
Wednesday 12 June 2019

Fire� ghters are being put through their paces during a practical test of a � re wall, where they  learn to endure heat, which they could experience on the � re line. 24 teams comprising 480 � re� ghters 
from Working on Fire in Mpumalanga concluded their Yellow Card Assessment Training for the upcoming winter � re season. Read full story on page 2.

Fire� ghters put to the test

Dex Sibiya

THE Nkomazi Local Municipality has 
urged the public to use water extremely 
sparingly as the area faces a shortage of 
water, municipal spokesperson, Cyril 
Ripinga, told NEWSHORN.

He said residents and businesses might 
experience periodic water shortages until 
at least June 25 and urged them to restrict 
water use to avoid severe water shortages 
during winter.

Ripinga said the shortage of running 
water in Malelane and surrounding areas 
is becoming a serious problem as the 
Crocodile River is also drying up.

“We plead with communities to reduce 
the amount of water that they use at their 
households. As much as it is important to 

Nkomazi faces water shortage
reduce the usage of water, our people also 
need to refrain from dumping waste in 
rivers because some of the things thrown 
in the rivers damage the water pumps,” he 
said. 

Residents were left without water for 
three days last week when some taps ran 
dry last Sunday evening. The supply was 
only restored last Wednesday morning.

Ripinga said the low levels of the 
Crocodile River at the Malalane extraction 
point at Fish Eagle Bend made it diffi  cult 
to pump water to the reservoir. An 
excavator was deployed to alleviate the 
problem while a burst pipe also worsened 
the situation.

“In Malelane, we experienced a problem 
where taps ran dry but we managed to 
work as quickly as possible to fi x the 
problem. However, one of the factors Municipal spokesperson, Cyril Ripinga.
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contributing to this shortage is the drying 
up of the Crocodile River, which aff ects 
the water storage levels. This is fast 
becoming a serious problem,” Ripinga 
said.

He said previously the municipality 
responded to a number of incidents that 
may have resulted in a loss of water from 
the municipal pump stations.

Another issue that posed a serious 
threat to the water supply was the theft 
of electrical cables from the transformer 
at Tonga Raw Water System, which was 
fi xed last week, he added.  

The municipality also installed a mobile 
pumping system to bypass the reservoir. 
However, water interruptions might 
still occur if residents do not use water 
sparingly, Ripinga said, but water tankers 
would be available to assist.
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Dr Roelof Botha explaining the country’s economic woes 
and future positives at the Emnotweni Arena last week.

Pictured here are � re� ghters who are theoretically and practically being tested on line 
construction, which prevents a � re from spreading.

Adriaan de Beer

THE Kruger and Lowveld Chamber 
of Business and Tourism (KLBCT) 
and Stabilis hosted a special Post-
Elections Business Breakfast at 
Emnotweni last week. 

A regular visitor to Mbombela, 
the well-known Dr Roelof Botha, 
shared his insights in the future of 
South Africa’s economy as it will be 
responding to the political scene. 

Botha predicted a 3% economic 
growth in the next year and shared that 

President Cyril Ramaphosa’s turnaround 
strategies are already bearing fruit, 

seeing a notable increase in foreign 
investment into the country.

He is adamant that the 
economic tide will turn under 
the leadership of Presi dent 
Ramaphosa.

Botha is the son of 
former Minister of 
International Aff airs, Pik 
Botha, who died last year. 

He is also the brother 
of rock legend Piet Botha 
(Jack Hammer) who died 
last week.

Botha remains optimistic about 
South Africa’s economic outlook

COMMUNITY NEWS

Fire� ghters ready and 
geared for � re season

Masoka Dube

IT WAS a great day for 24 teams 
comprising 480 fi refi ghters from Working 
on Fire (WOF) in the province, when they 
concluded their Yellow Card Assessment 
Training for the upcoming winter fi re 
season.

WOF is part of the Expanded Public 
Works Programme (EPWP) of the 
Department of Environmental Aff airs, 
aimed at recruiting young people from 
disadvantaged communities to work as 
fi refi ghters. 

Teams from all over the province 
recently took part in Yellow Card 
Assessment Camps, hosted last month at 
diff erent venues.   

“The assessments ensure that fi refi ghters 
are fi t and prepared for the upcoming 
winter fi re season, which is between 
the months of May and October,” WOF 
provincial communications offi  cer, 
Amanda Mthembu said.

“The programme consisted of fi tness 
training, including a 2.4km run which the 
male fi refi ghters are expected to complete 
in less than 12 minutes, while their female 
counterparts are expected to fi nish within 
14 minutes. The fi tness also included sit-
ups, push-ups, and pull-ups,” she said.

“Firefi ghters were also theoretically 
assessed through tests and practically 
assessed on various fi refi ghting 

techniques, which included the line 
construction that helps prevent a runaway 
fi re from spreading,” Mthembu added.  

A fi rewall - an activity in which 
fi refi ghters run through fl ames with their 
protective gear - was also completed to 
get used to the heat if and when they were 
to get trapped during a fi re. All these 
assessments are aimed at strengthening 
their fi refi ghting skills,” she added.

“Our fi refi ghters are ready and we urge 
landowners, in particular, to get into 
contact with us so that we can assist with 
the development of clear integrated fi re 
management services, which includes 
among others, prescribed burning, fuel 
load reduction, community fi re awareness, 
early detection, and fi re suppression 
plans,” said Mthembu. 

She also added that preparations for 
the fi re season were underway as the 
fi refi ghters were currently visiting schools 
and communities throughout the province, 
conducting fi re awareness talks and fuel 
load reduction, all over the province.

