-up campaign at Msholozi Park in 
Nelspruit. 

The group was promoting and educating 
the masses on recycling, which in 
turn reduces pollution and creates job 
opportunities.

The Balfour team joined the Department 

THE Deputy Minister of Tourism, Fish 
Mahlalela, has encouraged the community 
of Mbuzini to play a role in the growth of 
the community’s tourism economy.

Mahlalela was speaking last week 
at an Imbizo ceremony hosted by his 
department at the Samora Machel 
Monument in celebration of the 67 
Minutes for Nelson Mandela Day.

Mahlalela said the community should 
actively participate in the department’s 
incentivised funding initiatives, as well 
as the skills and enterprise development 
programmes that will contribute to build  
sustainable tourism economies in rural 
nodes.

This year’s Mandela Day celebrations 
were under the theme of “Action against 
poverty,” which is a call on the world 
to join hands and collaboratively aff ect 
sustainable interventions against poverty.

Community members were given the 
opportunity to ask questions on how they 
can assess the funding and the general 
support of the department. 

Accompanied by Inkosi Mlambo II, they 
planted trees at the Thembalethu Educare 
Centre.

“Nelson Mandela International Day 
symbolises the resilience of the human 
spirit. On this day we call and echo his 
values for human solidarity, peace and 
friendship,” Mahlalela said.

Inkosi Mlambo II and Mhlalela also 
donated and handed over blankets to 
the Thembalethu Educare Centre, while 
the centre’s general manager, Siphiwe 
Mkonto, expressed her gratitude for the 
donation.

“We are grateful for the contribution 
made by Inkosi Mlambo II as well as the 
department of tourism,” Siphiwe said.

THE Environment, Forestry and 
Fisheries Minister, Barbara Creecy, has 
called on residents of Sheepsmoor outside 
Ermelo to ensure that schooling in the area 
run smoothly. 

Creecy was addressing community 
members at a local community hall to 
commemorate Mandela Day earlier this 
month. 

The minister was accompanied by Vusi 
Shongwe, the MEC for Mpumalanga 
Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Land and Environmental 
Aff airs and offi  cials from the local 
municipality.

Creecy complained about the increase of 
vandalism at schools, teenage pregnancies, 
substance abuse and bullying that are said 
to be happening at schools in the area. 
She urged parents to play their part in 
ensuring that their children behave in a 
good manner.  

“Maintaining good behaviour of our 
children does not start and end with 
educators at schools, it is the responsibility 
of parents and the community in which 
these kids live. Teaching morals should 
start at home, where these kids come 
from”,” said Creecy. 

Creecy also donated a number of 
items, including school desks made 
from recycled materials, school shoes, 
garden tools and indigenous fruit trees 
before planting seedling in a backyard 
garden. She then lend a hand at paintng 
classrooms at Thwahlele Primary School 
and BEE Maseko Secondary School. 

“The backyard garden will come in 
handy in augmenting the learners’ feeding 
scheme. We thank the minister for sticking 
to her promises to again come to this 
area to contribute towards changing the 
lives and uplifting the standard at the 
local schools, one of which now boasts 
dignifi ed toilets, replacing the old pit 
latrines. This is what Mandela stood for,” 
said Shongwe.  Mpumalanga � re� ghters burn calories 

in honour of Nelson Mandela

 Mbuzini community 
encouraged to grow 
tourism economy 

 Minister donates 
desks made of 
recycled material

of Social Development in Groenvlei and 
added a sturdy roof to a family’s house to 
protect the family from the elements. 

“The Dullstroom team also did their part 
by cleaning up the streets of Dullstroom 
and the Injaka team cleaned the 
premises of Dilayi Primary School at the 
Mphenyatsatsi Village on Mandela Day,” 
said WOF spokesperson, Amanda Mbatha.

She said the Mayfl ower team joined 
the Department of Agriculture, Land 
Administration and Environmental Aff airs 
at the BEE Maseko Secondary School 
in Sheepmoor, where they repainted the 
school.

