
Adriaan de Beer and Masoka Dube

MOST municipalities in Mpumalanga’s 
incapibility to collect revenue from 
consumers has forced them to write off  
R6.4 billion of its R8.4bn debt.

 Municipalities 
bound to write 
o�  billions

This massive debt includes the non-
payment of water, rates and taxes and 
electricity.

The Mpumalanga Portfolio Committee 
on Co-operative Governance and 
Traditional Aff airs (COGTA) learned last 
week that the fi nancial crisis was mostly 
due to incorrect debt collection systems. 
These calculations were only made up to 
June last year, and resulted in escalating 
debts to creditors.

“By now, this fi gure could have risen 
with millions more,” DA spokesperson for 
COGTA, James Masango said.

Meanwhile, COGTA has come to 
the assistance of two Mpumalanga 
municipalities who failed to meet Rand 
Water’s deadline to pay their outstanding 
debt.

The Victor Khanye Local Municipality 
and the Govan Mbeki Local Municipality 
were given until January 31 to pay, but 
failed to do so.

Rand Water is continuing to cut the 
municipalities’ water supply by 60 percent 
and 20 percent respectively, in a move to 
compel them to settle outstanding amounts 
on their accounts. 

Govan Mbeki municipality, which 
includes Bethal, Embalenhle, Leandra and 
Kinross, owes Rand Water R168 986 072. 
Victor Khanye municipality owes R85 991 
496. It includes Delmas, Botleng, Eloff  
and Sundra. 

THIS 2.5m black mamba was caught at Clr Christo Peyper’s residence at Hilltop last week 
by members of the Nelspruit Hi Tech team. Capt Chris Stapelberg (right) and Philip Cronjé 
responded to a distress call and had the monster boxed in, in no time. They say it is one of 
the largest they have caught in recent years, a job they do as part of their service to the 
community. The mamba was taken to the Lowveld Venom Centre who provides clean dried 
venom for the production of anti-venom in South Africa. Peyper complimented the men on 
their professionalism and quick response. PHOTO: Adriaan de Beer

THIS 2.5m black mamba was caught at Clr Christo Peyper’s residence at Hilltop last week 

 Black mamba at ‘home’ in Hilltop
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Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE water-related problems at the 
Swartfontein Rehabilitation Centre will be 
dealt with.

Mxolisi Mahlalela from the Department 
of Social Development has promised 
to deal with the water problems, after 
patients last week took to the street 
protesting against the management of the 
institution. 

Mahlalela said: “The department was 
working around the clock to solve the 
problem. 

“We have spoken with the service 
provider to check what the problem was.  
What angered the patients most is the fact 
that there was a shortage of water, and the 
little they had was dirty,” he said. 

The protesters alleged that the 
institution’s toilets were not functioning 
properly and that they had to carry a 
bucket of water to the toilets, which did 
not fl ush.

“The problem of water started last year 
November when the person responsible 
for water retired.  Since then we have 
endless problems when it comes to water,” 
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Swartfontein rehab 
centre is  left high and dry 
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“The LORD is my strength and my defense; He has become my salvation. He is my 
God, and I will praise him, my Father’s God, and I will exalt him.”

a patient, Sabelo Fakudze, said.
“We sometimes, spend days without 

water at the centre, and when the water 
starts coming out again it is dirty and not 
safe to drink,” said Fakudze. 

He said they had tried to talk to the 
authorities but they never solved the 
problem. They decided to demonstrate 
after realising that their grievances were 
being ignored.  

The protesting patients then locked all 
the access gates preventing employees to 
enter the building. They also barricaded 
the road leading to the centre with burning 
tyres. 

When NEWSHORN arrived at the 
centre, protesters took the journalist to the 
water purifi cation plant and reservoiur, 
which were not functioning. 

The reservoir is also malfunctioning.

This is what the drinking water at the 
Swartfontein Rehab Centre looks like.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE newly formed Black Tobacco 
Farmers Association (BFTA) says 
more than 10 000 jobs will be lost if 
the government fail to deal with the 
illegal sale of cigarettes that is rife in 
the country. This was revealed during 
BFTA meeting that was recently held 
in Pretoria.

Illegal cigarette trade hurts economy 
“These cheap cigarettes cost just 

R10 (three times cheaper than legal 
cigarettes). The country is losing R25 
million per day due to this problem,” 
BFTA chairman Shadrack  Sibisi said.

Shai said one of the illegal cigarette 
brands known as RG, was the biggest 
seller in the country. Illegal cigarettes 
do not only cost the people of South 
Africa billions, but they also jeopardise 
the existence of tobacco farming in 
South Africa because not one of them 
uses South African leaf,” added Shai.

“The government is not only failing 
taxpayers by not enforcing its laws, 
but it is also failing farmers too.  Legal 
cigarette sales are plummeting which 
will have an instant and devastating 
eff ect on farming.” Shai said the 
government kept on promising them 
that they would deal with the matter but 
they never did. 

We can’t wait any longer for action. If 
the government is not going to stop this 
daily robbery, we will take action.”

Dex Sibiya

THE South African Police Services 
(SAPS) say missing persons should be 
reported as soon as possible. 

According to police a person 
should be reported within 48 hours of 
disappearance. 

“Report a missing person at your 
nearest police station immediately 
and produce their recent photograph. 

Report missing persons as soon as possible
Give a complete description of the 
missing person’s last whereabouts, 
clothes they were wearing, as well 
as any information that can assist the 
investigating offi  cer,” the police said in 
a statement. 