 “We urge communities to be more 
vigilant during this fi re season and not to 
start unnecessary fi res, particularly during 
dry days this winter. People are also asked 
to remove unnecessary rubble on their 
properties, which can pose a serious fi re 
risk and houses next to grasslands need 
to ensure that there are suffi  cient fi re 
breaks between their properties and these 
grasslands,” she concluded.
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Adriaan de Beer

THE Kruger and Lowveld Chamber 
of Business and Tourism (KLBCT) 
and Stabilis hosted a special Post-
Elections Business Breakfast at 
Emnotweni last week. 

A regular visitor to Mbombela, 
the well-known Dr Roelof Botha, 
shared his insights in the future of 
South Africa’s economy as it will be 
responding to the political scene. 

Botha predicted a 3% economic 
growth in the next year and shared that 

President Cyril Ramaphosa’s turnaround 
strategies are already bearing fruit, 

seeing a notable increase in foreign 
investment into the country.

He is adamant that the 
economic tide will turn under 
the leadership of Presi dent 
Ramaphosa.

Botha is the son of 
former Minister of 
International Aff airs, Pik 
Botha, who died last year. 

of rock legend Piet Botha 

“…And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness.” - NKJ
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Roots Butchery in Malelane remains closed 
after the owner apparently disappeared.

Nkomazi Local Municipality mayor Johan Mkhwatshwa testing a new gravelling truck 
purchased earlier this year. It is in full operation.
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Dex Sibiya

SHORT on the heels of the national 
elections, the Nkomazi Local Municipality 
announced that it would embark on a 
number of service delivery projects.

The municipality said a programme 
aimed at addressing burning issues, 
in which communities complained of 
before the elections, had already been 
implemented. 

A number of service delivery problems 
had been attended to, which include the 
overfl owing sewerage drains in Malelane 
and the poor conditions of roads around 
Nkomazi. 

“The roads maintenance team from the 
municipality were busy in Malalane fi xing 
the sewerage drains and cutting grass. 

Nkomazi municipality takes 
service delivery grievances to task

In Hectorspruit they were patching 
potholes at Kaff erboom Street, in 
Komatipoort they patched potholes in 
Lourance Street and in Marloth Park 
grading and gravelling at Birds Street also 
took place,” municipality spokesperson, 
Cyril Ripinga, said.

He said municipal graders were 
dispatched to grade and gravel roads 
following special requests from residents 
in KaHhoyi, Block C, Mangweni, 
Kamasimini, Schulzendal, Middleplaas 
and Mzinti.

However, other community members 
complained that the municipality 

Dex Sibiya

GIVEN Sibitane (29) will spend 
the next 38 years behind bars after 
being found guilty of rape and house 
robbery that he committed in 2013.

He was sentenced at the Nkomazi 
Regional Court last Monday. 

The court heard that Sibitane and 
Bheki Ncongwane (33) broke into an 
old woman’s house and ambushed 
her three children while they were 
asleep.

Even though Ncongwane 
was acquitted during the court 
proceedings, due to lack of evidence, 
Sibitane was found guilty of raping 
a 42-year-old woman before taking 
an amplifi er, two cell-phones, and 
money. For this, he received a 38-
year sentence.

Both were arrested two days after 
the crime was committed. 

Mpumalanga provincial police 
commissioner, Lieutenant General 
Mondli Zuma, said he appreciated 
the good work of the police. 

“I also appreciate all role players 
such as the prosecution and the 
judiciary in making sure that another 
menace to society is sent away for a 
very long time,” said Zuma.

 Rapist to spend 
38 years in prison

THEY APPEARED IN THE 
BOSCHFONTEIN PERIODICAL 
COURT ON MAY 7, NKOSI WAS 

RELEASED ON WARNING, 
WHILE ZULU WAS GRANTED 

R500 BAIL

COMMUNITY NEWS

Dex Sibiya 

EMPLOYEES from Roots Butchery in 
Malelane say they were left in the lurch 
about the closure of the business last 
month.

They claim that their employer still 
owes them money after the business 
closed down unexpectedly, which left 
scores of employees demonstrating 
outside the premises that day.  

Workers claim that they have not been 
told of a pending retrenchment.

Some of them said that one of their fl oor 
managers was tasked by the shop owner to 
collect all the remaining stock and sell it at 
local butcheries and then equally share the 
money among the employees. This never 
happened, they say. In fact, it is alleged 
that the manager did sell the products but 
never paid them the money.

NEWSHORN tried in vain to obtain 
comment from the manager in question, 
but he did not answer his phone or 
returned our voice messages.

Stanley Maseko from the South African 

Equity Workers Union Association 
(SAEWUA) confi rmed that the owner 
since “also disappeared”.  

“The employer failed to apply Section 
189 of the Labour Relation Act because 
he was supposed to retrench employees 
and pay them. Now I am here at 
Malelane alone with the employees and 
the employer is nowhere to be found,” 
Maseko told NEWSHORN.  

He said the union was attending to the 
issue to ensure that the workers get their 
money.

“I am going straight to the attorneys of 
a man called Max, who was the owner of 
the butchery.  This is to check if we can 
get something at all, because they are still 
waiting to come and fi ll in the forms for 
UIF, so that they can be able to go and 
claim their UIF,” Maseko said.

He said he was not sure if the employer 
made UIF payments.

Attempts by NEWSHORN to contact 
the employer bore no fruit. By the time 
of going to Press at least one worker 
confi rmed that none of the employees got 
paid. 

Roots Butchery workers left in 
the lurk after owner  ‘disappears’

neglected their areas. When asked about 
these allegations, Ripinga said the 
municipality would be in contact with 
them. 

“From Monday to Wednesday there is 
a weekly programme, where we service 
villages. Thursdays and Fridays we 
prioritise bereavements because we have 

a serious backlog. That is the reason we 
have taken this initiative to announce 
dates when graders will be dispatched to 
respective villages. Every week we will 
give details of the programme,” Ripinga 
said.

