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THE recent spate of attacks on tourists 
in Mpumalanga is bound to have a 
negative impact on the tourism industry. 

This is according to Mpumalanga 
Community Safety, Security and 
Liaison MEC, Gabisile Shabalala, who 
condemned recent robberies and other 
criminal off enses committed against 
tourists in the province. Many of these 
occurred along the roads around Graskop 
and Sabie over the long weekend. 
According to authorities, several cases, 
including car hijackings and robberies, 
were reported.

The Kruger Lowveld Chamber of 
Business and Tourism (KLCBT) is also 
taking the matter to the highest possible 
levels to secure strong government and 
police intervention. The chamber said it 
was aware that S habalala was prioritising 
the situation and prompt interventions 
were anticipated from the SAPS and 
all relevant provincial government 
departments. Shabalala said the behaviour 
of criminals had an extremely negative 
impact on the provincial and national 
economy.

“We must work hand in hand with 
our communities so that we can bring to 
book the perpetrators that are torturing 

our tourists. They should also be harshly 
punished,” Shabalala said. 

“Tourism plays an important role in 
growing the economy of the country 
and the creation of much-needed jobs in 
our communities. Tourism provides for 
the eff ective domestic and international 
marketing of the province and the country 
as a whole,” she added. The MEC 
was concerned that attacks on tourists 
portrayed the province and the country in 
a bad light and also scared away potential 
investors.

“The robbers conduct these terrible 
acts by bringing cars to a halt in remote 
areas and rob the occupants of their 
valuables such as cash and bank cards. It 
is believed that tourists were followed and 
observed while they were at certain tourist 
attractions,” Shabalala added.

Meanwhile, stakeholders in the 
surrounding towns of the Kruger Lowveld 
region are working tirelessly to ensure that 
every possible step is being taken to keep 
tourists safe.

“Tourism safety is our absolute highest 
priority,” said Oupa Pilane, president of 
the KLCBT. We are doing everything in 
our power to ensure that there is no repeat 
of these unfortunate incidents. 
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THE annual Penreach Play Day held earlier this month at the Mbombela Stadium in 
Nelspruit, again added to the transformation in the lives of the toddlers who attended. 
Studies by the Department of Social Development have revealed that about 59.2% 
of children between the ages of 0 to 6 years live in circumstances of dire poverty, 
where play is non-existent. Penreach introduced Play Day to partner Early Childhood 
Development (ECD) centres in Mpumalanga in 2014. Since 2015, the event has been 
hosted at Mbombela Stadium, enabling them to keep growing. No fewer than 128 
Penreach early childhood development centres attended this fun day on the main 
playing pitch of the stadium, bringing along with them 339 practitioners and parents 
and a tremendous 3015 excited young children. Here, some toddlers are putting their 
soccer skills to the test. 

 Penreach brings excellence to the playing � eld
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 Community builder asks 
organisations to ‘renew’

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

PROMINENT community builder, 
Creseldah Ndlovu, fondly known as 
Bushbuckridge’s Mother Theresa, has 
urged emerging non-profi t organisations 
(NPOs) to be innovative. 

Ndlovu said new NPOs need to come 
up with sustainable projects, instead of 
“copying the same thing”.

She said she appreciated donations of all 
sorts of material to destitute families but 
emphasised that the upcoming community 
builders needed to come up with 
innovative ideas that would go beyond 
donations only.  

“Community builders need to come 
up with some social innovative and 
sustainable ideas that will create jobs 

and generate income. Our country faces 
unemployment challenges. We’ve had 
enough of the sanitary towels, feeding 
schemes and school motivations. Those 
who are already doing that must continue 
to do so, but the upcoming community 
builders must not do the same,” she urged.

Community builders should not be 
repetitive, like copying and pasting the 
same projects, because the recipients then 
depend on receiving instead of becoming 
independent, she said. 

“We need to be creative when we start 
the projects because donations will not 
take away the poverty. It will only be done 
once we come up with something that will 
empower young and old to become better 
people,” she added. 

Dimpho Mokone from Justitia said 
she used to receive food parcels and 
second hand clothes from the community 
builders, which she appreciated, but the 
problem was that donors could not pay 
attention to her only. 

“My challenge was that I got used to 
receiving and I did not know how to get 
it myself. When they had nothing to off er 
I would starve and my kids did not have 
proper uniforms either, until someone 
donated that. And that was painful,” said 
Mokone.  

“Then I was introduced to a salon 
business by a friend and that is when I 
became independent and managed to buy 
the things that I wanted. I believe that 
maybe if I was taught back then, I would 
have been far by now. While donating is 
right, we need to teach them how to do it 
by themselves,” she said.
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 NPO’s to receive 
funding by end 
of the month
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

ALL non-profi t organisations (NPOs) 
rendering welfare services to Mpumalanga 
communities would receive their quarterly 
funding before the end of this month, 
the Mpumalanga Department of Social 
Development said last week. 

Departmental spokesperson, Comfort 
Ngobe, said the department had been 
working around the clock to unlock 
administrative delays experienced during 
the fi nalisation of the service level 
agreements with the department during the 
fi rst quarter. 

“The matter which continues to 
receive the utmost attention from the 
department was caused by the high 
number of applicants received and 
ensuing verifi cation processes to ensure 
the smooth roll-out of their service,” said 
Ngobe.  

“The department had to ensure that due 
diligence is taken into account in a bid 
to avoid any fi nancial and administrative 
challenges. This current fi nancial year, 
the department has approved 1624 NPOs 
for funding. To date, 1140 NPOs have 
submitted their fi rst quarter claims. Of 
these, 210 have been paid, 553 have been 
captured and are waiting for payment, 
while 337 are currently being captured,” 
added Ngobe.

The head of social development, 
Mxolisi Mahlalela, confi rmed that the 
matter has been receiving “serious 
attention” and would be sorted out.Well known community builder, Creseldah 

Ndlovu.

Tourism under 
threat, police step in

COMMUNITY NEWS

“We are grateful to our colleagues 
in tourism and in government for their 
proactive co-operation in the face of these 
challenges.”

Some of the recent cases include fi ve 
attacks on tourists that occurred a few 
weeks ago in Graskop, Hazyview, Sabie 
and White River. All these incidents 
happened within a week. 