“Obtain the investigating offi  cer’s 
contact details, and send any additional 
information that might become 
available. If a missing person is found 
or returns voluntarily, the investigating 
offi  cer should be notifi ed immediately.”
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Both municipalities have previously 
failed to honour agreements made to 
settle the outstanding amounts due to 
Rand Water.

When contacted for comment, 
COGTA told NEWSHORN that it was 
working around the clock to make sure 
that the two municipalities were being 
assisted to pay their debts. 

“COGTA and the Provincial Treasure 
and the involved municipalities have 
assigned a task team to look into the 
matter. The task team started to work 
on the matter last week, so I am not 
sure when will the team report back,” 
departmental spokesperson Vusi 
Shabangu said. 

“It is our duty to make sure that 
we assist the municipality and bring 
water to the people. We are also busy 
discussing the matter with Rand Water, 
“Shabangu said.

“The municipalities have failed to 
honour agreements made to settle 
the outstanding amounts due to Rand 
Water. Consequently, Rand Water 
has implemented these credit control 
actions to compel the municipalities 
to meet their obligations to the settle 
amounts due for water services 
rendered,” said Rand Water media 
relations manager Justice Mohale.

Many troubled 
municipalities 
forced to take a loss

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Masoka Dube

A BUSHBUCKRIDGE livestock farmer 
has surprised people when he cossbred a 
domestic pig and a warthog. Farm owner 
Alex Mashego told NEWSHORN that 
it was tough to succeed in this kind of 
breeding. 

“It is risky because once in a while 
we have to release the domestic pigs to 
the wild so that they will meet with the 
warthog of the opposite sex. Some of the 
pigs, when they are pregnant they come 
back, while we have to locate some at the 
bushes,” said Mashego. 

When we released the pigs to the veld 
there are chances that they might not 
come back as they can be killed by other 
animals. 

Mashego said one of the diffi  culties 
they encountered during the crossbreeding 
process was that the female warthogs 
attacked some of the domestic pigs and 
killed them. “The female warthogs simply 

Farmer makes headlines with 
pig, warthog crossbreeding

kill a domestic female pig because they 
are strong,” he said.    

Mashego said the meat of the crossbred 
pig was very palatable and diff erent from 
the taste of normal pork and did not look 
like pork, but rather like beef and tasted 
diff erently.  

“The fi rst time we saw this kind of 
breeding was when one of my pigs gave 
birth to strange piglets. We investigated 
and found that the father of the piglets 
was a warthog. We have named this new 
generation ‘Bush Pig’,” he added.

“The brown coloured pig has a longer 
life span, is very active and strong. 
They don’t get sick easily and withstand 
diff erent climate changes easily. “

A local resident, Maliele Mashego (62) 
said it was the fi rst time she saw that kind 
of cross-breeding. 

“At fi rst I was a bit afraid to test the 
meat of this kind of animal as I was not 
sure what the outcome will be. But after 
I  ate the meat I kept on wanting more 
because it’s very nice,” said Mashego. 
“What was really fascinating about this 
bush pig is that they all come from free-
range farming and it actually has skin, 
they don’t scrub the hair they remove the 
skin just like a cow.”

Mashego said he did not sell the meat to 
the public as he still wanted to check with 
the health authorities to see if they will 
allow him to do so. 

NEWSHORN has contacted the South 
African Pork Producers’ Organisation who 
has urged Mashego to contact them if he 
needed advice on how to commercialise 
his bush pig meat. Mashego has been 
notifi ed.

The new crossbred pig which is the 
brainchild of Alex Mashego.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

MPUMALANGA pupils who live with 
albinism will receive a free educational 
bursary to further their studies at 
universities of their choice. 

This was announced by Education 
MEC, Sibusiso Malaza, during his 
birthday celebration party, which he 
celebrated with learners living with 
albinism.

Forty pupils with albinism joined 
Malaza at the birthday celebration in 
White River.   

Malaza has urged the community not to 
abuse those suff ering from the condition. 

He also called on people killing them to 
refrain from doing so. 

“After being born, these people become 

Albinism kids to receive free education
targets since some people believe that 
their body parts will make them rich. This 
makes people to even go and exhume their 
graves,” said Malaza. 

“It is everyone’s responsibility to make 
sure we protect them. Today I am having 
lunch with them to show them that we 
love and appreciate them in our province. 

“We will make sure that when they 
reach grade 11 we get in touch with them 
and prepare them for grade 12,” said 
Malaza.

He concluded by pledging to support 
these learners in all material aspects and 
further requested communities to create an 
enabling environment for them to grow to 
their full potential.

Those who attended the lunch were 
given gifts such as school bags, shoes and 
lotions for their skins. 

But Masango said the fi nancial 
crisis, which most of the municipalities 
fi nd themselves in, could be directly 
linked to corruption, the lack of skills 
to improve debt collection and an 
increasing attitude of non-payment 
among consumers.

COGTA was informed that the 
worst-performing municipalities in 
Mpumalanga were Govan Mbeki in 
Secunda, Emalahleni in Witbank, with 
Victor Khanye short on their heels.

Masango said in Emalahleni, the 
malfunctioning revenue generation 
systems resulted in a situation where 
the municipality is owed R3.6bn as at 
September last year. 

This resulted in the council not being 
able to service their Eskom account, 
which had increased over the last three 
years from R900m to a staggering 
R2.1bn. In Govan Mbeki, residents 
owe the municipality R1.2bn.