Last week, road maintenance works 
took place in Mzinti and Phosaville.
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 Mayor drives environment 
issues at award ceremony

Dex Sibiya

THE cleanness of the environment was 
essential for the economic development 
of the tourism industry in Nkomazi, 
executive mayor, Johannes Mkhatshwa, 
said last week. Speaking during 
Nkomazi’s Cleanest School Awards 
ceremony, held at the Sivutsa Lodge in 
Tonga, Mkhatshwa said the municipality 
was “strategic” when it came to tourist 
attraction. 

He said Nkomazi was geographically 
so well positioned, that it was possible to 
be in Malelane for a breakfast, eat lunch 
in Mozambique and on the same day 
have dinner in Mananga in Swaziland.

“That is what a tourist wants but there 
is no person who would prefer to be in an 
environment that is not safe and clean. 

“We can have programmes to attract 
tourists, but if the municipality is 
unclean, it will remain only in word that 
we are strategically located. 

It will not work in our favour,” said 
Mkhatshwa. 

The awards ceremony was held 
in celebration of the annual World 
Environment Day on the same day, 
in acknowledgement of 82 schools 
in Nkomazi that participated in the 
Nkomazi’s Cleanest School Competition. 
The winners also received prize money.

The competition, sponsored by the 
municipality and other stakeholders such 
as Coca-Cola, is held annually and is 
open to all schools in the municipality.

All monies won by the schools are paid 
directly to them, and they are encouraged 
to invest it towards initiatives that can 
help the government to introduce new 
methods of cleaning the environment.

Mkhatshwa said the involvement 
of schools was the fi rst move towards 
involving communities in assisting 
the government in establishing clean 
environments conducive for business 
investments and human habitation.

“To make sure we are in a clean 
environment  is not the responsibility of 
the municipality alone,” he concluded.
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The executive mayor of Nkomazi 
Municipality, Johannes Mkhatshwa, during 
his address at the Nkomazi Cleanest 
School Awards that took place in Tonga 
last week. 

Human Rights o�  cials visiting a school 
in Mpumalanga to educate learners 
about their rights. (Picture for illustration 
purposes only).

Masoka Dube

OFFICIALS from the Human Rights 
Commission (HRC) last week paid a visit 
to schools in Mpumalanga to educate 
children about reporting abuse to the 
commission. 

The visit was in line with the launch of 
the Child Protection Week campaign. 

Some of the schools that were visited 
include Letsakuthula Primary School at 
Nhlazatshe, Elukwatini in the Chief Albert 
Luthuli Local Municipality, Mgobodi 
Primary School and Tonga Primary School 
in Nkomazi.

“During the campaign, the South 
African Human Rights Commission was 
promoting its Child-Friendly Complaints 

Handling Procedures (CFCHP). The 
campaign was also meant to empower 
children with information that shall enable 
them to identify human rights threats 
or violations and report such directly to 
the commission,” SAHRC Mpumalanga 
Provincial Manager, Eric Mokonyama, 
said.

“The Commission is concerned 
about the well-being of all children in 
South Africa and continues to prioritise 
complaints of violations of children’s 
rights. We fi rmly believe that complaints 
involving children’s rights need to be 
treated with priority and sensitivity,” he 
said.

Cecilia Malope, a parent from 
Elukwatini, has welcomed the initiative 
and said it was a good thing to educate 
children about their rights. 

“I think it is very important to educate 
children so that they will easily know 
when they are being abused,” said 
Malope.

In March this year, the commission 
announced that the Mpumalanga 
Department of Education has violated 
learner’s rights to education by not 
supplying them with enough text books. 

The ruling came after the commission 
considered the department’s 2017/18 
annual report, in which the department 
admitted to not being able to meet its 
target relating to the provision of school 
textbooks.

 Human Rights Commission visit schools 
to educate learners about their rights

COASTAL Hire in Malalane now boasts two satellite o�  ces - one in Kamhlushwa and another, 
which just opened, in Marloth Park. With all the building in and around these areas, it 
provides the necessary small equipment for many owner-builders, contractors and DIY needs. 
Congratulations to Danise Meiring and her team. It really is about service delivery and it 
shows in the way she and the sta�  are branching out. She can be contacted at 013 790 1526 
or 072 785 2071. Danise Meiring (right), owner of Coastal Hire in Malelane, Kamhlushwa and 
Marloth Park, with sta�  at the opening of the Marloth Park branch.

 Coastal Hire opens branch in Marloth Park

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Masoka Dube

A 26-year-old teacher from 
Mabusabesala Secondary School in 
Weltevrede on the Mpumalanga Highveld, 
who allegedly invigilated a grade 11 mid-
year examination while wielding a gun in 
his hand, has been suspended.

The Mpumalanga Department of 
Education confi rmed that the man was 
expelled after the incident on June 4, 
while learners were writing a Tourism 
exam. 

“The department views this in a 
serious light and has already instituted 
an investigation to understand the 
circumstances that lead to this conduct. 
The department will send offi  cials to the 
school to off er counselling to learners 
who may have been traumatised by this 
act,” Departmental spokesperson, Jasper 
Zwane, said.  

“Given the nature of this incident, the 
school has been directed to open a case 
with the police. The department will 
monitor the developments at this school 
very close. This is an isolated incident and 
it may not be tolerated regardless of the 
circumstances,” he said.

“Those who are involved in the 
upbringing and moulding of children 
should always ensure that they set high 

moral standards,” said Zwane.  
The department urges teachers and 

stakeholders to uphold the honour and 
dignity of the teaching profession and 
expose any behaviour that seeks to 
undermine this virtue.

Teacher suspended for 
wielding  gun in classroom

while learners were writing a Tourism 
exam. 

serious light and has already instituted 
an investigation to understand the 

Sta�  Reporter

THE South African Social Security 
Agency (SASSA) has warned social 
grant benefi ciaries not to pay fees to any 
SASSA offi  cial or even scammers who 
pretend to be SASSA offi  cials. 

