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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

TWIN sisters Thulisile and Thobile 
Amon know hardship and have overcome 
many an obstacle in their 20 years, 
but they have never allowed their dire 
circumstances to stand in their way of 
success. 

The elated athletic stars will soon be 
jetting off  to New York City, where they 
will be studying towards a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Social Services, courtesy of a 
scholarship from Monroe College. But 
they do not have the necessary fi nances 
needed to fulfi l their dream.

The college has been following the 
talented pair’s performances on the 
domestic athletics scene, particularly in 
the middle distance running and track 
events as well as their personal lifes.

However, they might not be able to 
further their studies abroad because 
the scholarship only covers tuition fees 
and accommodation, and not fl ight 
tickets, visa application fees and Student 
Exchange Visitor Information System 
(SEVIS) fees, among others. SEVIS is 
a fee payment for prospective full-time 
and exchange foreign students before the 
Department of State issues you a visa.

In fact, the sisters don’t even have 
money to cover monthly expenses such as 
toiletries or clothing.

“We will basically have to cover our 
own fl ight costs each year until we 
complete our studies,” said Thobile. “We 
will be in the US for four years, and we 
expect to return home at least once a 
year.”

Thulisile and Thobile were orphaned at 
the age of eight and were raised by their 
single mother. They never knew their 
father.

They were then taken in by the 
Middelburg Care Village, an orphanage 
based in Middelburg, Mpumalanga. There 
they got involved in athletics through 
the Nkangala Athletics Academy and 
participated in many events in the region. 

A social worker at the Village, Phindile 
Mtshweni, said they were good children 
with a bright future in athletics, pleading 
with members of the public or businesses 
to support them where they can. 

“Growing up without parents is a huge 
challenge, but these two never put that in 
their mind. They make sure that they excel 
in everything they do,” Mtshweni said.

“I believe they will make a success of 
this scholarship and also put our province 
on the map, but that will only happen if 
we can give them the money that they 
need to get to New York,” said Mtshweni.  

In athletics, the duo became a force to 
be reckoned with in the middle-distance 
event, accumulating almost every award 
on off er. 

Emmanuel Mabaso, chairperson of 
the Nkangala Athletic Academy, said the 
twins’ performances in domestic athletics 
championships also attracted the attention 
of TuksSport High School, which 
off ered them a sports scholarship. It is an 
independent co-ed school, which forms 
part of the High Performance Centre 
and shares its vision of off ering a unique 
sporting and learning environment for its 
learners.

“I was not surprised when Monroe 
College off ered them the scholarship,” 
said Mabaso. “Three other international 
colleges, namely New Mexico, Barton 
College and Clouds College had also been 
following their lives and also off ered them 

Twin sisters Thuli and Thulisile Amon do not let dire circumstances stand in their way of success. They need money to go overseas to 
study in New York. Photo: Jason Koopman
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Money could leave orphan 
twins’ study dream in tatters

scholarships. “
The reason they accepted the Monroe 

College scholarship, said Thulisile, was 
because it was “one of the best colleges 
in academics and sports. There are also 
former schoolmates from high school 
who study at the college. 

We think it will be easier to adapt to 
academic life with people we already 
know,” she said.  

Mabaso said return fl ights from 
Oliver Tambo International Airport to 
JFK Airport would cost them around 
R22 000. The twins intend to depart on 
10 August and return on 31 May next 
year. They shall require return fl ights 
each year until the completion of their 
studies.

“We estimate that the total amount of 
all items to be about R39 700,” he said.

Thobile and Thulisile are currently 

under the care of Nkangala Athletic 
Academy chairperson, Emmanuel 
Mabaso, and the guidance of their 
grandmother, who is a pensioner with 
many health challenges.

They believe that studying at Monroe 
College in New York will help them 
achieve their goals in both athletics and 
education.

“Without receiving the sponsorship, 
these dreams will remain unfulfi lled,” 
said Mabaso. 

“The pledge can be in whole or in part 
of the above requirements, mainly being 
return fl ights tickets.”

Anybody who is prepared to sponsor 
the girls in any way, can contact Amanda 
Joubert at NEWSHORN on 074 950 
2616 (or e-mail: amanda@newshorn.
co.za) or Mabaso at 072 527 6810 (or 
e-mail: emabaso@hotmail.com). 
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JUST Sam to host Youth 
Month in Bushbuckridge

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE event  production company, JUST 
Sam Productions, will be hosting the 
Ultimate Youth Celebration Conference in 
Bushbuckridge at the weekend.

The conference, which will take 
place on June 16 and 17 at the Mkhuhlu 
Assemblies of God, will be celebrated 
under the theme “Purpose Driven”.  

Just Sam executive director, Sam 
Mkhabela, said he decided to organise the 
event after numerous requests from the 
youth to comply.

“As a production company, we have 
been receiving calls from young people 
asking us to host a conference that 
will talk about young people who are 
unmarried. We then thought it was about 
time we do that. We decided that it should 
not just be an ordinary show, and we 
will be equipping them in fi nding their 
personal purpose in life,” he said.

Mkhabela said the youth would be 
taught on achieving their goals in life 
and also how to take care of themselves 
before they tie the knot. He said most 
young people wanted to marry, hoping 
they would  learn to be independent from 
within the marriage. 

“We will assist them in discovering 
their personal purpose while they are still 
young, and how to overcome challenges 
that face the youth of today. That is 
why we have invited some experts to 
address them. We will also have open 
fl oor discussions where they can raise 
any issues aff ecting them,” explained 
Mkhabela. 

Among the speakers is well-known local 

writer, Christopher Letsoele, who will be 
talking to the youngsters about diff erent 
aspects of life with the emphasis on 
education as a tool to independence before 
getting married. 

The conference is open to all people, 
not only for the youth, although it is youth 
orientated. The public is invited to come 
and enjoy light-hearted entertainment by 
classy comedians and other artists who 
will be performing. 
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Executive director, Sam Mkhabela, from 
JUST Sam Productions.
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Sta�  Reporter

SOLIDARITY announced a network of 
work with a budget of R4,5 billion. 

It will include a comprehensive 
alternative school system, an occupational 
training college, a university, fi nancial 
aid for education, a youth movement, 
a network of occupational guilds, 
mentorships, job placement, protection in 
the workplace and continued education. 