A high level priority meeting of 
government, law enforcement and 
private sector stakeholders were held last 
Thursday, where existing structures were 
re-enforced and additional measures were 
proposed and implemented. 

“These cases have been escalated to 
ensure priority investigation and we are 
hopeful that arrests will be made soon,” 
Pilane said. Meanwhile, a trip to South 
Africa that was supposed to be fun and a 
lifetime experience, turned into a terrifi c 
nightmare for fi ve Mozambican nationals 
when they were attacked by three knife-
wielding men in the Mbombela CBD last 
week. 

It is alleged that the driver noticed 
a suspicious white VW Polo sedan 
following them. When they reached a stop 
sign in Ferreira Street, the men suddenly 
approached the vehicle and tried to take 
the car keys from the driver.

One of the men reportedly ordered the 
passengers out of the vehicle, who refused 
to do so. The men then drew knives and 
attacked them, stabbing one of the tourists 
in the chest. The perpetrators fl ed after the 
attack.

Police are investigating all these cases.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“…Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved: for 
thou art my praise.”
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

A MAN who has spent 10 years in 
prison has turned his life around and now 
advocates the dangers of crime, especially 
to young people.

Simphiwe Mlotshwa (30) told his telling 
story at the Sport Against Crime event that 
was held last week at the Oakley Sports 
Ground in Bushbuckridge.

He urged residents of Bushbuckridge, 
one of the province’s areas that is hard 
hit by crime, to refrain from criminal 
activities.

The event was organised by the Calcutta 
Police Station in collaboration with the 
Mathibela Tribal Council, under the 
leadership of Chief Lemack Mokoena and 
Bushbuckridge mayor, Sylvia Nxumalo. 

Mlotshwa said he got arrested after 
killing two people who “invaded my 
territory where I used to sell drugs with a 

From criminal to youth motivator

Soccer legends who attended the crime awareness event at Oakley 
in Bushbuckridge last week are from right, former Orlando Pirates 
goalkeeper William Okpara, former Kaizer Chiefs goalkeeper 
William Shongwe, Da niel Mojela from Correctional Services and 
former Kaizer Chiefs striker Ather Zwane, with some fans.

Some of the people who a� ended the Sports Against Crime 
at the Oakley Sports Ground in Bushbuckridge.
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Sta�  Reporter

THE President listed South Africa’s 
priorities during the State of the Nation 
address (SONA) and promised an “ethical 
state”. 

And as always, more money will be 
thrown at existing problems to cut poverty, 
boost education and bail out Eskom. If the 
nation waited for a miracle cure, no matter 
how President Cyril Ramaphosa phrased 
it, it is not going to happen soon. 

The national media is unanimous when 
it calls the mentioned bold dreams, not a 
reality.

Our billion rand-sucking electricity 
giant, Eskom, will receive another R230 
billion bailout. 

Transnet came under serious scrutiny 

THE Kgarudi Traditional Council in 
Nkanini has warned people who bought 
a piece of land to erect structures within 
three months or face disownment of the 
property.

According to the council, if a plot 
remains unoccupied it should be sold to a 
new owner.

The council was commenting on an 
incident in which two women are at each 
other’s throat after they bought the same 
plot from the council.

Alvina Maphanga said she bought the 
plot for R4000 and erected a shack while 
she was accumulating money to build a 
decent house. She claimed that the council 
sold it again, without her knowledge.

THE Kruger Lowveld Tourism has 
received numerous enquiries from local 
accommodation establishments, as well 
as from inbound tour operators, seeking 
tourist friendly working farms which 
will permit people to visit and learn 
about their operation.

Should you be aware of any farms, 
which may off er farm tours or should 
your business off er farm tour packages, 
please contact Nomkhosi Tshabalala at 
013 755 1988.

The chamber would like to share this 
information with its members and the 
travel trade.

with new Minister of Transport, Fikile 
Mabula,  promising  “more aff ordable 
commuter transport for the low-income 
households.” 

According to Ramaphosa, high-speed 
trains will link rural areas with megacities. 
No more broken trains, aged equipment 
and vandalism. No more operating at 25% 
of Prasa capacity. And a “war room” to 
deal with arson and crime.

With all these early Christmas-promises, 
the question stays the same – where is all 
this money coming from? According to 
the President, “we want a South Africa 
where we stretch our capacities to the 
fullest”- translated it could mean, tax the 
already much poorer households even 
further. 

But, despite the pomp and stately 
splendour of the cheapest SONA ever 

“I was told that if I did not erect a 
structure at the land within three months, 
they will sell the land. I immediately put 
a shack on it and kept on maintaining 
the land while there are unoccupied plots 
next to mine. They did not sell the plots, 
because they are afraid of the owners,” 
said Maphanaga.

“They sold mine because I am just a 
girl and there is nothing I can do to them. 
I was not even informed that my land 
was sold to someone else, I only found 
out when I went there with bricklayers 
to assess the place. They demolished my 
shack,” said Maphanga.

She then confronted the new owner and 
demolished the structure. She alleged that 
she tried to involve the council but was 
ignored.

The “new” owner, Winnie Mohlala, told 

(half a million Rand less), the mighty 
Ramapanther did try and bring some hope 
of turning the tide of Zupta destruction 
into better days ahead.

He acknowledged that the cointry is 
confronted by serious challenges and 
that the economy is not growing and as a 
result, no new jobs are created.

And after everything had been said and 
done at the SONA? 

As Daily Maverick puts it so aptly: 
There are two main take-outs from 
Thursday’s SONA: The R230bn bailout 
for Eskom over the next decade, which is 
much larger than the R150bn February’s 
Budget had provided for, and Ramaphosa 
drawing a line in the sand over not 
changing the mandate of the South African 
Reserve Bank.

And the ANC yes-men agreed.

NEWSHORN that she was not aware 
the land belonged to Maphanga.

“All I want now is the money that I 
paid to buy the land and to build the 
house. Maphanga must make sure 
that she pays me because it was not 
my fault to occupy that land, because 
I bought it from the council,” said 
Mohlala.