Any person demanding money for 
SASSA services must be reported to 
the nearest police station, it said in a 
statement.

SASSA Mpumalanga spokesperson, 
Senzeni Ngubeni, said the agency received 
numerous queries about fees to access 
SASSA services.

“SASSA would like to encourage 
benefi ciaries to report any SASSA offi  cial 
who requires money to provide services at 
this toll-free number: 0800 60 10 11,” he 
said.

“We are aware of many criminals 
preying on the frail old age and people 
living with disability as easy targets to 
be robbed. These criminals promise to 
off er SASSA services faster than a normal 
process. Benefi ciaries must not hesitate 
to report these people to the nearest the 
police,” said Ngubeni.

“All social grant recipients are reminded 
that the selling of SASSA gold cards 
is illegal and criminal. SASSA cards 
are available only at SASSA offi  ces for 
benefi ciaries who qualify and has been 
authorised to get a social grant,” he added. 

“When a person is found with illegal 
SASSA cards, he or she will face the 
mighty hand of the law. Benefi ciaries are 

warned to stop from the tendency of using 
SASSA gold cards to borrow money from 
loan sharks and thereafter come to SASSA 
offi  ces for new cards, trying to dodge the 
loan. Benefi ciaries misusing social grants 
payment cards are risking to be taken 
out of the social grants system and can 
be prosecuted by the State,” concluded 
Ngubeni.

SASSA warns people not to pay for services 

SASSA Mpumalanga spokesperson, 
Senzeni Ngubeni, warns people to be 
vigilant and not to pay o�  cials for services.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

RESIDENTS of Mpumalanga must 
protect women and children from 
abuse and against killers, Mpumalanga 
Community Safety, Security and Liaison 
MEC, Gabisile Shabalala, said last week. 

This follows a number of incidents in 
which women were killed in the province 
lately.

“In the past month alone, we have seen 
a number of incidents in which women 
and children were brutally killed here in 
the province,” Shabalala said.

These incidents include the gunning 
down of an Emalahleni police woman, the 
raping and killing of an 18-year-old grade 
12 learner in Pienaar outside Mbombela; 
the kidnapping and killing of two children, 
aged six and seven in Masoyi; the 
discovery of the body of a woman, which 
was dumped at the cemetery in Umjindi 
at Barberton, while at Msholozi  a nine-
year-old girl was allegedly raped and then 
burned to death.  Shabalala has called on 
all people to protect women and children 
against abuse. She said the police should 
thoroughly investigate these cases so that 
the perpetrators were brought to book and 
accordingly punished.

“These perpetrators should be 
given lengthy jail sentences in order 
to send a strong message that we are 
intolerant of the abuse of women and 
children,” Shabalala said. She stressed 
the importance of adequate support to 
victims and survivors of these tragedies 
so that they are not subjected to secondary 
victimisation.

“We should all play a role in ensuring 
that women and children are safe. 
Innocent people should not die while 
we watch and keep quiet. There are 
instances in which a murder is committed 
by a lover, which serves as a lesson that 

women must learn to walk away once 
they notice abusive actions from their 
partners,” Shabalala said. 

Annerie Weber from the DA Women 
Network (DAWN) in Mpumalanga, said 
crippling crimes against women and 
children in Mpumalanga were not just 
problematic but was a threat to human 
dignity and community safety in the 
province.

MEC Shabalala calls on public to protect 
women and children against abuse

Mpumalanga Community Safety, Security 
and Liaison MEC, Gabisile Shabalala.

Departmental spokesperson Jasper Zwane.
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Riverview Preparatory School is a charming English, co-educational, 
independent pre-primary and primary school, conveniently situated on 
the N4, 2km outside of Malelane. The school is positioned on a working 
sugar cane farm with beautiful views of the Kruger National Park. 
Lovely bird and tree life on the premises create a tranquil and calm 
learning environment for our happy children.

The school accommodates children from 18 months to Grade 7 in a 
warm, loving, Christian environment, which embraces all cultures. 
Classes do not exceed 25 children per class, creating a small and 
intimate structure for one-to-one teacher-student attention. 

Our committed sta�  are challenged with new ideas and techniques 
suited for the 21st century learning style, aiming for high-quality 
standards and continuous improvement. 

Riverview is known for its exceptional academic, sport and cultural 
standards, producing well-adjusted, academically sound, culturally 
aware and sporting competent children. Suited to the needs of the 
children, the school o� ers extra mural music lessons, additional 
language lessons, a speech and occupational therapist all on our school 
premises. 

School trips and tours are arranged annually to give our children more 
experience and exposure to di� erent places and � elds of knowledge. 
We believe that reading is the foundation of all learning and that 
children in primary school should have less homework and more time to 
learn through play. 

As a school that is completely child-centred, we strive to teach our 
children grit and con� dence,  developing their full potential to be 
ready and well adjusted for high school. We aim to be a school that 
encourages and pushes creativity and independent thought in its 
students. To facilitate transport, the school bus collects Riverview 
children every morning from Komatipoort, Marloth and Hectorspruit. 

RIVERVIEW 
PREPARATORY 

SCHOOL
Champions Inspired by Values

Since 1997

learn through play. 
As a school that is completely child-centred, we strive to teach our 

children grit and con� dence,  developing their full potential to be children grit and con� dence,  developing their full potential to be 
ready and well adjusted for high school. We aim to be a school that 
encourages and pushes creativity and independent thought in its 
students. To facilitate transport, the school bus collects Riverview 
children every morning from Komatipoort, Marloth and Hectorspruit. 