At the same time, the Mlambongwane 
team and Communications Cluster of 
WOF joined the City of Mbombela 
in Gutshwa, in a clean-up campaign, 
she said. The team also visited several 
dumping sites around the rural 
community, near Kabokweni, she added.

The Working on Fire Lefpa team joins various stakeholders in a clean-up campaign that 
educates the community of Msholozi Park to recycle to reduce pollution and create jobs.

Police o�  cers from Tonga Police Station hard at work, painting the Mangweni Old Age 
Home.

The deputy Minister of Tourism, Fish 
Mahlalela, planting a tree at the 
Thembalethu Educare Centre on Nelson 
Mandela Day.

Mpumalanga MEC for the Department 
of Agriculture, Rural Development, Land 
and Environmental A� airs, Vusi Shongwe 
and Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 
Minister, Barbara Creecy, planted a tree at 
one of the schools in Sheepsmoor outside 
Ermelo during Mandela Day.
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 Mozambique seeks $128m 
to fund general elections

Sta�  Reporter

THE spokesperson of Mozambique´s 
National Elections Commission (CNE), 
Paulo Cuinica, said his department needed 
$128 million (R1 779 168 000) to cover 
the defi cit needed to fund this year´s 
general elections that would take place on 
15 October.

The general polls will comprise 
presidential and parliamentary elections 
alongside, for the fi rst time, the indirect 
election of provincial governors. 

According to Cuinica, with only three 
months until the elections, the government 
has less than the money required. He said 

the funds available represented 44 percent 
of the $245 needed for the entire process. 

“The funds are needed for the 
production of election material, the supply 
of equipment, and staff  training and at 
the moment we have a defi cit of $128m, 
Cuinica said last Friday.

Despite this, Cuinica argued that 
“the conditions are being created in all 
provinces, with the electoral bodies 
developing strategies to deal with the 
situation in co-ordination with the other 
partners involved in the process”. 

Voter registration took place in the 
districts not lying within municipalities 
between 1 April and 15 May. - (Source: 
APA).

Sta�  Reporter

TRADE union Solidarity is irate after 
Denel informed workers that their July 
salary might not be paid on time.

“Not paying salaries on time must 
be and is totally unacceptable and we 
condemn it. The implications are immense 
and far-reaching and Solidarity is ready 
for the fi ght,” said Helgard Cronjé, 
Solidarity’s Sector Co-ordinator for 
Defence and Aviation.

Meanwhile, Denel remains confi dent 
of government’s continued support and 
believes it will receive the much-needed 
recapitalisation by the end of September.

Solidarity forced to take legal action
“The thought that Denel cannot 

guarantee salaries for July is completely 
unacceptable to say the least. 
Recapitalisation alone will not solve 
Denel’s fi nancial crisis. It is a short-term 
solution at best,” Cronjé said.

If July salaries aren’t paid, Solidarity 
will be left with no other option but 
to urgently proceed with legal action 
against Denel. “While management’s 
communication to employees is more 
transparent and unions appreciate 
management’s eff orts, the realities facing 
our members nevertheless still remain, and 
as a union we need to do what we need to 
do to protect the rights of our members,” 
Cronjé warned.

WITH most industries’ drop in 
performance over a decade, China will 
once again step in to set up a fund for the 
revitalisation thereof.

Especially the industrial sector will 
benefi t from the proposition which should 
be implemented by December 2020. 