According to Dr Dirk Hermann, 
Chief Operations Offi  cer of Solidarity, 
the NetWork will assist its members 
throughout their whole career path.

“The Solidarity NetWork is a major 
leap into the future. Although emigration 
has become a focal point of discussion 
again, most of the people remain here. It 
does not help to become despondent. We 
have one alternative and that it is to use 
what we have and build with it. We must 
take the bull by the horns and create the 
conditions to stay here freely, safely and 
prosperously. The very reason why we 
will be successful is because there is no 
other alternative,” Hermann said.

The Solidarity NetWork depends 
strongly on education and training. The 
largest projects are the development 
of a fully-fl edged university with a 

campus, sports facilities, residences, 
and an active student life. Solidarity’s 
occupational training college, Sol-Tech, 
will also receive a new modern campus 
with residences and sports facilities, 
the development of a comprehensive 
alternative Afrikaans school system by 
the Centre for School Support, which 
will not only support public schools but 
will also establish a new school network. 
A comprehensive Afrikaans world-class 
private educational pipeline will be 
off ered.

“The fact that the Solidarity NetWork 
is investing so much in education and 
training is a strong political point of view 
with the message that we shall stay here 
and plan for the next generation. The 
Solidarity Research Institute recently 
published a report which states that the 
birth rate of especially Afrikaner families 
have risen again. Therefore, we must plan 
and build for the following generation 
who is now building sand castles at 
preschool institutions,” Hermann said.

The Solidarity NetWork will still focus 
strongly on protection in the workplace.

The initiatives will be fi nanced by 
diff erent sources, one of the largest a new 
property investment company, Kanton, 
which will facilitate a partnership between 
capital and culture.

 Solidarity announces network worth 
billions for Afrikaans students

COMMUNITY NEWS

Phone Amanda on 074-950-2616 or 
Raylee on 072-796-2936
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Teacher suspended 
for wielding 
gun in classroom

Masoka Dube

A 26-year-old teacher from 
Mabusabesala Secondary School in 
Weltevrede on the Mpumalanga Highveld, 
who allegedly invigilated a grade 11 mid-
year examination while wielding a gun in 
his hand, has been suspended.

The Mpumalanga Department of 
Education confi rmed that the man was 
expelled after the incident on June 4, 
while learners were writing a Tourism 
exam. 

“The department views this in a 
serious light and has already instituted 
an investigation to understand the 
circumstances that lead to this conduct. 
The department will send offi  cials to the 
school to off er counselling to learners 
who may have been traumatised by this 
act,” Departmental spokesperson, Jasper 
Zwane, said.  

“Given the nature of this incident, the 
school has been directed to open a case 
with the police. The department will 
monitor the developments at this school 
very close. This is an isolated incident and 
it may not be tolerated regardless of the 
circumstances,” he said.

“Those who are involved in the 
upbringing and moulding of children 
should always ensure that they set high 
moral standards,” said Zwane.  

The department urges teachers and 
stakeholders to uphold the honour and 
dignity of the teaching profession and 
expose any behaviour that seeks to 
undermine this virtue. 

Sta�  Reporter

A GRADE six learner from Marite 
in Bushbuckridge, who was allegedly 
expelled from school because she could 
not provide a birth certifi cate, has returned 
to her classroom after NEWSHORN 
intervened. 

Amela Nkosi (13), a learner at the 
Bakutswe Secondary School, was 
allegedly banned from school in February 
but was allowed to resume classes last 
week. 

Amela’s father, Elias Nkosi, contacted 
NEWSHORN who investigated the 
matter. It was subsequently settled after 
journalist, Tumelo Waga Dibakwane, paid 
a visit to the school. 

Nkosi said authorities at the school told 
his daughter to stay at home until she 
produced a birth certifi cate. 

NEWSHORN  intervenes in young 
learner’s expulsion from school 

He said he had been unsuccessful in 
obtaining a birth certifi cate since Amela’s 
birth, because her biological mother was a 
Mozambiquan citizen. 

“This made the process diffi  cult and 
caused numerous delays,” Nkosi said.

“But I am happy that my daughter is 
back at school. I thought her future was 
doomed as there was nothing I could do. I 
begged the school to take her back, while 
I was busy to sort out the certifi cate issue, 
but I was told to come back when the 
certifi cate is available,” said Nkosi. 

“I am grateful for what NEWSHORN 
has done for me. I believe the school took 
advantage of me since I was not familiar 
with schools law,” he added. 

An ecstatic Amela told NEWSHORN 

City of Mbombela municipal manager, 
Niel Diamond.

Elias Nkosi and his daughter Amela are rejoicing after she was allowed back to school 
following expulsion because she did not have a birth certi� cate.

Departmental spokesperson Jasper Zwane.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

CRIMINAL activities and the growing 
number of informal traders along the R40 
in Hazyview have a negative aff ect on the 
tourism industry.

This was disclosed at the Hazyview 
Chamber of Business and Tourism 
(HCBT) annual general meeting that was 
held in Hazyview last week. 

The aim of the meeting, chaired by 
HCBT chairperson, Chris Harvie, was to 
discuss issues that negatively aff ect the 
local tourism industry.

Other issues also identifi ed as 
problematic include noise pollution, 
illegal traders operating in town, poor 
road infrastructure as well as other related 
issues.

“On the issue of informal traders, the 
area does not have the necessary law 
enforcement offi  cers dealing with the 
problem at Hazyview. And the number of 

hawkers is growing, especially now with 
the orange season. 

“However, the chamber understands 
that they are trying to make a living from 
selling the fruits on the R40 road,” said 
Harvie.  

City of Mbombela municipal manager, 
Niel Diamond, was present at the event. 
He said there was a need to allocate a 
place where the hawkers would grow and 
operate their businesses without disturbing 
traffi  c. 

“We need to understand that those 
hookers need to survive and we cannot 
just evict them because of by-laws. But 
we noticed that they keep on coming back, 
and we should allocate a place for them 
where they can trade. Then we will see a 
decline in numbers of illegal traders,” said 
Diamond. 

The chamber suggested that speed 
bumps be installed instead of the rumble 
strips on the R40 hill to De Rust and again 
from De Rust to the Mugg and Bean Total 
fi lling station. 