For school tours or appointments please contact
o�  ce@riverviewprep.org / 013 007 0984 / www.riverviewprep.org
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There is value in you Pastor Innomash Mashaba
(Eagles Christian Centre) 

Pastor Lucky Thwala  (Assemblies of God-Back to God)

The importance of forgiveness
Judges 6-12  reads …“And the angel of 

the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto 
him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valour.”

This scripture is talking about Gideon, 
he had a bad past and his presence did 
not look promising either. Life has been 
tough and rough not only on him but also 
to his whole family. The saying goes: 
“you cannot choose family”, you just fi nd 
yourself born into a family. 

Some people are privileged enough to 
be born in successful families and others 
not. I have learned that God planted value 
to everyone.

The angel of the Lord came to Gideon 
with good news. The angel came to 
announce heavenly news, announcing 
how God views Gideon “thou mighty 
man of valour”. God saw value in Gideon, 
belittled as he was and felt, God saw 
someone that has a great potential to save 
Israel. 

It does not matter how diffi  cult life is 
right now, stand up and look at yourself 
and declare that there is value in you. 

You are not useless. You are a blessing. 
You will make it in life. God did not make 
a mistake when He made you. Arise and 
shine for your light has come. There is 
value in you.

If you believe that this message is 
meant for you, read this prayer with me: 
“Heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus I 
pray. I repent of all my sins, please forgive 
me. Revive in me the value that You have 
planted in me. Thank You that my life will 
never be the same again. In Jesus name I 
pray. AMEN.

Please do send your testimonies 
via messenger at Innocent Mashaba 
Innomash.

Pastor Innomash Mashaba.

FORGIVENESS is not just a one-time 
act, but a way of life, meant to bring us 
into every blessing in Christ. 

“I say unto you, love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
that ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:44–45).

According to Jesus, forgiveness is not a 
matter of picking or choosing whom we 
would forgive. We cannot say “you have 
hurt me too much, so I am not forgiving 
you”. 

Christ tells us, “For if you love them 
which love you, what reward have you? 
Do not even the publicans do the same?” 

It does not matter who our grudge might 
be against. If we hold onto it, it will lead 
to bitterness that poisons every aspect of 
our lives. 

Forgiveness brings on spiritual famine, 
weakness and a loss of faith, affl  icting not 
just us but everyone in our circle.

Forgiveness transforms lives, causing 
the windows of heaven to open. It fi lls our 
cup of spiritual blessing to the brim, with 
abundant peace, joy and rest in the Holy 
Spirit. 

Jesus tells us, “If you forgive men their 

trespasses, your 
heavenly Father 
will also forgive 
you: but if you 
forgive not men 
their trespasses, 
neither will your 
Father forgive 
your trespasses,” 
(Matthew 6:14–15). 
Make no mistake: 
God is not making 
a bargain with us 
here. He is not 
saying, “Because 
you have forgiven 
others, I will forgive you.”

We can never earn God’s forgiveness. 
Only the shed blood of Christ merits 
forgiveness of sin. Rather, Christ is 
saying, in essence, “Full confession of sin 
requires that you forgive others.”

True repentance means confessing and 
forsaking every grudge, crucifying every 
trace of bitterness toward others. Anything 
less is not repentance.

His point: Forgive others, so you 
can move into the blessings and joy of 
sonship. God can then pour on you tokens 
of His love. Choose to forgive.

Pastor Lucky Twala.

Notice in respect of a licence in terms of the Petroleum Products Act, 1977 ( Petroleum Products Act no 120 of 1977)

This notice serves to inform parties that may be interested or aff ected that NKOMAZI INTEGRATED ENERGY CENTRE COOPERATIVE, 
hereinafter referred to as “the applicant” has submitted an application for a SITE licence, application number  G/2019/02/22/0001

FARM RE/495-JU SUPLEK
R571 
D797 ROADS
KWALUGEDLANE
KWALUGEDLANE

The purpose of the application is for the applicant to be granted a licence to undertake petroleum retailing activities as detailed in the 
application. Arrangements for viewing the application can be made by contacting the Controller of Petroleum Products by:
-Telephone: (013) 658 1400, or
-Fax (013) 656 4898; or
-Email: mohudi.machete@energy.gov.za
Any objection to the issuing of a licence in respect of this application, which must clearly quote the application number above, must be 
lodged with the Controller of Petroleum Products within a period of twenty (20) working days from the date of publication of this notice. 
Such objection must be lodged at the following physical or postal address:

Physical address
The Controller of Petroleum Products
Department of Energy
Cnr. Haig and Rhodes, Old Absa Building, Witbank

Postal address
The Controller of Petroleum Products
Department of Energy
PO 17851
Witbank
1035
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Morné Malan, senior 
researcher at the 
Solidarity Research 
Institute.

M arket does not buy Ramaphosa’s ‘new dawn’Parliament speeds up 
new AARTO legislation

Sta�  Reporter

THE fi nal amendments for the 
new AARTO legislation (Demerit 
System) have been made and passed by 
Parliament’s Portfolio Committee of 
Transport. 

The bill has gone to the National 
Assembly and has been passed last week. 
All that is left is for the bill to go to 
President Cyril Ramaphosa for assent and 
to be signed into law. This is expected to 
happen soon.

The biggest changes that AARTO will 
be making to drivers in South Africa 
are the following:

• Failure to pay tolls may lead to the 
suspension and removal of driving 
licenses and vehicle licenses.
• In the case of documents previously 
delivered by registered mail, the 
authorities will also be able to send 
documents via e-mail and send 
reminders via WhatsApp and SMS.
• The possibility of off enders being 
able to appear in court to challenge the 
prosecution will be removed. You will no 
longer be able to challenge the decision 
made by police offi  cers.
• A new system of demerits will be 
introduced, with one to six points for 
misdemeanours. If the off ender has 
more than 12 points, this will result in the 
removal of their drivers’ license.