“The council does not have the 
skills, or the political will, to collect 
this money. This resulted not only 
in an outstanding Eskom account of 
R896m, but also millions being owed 
to Rand Water,” Masango said. He 
added that the residents suff er due to 
Rand Water restricting the water fl ow 
to the municipality.

IT IS OUR DUTY TO MAKE 
SURE THAT WE ASSIST THE 

MUNICIPALITY AND BRING WATER 
TO THE PEOPLE. WE ARE ALSO 

BUSY DISCUSSING THE MATTER 
WITH RAND WATER

Asanda Nkabinde (13) thanked the 
MEC for recognising them. She said she 
believed that people would now change 
the way they look at them and treat them 
normally.

“People need to understand that we are 
human beings. We also deserve to live 
a normal life without being scared of 
abduction and killed for our body parts. 

“They must embrace us and support us. 
As for the MEC, we are very happy that 
he recognised us on his special day and 
I believe a lot of people will learn from 
him,” she said.

MEC Sibusiso Malaza cutting his birthday cake with pupils living with albinism in White River.
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SCRIPTURE READING from Genesis 
35:17. - “After a very hard delivery, the 
midwife fi nally exclaimed, ‘Don’t be 
afraid, you have another son!”

Rachel was about to die, but with her 
last breath she named the baby Ben-oni 
(which means “son of my sorrow”). 
The baby’s father, however, called him 
Benjamin (which means “son of my right 
hand”).

Genesis 17:4  “… this is my covenant 
with you: I will make you the father of a 
multitude of nations.”

Verse 5 “… what’s more, I am changing 
your name. It will no longer be Abram. 
Instead, you will be called Abraham, for 
you will be a father of many nations.”

One morning when I woke up, the 
Lord revealed something to me through a 
scenario in my mind. 

“A couple has a wonderful relationship, 
things turn sour and they break up. Years 
later they get back together. They get 
married and have a child. They name the 
child, revival because this is their fi rst 

 The Greater Kruger Card and Mobile 
Application is gaining ground 
within the Tourism Trade in the 
Lowveld regions.

The Sudwala Caves have 
joined the venture with great 
savings for the whole family; 
so too great restaurants in the 
area like Zweelo’s, Da Loose 
Mongoose, Dros, Nelspruit, 
Kuzuri, Lizard Rock and many 
more. 

You have close to 100 
facilities to choose from. 
Discounts at all these facilities 
vary from 10% to 30%. 

The Greater Kruger Card is 
valid for up to 4 people travelling 
together and is valid for a whole year. 

God’s purpose in our lives

Kruger mobile app gains ground

child after reconciliation. Everywhere 
this child will be, there must be a revival, 
renewal of things - that’s the purpose of 
the name, that’s what the name must fulfi l. 

“What will people call him, what will 
be his nickname, what will be short for 
Mvuselelo” this is what I asked myself 
and I also had the answer “Vuvu”, that’s 
perfect for Mvuselelo. Just as I was 
thinking this something shocking is 
revealed to me, how we people in this life 
like to short live everything.

This is what God was saying “this is 
your problem; you shorten everything I 
gave you”. 

We shorten cooking from stove to 
microwave; we shorten purpose by 
shortening names thereby shortening life. 

God gave us a full life to live, our names 
are the tools used to bring forth or to 
expose that which He has stored inside 
all of us but we cut it by our acts or we 
sometimes don’t see it come to pass by not 
speaking it. 

We are creative beings, with our mouths 

Besides discounts we off er daily 
updated road safety reports, all the 

emergency numbers, within the 
Lowveld, at your fi ngertips and 
travel services. 

We also provide you with 
all the portfolio maps of the 
Lowveld downloaded directly 
on your mobile phone – 
Kruger National Park Map, 
Mpumalanga Map, Swaziland 
Map, Panorama Route Map, 
Kaapsehoop and Barberton Map, 
etc. Just download the Greater 
Kruger Card App for FREE. 

The App is available on 
Android and iOS. You can then 
buy your Greater Kruger Card 

via the App. 

OM ‘n verhouding met God te hê 
beteken nie dat ons Hom net moet ken 
nie. Inteendeel, ons word aanvaar in Jesus 
Christus en ons verhouding moet so wees 
dat dit in ons lewens vanself sigbaar is.

Maar hoe weet ons dit? 
Hoekom is dit so en hoe het ons 

geloofsekerheid daaroor? Kom ons kyk na 
‘n paar belangrike punte om te onthou, uit 

Wie is ek in Jesus Christus?Geloofsgesprek
die Woord, wat ons daarmee sal help.

Ons moenie toelaat dat die vyand ons 
denke aantas nie, hierdie is feite behoort 
vir elke ware gelowige en kind van 
God vanselfsprekend te wees. Vader se 
genade en liefde is vir ons genoeg, dis 
massief groot en Hy gee aan ons hierdie 
wonderlike beloftes in Sy Woord.

Ek is God se kind. 
Dit is waarskynlik die grootste geskenk 

wat ons ontvang na wedergeboorte, om 
Vader se kind genoem te mag word. Al 
wat ons moet doen is om Jesus Christus as 
ons Saligmaker en Verlosser aan te neem.

Joh 1:12 – “Maar almal wat Hom 
aangeneem het, aan hulle het Hy die mag 
gegee om kinders van God te word, aan 
hulle wat in Sy naam glo”.