“And the rumble strips at Perry’s Bridge 
do not slow people down but they make 
a terrible noise. Lastly, it’s strictly illegal 
to pay cash to a traffi  c offi  cer or any other 
offi  cial on the roadside,” the chamber said.

I AM GRATEFUL FOR WHAT 
NEWSHORN HAS DONE FOR 
ME. I BELIEVE THE SCHOOL 

TOOK ADVANTAGE OF ME 
SINCE I WAS NOT FAMILIAR 

WITH SCHOOLS LAW

COMMUNITY NEWS

that she was happy to be back at school 
after her four month stay at home. She 
promised to work very hard to catch up 
with her school work, to ensure she would 
progress to the next grade next year. 

“I thought I do not have a future 
anymore because I had to stay at home 
while other children could go to school,” 
she said. 

Meanwhile, national Department of 
Basic Education spokesperson, Elijah 
Mhlanga, said no child should be told to 
stay at home because they did not have a 
birth certifi cate. 

“No law states that a child must be 
kicked out of school because they do not 
have a birth certifi cate. Any principal that 
chases a learner from school because he 
or she does not have a birth certifi cate 
is acting against the South African 
constitution,” he said.

The department would investigate the 
incident, he said.

Criminal activities, hawkers on R40 drive tourists away
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Sta�  Reporter

RESIDENTS of Mpumalanga must 
protect women and children from 
abuse and against killers, Mpumalanga 
Community Safety, Security and Liaison 
MEC, Gabisile Shabalala, said last week. 

This follows a number of incidents in 
which women were killed in the province 
lately.

“In the past month alone, we have seen 
a number of incidents in which women 
and children were brutally killed here in 
the province,” Shabalala said.

These incidents include the gunning 
down of an Emalahleni police woman, the 
raping and killing of an 18-year-old grade 
12 learner in Pienaar outside Mbombela; 
the kidnapping and killing of two children, 
aged six and seven in Masoyi; the 

THE South African Social Security 
Agency (SASSA) has warned social 
grant benefi ciaries not to pay fees to any 
SASSA offi  cial or even scammers who 
pretend to be SASSA offi  cials. 

Any person demanding money for 
SASSA services must be reported to 
the nearest police station, it said in a 
statement.

SASSA Mpumalanga spokesperson, 

discovery of the body of a woman, which 
was dumped at the cemetery in Umjindi 
at Barberton, while at Msholozi  a nine-
year-old girl was allegedly raped and then 
burned to death.  Shabalala has called on 
all people to protect women and children 
against abuse. She said the police should 
thoroughly investigate these cases so that 
the perpetrators were brought to book and 
accordingly punished.

“These perpetrators should be 
given lengthy jail sentences in order 
to send a strong message that we are 
intolerant of the abuse of women and 
children,” Shabalala said. She stressed 
the importance of adequate support to 
victims and survivors of these tragedies 
so that they are not subjected to secondary 
victimisation.

“We should all play a role in ensuring 
that women and children are safe. 
Innocent people should not die while 
we watch and keep quiet. There are 
instances in which a murder is committed 
by a lover, which serves as a lesson that 
women must learn to walk away once 
they notice abusive actions from their 
partners,” Shabalala said. 

Annerie Weber from the DA Women 
Network (DAWN) in Mpumalanga, said 
crippling crimes against women and 
children in Mpumalanga were not just 
problematic but was a threat to human 
dignity and community safety in the 
province.

Senzeni Ngubeni, said the agency received 
numerous queries about fees to access 
SASSA services.

“SASSA would like to encourage 
benefi ciaries to report any SASSA offi  cial 
who requires money to provide services at 
this toll-free number: 0800 60 10 11,” he 
said.

“We are aware of many criminals 
preying on the frail old age and people 
living with disability as easy targets to 
be robbed. These criminals promise to 
off er SASSA services faster than a normal 
process. Benefi ciaries must not hesitate 
to report these people to the nearest the 
police,” said Ngubeni.

“All social grant recipients are reminded 
that the selling of SASSA gold cards 
is illegal and criminal. SASSA cards 
are available only at SASSA offi  ces for 
benefi ciaries who qualify and has been 
authorised to get a social grant,” he added. 

“When a person is found with illegal 
SASSA cards, he or she will face the 
mighty hand of the law. Benefi ciaries are 
warned to stop from the tendency of using 
SASSA gold cards to borrow money from 
loan sharks and thereafter come to SASSA 
offi  ces for new cards, trying to dodge the 
loan. Benefi ciaries misusing social grants 
payment cards are risking to be taken 
out of the social grants system and can 
be prosecuted by the State,” concluded 
Ngubeni.

MEC Shabalala calls on public to protect 
women and children from abuse

 Good Samaritan has a 
name, they call him Lucky

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

SINCE he was a small child, he had an 
urge to help poor families, but he could 
not aff ord it.

This is the story of 25-year-old Lucky 
Ndogo from Mkhuhlu outside Hazyview 
who sells clothes and uses the money 
to buy uniforms and sanitary wares for 
destitute families. 

Ndogo said he knew he had to work 
hard in order to upgrade his standard of 
living before he could help others. This he 
did.

“Bushbuckridge is one of the poverty-
stricken villages and most of the families 
here depend on social grants, while others 
do not have any income at all. Some of the 
children from poor families suff er to such 
an extent that they quit school, many of 
them turning to crime,” he said.

Lucky started his campaign to help the 
poor three years ago, when he was an 
intern at the Mpumalanga Department 
of Education. He was earning a stipend 
of R2500 per month, of which he used 
most to buy clothes and sell them to local 

residents. 
The Good Samaritan has become a 

household name. He invited business 
people and individuals who are prepared 
to help the less fortunate, to do so. 

He said he realised from the start that he 
did not need millions of Rand to help the 
needy. 

He managed with a small amount of 
money to buy valuables and donated that 
to some of the schools in the area. 

“So far I have donated school shoes 
to one of the primary schools and with 
the help of Tiger Business Enterprise, 
I also donated full school uniforms to 
20 learners. Currently, I am working on 
buying sanitary towels for those who are 
in need of it,” he added.