But will this bill make any diff erence 
on the driving habits of South 
Africans? 

With all the corruption in South 
Africa the most likely outcome is to 
be failure. Many argue this may very 
well just be another avenue for traffi  c 
offi  cials to take more bribes.

“The AARTO Bill will not have the 
desired eff ect of enhanced road safety 
as we have seen little change in road 
users behaviour during the AARTO 
pilot project run in Tshwane and 
Johannesburg over the past decade,” 
said Rudie Heyneke, Outa’s transport 
portfolio manager.

What it means for drivers:
The Demerit System is here and 

we have been warned. Many people 
thought it would never make it this 
far and Parliament was just trying to 
put some fear into the South African 
drivers but clearly, they were wrong.

Every licensed driver will start off  
with 0 points and as he/she violates 
any law they will accumulate points. 
After the accumulation of more 
than 12 points, the drivers’ license 
will be suspended, after the third 
suspension, your driver’s license will 
be terminated. 

You accrue multiple demerit points 
in a single incident because the points 
are awarded per violation and not a 
period of time. 

Sta�  Reporter

THE trade union Solidarity was shocked 
to learn that the latest GDP fi gures 
performed even worse than the pessimistic 
forecasts. 

Although analysts and experts agreed 
that the market would indeed see a 
contraction for the fi rst quarter of 2019, 
Solidarity was appalled when the quarterly 
decline of 3,2% was announced. 

Morné Malan, senior 
researcher at the Solidarity 
Research Institute (SRI), said 
the most frightening aspect 
of the fi gures released by 
StatsSA on 6 June, was that 
gross fi xed capital formation 
has decreased for the fi fth 
consecutive quarter. 

“In other words, since 
President Ramaphosa’s 
election as ANC president at 
the end of 2017, we have only 
seen a steady decline in the 
market’s willingness to invest 
in the South African economy 
over the long term,” Malan added. 

Solidarity also expressed concern about 
the state of the mining industry, which 
shrank by 10,8% in the fi rst quarter of 
2019, after also contracting by 8,9% and 
3,8% respectively in the previous two 
quarters. 

“It is no coincidence that the contraction 
in other sectors goes hand in hand with 
growth in general government services. 

This sector has grown the most, and it 
remains our main cause for concern that 
this growth comes at the expense of the 
productive sectors. 

The state is becoming more infl ated by 
taking more money out of the economy, 
which is put to poor use by creating 
even more barriers for the private 
sector,” Malan said. Solidarity cautioned 
Ramaphosa to urgently apply himself 
to get rid of the ruling party’s countless 
policies that are not conducive to the 

economy. 
“It is not just expropriation 

without compensation; it is 
the over-regulation of the 
labour market; it pertains to 
the obstacles put in the way 
of starting new businesses; 
the minimum wage; it is black 
economic empowerment; the 
Mining Charter and other 
charters. There is almost no 
end to the list. 

“There is a myriad of poor, 
counterproductive policies, 
and the fact is that sweet talk 
does not make business any 

easier. The solution for Mr Ramaphosa 
and his new cabinet does not lie in urgent 
interventions at all, but urgent withdrawal 
from the economy and from what is the 
business of businesspeople, instead. 

Government caused the problem 
through its superfl uous involvement in 
the economy. Only they can solve it by 
less interference in the economy,” Malan 
concluded.

INTERNATIONAL BRIEFS
Semenya free to run during appeal

CASTER Semenya can run in her 
events while the IAAF’s discriminatory 
policy against her is appealed. She will 
be able to compete without restriction 
during this process, ruled the Federal 
Court of Switzerland. The ruling had 
been upheld by the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport, something which the Swiss 
court clearly thought warranted further 
appeal.

IAAF seeks quick reverse of Semenya 
reversal

However, the IAAF has lurched down 
from its crypt and released a statement 
shortly afterwards, hoping for the “swift 
reversal” of the Swiss court’s ruling in 
favour of Semenya to compete without 
hormone therapy. The IAAF believed 
that a reversal would help preserve the 

“integrity of the sport”. 

$4.6-million (R 67 482 000)
THISm is what an anonymous bidder 

paid to have lunch with Warren Buff ett, 
a record. The money goes to the Glide 
Foundation.

Australia soccer union wants prize 
parity

AUSTRALIA’S women’s and men’s 
soccer teams should earn the same prize 
money in the World Cup. This was the 
message sent from the Professional 
Footballers Australia, the country’s 
player union. At present, the women’s 
team earned half that of their male 
counterparts, something the union wants 
changed. The pay gap at the World Cup 
itself is currently a whopping $370 
million (R3 894 213 000)  diff erence.

NATIONAL BRIEFS
Is the president scared of 
confrontation?

IS THE president scared to put his 
money where his mouth is? It has come 
to light that the presidential debate 
on May 8 saw our new President not 
available for a public confrontation with 
other political parties. When the ANC 
said no, the debate was cancelled. Now 
the DA’s leader, Mmusi Maimane, is 
calling Ramaphosa  “scared.” – Alex 
Rose-Innes. 

EFF lose against Karima Brown 
THE South Gauteng High Court has 

ruled last Thursday against the EFF 
in its treatment of journalist Karima 
Brown. The court ruled in favour of 
Brown, with costs awarded to her. The 

EFF has now lost two legal tussles in 
short order this month, fi rst against 
Trevor Manuel and now Brown. With 
another case pending involving Sanef, 
the party’s legal team is set to fi le a 
massive IRP5 at the end of the tax year.

Worst GDP contraction in a decade 
for South Africa 

YOU can thank Eskom for South 
Africa’s worst quarterly performance 
since the global recession 10 years 
ago. Power cuts and ongoing trade 
war-related uncertainty drove mining 
and manufacturing to new depths, all 
combining for a bleak economic picture. 
In response, Bloomberg announced it 
had cut its forecast for South Africa’s 
2019 growth to under a single percent. While stocks last. E&OE. 