When reached for comment, 
Kedibbone Mokoena, who deals 
with land allocation at the council, 
told NEWSHORN that the land 
now belongs to Mohlala because 
Maphanga failed to build a house in 
time and she “did not stay there for 
three years”.

“The rule is that you buy the land 
and after three months you build a 
house and move in,” she said. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

profi t of about R30 000 a week”.
Remembering the ordeal, Mlotshwa said 

it changed his life completely as his peers 
went on with their lives while he spent all 
these wasted years in jail. 

“The point I am trying to make is not 
to even start committing a small crime 
because it starts there, and next you will 
fi nd yourself committing a bigger crime 
that will put your life on hold for a long 
time,” said Mlotshwa. “Prison is a very 
diffi  cult place to be, whether you are old 
or young,” he said.

During the event, Calcutta Police 
Station Commander, Eunice Mayindi, 
said incidents of rape were extremely high 
in the area. She said the police therefore 
decided to bring young people together to 
talk to them about crime and how to deal 
with it. 

“As a police station, we realised that 
if we can come together in the name of 
sport, which is a unifying factor among 

 SONA - so near and yet so far for Ramaphosa

 Women at loggerheads over piece of land ownership

Chamber looking 
for tourist friendly 
working farms

Phone Amanda on 074-950-2616 or 
Raylee on 072-796-2936

young and old people, it will be easier to 
come up with solutions that could bring 
an end to criminal activities such as rape. 
We also sensitise the youth about the 
consequences of committing a crime,” she 
said. 

Mayindi appealed to community 
members to come forward with any 
information that may lead to the arrest of 
rapists and other criminals. 

Chief Mokoena shared her sentiments 
and pleaded with residents to take hands 
with the police to deal with crime in the 
area.  

Also speaking at the event, the 
Bushbuckridge mayor appealed to the 
police to respond immediately when 
residents report cases. 

The event was also attended by soccer 
legends, former Kaizer Chiefs striker 
Arthur Zwane and goalkeeper William 
Shongwe and Orlando Pirates’ William 
Okpara.
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TRAC communications manager Solange 
Soares Nicholson.

Cogta MEC Mandla Msibi (right) and Inkhosi Sandile Ngomane from the Mpumalanga 
House of Traditional Leaders in Mpumalanga during a meeting with traditional leaders in 
Mbombela last week.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Sta�  Reporter

MPUMALANGA journalists and 
communication practitioners attended a 
workshop in which they were trained on 
how to positively report on migration and 
health issues. 

The conversational workshop 
was presented by the International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM) in 
Nelspruit last week. 

“The media play an important role in 
shaping public perceptions, through the 
dissemination of information with the 
power to either enhance understanding 
and awareness of migration-related issues 
or contrary to foster stereotypes and pave 
way for discrimination and xenophobia,” 
the national communication and reporting 
offi  cer for IOM, Ntokozo Mahlangu, said.

Journalists from print and digital media 
attended the seminar that focused on the 
human aspects of migration by putting 
faces behind numbers given in statistics 
made in regard to migration. 

“Using the correct terminology, 
understanding legal aspects pertaining to 
migration and human rights, avoiding bias 
reporting and the use of images and videos 
are important,” explained Mahlangu.

He said that IOM was hoping that 
through the information shared to them 
they would become a motivational 
platform to reporters and media-houses 

TRANS African Concessions (TRAC) 
has started with the construction of the 
Karino Interchange in Mbombela. 

The R390 million project commenced 
earlier this month and will see the existing 
intersection transformed into a grade 
separated interchange. 

Roadworks will spread over four 
kilometres and the project is expected 
to take just over two years to complete. 
Traffi  c deviations of one lane free 
fl ow will be implemented throughout 
construction, which may result in slower 

to in turn become the voice of those who 
tend to be voiceless in communities. 

During Mahlangu’s presentations over 
the two-day workshop, he challenged the 
myths associated with foreign nationals 
such as the perception that foreigners are 
stealing jobs from locals. 

Journalists from the diff erent media 
houses agreed that the workshop was an 
eye-opener and the information would 
defi antly help improving how they report 
on migration and health stories.

“This workshop has been a learning 
curve for me. The smallest words that we 
use as journalists carry so much weight 
that can mean many things. As journalists 
we have somehow also forgot how 
much power we have as the media,” said 
Nkomazi Observer editor, Mduduzi Nkosi.

moving traffi  c.
This section of the N4 Toll Route has 

become synonymous with daily peak-
hour traffi  c delays at the KMIA/Plaston 
Road/N4 intersection, following a notable 
growth of residential areas such as 
Kanyamazane and Karino. 

The interchange will improve traffi  c 
fl ow onto and off  the N4 Toll Route and 
enhance safety, as it will eliminate the 
need for pointsmen who currently manage 
the morning and afternoon traffi  c. 

According to TRAC CEO Graham 
Esterhuysen, the project is in line with the 
company’s commitment to communities 
along the N4 Toll Route. 

Raubex Construction has been 
appointed as the main contractor.

“Apart from improved traffi  c fl ow, local 
communities will further benefi t from 
the initiative through job creation. Local 
contractors will be appointed to assist the 
main contractor. The process is already 
in motion, with the contractor following 
SANRAL’s 14-point plan for road 
construction projects,” said Esterhuysen.

This plan focuses on improved liaison 
with local communities and structures 
which in turn ensures inclusivity in the 
allocation of project-related work to 
locals. 

TRAC communications manager, 
Solange Soares Nicholson, said it was 
excited about the project and urges road 
users to be patient and cautious during 
the construction phase and to obey all 
road construction signage when travelling 
through the area.

 Journalists get hands-on training in 
health and migration reporting

 Karino Interchange will ease tra�  c � ow

The national communication and 
reporting o�  cer for IOM, Ntokozo 
Mahlangu, during his presentation at the 
workshop.

 Residents urged to report 
illegal initiation schools

Masoka Dube

RESIDENTS of Mpumalanga should 
immediately report illegal initiation 
schools to the authorities to prevent 
unnecessary deaths, the MEC for Co-
operative Governance and Traditional 
Aff airs (Cogta), Mandla Msibi, said last 
week. Every year between June and 
August, many parents in the province take 
their children to the mountain to attend 
such schools. 