One of the children who benefi ted from 
Ndogo’s generosity, Thembeka  Nkowane, 
said she was very grateful for what he has 
done for her because her mother could not 
aff ord a new uniform as they only depend 
on a social grant. 

“I feel encouraged now to stay at school 
because I have a better uniform and I look 
the same as my fellow learners. I used to 
wear an old, torn uniform,” she said.
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SASSA Mpumalanga spokesperson, 
Senzeni Ngubeni, warns people to be 
vigilant and not to pay o�  cials for services.

Mpumalanga Community Safety, Security 
and Liaison MEC, Gabisile Shabalala.

Learners from Ntshuxeko  Primary School celebrating after they received new school 
shoes from Lucky Ndogo.
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SASSA warns not to pay scammers
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Masoka Dube

IT WAS a great day for 24 teams 
comprising 480 fi refi ghters from Working 
on Fire (WOF) in the province, when they 
concluded their Yellow Card Assessment 
Training for the upcoming winter fi re 
season.

WOF is part of the Expanded Public 
Works Programme (EPWP) of the 
Department of Environmental Aff airs, 
aimed at recruiting young people from 
disadvantaged communities to work as 
fi refi ghters. 

Teams from all over the province 
recently took part in Yellow Card 
Assessment Camps, hosted last month at 
diff erent venues.   

“The assessments ensure that fi refi ghters 
are fi t and prepared for the upcoming 
winter fi re season, which is between 
the months of May and October,” WOF 
provincial communications offi  cer, 
Amanda Mthembu said.

 Working on Fire recruits ready and geared for winter season

Masoka Dube

UNIVERSITY of Mpumalanga top 
student, Hlengiwe Patronella Zulu, is a 
living witness that perseverance is the 
mother of all success.     

Zulu, who was born in Tjakastad near 
Carolina on the Mpumalanga Highveld, 
was one of the students who graduated last 
month. 

The shining star of the university 
obtained an overall 80. 9% mark and in 
the process bagged 26 distinctions from 29 
modules in her Bachelor of Development 
studies. She is currently a Peer Educator 
and mentor for fi rst-year students, while 
working towards her Master’s Degree.    

The star said she had to work very hard 
to achieve these results.   

“During my studies, I was very 
committed and had a study plan. I would 
study from Sunday until Thursday. On 

weekends I spoiled myself by going to 
watch my favourite movies and then 
socialise with friends,” said Zulu.

“We have diff erent ways of studying as 
students; I prefer to use books and slides 
to create my own notes,” she said. 

She said that she also made use of 
YouTube videos related to her fi eld of 
study and advised fellow students to put 
more eff ort and commitment into their 
work.  

“A student must be willing to go an 
extra mile so that he or she can achieve 
better results, she said.  

Some of her previous achievements 
include the Academic Excellence Award 
and the Vice Chancellor Award for the 
best graduate of 2018 and an Academic 
Excellence Award in 2017. She was 
employed by the university as a tutor in 
economics in 2017 and 2018.

Zulu is involved in a number of 
projects at the university as well as in the 

Pictured here are � re� ghters who are theoretically and practically being tested on line 
construction, which prevents a � re from spreading.

Fire� ghters are put through their pace during the practical test of a � re wall, where 
� re� ghters learn to endure heat, which they will experience on the � re line.

Hlengiwe Patronella Zulu receives her 
Bachelor’s degree in development studies. 
She is the top student at the University of 
Mpumalanga. She is currently doing her 
Masters degree. 

Facts to know about Zulu:

• She was born in a family that was 
not doing well � nancially and she 
was raised by a single mother. 
• She never had money to pay for her 
higher institution studies and was 
assisted by relatives.
• She attended Makhosonke Primary 
School and completed her grade 12 
at Insika Senior Secondary school 
(a public school with not enough 
resources). 

community.
“My vision is to become a teacher or 

a lecturer. I am very passionate about 
building the youth of South Africa. I 
am an entrepreneur in the making and 
my business vision is to be a social 
entrepreneur dealing in women health 
related issues,” the vibrant young woman 
said.

University of Mpumalanga honours top student

“The programme consisted of fi tness 
training, including a 2.4km run which the 
male fi refi ghters are expected to complete 
in less than 12 minutes, while their female 
counterparts are expected to fi nish within 
14 minutes. The fi tness also included sit-
ups, push-ups, and pull-ups,” she said.

“Firefi ghters were also theoretically 
assessed through tests and practically 
assessed on various fi refi ghting 
techniques, which included the line 
construction that helps prevent a runaway 
fi re from spreading,” Mthembu added.  

A fi rewall - an activity in which 
fi refi ghters run through fl ames with their 
protective gear - was also completed to 
get used to the heat if and when they were 
to get trapped during a fi re. All these 
assessments are aimed at strengthening 
their fi refi ghting skills,” she added.

“Our fi refi ghters are ready and we urge 
landowners, in particular, to get into 
contact with us so that we can assist with 
the development of clear integrated fi re 
management services, which includes 

among others, prescribed burning, fuel 
load reduction, community fi re awareness, 
early detection, and fi re suppression 
plans,” said Mthembu. 

She also added that preparations for 
the fi re season were underway as the 
fi refi ghters were currently visiting schools 
and communities throughout the province, 
conducting fi re awareness talks and fuel 
load reduction, all over the province.

 “We urge communities to be more 
vigilant during this fi re season and not to 
start unnecessary fi res, particularly during 
dry days this winter. People are also asked 
to remove unnecessary rubble on their 
properties, which can pose a serious fi re 
risk and houses next to grasslands need 
to ensure that there are suffi  cient fi re 
breaks between their properties and these 
grasslands,” she concluded. 



6 Wednesday 12 June 2019

For News: Tumelo on 072-314-7925 or tumelo@newshorn.co.za

ADVERTISEMENT

Riverview Preparatory School is a charming English, co-educational, 
independent pre-primary and primary school, conveniently situated on 
the N4, 2km outside of Malelane. The school is positioned on a working 
sugar cane farm with beautiful views of the Kruger National Park. 
Lovely bird and tree life on the premises create a tranquil and calm 
learning environment for our happy children.