CTM Nelspruit
Oewer street, c/o R40 & Eastern Boulevard, Riverside Park, Nelspruit   •   013 755 2006/7
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Every purchase over R3�500 on this promotion will be automatically entered into the 
Bathroom Makeover competition to the value of R50�000.

Ts & Cs apply. Visit www.ctm.co.za/bb for more information. 

BATHROOM MAKEOVERWIN R50�000
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MOZ NEWS

MILLIONS of pounds later, granted by the European Union, the Danish Red Cross is still assisting 
Mozambique’s water � ooded areas after cyclone Idai with emergency situations and transport. 
A special supply route has now been established to ensure relief is reaching the hardest hit 
areas. Red Cross sta�  is also able to assist now that Beira’s port is accessible again. Malawi and 
Zimbabwe have also buckled under the severity of the latest cyclone. In the photograph is a 
house on � re after it was struck by lightning.

Danish Red Cross still at work in Mozambique

Alex Rose-Innes

“A DEFINITIVE peace 
agreement should be concluded 
by the beginning of August,” 
Mozambiquan president, Filipe 
Nyusi, said at the end of a 
meeting with Renamo leader, 
Ossufo Momade, in Chimoio on 
Sunday. 

Mozambique will have a 
defi nitive peace agreement by the 
fi rst week of August, according to 
its current president.

The reality
Meanwhile, 16 people were 

killed in the northern area of 
Mozambique when an ambush 
saw one of the most horrendous 
attacks in the area last week. 

Many people died at the scene, 
among them three soldiers. 

Proof that people were shot 
in the back while fl eeing, has 
shocked even hard-core police. 

So far, during May, 25 deaths 
have been reported, dozens have 
been injured, houses burnt and 
houses looted which paint a 
diff erent picture.

The political talk

Major upgrade between Matola and 
Maputo nears completion

Sta�  Reporter

TRAC announced that the major 
upgrade of the N4 between Matola 
and Maputo (Sections 19 and 20) in 

Mozambique, will be completed next 
week (18 June) and auxiliary works were 
expected to be fi nalised next month. 

This project, to upgrade both sections 
to a six-lane carriageway, started in May 
2017. 

Roadworks 
also included the 
rehabilitation of 
the existing paving, 
widening of several 
bridges, construction 
of the median as 
well as barrier 
walls, drains and 
walkways. 

The median 
between the Shoprite 
Intersection and the 
Maputo Plaza is yet 
to be constructed. 

This part of the 
project is delayed due to circumstances 
beyond TRAC’s control, but will be 
discussed, and decided on, following a 
meeting with Administração Nacional de 
Estradas (ANE). 

Although two lanes on either side of the 
carriageway remained open throughout 
the project, the nature of the roadworks 
resulted in traffi  c disruptions over the past 
two and a half years due to lane width 
restrictions and other construction-related 

aspects. In view of 
this, TRAC thanked 
all road users for 
their patience and 
understanding 
during this time.  

“TRAC prides 
itself on off ering 
quality road 
infrastructure 
and therefore 
continuously works 
on improving and 
maintaining 
our route. 

We value our 
road users and take our commitment to 
maintaining the N4 Toll Route on par with 
world standards seriously, for their benefi t 
and safety,” communication manager 
Solange Soares Nicholson said.

THEY APPEARED IN THE 
BOSCHFONTEIN PERIODICAL 
COURT ON MAY 7, NKOSI WAS 

RELEASED ON WARNING, 
WHILE ZULU WAS GRANTED 

R500 BAIL

The major upgrade of the N4 between Matola and Maputo will be 
completed next week.
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SPORT NEWS

 Violence marks Selati Cup � nal 
as Boschfontein claims victory

Dex Sibiya

BOSCHFONTEIN FC became the fi rst 
team to defend their title successfully, 
against Langeloop Blue Crane FC, 
when they won the Selati Cup at the 
KamHlushwa Stadium last week.

However, they had to contend with 
violence among supporters when the fi nal 
whistle blew after a penalty shootout.

Displeased Blue Crane supporters, 
who were upset with the result, 
started hurling empty liquor bottles 
at Boschfontein supporters. At least 
one physical altercation ensued before 
people took to the streets and some Blue 
Crane supporters used rocks and tyres 
to barricade the road passing through 
their home town, Langeloop. This is the 
quickest access route to the stadium, 
which left the winning team and its 
supporters stranded.

After the game, Langeloop supporters 
defended their actions, telling 
NEWSHORN that they would be 
“disrespected by allowing supporters of 
Boschfontein FC to pass through their 
location”.

But, not overshadowing a great game, 
the match was a repeat of last year’s fi nal, 
when Boschfontein won the game on 
penalties following a 3-all draw.

After 90 minutes of play, with the scores 

level, Langeloop Blue Crane returned to 
the pitch eager to grab victory, only to 
be disappointed when extra time ended 
in a goalless draw. Boschfontein won the 
resulting penalty shootout 4-3.

“We are so excited to have reached 
our goal of making history in the Selati 
Cup, our impact will never be forgotten. 
The team worked hard to make this 
happen and we are very proud to have 
been able to pull this off ,” Boschfontein’s 
coach, Piet Chauke, said. Organisers 
of the tournament have in the past 
implemented security measures to 
attend to violence inside and outside the 
stadium, however it seems to be on the 
increase. Match offi  cials and referees 
who have also complained of harassment 
from supporters, begged that they (the 
supporters) should understand that they 
have no control over players.