Ek is Jesus se vriend. 
Ek het al dikwels gehoor mense sê: “ek 

kan my vriende kies maar nie my familie 
nie”. Dis ‘n groot stelling om te maak, wat 
nie so moet wees nie, maar as as Jesus ons 
Sy vriende noem, dan plaas dit die stelling 
eff ens in perspektief. 

Joh 15:15 – “Ek noem julle nie meer 
diensknegte nie, omdat die dienskneg nie 
weet wat sy heer doen nie. Maar Ek het 
julle vriende genoem, omdat Ek alles wat 
Ek van my Vader gehoor het, aan julle 

Evangelis, Adriaan de Beer

bekend gemaak het.”

Ek is geregverdig. 
‘n Maklike betekenis van “geregverdig” 

is om van skuld vrygespreek te wees en 
dus weer “reg” te wees. Ons is daarom nie 
meer onder veroordeling nie, maar leef in 
vrede. 

Geen mens kan deur die werke van die 
wet geregverdig word en so die sonde 
afsterf nie, want hy is nie daartoe in staat 
nie! 

Ons moet eers tot geloof (bekering) kom 
en so in Christus se dood begrawe word. 
Ons moet eers die sonde afsterf; en dan 
saam met Christus opstaan in ‘n nuwe 
lewe.

Rom 5:1 – “Omdat ons dan uit die 
geloof geregverdig is, het ons vrede by 
God deur onse Here Jesus Christus.”

Ek is verenig met God en een van gees 
met Hom. 

Dawid het erken dat God deur Sy Gees 
(krag) altyd met hom was waar hy ook al 
gegaan het, en dat God deur Sy gees elke 
deel van sy denke en gedagtes geken het. 

Kan ons dit vandag sê? God se gees is 
die manier waarop Hy oral teenwoordig is, 
ook in my en jou. Paulus sê in Hand 2:38: 
“En Petrus sê vir hulle: Bekeer julle, en 
laat elkeen van julle gedoop word in die 

we create. 
A name speaks of the attributes, 

character and nature of a person. It is 
like a seed planted (the purpose of God 
hidden within each of us, seed needs to 
be watered to grow and bear fruit, (this is 
us speaking to that person by calling their 
name as it is). 

A garden that is not tendered grows 
weeds and has no appearance, it is dull. 
This is what happens to a name that is not 
spoken into. It fails to perform to its full 
capacity because no one calls it in full.

When we call a name in full we trigger 
the nature of that which God has put in 
that person, we expose the treasure; we 
cause that which is hidden inside to come 
alive. 

When we call the name of a person 
continuously in full, we are saying exactly 
what is destined or prophesying to their 
destiny because a name speaks of a life 
and destiny of a person. 

A person’s life is exactly as their name!
God Bless you  all.

Pastor Doctor Linda

updated road safety reports, all the 

Naam van Jesus Christus tot vergewing 
van sondes, en julle sal die gawe van die 
Heilige Gees ontvang. 

In 1 Kor 6:17 word die versekering 
gegee: “Maar wie die Here aanhang, is 
een gees met Hom.”

Ek is gekoop teen ‘n prys; ek 
behoort aan God. 

Eienaarskap het verwissel toe jy jou 
lewe aan Jesus gegee het. Ons behoort 
nou aan Hom. 

Ons kan nie meer net doen wat ons wil 
nie, ons moet rekenskap kan gee van ons 
dade. Die prys wat Jesus betaal het vir 
ons redding is onbeskryfl ik groot. Moet 
dit nie mors nie! 1 Kor 6:20 – “Want 
julle is duur gekoop. 

Verheerlik God dan in julle liggaam en 
in julle gees wat aan God behoort.” In 
die volgende uitgawe kyk ons hoekom 
ons deel is van die liggaam van Christus, 
na ons heiligheid, die wonderlike 
versekering da tons by wedergoorte aan 
aangeneem is as Vader se kind, wat ons 
direkte toegang deur die Heilige Gees tot 
die Vader gee. 

Ons gaan ook in die Woord antwoorde 
soek oor vergifnis en vryspraak wat ons 
volheid in Christus bied.

Tot dan, SHALOM. Vrede vir julle in 
die naam van Jesus Christus.
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The Inyaka Dam is one of the water sources in Bushbuckridge. 

Education spokesperson Jasper Zwane.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

THE offi  ce of the Premier of 
Mpumalanga supports the Bushbuckridge 
Local Municipality’s (BBRLM) decision 
to terminate its water supply contract with 
Rand Water. 

Bushbuckridge mayor Sylvia 
Nxumalo told NEWSHORN that she 
terminated the contract, which meant 
that the municipality would take over the 
responsibility of supplying water to the 
people.

“The premier (Refi lwe Mtshweni) had 
engagements with the executive mayor 
and the union (the National Education, 
Health, and Allied Workers’ Union) in 
terms of transferring the water authority 
from Rand Water to Bushbuckridge 
Municipality,” premier spokesperson 
Zibonele Mncwango said. 

“The premier subsequently established 
both technical and political task teams 
to assist the municipality with a smooth 
transition in this regards. The task teams 
will report back within three months.”  

The municipality had issued a letter of 
cancellation of the contract in October 
2018, which Rand Water accepted and 
confi rmed to the municipality receipt of 
the notice of termination of the contract. 
In terms of the contents of the letter, Rand 
Water was set to discontinue providing 

potable bulk water to the municipality on 
31 January this year.