The school accommodates children from 18 months to Grade 7 in a 
warm, loving, Christian environment, which embraces all cultures. 
Classes do not exceed 25 children per class, creating a small and 
intimate structure for one-to-one teacher-student attention. 

Our committed sta�  are challenged with new ideas and techniques 
suited for the 21st century learning style, aiming for high-quality 
standards and continuous improvement. 

Riverview is known for its exceptional academic, sport and cultural 
standards, producing well-adjusted, academically sound, culturally 
aware and sporting competent children. Suited to the needs of the 
children, the school o� ers extra mural music lessons, additional 
language lessons, a speech and occupational therapist all on our school 
premises. 

School trips and tours are arranged annually to give our children more 
experience and exposure to di� erent places and � elds of knowledge. 
We believe that reading is the foundation of all learning and that 
children in primary school should have less homework and more time to 
learn through play. 

As a school that is completely child-centred, we strive to teach our 
children grit and con� dence,  developing their full potential to be 
ready and well adjusted for high school. We aim to be a school that 
encourages and pushes creativity and independent thought in its 
students. To facilitate transport, the school bus collects Riverview 
children every morning from Komatipoort, Marloth and Hectorspruit. 

RIVERVIEW 
PREPARATORY 

SCHOOL
Champions Inspired by Values

Since 1997

learn through play. 
As a school that is completely child-centred, we strive to teach our 

children grit and con� dence,  developing their full potential to be children grit and con� dence,  developing their full potential to be 
ready and well adjusted for high school. We aim to be a school that 
encourages and pushes creativity and independent thought in its 
students. To facilitate transport, the school bus collects Riverview 
children every morning from Komatipoort, Marloth and Hectorspruit. 

For school tours or appointments please contact
o�  ce@riverviewprep.org / 013 007 0984 / www.riverviewprep.org
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FORGIVENESS is not just a one-time 
act, but a way of life, meant to bring us 
into every blessing in Christ. 

“I say unto you, love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
that ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:44–45).

According to Jesus, forgiveness is not a 
matter of picking or choosing whom we 
would forgive. We cannot say “you have 
hurt me too much, so I am not forgiving 
you”. 

Christ tells us, “For if you love them 
which love you, what reward have you? 
Do not even the publicans do the same?” 

It does not matter who our grudge might 
be against. If we hold onto it, it will lead 
to bitterness that poisons every aspect of 
our lives. 

Forgiveness brings on spiritual famine, 
weakness and a loss of faith, affl  icting not 
just us but everyone in our circle.

Forgiveness transforms lives, causing 
the windows of heaven to open. It fi lls our 
cup of spiritual blessing to the brim, with 
abundant peace, joy and rest in the Holy 
Spirit. 

Jesus tells us, “If you forgive men their 

There is value in you Pastor Innomash Mashaba
(Eagles Christian Centre) 

Pastor Lucky Thwala  (Assemblies of God-Back to God)

The importance of forgiveness
trespasses, your 
heavenly Father 
will also forgive 
you: but if you 
forgive not men 
their trespasses, 
neither will your 
Father forgive 
your trespasses,” 
(Matthew 6:14–15). 
Make no mistake: 
God is not making 
a bargain with us 
here. He is not 
saying, “Because 
you have forgiven 
others, I will forgive you.”

We can never earn God’s forgiveness. 
Only the shed blood of Christ merits 
forgiveness of sin. Rather, Christ is 
saying, in essence, “Full confession of sin 
requires that you forgive others.”

True repentance means confessing and 
forsaking every grudge, crucifying every 
trace of bitterness toward others. Anything 
less is not repentance.

His point: Forgive others, so you 
can move into the blessings and joy of 
sonship. God can then pour on you tokens 
of His love. Choose to forgive.

Judges 6-12  reads …“And the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto 
him, The Lord is with thee, thou mighty 
man of valour.”

This scripture is talking about Gideon, 
he had a bad past and his presence did 
not look promising either. Life has been 
tough and rough not only on him but also 
to his whole family. The saying goes: 
“you cannot choose family”, you just fi nd 
yourself born into a family. 

Some people are privileged enough to 
be born in successful families and others 
not. I have learned that God planted value 
to everyone.

The angel of the Lord came to Gideon 
with good news. The angel came to 
announce heavenly news, announcing 
how God views Gideon “thou mighty 
man of valour”. God saw value in Gideon, 
belittled as he was and felt, God saw 
someone that has a great potential to save 
Israel. 

It does not matter how diffi  cult life is 
right now, stand up and look at yourself 
and declare that there is value in you. 

You are not useless. You are a blessing. 
You will make it in life. God did not make 
a mistake when He made you. Arise and 
shine for your light has come. There is 
value in you.

If you believe that this message is 
meant for you, read this prayer with me: 
“Heavenly Father, in the name of Jesus I 
pray. I repent of all my sins, please forgive 
me. Revive in me the value that You have 
planted in me. Thank You that my life will 
never be the same again. In Jesus name I 
pray. AMEN.

Please do send your testimonies 
via messenger at Innocent Mashaba 
Innomash.

Pastor Innomash Mashaba.

Pastor Lucky Twala.

Notice in respect of a licence in terms of the Petroleum Products Act, 1977 ( Petroleum Products Act no 120 of 1977)

This notice serves to inform parties that may be interested or aff ected that NKOMAZI INTEGRATED ENERGY CENTRE COOPERATIVE, 
hereinafter referred to as “the applicant” has submitted an application for a SITE licence, application number  G/2019/02/22/0001

FARM RE/495-JU SUPLEK
R571 
D797 ROADS
KWALUGEDLANE
KWALUGEDLANE

The purpose of the application is for the applicant to be granted a licence to undertake petroleum retailing activities as detailed in the 
application. Arrangements for viewing the application can be made by contacting the Controller of Petroleum Products by:
-Telephone: (013) 658 1400, or
-Fax (013) 656 4898; or
-Email: mohudi.machete@energy.gov.za
Any objection to the issuing of a licence in respect of this application, which must clearly quote the application number above, must be 
lodged with the Controller of Petroleum Products within a period of twenty (20) working days from the date of publication of this notice. 
Such objection must be lodged at the following physical or postal address:

Physical address
The Controller of Petroleum Products
Department of Energy
Cnr. Haig and Rhodes, Old Absa Building, Witbank

Postal address
The Controller of Petroleum Products
Department of Energy
PO 17851
Witbank
1035
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World renowned author, Timothy Webster, Tshepiso Phosa and Mpumalanga’s well 
known motivational speaker, Ronnie Masilela.