In reply to an inquiry by NEWSHORN 
with regards to safety and security 
measures at the stadium, tournament 
organisers and sponsor, RCL Foods, 
said the Selati Cup Local Organising 
Committee convened an urgent post-
match review meeting and the incident 
was under investigation. At the time of 
going to Press the outcome had not yet 
been released. Meanwhile, Langeloop 
Blue Crane‘s management last week 
apologised unconditionally for the “unruly 
behaviour of our supporters”.

THE Takealot Jock 
Classic Cycle Road 
Race aims to be one 
of the most inclusive 
events in the country 
when it takes place 
in Mpumalanga on 
July 13. Among the 
longest-running races 
in South Africa, the 
Jock Classic o� ers 
the unique format of 
three legs in one day, 
starting and ending 
at the Mbombela 
Stadium in Nelspruit. 
It will cover stages 
of 48.5km, 45km 
and 62km, with a 
speci� c starting time 
for each leg. The 
Takealot Jock Classic 
three-stage, one-
day cycle road race 
starting and ending in 
Nelspruit on July 13, 
has various options 
on o� er to be as 
inclusive as possible. 
(Photo: Memories 4U 
Photography).

 Takealot Jock Classic cycle race around the corner

Notice in respect of a licence in terms of the Petroleum Products Act, 1977 ( Petroleum Products Act no 120 of 1977)

This notice serves to inform parties that may be interested or aff ected that NKOMAZI INTEGRATED ENERGY CENTRE COOPERATIVE, 
hereinafter referred to as “the applicant” has submitted an application for a RETAIL licence, application number  G/2019/02/22/0002

FARM RE/495-JU SUPLEK
R571
D797 ROADS
KWALUGEDLANE
KWALUGEDLANE

The purpose of the application is for the applicant to be granted a licence to undertake petroleum retailing activities as detailed in the 
application. Arrangements for viewing the application can be made by contacting the Controller of Petroleum Products by:
-Telephone: (013) 658 1400, or
-Fax (013) 656 4898; or
-Email: mohudi.machete@energy.gov.za
Any objection to the issuing of a licence in respect of this application, which must clearly quote the application number above, must be 
lodged with the Controller of Petroleum Products within a period of twenty (20) working days from the date of publication of this notice. 
Such objection must be lodged at the following physical or postal address:

Physical address
The Controller of Petroleum Products
Department of Energy
Cnr. Haig and Rhodes, Old Absa Building, Witbank

Postal address
The Controller of Petroleum Products
Department of Energy
PO 17851
Witbank
1035 
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NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer 
Tournament � nals on Monday
THE fi nal matches in the 

NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer 
Tournament will take place at 
Kanyamazane Stadium on Monday.

Soccer lovers from all over the 
province are expected to fl ock to the 
stadium to watch their beloved soccer 
players displaying their talents. 

The under 13 fi nals will be played at 
9am when the Numbi Baby Lions will 
be facing Ntokozweni United FC. 

The soccer ladies fi nals will also 
be played on the day at 11am, when 
Flamingo Ladies FC take on TK Stars 
Ladies FC at 1.30pm, followed by the 
men’s senior semi-fi nals.

Thereafter the fans will be entertained 
by the legend challenge match, which 
will see the NEWSHORN & ESA 
legends displaying their skills against 
Ligwalagwala FM.  

The much-anticipated fi nal game 
in which Chillies Academy will be 
displaying their skills against Elshadai 
United will take place at 3.30pm. 

“We are calling on all soccer lovers 
throughout the province to come and 
watch the fi nals,” the tournament 
administrator, Walter “Fire” Mabuyawa, 
said.

“We would like to thank all those who 
supported the tournament since it started 
last month. A great thank you to our 
sponsor, NEWSHORN Media, and all 
other media houses that supported the 
tournament,” he said.

Meanwhile the semi-fi nals were 
played last weekend. In the fi rst game 
Chilies Academy FC beat Matsulu 
Chelsea FC 2-1, with the second 
semi-fi nal being won by Eshadai who 
defeated Mabila All-Stars 4-0 to book 
their place in the fi nal.

Masoka Dube

The losers’ fi nals took place at 3.30pm 
between Matsulu Chelsea and Mabila 
All-stars, with Chelsea emerging 

victorious after scoring four goals, 
while All-Stars managed to hit the 
net only once.

Chillies Academy FC made it to the NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer Tournament � nals. They 
will be playing against Elshadi on Sunday.   

Elshadai FC reached the NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer Tournament � nals in which they will 
be playing against Chillies Academy FC. 

RESULTS of the women’s semi-
fi nals:

Group A:
Mashamp’lan Ladies FC loses 0-13 to 
Flamingo FC; Butterfl y Ladies FC win 
7-0 against Mashamp’lan Ladies FC; 
Flamingo FC beat Butterfl y Ladies FC 
1-0.  

Group B:
TUT Ladies FC loses 0-1 to TK S 
Stars FC; Zwelisha Ladies FC then 
loses 0-3 against TUT Ladies FC; TK 
Stars FC beats Zwelisha Ladies FC 
3-0.
Flamingo FC and TK Stars FC 
booked themselves a place in the 
fi nals on Monday.

Results of the u/13 Mini League 
quarter fi nals:

Cheese Boys FC beats Numbi United 
FC 3-0; Numbi Baby Lions triumphs 
over Junior Stars 3-0; M3V FC scores 
two goals while Mpumalanga Stars 
could not fi nd the net; Junior Stars 
beats Numbi United 3-1; Mpumalanga 
Stars scores eight goals against 
Cheese Boys FC’s nil; M3V FC wins 
3-0 against Junior Stars; Numbi Baby 
Lion FC beats Mpumalanga Stars 1-0. 
Numbi Baby Lion, Mathebula 
FC, Ntokozweni FC and M3V FC 
progressed to the semi-fi nals on 
Monday.

GET IN TOUCH

Phone Amanda on 074-950-2616 or 
Raylee on 072-796-2936
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advertising needs?
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