This year’s initiation schools’ season has 
already started in Mpumalanga as well as 
other rural areas in diff erent provinces. 

The initiation practice known as 
“ingoma” is the traditional practice of 
the rite of passage to adulthood by young 
boys.

Msibi said illegal initiation schools were 
a risk that contributed to fatalities during 
the practice. He urged traditional leaders, 
community structures and parents to work 
together to prevent the mushroom of these 
schools in Mpumalanga.

“The Ingoma Act of 2011, gazetted by 
the Mpumalanga Provincial Government, 
regulates the practice of initiation schools. 

In terms of the Act, initiation schools are 
those that have been granted permission 
by traditional leaders in their area of 
jurisdiction. So, we appeal to parents to 
verify fi rst whether the initiation schools 
in their area are legal before allowing their 
children to attend the school,” Msibi said.

He added that his department was 
working closely with the department of 
health, law enforcement agencies and 
traditional leaders through the Ingoma 
Forum to prevent fatalities.

“The department of health has assigned 
medical doctors and nurses to screen 
initiates before participating in the 
initiation process. Law enforcement 
agencies are responsible for monitoring 
the legality of the initiation schools,” 
he added. Msibi warned people who 
contravene the Ingoma Act about arrest 
and prosecution. 

“Working with the South African Police 
Services, we will be merciless against 
those who operate illegal schools. We will 
ensure that the owners are given harsh 
sentences as a deterrent against fatalities,” 
he warned.

He also urged traditional leaders to take 
lead in the ingoma practice as custodians.
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Some of the explosives that were seized 
by the police last week during the arrest of 
suspects who were in the process of selling 
them.

One of the mortar bombs seized by police 
during an arrest in Nelspruit in March this 
year.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Masoka Dube

THREE men arrested for allegedly 
being caught in possession of dangerous 
explosives are expected to appear in the 
Secunda Magistrate’s Court on July 12. 

Nelis Vloon (34), Dewoonarain Roman 
(27) and Vincent Makwapa (35) have 
been granted R5000 bail each. They were 
arrested on June 5 and appeared in court 
the next day. The case was postponed for 
further investigation.     

“They were arrested by members of 
the Hawks, The South African Narcotics 
Enforcement Bureau (SANEB), the 
Dog Unit and Explosive Unit during 
an operation conducted in Secunda and 
Embalenhle last week,” Mpumalanga 
Hawks spokesperson, Captain Deneo 
Sekgotodi, said. 

She said the police received a tip-off  that 
three Thubillisha mine employees were 
selling explosives.  

The police immediately responded and 
arrested two of the suspects in Secunda 
and another in Embalenhle. The fi rst two 
pointed out the third suspect who was in 
possession of the explosives, she said. 

“They were arrested and charged with 
conspiracy in dealing in explosives and 
the third suspect, who was found in 
possession of four explosives cartridges 
and four detonators to the value of 
R40 000, was also arrested and the 
explosives were confi scated,” she said. 

A number of people were arrested in 
Mbombela in the recent past, after they 
were caught for the same off ense. In 
separate cases, four men were arrested 
in Nelspruit when they attempted to sell 
mortar bombs. 

In September last year, Mozambican 
nationals Isidro Antonio Cossa (35) and 
Xavier Rogerio Uurindja (32) and South 
African national Silver Ndlovu (69, were 
arrested in Nelspruit when they were 
trying to peddle rockets for R300 000 
each.  

A vehicle and explosives to the value 
of R1.6 million were confi scated,” 
National Prosecution Authority provincial 
spokesperson, Monica Nyuswa, said at the 

time. 
These cases are still underway and 

under investigation.
Another two cases are pending in which 

suspects attempted to sell explosives 
elsewhere in Mpumalanga. They were also 
nabbed by the police and arrested . 

It is believed that the explosives are 
being sold to criminals who are involved 
in serious crimes such as cash-in-transit 
robberies, ATM bombing s and other 
related violent crimes. 

Three in court after arrest for 
possession of dangerous explosives

Ellias Ani Chukwuemeka 
was denied bail after 
he allegedly produced 
fraudulent asylum 
documentation during 
his bail application in the 
Witbank Magistrate’s Court 
last week.

Fake papers land suspected 
human tra�  cker in jail

Masoka Dube

THE Witbank Magistrate’s Court has 
denied bail to a suspected human traffi  cker 
who allegedly produced 
fake asylum documents and 
was re-arrested.

Ellias Ani Chukwuemeka 
(33) applied for a formal 
bail application last week, 
but was rearrested in court 
and charged with fraud. 

Mpumalanga Hawks 
spokesperson, Captain 
Dineo Sekgotodi, said 
his bail application had 
been abandoned after he 
produced a fraudulent 
Asylum seeker permit and 
additional fraud charges 
were added.

She said it was alleged 
that the woman, from a 
neighbouring country, 
escaped from a house in 
Witbank last month, where 
she was held captive by 
Chukwuemeka, who gave 
her drugs and repeatedly 
raped her. She was then 
forced to join other 
prostitutes on the street.

“The victim told the police that she was 

phoned by a friend while she was still 
in her country, telling her to come to 
South Africa. The friend promised 
a better job at the same day of her 
arrival,” Sekgotodi, said.

“The arrangement was 
made and she travelled 
to Witbank where she 
was picked up by the 
suspect who took her 
to the place where she 
joined other girls.” 

Sekgotodi said the 
victim told police that 
she escaped from the 
house on May 31, 
while the suspect went 
shopping. Being foreign, 
she arrived in the CBD 
where she received 
assistance from the 
public who took her to 
the police station.”

Earlier this month, 
the case was transferred 
to the Hawks Serious 
Organised Crime 
Investigation Unit and 
the suspect was arrested 
and taken to court the 
same day, where he was 
arrested.

The case has been postponed to  July 
5 for further investigation.

ABOUT 100 senior citizens from old age homes in White River, Sabie and Nelspruit were 
entertained at Uplands School recently. Not only could they enjoy some dance, song 
and music performed by students, but they were also taught some new skills. They 
were divided into di� erent groups and practiced these new talents in choir singing, 
with musical instruments, art and dance before showing o�  in a � nal concert. SPAR 
provided snacks and lunch and donated a R200 food hamper to each of them. Senior 
citizens practice choir singing during an arts morning at Uplands. By: Alex Rose-Innes

 Senior citizens still have the moves
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LOVE can change the one you love, but 
more than that, love changes you! 