Sta�  Reporter

SOUTH Africans who do not have an 
income over R500 000 per annum will 
benefi t from a tax relief.  The threshold 
has been raised from R350 000 for the 
2019 tax season, which will commence on 
July 1 (online). 

The deadline for digital submissions 
will be December 4 this year and personal 
visits to SARS is October 31. Walk-ins 
will be allowed from August 1.

But as always, there are t’s 
and c’s:

• This only pertains to one income 
from one employer for a full tax 
year (this does not apply to an 
extra income).
• No additional deductible issues 
such as car allowance, rental 

income or taxable interest or 
income from another job are 
allowed.
• And the usual threats of fi le your 
SARS returns early, especially if 
you are a consistent late payer. 

To further reduce unnecessary trips 
to SARS branches, the Commissioner, 
Edward Kieswetter, said taxpayers who 
were not required to fi le a return would 
receive a simulated outcome from SARS 
as if they had fi led a return. He also 
promised improved online fi ling and new 
innovations at branches.  

“The revamped SARS MobiApp will 
make it even easier than before to use a 
smart phone to fi le a simple income tax 
return,” he said. 

The app will allow simpler navigation 
and will see the introduction of biometric 
authentication.

(Source: SAnews.gov.za).

 Tax relief for cash-strapped South Africans

Masoka Dube

OFFICIALS from the Human Rights 
Commission (HRC) last week paid a visit 
to schools in Mpumalanga to educate 
children about reporting abuse to the 
commission. 

The visit was in line with the launch of 
the Child Protection Week campaign. 

Some of the schools that were visited 
include Letsakuthula Primary School at 
Nhlazatshe, Elukwatini in the Chief Albert 
Luthuli Local Municipality, Mgobodi 
Primary School and Tonga Primary School 
in Nkomazi.

“During the campaign, the South 
African Human Rights Commission was 
promoting its Child-Friendly Complaints 
Handling Procedures (CFCHP). The 
campaign was also meant to empower 
children with information that shall enable 
them to identify human rights threats 
or violations and report such directly to 
the commission,” SAHRC Mpumalanga 
Provincial Manager, Eric Mokonyama, 
said.

“The Commission is concerned 
about the well-being of all children in 
South Africa and continues to prioritise 
complaints of violations of children’s 
rights. We fi rmly believe that complaints 
involving children’s rights need to be 
treated with priority and sensitivity,” he 
said.

Cecilia Malope, a parent from 
Elukwatini, has welcomed the initiative 
and said it was a good thing to educate 
children about their rights. 

“I think it is very important to educate 
children so that they will easily know 
when they are being abused,” said 
Malope.

In March this year, the commission 
announced that the Mpumalanga 
Department of Education has violated 
learner’s rights to education by not 
supplying them with enough text books. 

The ruling came after the commission 
considered the department’s 2017/18 
annual report, in which the department 
admitted to not being able to meet its 
target relating to the provision of school 
textbooks.

 Human Rights Commission educates 
learners about their rights

Mathews Phosa’s daughter 
launches inspirational book

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

TSHEPISO Phosa, daughter of 
prominent politician and businessman, 
Mathews Phosa, has launched her fi rst 
book in White River last week. 

The book titled “Fuelling Futures: 
From Infl uence to Impact”, was written 
by Phosa in collaboration with veteran 
writer and brand expert, Timothy Maurice 
Webster. 

The book tells the story of Phosa’s life 
experience, including surviving rape, 
physical abusive relationships, fi ghting 
severe depression and an ordeal that drove 
her to an attempted suicide.

It captures her life story, which serves 
as an example that it is possible for all 
women - young and old - to fi ghtback 
from gender-related attacks on their 
femininity. 

Phosa said the book served as a 
handbook to open conversations and 
navigate narratives on how to bounce back 
from social injustice.

“The book is fi lled with inspiration, 
hope and direction for women and young 
professionals who are being suppressed in 
their work environment, women who have 
been physically and emotionally abused 
or battled depression, and (those) who feel 
that their future is dark because of anyone 
of these factors,” said Phosa.

“Their future is often unclear and 
some choose to turn to criminality and 
dehumanising activities. 

“This book off ers a beaming light 

of possibility and living proof that 
it is possible to overcome negativity 
and dignity crushing gender-biased 
experiences,” she explained.

According to Phosa, the book also gives 
details on her involvement in assisting 
orphans as well as being one of the 
youngest women who sits on the boards of 
all male organisations. 

Her co-author, Webster, said the 
book would inspire women and young 
professionals to rethink what was possible 
in their future.

“You will want to cheer Tshepiso on 
while clapping for your own future at the 
same time,” said Webster.

Meanwhile, Mathews who congratulated 
his daughter said he never thought that 
certain things in his life would be imitated 
by one of his children. 

He said he was extremely happy that 
Tshepiso had found something to express 
herself in the form of writing the book. 

“Well done my daughter, I believe you 
will write more books. We welcome you 
to the family of writers,” Phosa said. 

“I must also thank Webster for making 
sure that he assist her in everything and 
please do not stop. Keep on helping others 
to achieve their dreams as you did to 
Tshepiso,” added Phosa.

Webster is the author of four bestselling 
books on human and brand behaviour with 
his research focusing on the link between 
Brain Power and Brand Infl uence. 

He was born and raised in America, but 
has worked between America, Africa and 
emerging markets for the past decade. 

While stocks last. E&OE. 

CTM Nelspruit
Oewer street, c/o R40 & Eastern Boulevard, Riverside Park, Nelspruit   •   013 755 2006/7
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Every purchase over R3�500 on this promotion will be automatically entered into the 
Bathroom Makeover competition to the value of R50�000.
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Human Rights o�  cials visiting a school 
in Mpumalanga to educate learners 
about their rights. (Picture for illustration 
purposes only).
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 The market does not buy 
Ramaphosa’s ‘new dawn’

Sta�  Reporter

THE trade union Solidarity was shocked 
to learn that the latest GDP fi gures 
performed even worse than the pessimistic 
forecasts. 