THE Presidency has come out to clarify 
that the removal of former President 
Jacob Zuma from offi  ce was a decision 
of the ANC’s NEC and not a culmination 
of a plot. Zuma said last week that his 
admission that he met with opposition 
leaders to discuss a motion of no 
confi dence in him in 2018 were part of a 
plot by intelligence agencies to get rid of 
him. When he appeared before the state 
capture commission last week, he claimed 
his removal from offi  ce as president was 

The World Bank, the country’s National 
Investment Bank and various Chinese 
shareholders will be part of the tripartite 
deal. The fund, with its projection of 
cash infl ux, will benefi t printing, food 
production and other raw material access. 
- Source: O País

part of a plan by foreign and local 
agencies to assassinate his character 
and get rid of him. But President Cyril 
Ramaphosa’s spokesperson in the ANC, 
Sibongile Besani, said last Thursday 
that the decision to force Zuma out of 
offi  ce was simply a party decision. 

“The recall of Zuma is not a product 
of a plot from where we stand as the 
ANC, it’s a product of an internal debate 
within the ANC itself.” 

(Source: Eyewitness News). 

Tripartite deal to bene� t Mozambique

No plot to oust Zuma - Presidency
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Cost of visas triples, resident permits 
almost double  in Mozambique

EXPATS are fi nding their way back to 
home country in Mozambique, but it will 
cost them a pretty penny. Identifi cation 
and permanent residency documents 
will now cost twice as much and certain 
visas, even three times more.

US to resume death penalty use
THE US Justice Department has 

authorised and scheduled the execution 
of fi ve death row prisoners. The 
executions are the fi rst such federal cases 
in 16 years, following long-term shortage 
of the drugs needed to carry out the 
sentence. The resumption is the result of 
a process initiated by President Donald 
Trump and Jeff  Sessions to examine how 
to kick- start federal death penalties once 
more.

Kenya’s fi nance minister arrested 
KENYAN Finance Minister, Henry 

Rotich, has been arrested on allegations 
of corruption. Rotich is believed to 
have been involved in the misuse of 
funds in two dam-related construction 
projects overseen by Italy’s CMC Di 
Ravenna. The arrest of a sitting minister 
is unprecedented in Kenya.

South Korea sends warning shots near 
Russian aircraft 

RUSSIA’S fi rst long-range patrol 
with China ended up with South Korean 
fi ghters fi ring hundreds of rounds in 
warning last week. Offi  cials in Seoul 
stated that the Russian patrol entered 

Mboweni confi rms R59-billion bailout 
for Eskom 

We mentioned it on Monday, but 
Finance Minister Tito Mboweni 
confi rmed today that Eskom would 
receive an additional R59-billion until 
2021. Mboweni presented the bill to 
the House today while also stating that 
his ministry was “facing a very serious 
fi nancial situation”. The economic 
chickens of the Zuma years, it seems, are 
fi nally coming home to roost.

Progress in SANDF headscarf issue 
There is a possible determination 

underway that may allow female Muslim 
servicewomen in the SANDF to wear 
headscarves. The interim relief has not 

territorial airspace. 

Trump sues to block tax returns
PRESIDENT Donald Trump took the 

House Democrats to court to prevent 
New York State from releasing his tax 
returns. US presidents are not required 
to disclose their tax information. Trump 
would be the fi rst president since Richard 
Nixon not to.

Nike shoes auction for record sum
A 1972 pair of shoes have sold on 

auction for $437,500 (R6 150 484) last 
week. In the shoe’s defence, they were 
one of the original pairs of Nike “Moon 
Shoes” to ever go on sale. The sale was 
part of an auction by Sotheby’s. Ninety 
nine other items were all purchased in a 
single go for $850 000 from a Canadian 
car collector. 

Quote of the week
“MY chances of becoming the leader 

of the UK are about as good as the 
chances of fi nding Elvis on Mars, or my 
being reincarnated as an olive.” - Boris 
Johnson

Boeing feels the sting after $3bn loss 
BOEING has recorded a mammoth 

$3 billion (R42.2bn) second quarter 
loss. Ongoing problems faced by the 
grounding of the 737 MAX and a delay 
of its new 777X widebody model have 
combined for a rather poor second 
quarter. Boeing shares also fell 1% in 
premarket trading.