However, intervening events arose, 
interrupting the exit date. The municipal 
manager, Cynthia Nkuna, wrote to 
Rand Water on 28 January, requesting 
to continue providing water services the 
BBRLM beyond 31 January.

She said this request emanated from a 
meeting it held with organised labour, the 
Department of Cooperative Governance 
and Traditional Aff airs (CoGTA) and the 
Mpumalanga premier. The two parties 
have not resolved on the essential terms 
that relate to the municipality’s request for 
extension and various correspondences 
have been exchanged. 

At the time of going to press, the 
municipality has not yet provided 
suffi  cient content to the queries relating 
to governance that were raised by Rand 
Water. Meanwhile, Nxumalo defended 
her decision on the ground that the 
municipality will save millions of Rand 
by cancelling the contract. She said the 
municipality would save between R12 
million and R15m monthly compared to 
the R24m it currently pays Rand Water.

The mayor said the municipality would 
absorb all (147) Rand Water employees to 
work for them. About R30m had been set 
aside for the new challenge, she added.

She also mentioned that about 85% of 
Bushbuckridge is already reticulated.

BBR cuts ties with 
Rand Water

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

A GRADE 4 learner from Masoyi 
Primary School outside White River is 
refusing to go to school claiming that he 
was abused by teachers.

The 13-year-old, who cannot be 
named, said teachers and learners 
addressed him as “stupid” because he 
was repeating a grade. 

The boy’s father, Sydney Dibakoane, 
spoke to  NEWSHORN. 

“My son had a problem that forced 
him to drop out of school late last year, 
so now he is repeating the great and 
everyone is laughing at him,” he said.

“Ever since he went back to school this 
year it’s a struggle for him because of the 
trauma he is facing every day. He says 
teachers call him stupid in the presence 
of other pupils or throw books at him. He 
says one of the teachers told him to come 
and fetch his zeros after he failed a class 
work,” said Dibakoane, claiming that 
the learners and teachers joined forces to 
abuse his son. 

He said he  talked to the principal about 
the issue who promised to address it, but 
he failed to do so. He further claimed 
that he tried to involve the circuit 
manager who also did not help him. 

When contacted for comment, 
Mpumalanga Department of Education 
spokesperson Jasper Zwane said no one 
is allowed to ridicule a child in school or 

PEOPLE who want to adopt children 
will no longer have to pay an adoption fee. 
This follows the removal of the Adoption 
Fee Clause as proposed in the Children’s 
Act Amendment.

The Department of Social Development 
said that adopting a child through a private 
social worker could cost about R60 000, 
which makes it impossible for many 
prospective parents to adopt a child.

Department spokesperson Lumka 
Oliphant said there had been much interest 
in the public domain about the removal of 
the Adoption Fee Clause.

“The Adoption Fee Clause amendment 
provides that adoption is one of the 
designated child protection services as 
stipulated in Section 105 (5) of the Act. 
Like all other designated child protection 
services, fees should not be charged for 
adoption because it is not a business, but a 

Boy (13) claims teachers abuse him

C hild adoption fee to be abolished

at home. 
He said the department always 

promote a harmonious teaching 
environment in which learners need to 
respect their teachers and educators are 
expected to do the same.

“The department strongly condemn 
those acts if they are happening at that 
school. We will not allow that to happen, 
learners need to feel at home when they 
are at school and it is the responsibility 
of educators to intervene when pupils are 
mocking each other,” said Zwane. 

He said the department would 
investigate the matter.

child protection measure,” said Oliphant.   
“The issue of fees for adoption created 

challenges where the best interests of 
children were compromised because 
not enough eff ort was made to consider 
other alternative care options catered 
for in the Act which include to retain 
children within their families of origin, 
such as family reunifi cation, parental and 
family care, foster care and adoption by 
family member, guardianship, parental 
responsibilities and rights, before adoption 
of a child by a person outside the child’s 
family can be considered,” Oliphant said.

She added that fees were also limiting 
other parents who are interested in caring 
and nurturing children but cannot aff ord 
adoption fees.

However, the removal of adoption 
fees does not mean that the department 
is prohibiting social workers, lawyers, 
psychologist and other professional to 
render relevant services in relation to the 
adoption of children, she said.
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INTERHIGH 2019

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS

23rd February 2019

Tickets sold at participating schools: 
Seating R50; Parking R30 Limited seating / tickets available



Mpumalanga Premier to deliver the 
State of the Province Address 

MPUMALANGA Premier Refi lwe 
Mtshweni will deliver the State of the 
Province Address on  Friday in the 
provincial legislature. 

Mtshweni will look at the 
achievement of the government in 
terms of service delivery for the past 
fi ve years.  

Woman in court for allegedly killing 
her boyfriend 

A 26-year-old woman from 
Bushbuckridge will this week appear 
in the Mkhuhlu Magistrate’s Court 
for allegedly killing her boyfriend. It 
is alleged that on February 4, Bridget 
Sihlabela shot and killed, Moses 
Ntibane (35). 

According to the police, the two 
were fi ghting and then later there was 
a gunshot. It transpired that Ntibane 
was shot in the chest, stomach and in 
the eye. He died on the scene, while 
Sihlabela phoned the police who 
arrested her immediately.   

Lekwa municipality promises to 
clean up dump site in Standerton

THE Lekwa Local Municipality 
has promised to clean up the pile of 
garbage that blocked the entrance to 
the rubbish dumping site in Standerton.  

The municipality has been accused 
of not maintaining the site and 
dumping rubbish next to the R546, 
which is the main route to Secunda. 