You see, when you choose to love 
instead of hate, YOU benefi t the most! 
YOU receive the greatest blessing. YOU 
gain more than you ever give away. 

1 John 3:18 teaches us how we convince 
or persuade our hearts in His presence. 
1 John 3:20 “…for whenever our heart 
condemns us, God is greater than our 
hearts, and He knows everything.” 

When you choose to love “in deed and 
in truth,” God assures your heart even 
when it condemns you. Too often, people 

Driving out your own demons
Pastor Hugh Sibuyi (Shammah Urban Church)Apostle Sandile Zwane (Residence of Grace Church)

The bene� ts of love
listen to their hearts more than they listen 
to God.

But when you choose to live in His love, 
you hear God saying, “Well done! You are 
my dearly loved child”. (1 John 3:1). So 
choose to love even when people hate you.

Hear God say to your spirit, “I am proud 
of you.” And fi nd the confi dence to keep 
on serving Him even when you think you 
have blown it, even when your own heart 
condemns you. 

That’s what happened to Peter. He had 
really blown it when he denied knowing 
Jesus three times as Jesus was on trial 
before the Jewish High Court. He was 
standing outside, awaiting the results of 
the trial, when a servant girl asks him, 
“You are not one of this man’s disciples, 
are you?” And Peter said, “I am not.”

Jesus appears in the doorway, looking 
right at Peter and Peter’s heart condemns 
him as he runs away in shame. Jesus asks 
Peter the same question three times, “Do 
you love me?” Each time, Peter responds, 
“Yes, I do love you.” 

God is devoted to people. To you, to me, 
to that person who hurt you. So when you 
can learn to see them through His eyes, 
to love them as He loves them, you will 
discover that He is present in you. 

LUKE 8:27-36 says, “...as Jesus stepped 
out on land, a man of the city who had 
demons met him. For a long time he 
had worn no clothes, and he did not live 
in a house but in the tombs. When he 
saw Jesus, he fell down before him and 
shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg you, do not torment me’, 
for Jesus had commanded the unclean 
spirit to come out of the man.”

In our current society and culture, we 
do not want to talk about demons and evil. 
We have become distrustful of religious 
healers and exorcists and spiritual 
counsellors who pin every distasteful and 
wicked thing that happens in the world on 
evil and demons. 

And it is true, that, the possession of 
the man we just read about in the gospel 
was probably due to some kind of mental 
condition. Until late in the 18th century, 
mental illness was still thought to be a 
form of possession by a demon. Today, we 
know that it could indeed be an illness and 
treat it as such, instead of locking people 
away in horrible conditions.

But in Jesus’ time, illness was blamed 
on demons and evil and sin actually living 
in and controlling the person. So, to cure 

a person of possession, the healer had to 
have power not only to name the demon, 
but the power to cast him out, to throw 
him out of the person’s life.

This man possessed by demons was not 
unlike any of us. We all have our little 
demons that torture 
us, like alcohol, 
drugs, mental illness, 
other addictions, 
greed, materialism or 
self-doubt. We fi ght 
daily to control these 
demons. Sometimes 
we are successful, 
sometimes we are 
not.

First, in order 
to get rid of our 
“demons” we must 
name them. It is much like an alcoholic 
must fi rst say, “Hello, my name is, and I 
am an alcoholic”. 

We are all “possessed” by some demon 
that keeps us from being whole. We need 
to be honest with ourselves and name and 
acknowledge that demon. Say it loud and 
clear, not under our voices so no one can 
hear. If we proclaim our demon it will 
have less power over us.

Pastor Hugh Sibuyi.

Apostle Sandile Zwane.

NOTICE TO SASSA 
BENEFICIARIES

Be aware that many scams are doing the 
rounds on social media.

Do not respond to messages claiming to be 
coming from SASSA asking you to disclose 
your ID or PIN details.

Contact SASSA toll free 0800 60 10 11 
for social grants services enquiries

Toll free: 0800 60 10 11
www.sassa.gov.za
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ACCORDING to this year’s Global 
Peace Index (GPI), Swaziland (eSwatini) 
rates among the 100 most peaceful 
nations in the world. Data on countries are 
supplied by the Economist Intelligence 
Unit. This year’s edition is in its 13th year 
and ranking 163 independent states and 
territories. eSwatini moved up 10 places 
from last year, on par with Sri Lanka and 
Argentinia. Iceland is the most peaceful 
place on earth. The global peace level has 
risen according to the GPI. As expected, 

 eSwatini one of 100 most peaceful nations

Two ‘rhino poachers’ die 
after crashing into goat

TWO suspected rhino poachers have 
died after crashing into a goat while 
fl eeing park rangers in Zimbabwe. 

The collision occurred at Bubye 
Valley Conservancy, on the outskirts of 
Beitbridge, near the South African border.

Zimbabwean newspapers reported that 
park rangers tracked four poachers, which 
led to a high-speed and ended when their 
car hit a goat and overturned. 

Two of the alleged poachers survived. 
They were charged with hunting a 
protected animal, but the other two, 
Godfrey Makechemu and Charles Runye, 
died of their injuries.

Prosecutors said the men’s tracks 

indicated they were following a rhino, 
before fl eeing in a Toyota vehicle when 
they saw park rangers in pursuit. 

“Acting on a tip-off , a police mobile 
unit saw the suspected poachers coming 
out of Bubye Valley Conservancy and 
heading towards a nearby Jopembe village 
and pursued them,” prosecutor Misheck 
Guwanda said.

A rifl e with telescopic sight was 
reportedly found at the scene of the 
accident .

James Mauto (41) and Celestino 
Shate (35), were remanded in custody 
on suspicion of poaching and are due to 
appear in court on 28 June.

INTERNATIONAL BRIEFS
$20bn (R288 057 000 000)

SLACK, the workplace chat app that 
stops you working, landed on Wall 
Street with a $20 billion valuation on 
Friday, more than three times what it 
was worth when it last raised money 
nine months ago.