(Source: Daily Maverick).

yet been approved by the SANDF, but 
there does seem to be some open-minded 
progress towards a resolution. The issue 
of the wearing of hijab in the SANDF 
came to the fore after Major Fatima 
Isaacs allegedly refused an order to 
remove hers.

ANC leaders slain in Limpopo 
Valtyn Kekana, 54, and Alf Kanyane, 

32, have been killed in what is believed 
to be ongoing in-fi ghting in Limpopo. 
Kekana and Kanyane were believed to 
have been actively involved in rooting 
out corruption within their ANC-held 
regions. Provincial spokesperson Donald 
Selamolela has indicated that their deaths 
were possibly politically motivated.



Banele Mhango (16) has won the Sports Star of the Year Award at the Mpumalanga Sports 
Awards ceremony held on Sunday at the Emnotweni Arena in Nelspruit. The Lihawu High 
School learner hails from Pienaar in the Ehlanzeni District. Dubbed “The Master”, he was 
recently crowned national u/16 champion and joint African Youth champion. He also won 
a gold medal at SA Open Rapid Chess Tournament and a bronze at the SA Open Classic 
Championship. The Mpumalanga Sports Awards is a platform used by the Department of 
Culture, Sport and Recreation to honour, celebrate and reward sport excellence in the province.

Banele Mhango (16) has won the Sports Star of the Year Award at the Mpumalanga Sports 

 Chess player is Mpu sports star of the year
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THE Nkomazi Local Football 
Association (NKLFA) last week 
announced a new soccer tournament, the 
Nkomati Anthractie Cup.

The tournament, sponsored by coal 
mining company Anthractie, was 
offi  cially launched on July 23 and 
the fi rst games were played over the 
weekend. 

“The Nkomazi Local Football 
Association is happy to bring this new 
tournament to the people of Nkomazi. 
We have now started with the last 64 
(games) and will fi nish on 31 August. 
Four games will be played at four 
venues every weekend,” said the 
secretary for the NKLFA, Collence 
Silabela.

Mzinti Love & Peace were on 
the bitter end when they lost 0-9 to 
Steenbok Classic in the opening match 
of the tournament, held at Mangweni 
Peacemakers’ sports grounds. 

Mangweni Peacemakers managed 
to hold on to a 2-1 victory against 
Madadeni Lio, Ntunda Home Killers 
were defeated 0-5 by  Steenbok West 
Germany and Mangweni PJ Stars won 

Dex Sibiya 2-0 against Ntunda The Birds.
At the Skhwahlane Swazi Royal 

sports fi eld, Madadeni Black Stars’s 
hopes of advancing to the next round 
were shuttered by Magudu Mawewe 
Swallows who beat them 4-3.

Mawewe Black Hunters won 2-0 
against Steenbok Real Aces and Sibange 
Young Bucks played to a two all draw 
against Mgobodze Mawewe Celtics, 
which saw Bucks winning 4-3 on a 
penalty shootout.

The fi xture for the next games will be 
posted on the Nkomazi Local Football 
Association’s Facebook page.

Musa Magagula (in red gear) from Steenbok Arsenal  attempts to gain possession from 
Nkosinathi Lubisi of Mangweni Lugedlane United at the Steenbok Classic Sports Field. 

Anthractie soccer 
tournament 
o�  the ground

Other results:

Steenbok Arsenal 4-1 Mangweni 
Lugedlane United; Steenbok Mighty 
Aces 1-2 Mangweni Redkids; Steenbok 
Rising Stars 1 (3)-1 (4) Magudu Sogasa 
Royal Palace; Mhlambanyatsi Rovers 
2-3 Mzinti Intermilan.
Mawewe Shooting Stars 1 (3)-1 (4)
Mzinti Swazi Messengers; Mawewe 
Remember 0-2 Mzinti Young Waves; 
Mawewe Arsenal 1-5  Ntunda Big 
7; Mawewe Birds 1-0 Mawewe 
Stonebreakers.