Although analysts and experts agreed 
that the market would indeed see a 
contraction for the fi rst quarter of 2019, 
Solidarity was appalled when the quarterly 
decline of 3,2% was announced. 

Morné Malan, senior researcher at 
the Solidarity Research Institute (SRI), 
said the most frightening aspect of the 
fi gures released by StatsSA on 6 June, 
was that gross fi xed capital formation has 
decreased for the fi fth consecutive quarter. 

“In other words, since President 
Ramaphosa’s election as ANC president 
at the end of 2017, we have only seen a 
steady decline in the market’s willingness 
to invest in the South African economy 
over the long term,” Malan added. 

Solidarity also expressed concern about 
the state of the mining industry, which 
shrank by 10,8% in the fi rst quarter of 
2019, after also contracting by 8,9% and 
3,8% respectively in the previous two 
quarters. 

“It is no coincidence that the contraction 
in other sectors goes hand in hand with 
growth in general government services. 

This sector has grown the most, and it 

remains our main cause for concern that 
this growth comes at the expense of the 
productive sectors. 

The state is becoming more infl ated by 
taking more money out of the economy, 
which is put to poor use by creating even 
more barriers for the private sector,” 
Malan said.

Solidarity cautioned Ramaphosa to 
urgently apply himself to get rid of the 
ruling party’s countless policies that are 
not conducive to the economy. 

“It is not just expropriation without 
compensation; it is the over-regulation 
of the labour market; it pertains to the 
obstacles put in the way of starting new 
businesses; the minimum wage; it is black 
economic empowerment; the Mining 
Charter and other charters. There is almost 
no end to the list. 

“There is a myriad of poor, 
counterproductive policies, and the fact is 
that sweet talk does not make business any 
easier. 

The solution for Mr Ramaphosa and 
his new cabinet does not lie in urgent 
interventions at all, but urgent withdrawal 
from the economy and from what is the 
business of businesspeople, instead. 

Government caused the problem 
through its superfl uous involvement in 
the economy. Only they can solve it by 
less interference in the economy,” Malan 
concluded.

INTERNATIONAL BRIEFS

NATIONAL BRIEFS

Semenya free to run during appeal
CASTER Semenya can run in her 

events while the IAAF’s discriminatory 
policy against her is appealed. She will 
be able to compete without restriction 
during this process, ruled the Federal 
Court of Switzerland. The ruling had 
been upheld by the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport, something which the Swiss 
court clearly thought warranted further 
appeal.

IAAF seeks quick reverse of Semenya 
reversal

However, the IAAF has lurched down 
from its crypt and released a statement 
shortly afterwards, hoping for the “swift 
reversal” of the Swiss court’s ruling in 
favour of Semenya to compete without 
hormone therapy. The IAAF believed 
that a reversal would help preserve the 

Is the president scared of 
confrontation?

IS THE President scared to put his 
money where his mouth is? It has come 
to light that the recent presidential debate 
saw our new President not available 
for a public confrontation with other 
political parties. When the ANC said 
no, the debate was cancelled. Now the 
DA’s leader, Mmusi Maimane, is calling 
Ramaphosa  “scared.” - Alex Rose-Innes. 

“integrity of the sport”. 

$4.6-million (R 67 482 000)
THISm is what an anonymous bidder 

paid to have lunch with Warren Buff ett, 
a record. The money goes to the Glide 
Foundation.

Australia soccer union wants prize 
parity

AUSTRALIA’S women’s and men’s 
soccer teams should earn the same prize 
money in the World Cup. This was the 
message sent from the Professional 
Footballers Australia, the country’s 
player union. At present, the women’s 
team earned half that of their male 
counterparts, something the union wants 
changed. The pay gap at the World Cup 
itself is currently a whopping $370 
million (R3 894 213 000)  diff erence.

EFF lose against Karima Brown 
THE South Gauteng High Court 

has ruled last Thursday against the 
EFF in its treatment of journalist 
Karima Brown. 

The court ruled in favour of Brown, 
with costs awarded to her. 

The EFF has now lost two legal 
tussles in short order this month, 
fi rst against Trevor Manuel and now 
Brown.

Notice in respect of a licence in terms of the Petroleum Products Act, 1977 ( Petroleum Products Act no 120 of 1977)

This notice serves to inform parties that may be interested or aff ected that NKOMAZI INTEGRATED ENERGY CENTRE COOPERATIVE, 
hereinafter referred to as “the applicant” has submitted an application for a RETAIL licence, application number  G/2019/02/22/0002

FARM RE/495-JU SUPLEK
R571
D797 ROADS
KWALUGEDLANE
KWALUGEDLANE

The purpose of the application is for the applicant to be granted a licence to undertake petroleum retailing activities as detailed in the 
application. Arrangements for viewing the application can be made by contacting the Controller of Petroleum Products by:
-Telephone: (013) 658 1400, or
-Fax (013) 656 4898; or
-Email: mohudi.machete@energy.gov.za
Any objection to the issuing of a licence in respect of this application, which must clearly quote the application number above, must be 
lodged with the Controller of Petroleum Products within a period of twenty (20) working days from the date of publication of this notice. 
Such objection must be lodged at the following physical or postal address:

Physical address
The Controller of Petroleum Products
Department of Energy
Cnr. Haig and Rhodes, Old Absa Building, Witbank

Postal address
The Controller of Petroleum Products
Department of Energy
PO 17851
Witbank
1035 
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Historic rugby series for 
Zim  u/20 girls against SA

Adriaan de Beer

ZIMBABWE’S under 20 national girls 
rugby team will host South Africa’s under 
20 girls in a historic two match bilateral 
series in Harare at the end of the month.

This will be the fi rst time that a South 
African ladies rugby team will be 
touring Zimbabwe at under-20 
level, with games to be 
played on 26 and 29 
June.

The conception 
of having a 
bilateral sporting 
arrangement 
is an attribute 
to consistent 
competitive 
performances by 
Zimbabwe’s u/18 
girls teams at the 
South Africa Youth 
Weeks for the past four 
years.

In 2015 the Zimbabwe 
u/18 team won two out of three 
matches and came fourth overall out of 60 
teams, the next year they moved one level 
up to be ranked third. 