US responds to Iranian drone 
shooting 

THE downing of a US Navy Triton 
drone in international airspace has been 
termed an “unprovoked attack” by the 
US Military. Iranian reports are that 
the drone was fl ying over its territory, 
a claim which the navy termed “false”. 
Both nations are walking an extremely 
narrow geopolitical tightrope at the 
moment.

Young man wins R11bn in lotto
A 24-YEAR-OLD man is the winner 

of the $768.4 million (R11 billion) 
US Powerball jackpot. Manuel Franco 
bought the winning ticket at a fuel 
station in New Berlin, Wisconsin in 
the US. Franco, who took his winnings 
in one lump sum, said he wanted to 
“help out the world” and pay for a 
family member’s university tuition. “I 
plan to live my life normal as much as 
possible,” he said. He added that, now 
that he has won, he will never play the 
lotto again.

$4.6-million
IS what an anonymous bidder paid 

to have lunch with Warren Buff ett, a 
record. The money goes to the Glide 
Foundation.

Tourists safe after Egypt hot air 
balloon incident

EGYPTIAN offi  cials said 11 tourists 
were safe after their hot air balloon 
drifted away, forcing them to land 
in the country’s southern desert. The 
offi  cials say the tourists, fi ve Indians, 
four Chinese, a British and an Egyptian, 
were ballooning over ancient Egyptian 
temples in the southern province of 
Luxor when strong winds took them off  
course and westward into the desert. 
Their pilot managed to regain control 
of the balloon and they eventually 
landed safely. A search airplane located 
the balloon and cars were dispatched 
to drive the tourists back to Luxor on 
Thursday.

Drone shootdown ‘big mistake’
US PRESIDENT Donald Trump said 

on Thursday that the Iranian shootdown 
of an American drone may not have been 
intentional, but a “mistake” by someone 
“stupid”. Trump spoke following a 
meeting with his top national security 
advisers after Iran, in what appeared 
to have been a major provocation, 
shot down what the US military said 
was an unarmed and unmanned US 
RQ-4A Global Hawk drone fl ying in 
international airspace over the Gulf of 
Oman near the Strait of Hormuz. 

Sub-Saharan countries show a defi nite 
deterioration, but King Mswati’s country 
is paving the way towards a peaceful 
environment.

Compared to other Sub-Saharan African 
countries. The country is among fi ve 
countries that showed improvement in 
the region. In Sub-Saharan Africa, the 
results were mixed last year across both 
indicators and countries. About 27 of 
the region’s 44 countries deteriorated in 
peacefulness, leading to a weakening of 
all three domains of the GPI, while 12 of 
the region’s 23 indicators improved and 
eight deteriorated.
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 SA’s new road rules are here, 
but they face problems

Sta�  Reporter

THE Automobile Association (AA) has 
penned an open letter to new transport 
minister, Fikile Mbalula, pointing to a 
number of areas that need urgent attention, 
including the new demerit system.

“The AA believes in a points-based 
system, and the original concept is good. 
It will punish the bad, warn the middle, 
and leave the good,” it said.

The association warned however, 
that the system in its current form, if 
implemented, will not in any way reshape 
the country’s roads to become safer – one 
of the original benefi ts.

“Instead, this system seems to have 
morphed into a better way for revenue 
collection by authorities, with no regard 
for safety or proper application of laws. 
The implementation of the Administrative 
Adjudication of Road Traffi  c Off ences 
(AARTO) should be prioritised but 
weighed against a review of its original 
objectives,” the AA said.

The association said that law 
enforcement on the country’s roads 
remains splintered, unco-ordinated, and 
largely ineff ective.

“Proper, eff ective licencing 
of prospective drivers, a more 
comprehensive approach to rooting out 
corruption and bribery at vehicle testing 
centres, and better application of vehicle 
roadworthiness is a start,” it said.

“Speeding, cellphone usage while 
driving, reckless and negligent road 
behaviour, and disregarding other drivers, 
are among the main problems.

“Yet these issues seem secondary and 

less important than checking for expired 
discs (a task, we believe, which is better 
managed through the eNATIS licensing 
system),” it said. 

New demerit system
Department of Transport offi  cials have 

confi rmed to BusinessTech that they have 
begun preparing for the roll-out of the new 
demerit system and are waiting for the bill 
to be signed into law.

The National Assembly voted in favour 
of the controversial AARTO bill in March.

With the bill having passed both houses, 
it now only needs a signature from the 
President – barring any hiccups which 
may cause him to send the bill back for 
discussion.

The amendment bill is expected to 
fundamentally change driving in South 
Africa, with some of the biggest changes 
including:

Failing to pay traffi  c fi nes can lead to 
a block on obtaining driving and vehicle 
licences and an administrative fee – in 
addition to other penalties;

Where documents previously had to be 
delivered by registered mail through the 
post offi  ce, in terms of the amendment, 
authorities will now also be able to serve 
documents electronically and can send 
reminders via WhatsApp and SMS;

A new demerit system will be 
introduced. Depending on the severity 
of the off ence, one to six points are 
allocated for off ences. If an infringer has 
more than 12 points, it will result in the 
disqualifi cation of the driving licence and 
three suspensions result in its cancellation;

The establishment of a new Appeals 
Tribunal which will preside over issues 
that are raised under the new bill.

DA leader Mmusi Maimane says the party 
will not get into bed with the EFF.

The leader of the EFF, Julius Malema. He 
wants to get his party’s hands on the top 
posts in Tshwane and Johannesburg.`

NATIONAL BRIEFS
Good Samaritan blesses homeless man

BI Phakathi once again managed to 
inspire South Africans with his kindness. 
Phakathi, who has become famous for 
helping the less fortunate, posted a video 
on Facebook which showed him blessing 
a homeless man. The man, who identifi ed 
himself as Jason, hands out small Bibles 
in return for a donation, but he was left 
emotional after meeting Phakathi. He 
gave the man a blanket, cold drink and 
bread before giving him money, despite 
the man revealing he had to overcome 
several challenges that planted “bad 
seeds” in his life. (Source: Briefl y.co.za).

EFF faces R1m in legal debt after 
losing several court cases 

THE EFF’s legal debts have been 
increasing in recent weeks following 
court defeats in their cases involving 
Karima Brown and Trevor Manuel, 

among others. The party’s debt is 
speculated at almost R1 million. 