The DA in Mpumalanga laid 
criminal charges against the mayor 
Lindokuhle Dhlamini and municipal 
manager Gugulethu Mhlongo-
Ntshangase.

New students oriented on varsity life 
at UMP

NEWLEY registered students at the 
University of Mpumalanga will this 
week undergo an orientation study 
about life at the university. 

This exercise will continue for the 
rest of the week. Prof Rick Bernard, 
the deputy vice-chancellor, said the 
activities will continue for the whole 
week. 

Cops accused of not doing enough to 
locate a missing boy 

MEMBERS of the community of 
Matsulu accused the police of dragging 
their feet in a case involving the 
disappearance of a 9-year-old boy. 
Residents demanded answers from the 
police regarding the investigation of 
the case. 

It is believed that the boy might have 
drowned in the Crocodile River two 
weeks ago. Last week police divers 
have searched the river, but to no avail. 

Suspects in court for fraud 
THE case against a woman and 

a man accused of defrauding the 
Mpumalanga Department of Health is 
under way in the Ermelo Magistrate’s 
Court. 

Ignacia Sabelo Sibiya (40) and 
Zanele Masina (52) were arrested 
by members of Serious Corruption 
Investigation Unit on Monday for 
fraud. 

It is alleged that in October 2015 
the suspects who are co-directors of 
Mshikashika company, received money 
which was fraudulently deposited into 
their account from the Department of 
Health for the services to the tune of 
R181 825,  which were never rendered.
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News in BRIEF

THE new owner of the Barberton- based 
Lily Mine, Fred Arendse, has promised 
to do his best to retrieve the remains of 
the three employees who died in the mine 
three years ago. 

Solomon Nyirenda, Yvonne Mnisi, and 
Pretty Nkambule died after the mobile 
offi  ce in which they were working fell into 
one of the mine’s shafts. Their bodies are 
still trapped underground.

A memorial service for the three 
employees was held at the mine last week 
(February 5). 

When speaking to NewsHorn a few 
hours after the memorial service, Arendse 
said: “As soon as we go underground, and 
have conducted technical, safety and risk 
assessments, we will then determine what 
is possible, and without putting any more 
lives at risk, see what we can do to get the 
remains. 

However, we are not promising that we 
will be able to get the bodies, but I have 
committed to the families that we will 
try our best. They need closure and we 
appreciate that,” Arendse said.

“As I am talking to you now, we are 
ready to start operating as the new owners 
of the mine,” he added. 

“Today marks a historical, sad and 

New Lily Mine owner will try to 
retrieve remains of dead workers 

Masoka Dube

painful event that has happened in the 
history of the company. 

“We are here today to honour the 
memory of our three colleagues that have 
sacrifi ced their lives.  However, despite 
the pain that most of us have had to 
endure, such pain can never be compared 
to the pain and loss the families of Pretty, 
Solomon, and Yvonne have to live with,” 
said Arendse. 

The new owner of the Barberton- based 
Lily Mine, Fred Arendse.

Tammy Horn, owner and advanced � rearm 
instructor at Burning Barrels indoor 
shooting range.

When asked about the delay of the 
opening of the mine, Arendse said he was 
concerned about the obstacles that kept on 
interrupting the opening. The mine should 
have opened many years ago. 

“These mines have been captured for a 
full three years by a non-committal and 
dishonest business rescue practitioner. The 
purpose of any business rescue process, 
as contemplated by chapter 6 of the 
Companies Act, is that it’s supposed to be 
a quick and effi  cient process.” It’s been 
three years.

“The share certifi cates with the keys of 
the mine were supposed to be handed over 
a long time ago when the minister granted 
approval of section 11, which deals with 
transfer of control. 

However, we are still waiting for that 
from the old Vantage management to 
complete such. 

How can you open the mine, if you 
don’t have the keys of the mines, even 
after you paid for it?,” Arendse asked. 

He said their target date for recruitment 
had been set for March 25 and it was 
critical to get completion. “The creditors, 
communities and former employees are 
anxious, which are our main priority.”

The Industrial Development Corporative 
has injected R190 million to the project, 
which is enough to get the operations 
going, Arendse concluded.

Tammy Horn

POSSESSING a fi rearm may not be 
enough to protect you or those of your 
loved ones. But it is always better to have 
a parachute and not need one than to not 
have one when you need it. 

When the “bullet” hits the fan your 
chance of survival solely depends on your 
training. It is all about you and what you 
can or cannot do. To “wing it” when your 
life is at stake, just seems like a really bad 
decision. 

So where do you start?
First, visit Burning Barrels and do your 

profi ciency fi rearm training to enable you 
to apply for a competency certifi cate to 
possess a fi rearm. 

Burning Barrels teaches self defense while having fun
Advertorial

We teach you how to get the basics 
right from the beginning so that you can 
advance with your skills. Many people do 
training and not getting the skills they are 
paying for.

Also, we will teach you intermediate 
fi rearm training and business purpose 
unit standards without wasting your 
time and money, as we have your best 
interest at heart.  If you have a fi rearm 
and have not received the correct basic 
training, Burning Barrels will get your 
fundamentals sorted out so that you can 
advance to the next step, intermediate 
shooting.

Most people can shoot on a shooting 
range at a target, but can you do magazine 
changes, draw your fi rearm safely from a 
holster, move and shoot  multiple targets? 

Fact is, when you face an attack, your 
attacker is not standing still like a target. 