The team then proceeded to give a 
sterling performance in 2017, winning 
three games and earning a well-deserved 
second place ranking. Last year they 
dropped one place from second back to 
third ranking after winning two out three 
matches.

Head coach, Nsikelelo Sibanda, who 
has coached the u/18 side will be in 
charge of the u/20 team scheduled to host 

South Africa.
He believes that the girls will continue 

to make strong impressions in Africa and 
this will build up to greater competitions.

“As a result of our performances the 
South African Rugby Union (SARU) saw 
it fi t that we start building our u/20 sides 
along with them. 

They were looking for the best 
possible competition in 

Africa and they settled 
for Zimbabwe basing 

on the performance 
of the u/18 girls,” 
Sibanda said.

“This is a 
historic moment 
for us as we are 
building up our 
women’s rugby 
and hopefully we 

will be playing 15s 
test rugby against 

them at senior level 
as well as u/20 level,” 

he said.
Prior to the bilateral series, 

some of the u/20 girls in the u/18 
side will travel to Jeppe Boys High in 
Johannesburg next week for this year’s 
edition of the SARU Youth Week (17 to 
21 June).

Zimbabwe will be the main feature 
on the opening day of the youth week, 
scheduled to face Kwazulu-Natal on 
Tuesday, 18 June. For more information, 
contact Jeff rey Murimbechi at +263 772 
146 054.

(Information obtained from the APO 
Group on behalf of Zimbabwe Rugby 
Union). 

Teams battle for place in � nal 
in Newshorn soccer tournament

in partnership with Indian
  and Italian Universities
in partner

Apply Now

  To Study

in IN
DIA &

     
ITALY

IT’S TIME TO STUDY IN ITALY & INDIA

THE Takealot Jock 
Classic Cycle Road 
Race aims to be one 
of the most inclusive 
events in the country 
when it takes place 
in Mpumalanga on 
July 13. Among the 
longest-running races 
in South Africa, the 
Jock Classic o� ers 
the unique format of 
three legs in one day, 
starting and ending 
at the Mbombela 
Stadium in Nelspruit. 
It will cover stages 
of 48.5km, 45km 
and 62km, with a 
speci� c starting time 
for each leg. The 
Takealot Jock Classic 
three-stage, one-
day cycle road race 
starting and ending in 
Nelspruit on July 13, 
has various options 
on o� er to be as 
inclusive as possible. 
(Photo: Memories 4U 
Photography).

 Takealot Jock Classic cycle race around the corner

RESULTS of the women’s semi-
fi nals:

Group A:
Mashamp’lan Ladies FC loses 0-13 to 
Flamingo FC; Butterfl y Ladies FC win 
7-0 against Mashamp’lan Ladies FC; 
Flamingo FC beat Butterfl y Ladies FC 
1-0.  

Group B:
TUT Ladies FC loses 0-1 to TK S 
Stars FC; Zwelisha Ladies FC then 
loses 0-3 against TUT Ladies FC; TK 
Stars FC beats Zwelisha Ladies FC 
3-0.
Flamingo FC and TK Stars FC 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12 booked themselves a place in the 
fi nals on Monday.

Results of the u/13 Mini League 
quarter fi nals:

Cheese Boys FC beats Numbi United 
FC 3-0; Numbi Baby Lions triumphs 
over Junior Stars 3-0; M3V FC scores 
two goals while Mpumalanga Stars 
could not fi nd the net; Junior Stars 
beats Numbi United 3-1; Mpumalanga 
Stars scores eight goals against 
Cheese Boys FC’s nil; M3V FC wins 
3-0 against Junior Stars; Numbi Baby 
Lion FC beats Mpumalanga Stars 1-0. 
Numbi Baby Lion, Mathebula 
FC, Ntokozweni FC and M3V FC 
progressed to the semi-fi nals on 
Monday.

The NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer Tournament ladies � nals will take place on Sunday with TK 
Stars (pictured) and Flamingo FC testing each other’s skills.
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 Excitement as NEWSHORN & ESA 
Soccer Tournament reaches � nals 
THE fi nal matches in the 

NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer 
Tournament will take place at 
Kanyamazane Stadium on Monday.

Soccer lovers from all over the 
province are expected to fl ock to the 
stadium to watch their beloved soccer 
players displaying their talents. 

The under 13 fi nals will be played at 
9am when the Numbi Baby Lions will 
be facing Ntokozweni United FC. 

The soccer ladies fi nals will also 
be played on the day at 11am, when 
Flamingo Ladies FC take on TK Stars 
Ladies FC at 1.30pm, followed by the 
men’s senior semi-fi nals.

Thereafter the fans will be entertained 
by the legend challenge match, which 
will see the NEWSHORN & ESA 
legends displaying their skills against 

Masoka Dube

Ligwalagwala FM.  
The much-anticipated fi nal game 

in which Chillies Academy will be 
displaying their skills against Elshadai 
United will take place at 3.30pm. 

“We are calling on all soccer lovers 
throughout the province to come and 
watch the fi nals,” the tournament 
administrator, Walter “Fire” Mabuyawa, 
said.

“We would like to thank all those 
who supported the tournament since 
it started last month. A great thank 
you to our sponsor, NEWSHORN 
Media, and all other media houses 
that supported the tournament,” he 
said.

Meanwhile the semi-fi nals were 
played last weekend. In the fi rst game 
Chilies Academy FC beat Matsulu 
Chelsea FC 2-1, with the second 
semi-fi nal being won by Eshadai who 
defeated Mabila All-Stars 4-0 to book 
their place in the fi nal.

The losers’ fi nals took place at 
3.30pm between Matsulu Chelsea 
and Mabila All-stars, with Chelsea 
emerging victorious after scoring 
four goals, while All-Stars managed 
to hit the net only once.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Numbi Baby Lion FC will be facing Ntokozweni United FC in the u/13 NEWSHORN & ESA 
Soccer Tournament � nal on Sunday.

Chillies Academy FC made it to the NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer Tournament � nals. They 
will be playing against Elshadi on Sunday.   

Elshadai FC reached the NEWSHORN & ESA Soccer Tournament � nals in which they will 
be playing against Chillies Academy FC. 