Former spy boss slaps journalist with 
R35m lawsuit  

FORMER State Security Agency 
director-general, Arthur Fraser, has 
slapped author Jacques Pauw with a 
R35 million defamation case. An 
investigative journalist, Pauw made 
allegations in his novel, The President’s 
Keepers, against Fraser, who has served 
him and his publisher, NB Publishers, 
with a summons in the Western Cape 
High Court. 

In Pauw’s book, Fraser was accused 
of numerous crimes, including forging 
signatures, blowing billions in taxpayers’ 
money and getting his brother deals with 
the State. NB Publishers stood by its 
author and has retained legal counsel to 
defend Pauw and the book.

Sta�  Reporter

Sta�  Reporter

DESPITE the fact that South Africa 
increased its fruit exports by 8%, trade 
wars between the US and China made it 
clear that it aff ects the global production. 

Cherries, bananas and oranges are still 
topping the list, while table grape exports 
suff ered a small setback. 

All citrus sectors are lagging 2018 in 
terms of volume packed and passed for 
export. The prediction now stands at 2% 
less than 2018’s record crop and 3% less 

THERE is no chance that the DA would 
cave into EFF demands to take over the 
governance of the City of Tshwane.

DA leader, Mmusi Maimane, said 
last week that his party had a formal 
agreement with Cope, the ACDP and 
Freedom Front Plus, while the DA and 
EFF do not have a formal coalition.

“We’ve a written agreement and we’ve 
signed it. Those parties work together. 
That position hasn’t changed,” he said.

This follows comments from EFF 
leader, Julius Malema, who said his party 
wanted to formally partner in governing 
Tshwane and Johannesburg municipalities.

The EFF is eyeing mayorship in 

Trade wars impacting SA fruit growers

 DA says no to EFF coalition demands

than the original estimate. 
Valencia packing will now start to 

ramp up and as the fruit is harvested, the 
Valencia Focus Group will be able to 
update their prediction. 

Clementine packing is almost 
complete (97% of the prediction has 
been packed), while half the Nova’s 
predicted 3.1 million volumes are in 
cartons. 

Despite harsher trading conditions 
(trade wars), the South African Fruit 
Growers Association and its members 
are content with the good run thus far.

Tshwane and wants to grab control over 
the mayoral committee in the City of 
Johannesburg.

Maimane said the EFF had raised the 
issue of wanting to govern Tshwane. 

“We’ve gone out to say we have a 
formal agreement with a number of 
parties on a number of principles. Those 
principles are a market- based economy, 
building a capable state, eradicating 
corruption, a non- racial future and 
ultimately ensuring that we uphold the 
rule of law,” he said.

Maimane said the DA had not deviated 
from the principles that underpinned 
their agreement with coalition partners 
and his party would meet with coalition 
partners to discuss the matter raised by 
the EFF.

NATIONAL NEWS
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Elders hit the road in 10km Big Funny Walk
Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

SENIOR citizens from Bushbuckridge 
have proven that age is just a number 
when they participated in the 10km Big 
Funny Walk last week.

Both young and old took to the streets in 
the walk that was organised by the Youth 
Development and Survival Organisation 
(YDSO) to encourage people to lead 
a healthy lifestyle. About 80% of the 
participants were elders.

The founder of the organisation, 
Remember Sambo, said they realised that 
many people from the rural areas hardly 
exercised or visited their nearest primary 
healthcare centres for regular check-ups, 

they only went there when they were sick. 
“So we came up with this initiative in 

which grannies were invited to join in 
the 10km walk and invited professionals 
to talk to community members about the 
danger of not exercising,” he said.

A nurse therapist at Madras Clinic, 
Marriam Maseko, explained to them the 
importance of exercising. “It must be part 
of your routine, which will help you to 
live longer and avoid illnesses,” she said. 

“You do not need a fancy gym to 
exercise, but you can take a walk around 
the house or form a group and go to the 
nearest soccer fi eld and walk around 
maybe twice a week,” said Maseko.

She also pleaded with the youth to 
always know their status and to check 

Sta�  Reporter

THIS year’s Marloth Park Winter Fair 
will be held next Saturday (July 6) at the 
Henk van Rooyen Park in Marloth Park.

The fair has for the past decade been run 
by the Marloth Park Honorary Rangers to 
raise funds to assist in the fi nancing of its 
ongoing activities and projects. 

The Honorary Rangers are a non-profi t 
organisation that consists of Marloth Park 
residents who give of their own time 
to maintain the unique environmental 
attraction that Marloth Park off ers its 
residents and visitors. The winter fair has 
proven very popular with both residents 
and visitors alike, attracting more than 1 
300 visitors per day for the last two years. 

Visitors have been entertained by a 
live band, fun activities, food stalls, a bar 
and more than 50 fl ea market type stalls. 
Additionally environmental education 
has been undertaken by a number of 
environmental organisations including 
SAN Parks and the Honorary Rangers.

“For 2019 we have set ourselves 
ambitious goals in that we plan to target 
in excess of 1 400 visitors for the day 
plus have about 60 fl ea market stalls 
(many booked already) backed by food 
stations, a live band and a bar,” said 
event organiser, Mike Norton. People can 
contact Paul on 060 675 7275 or by e-mail 
at hrwinterfair@yahoo.com.

Marloth Park Winter 
Fair bigger, better

Miss Mpumalanga, Kebalepile Ramafoko, dancing with some of the senior citizens before the race started.

Sta�  Reporter

THE long weekend saw a jam-packed 
weekend of events in Wakkerstroom, at 
the annual Arts and Craft Ramble.

The opening and street fi re, on the 
Friday evening, was held outside the 
hotel’s conference room, where exhibitors, 
artists and visitors to Wakkerstroom 
gathered to network and enjoy the 
wide selection of “street” food that was 
available.

Lizelle Servulo of Volksrust performed, 
as a taster for her show to be held on the 
Monday. She entered three songs in the 
Talent Africa competition and won three 
gold awards. She headed off  to New York 
at the weekend to participate in Talent 
America.

Then the audience joined guest artist 
from Johannesburg, Chrisél van der 
Merwe, for a walk-about her exhibition 
entitled “Layerd Landscapes”. 