Your fi rearm is not loaded at your own 
pace while your attacker waits patiently 
for you to work out how to draw, load and 
defend yourself. 

Once intermediate has 
become second nature 
to you, like 
driving your 
car where you 
change your 
gears without 
looking, we then 
move onto more 
advanced shooting 
skills.  

Burning Barrels is 
also a dealer in fi rearms 
and ammunition and other 
accessories, providing expert 
advice to our clients like which fi rearms 
to purchase and for what purpose. 

Many people buy fi rearms merely 
because they like them, but sadly they 
land up gathering dust in the safe as they 
were impractical or the owner is scared to 
use it. Firearms are like shoes, they must 

fi t comfortably. 
Here, we are passionate about you and 

your safety and skills.
Life is also not just work and no play – 

we also host parties, competitions, team 
building and stress relief classes. 

And yes, anyone can shoot a fi rearm at 
any age, and shooting an AK should be on 
everyone’s bucket list just for fun!

Pop in to chat, ask advice and to support 
a small business, but also to become 
a friend and to make all possibilities a 
reality. If I don’t answer my phone, leave 
a WhatsApp message, as I am on the 
range making some noise. 

Tammy can be contacted 
at 082-767-5670).
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NATIONAL NEWS

SINCE the Constitutional Court’s 
judgement last year, allowing the private 
use of cannabis (dagga), many questions 
have been asked about using it in the 
workplace.

NEWSHORN has asked labour 
specialist Quintin Liebenberg of Aprolasa 
in Nelspruit, and senior consultant Jan du 
Toit at SA Labour Guide for advice.

Du Toit says many citizens and 
employees will undoubtedly welcome 
the Constitutional Court’s judgement, but 
this “may leave employers confused and 
concerned”.

Although an employee may now 
claim to have a legal right to private 
consumption of cannabis, does not imply 
that workplace policies in this regard have 
become null and void. Employees cannot 
raise the Constitutional Court judgement 
as defense and as such expect to be 
exonerated from any wrongdoing.  

 Cannabis in the workplace, what now?
Sta�  Reporter As per the Mine Health and Safety Act 

of 1996, no person that is in a state of 
intoxication may be allowed access to 
a mine.  In addition, the General Safety 
Regulation 2A, of the Occupational Health 
and Safety Act, stipulates that an employer 
may not allow any person who is, or 
who appears to be, under the infl uence of 
an intoxication substance, access to the 
workplace.

Therefore, employers and employees 
should be aware that unlike alcohol, 
which will not be detectable 12 hours after 
the last drink, if cannabis is used on a 
Sunday-afternoon may result in dismissal 
for intoxication in the workplace up to 30 
days later. 

Cannabis can be detected in urine 
between three and fi ve days after 
occasional consumption, up to 15 days for 
heavy users, and up to 30 days for chronic 
users. The active compound in “dagga”, 
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), can be 
detected in blood, urine and saliva tests.

Employers should further be aware 

Stepping down after 10 years at the helm, 
Maria Ramos, CEO of ABSA.  Photo: Sourced

that testing for cannabis intoxication is 
a lot more complex than simply doing a 
breathalyser test. The eff ects of cannabis 
consumption vary depending on the 
method of consumption, quality and 
frequency of use and unlike alcohol one 
cannot determine a level of impairment 
based on test results. THC remains in a 
user’s system for much longer and this 
makes it tricky to establish limits and laws 
around cannabis use.

Current conclusion on the matter is 
that physical appearance and testing for 
confi rmation is the only way to judge if an 
employee or driver is under the infl uence 
of cannabis. It is the general inference 
that more will need to be done to prove 
intoxication without infringing on an 
employee’s right to use.

The Constitutional Court judgement 
has given rise to much speculation and 
confusion. Employers should therefore 
educate employees about the implications 
of the judgment and how it aff ects them in 
the workplace.

Dex Sibiya

Sta�  Reporter

Sta�  Reporter

Sta�  Reporter

MPUMALANGA Police Commissioner 
Lieutenant-General Mondli Zuma has 
called on people who are involved in 
illegal mining to stop their activities 
because they are placing their lives in 
danger.

Zuma made this comment after six 
bodies were retrieved from the Gloria 
Coal Mine in Middelburg last week. 

“People must stop entering mining 
shafts without permission because that 
is not only illegal but dangerous too,” 
said Zuma, adding that police were 
investigating the matter. 

THE independent business organisation 
Sakeliga welcomes the memorandum 
on corruption, BEE and other threats to 
the rule of law and investment in South 
Africa reportedly sent to President 
Cyril Ramaphosa by leading countries. 
These countries include the US, the 
UK, Germany, the Netherlands, and 
Switzerland.

“Clearly foreign investors and 
governments of foremost countries 

ABSA CEO Maria Ramos will retire 
at the end of the month when she turns 
60, the banking group said. She has been 
group CEO since 2009.

Ramos has led Absa through many 
milestones including acquiring Barclays’s 
Africa subsidiary banks; the sell-down and 
the start of separation from Barclays and 
establishing a new strategy as a standalone 
fi nancial institution.

Absa’s board has appointed non-
executive director René van Wyk as 
interim chief executive with eff ect from 
March 1.

Van Wyk was previously registrar 
of banks at the South African Reserve 
Bank until May 2016. He spent 19 years 
at Nedbank, including as executive 
director of risk for the then listed Nedcor 

Do not enter into mines- police

 Sakeliga welcomes foreign governments’ warnings

Maria Ramos to retire at end of the month

It is suspected that the six bodies belong 
to some members of a group of 22, who 
allegedly entered the mine’s shaft. 