She said she grew up in a very small 
town and the smells, sounds and sights of 
Wakkerstroom brought back wonderful, 
vivid memories of her childhood. 

Van der Merwe explained that her 
work was very experimental in nature, 
and she worked in multiple mediums, 
including printmaking, sculpting, painting 
and installation. She presents a world of 
surfaces constructed in her “controlled-
accidental environments”.

The widest array of arts and 
crafts workshops and demo’s ran in 
Wakkerstroom for four days. Many 
visitors could not believe the selection, 
and many were hard-pressed to choose 
which of the 35 courses to do! 

The Mystery Craft Tea this year 
included the use of scissors, cardboard, a 
fork, a needle, string and wool. Students 
were also treated to tasty sweet treats 
made by the Dana Dienssentrum, as they 
enjoyed their interesting morning creating 
crafts. The arts and crafts exhibitors 
were set up in two halls, (double that of 

Jam-packed events in Wakkerstroom
last year) and included a wide variety 
from wirework to knitted woollen 
items, wildlife to painting and drawing, 
photography to woodwork, sewing and 
crochet to sketches, miniatures to pottery 
and scrapbooking to honey. 

One exhibit which attracted a lot of 
attention was a knitting exhibition, 
created by Jane Harley. Other stands 
included the suppliers of scrapbooking 
and canvas materials, from exhibitors 
from Johannesburg. Apart from the eye-
catching exhibition “She wore a Bonnet” 
at Ijuba Gallery, local artists Frances 
Kendall and Mark Devenney also opened 
their home studios to the public.

The children’s art competition entries 
of nguni cows were a delight to many, as 
the Wakkerstroom children were not given 
reference pictures and their drawings were 
done from memory and the heart. 

Chrisel van der Merwe and Mark 
Kotze announced the prize winners, 
thereafter Kristi Garland announced the 
winners of the Wakkerstroom Bird Club 
Sandy Twomey Memorial Photography 
competition and the name of the Bird 
Club’s new mascot – the secretary bird – 
Lord Fluff ybottom.

Youth Day also fell on the Art Ramble 
weekend, and saw a fantastic performance 
by the Lotto-funded Marimba band from 
eSizameleni. Spectators experienced an 
energetic, polished, professional hour 
of entertainment and saw a dramatic 
improvement in the confi dence of the 
children, including their new dance 
routine. 

Some of the Uthaka Gospel Choir 
members performed a few songs from 
their repertoire of gospel, traditional and 
choral songs. 

 The WMF (Wakkerstroom Music 
Festival) under 30’s, who have been 
taught music for the last few months, 
performed on stage for the fi rst time. 

The next Art & Craft Ramble will open 
on 12 June 2020. For all enquiries contact 
083 452 3363 or info@dekotzenhof.co.za.

for any diseases, especially when they 
notice some changes in their bodies, 
as well as doing a lot of exercising 
because of the kind of foods they were 
eating. 

“Knowing what you are suff ering 
from early can prevent the spreading of 
diseases to others and it can also help 
individuals to get treatment in time. 
Exercising will also prevent you from a 
lot of chronic diseases,” she added.

Magret Mokoena (78) told 
NEWSHORN: “I will always try to 
work out even when I am at home so 
that I can live a healthy life. My advice 
to the youth is that they must always 
watch what they are eating if they want 
to reach where I am today.”
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THE fi nal matches in the NEWSHORN 

Masoka Dube & ESA Soccer Tournament will take 
place at Kanyamazane Stadium on 
Monday.

Soccer lovers from all over the 

province are expected to fl ock to the 
stadium to watch their beloved soccer 
players displaying their talents. 

The under 13 fi nals will be played at 
9am when the Numbi Baby Lions will 
be facing Ntokozweni United FC. 

The soccer ladies fi nals will also 
be played on the day at 11am, when 
Flamingo Ladies FC take on TK Stars 
Ladies FC at 1.30pm, followed by the 
men’s senior semi-fi nals.

Thereafter the fans will be entertained 
by the legend challenge match, which 
will see the NEWSHORN & ESA 
legends displaying their skills against 
Ligwalagwala FM.  

The much-anticipated fi nal game 
in which Chillies Academy will be 
displaying their skills against Elshadai 
United will take place at 3.30pm. 

“We are calling on all soccer lovers 
throughout the province to come and 

watch the fi nals,” the tournament 
administrator, Walter “Fire” Mabuyawa, 
said.

“We would like to thank all those who 
supported the tournament since it started 
last month. A great thank you to our 
sponsor, NEWSHORN Media, and all 
other media houses that supported the 
tournament,” he said.

Meanwhile the semi-fi nals were 
played last weekend. In the fi rst game 
Chilies Academy FC beat Matsulu 
Chelsea FC 2-1, with the second 
semi-fi nal being won by Eshadai who 
defeated Mabila All-Stars 4-0 to book 
their place in the fi nal.

The losers’ fi nals took place at 3.30pm 
between Matsulu Chelsea and Mabila 
All-stars, with Chelsea emerging 
victorious after scoring four goals, while 
All-Stars managed to hit the net only 
once.

Elshadai United FC won the NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer Tournament last Monday by 
beating Chillies Academy FC 5-4 in a penalty shootout.
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THE Takealot Jock Classic Cycle 
Road Race aims to be one of the most 
inclusive events in the country when it 
takes place in Mpumalanga on 
July 13. 

 Jock Classic cycle race is close
Among the longest-running races in 

South Africa, the Jock Classic off ers the 
unique format of three legs in one day, 
starting and ending at the Mbombela 
Stadium in Nelspruit.

It will cover stages of 48.5km, 45km 
and 62km, with a specifi c starting time for 
each leg. 

At the prize giving were, from left, Walter Mabuyawa (organiser), André Brummer (NEWSHORN), Dr Protus Kum (NEWSHORN owner and executive director), organisers Dumisani 
Nkosi, Grace Pule and Sbusiso Mhlanga, Alex Rose-Innes, Tumelo Waka Dibakwane, Deneys Niewoudt and Amanda Joubert, all from NEWSHORN.

Elshadai wins NEWSHORN & ESA soccer