It is understood that the men were 
allegedly stealing cables from the 
mine, according to Optimum rescue 
practitioners’ legal adviser, Bouwer Van 
Niekerk.

“The 22 men are not employees from 
the mine. We suspect this was a cable theft 
incident”, said Van Niekerk.

Rescue operations were halted earlier in 
January for safety reasons.

In the past, South Africa saw a number 
of incidents where illegal miners got 
trapped underground and many lost their 
lives. 

remain deeply concerned about South 
Africa as an investment destination, 
despite the best assurances of President 
Ramaphosa. The willingness of these 
countries’ governments to apply pressure 
is encouraging,” says Piet le Roux, CEO 
of Sakeliga.

“Like local investors, their foreign 
counterparts are not buying the narrative 
that South Africa’s disturbing current 
trajectory is simply the result of nine 
unfortunate years and that a change in 
leadership of the ANC has turned the 
country around. We want to see actual 

Investment Bank and was also CEO of 
Imperial Bank. He had been classifi ed 
as an executive director with eff ect from 
February 1.

THE Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC) of South Africa 
said that while it was pleased 
with the turnout of eligible South 
Africans registering to vote at the 
end of January, it was concerned 
that about nine million people did 
not register.

The IEC said last week that more 
than 700 000 new voters added their 
names to the voters’ roll during the 
last registration weekend. 

Almost 2.5 million South Africans 
visited their voting stations and 
the voters’ roll stands at over 26.7 
million voters.

IEC chief electoral offi  cer Sy 
Mamabolo said the commission was 
working to attract 6 million young 
South Africans, under the age of 30, 
to register at their nearest IEC.

The national and provincial 
elections will be held on May 8. The 
date was announced by President 
Cyril Ramaphosa during his state of 
the nation address in parliament last 
week.

The IEC will also embark on 
a campaign at higher learning 
institutions to ensure that young 
South Africans register to vote.

Mamabolo encouraged eligible 
voters to make use of the IEC’s 
online system to verify or alter their 
details by using cellphone numbers 
or e-mail addresses. 

IEC chairperson Glen Mashini 
thanked the Department of Home 
Aff airs for allowing its branches 
to stay open during the voter 
registration weekend, to allow South 
Africans to apply for or collect their 
ID books.

He also commended the work 
done by the Department of 
Correctional Services for ensuring 
that those who are incarcerated were 
also registered to vote.

“We also thank the 68 000 IEC 
employees in ensuring a successful 
registration weekend,” said 
Mashinini.

 Around 9 million 
eligible voters not 
registered says IEC

progress on clamping down on corruption 
at the top, and in reversing government’s 
destructive overreach – with policies like 
BEE – into the economy,” Le Roux said.

“Sakeliga will continue to work for a 
constitutional order and a free economy in 
South Africa,” Le Roux concluded.

“Absa will announce a permanent 
appointment to the position of group 
chief executive in due course, following 
the fi nalisation of the ongoing process of 
appointing a new CEO, and the requisite 
regulatory approvals,” the bank said.

Absa Group chairperson Wendy Lucas-
Bull said with Ramos at the helm, the 
company had changed from being a South 
African bank to a pan-African fi nancial 
services provider with a footprint in 10 
countries across the continent.

Ramos said her intention to step down 
earlier had been curtailed by Barclays 
Plc’s 2016 decision to sell down its 
controlling stake in Absa, a unique set of 
circumstances that required continuity.

“So with my coming 60th birthday 
I have made the decision to leave the 
position open for a new chief executive 
to lead the group on the next leg of its 
exciting journey,” she said.
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TOURISM is becoming one of the most 
important economic sectors for many 
African countries. According to TINA 
Magazine, the top 10 African countries 
received more than 37 million visitors last 
year, which means the whole continent 
might be looking into a more exciting and 
brighter future of tourism.

In 2016, the continent earned 
$36.2billion (R493bn) in revenue from 
62.9 million international visitors. When 
compared to the number of visitors in 
1990, that is almost four times more 
(17,4 million), reported by African 
Development Bank with their latest 
research. The same year, Africa held a 
5,1% share in worldwide tourism arrivals. 

Due to tourism growth, there have been 
22,8 million jobs directly and indirectly 
related to tourism. As the offi  cial report 
for 2018 has not yet been published, the 
same institution predicts signifi cantly 
higher numbers when it comes to tourism 
arrival and total revenue. 

African destinations with the strongest 
growth in international arrivals compared 
to previous years are: Sierra Leone, 
(126%), Nigeria (50,5%), Burundi 
(42,7%), Eritrea (24,6%), Togo (23,8%), 
and Madagascar (20%). 

With other African countries climbing 
the international list of the most popular 
travelling destinations, it’s time to take a 
look deeper into their tourism sectors and 
the status they have on the international 
scene. 

The most popular country to visit is 
still Morocco with 11 million visitors, the 
same number as in 2017. Already in the 
fi rst half of 2018, Marrocco’s Tourism 
Observatory announced that it welcomed 
5,1 million visitors (10% more than 2017), 

SA rates second on Top African 
tourism destinations’ list

Sta�  Reporter keeping its fi rst place on the list for over a 
decade. In 2015, one of its most touristic 
cities, Marrakesh, was even suggested to 
be the best place to visit by the Travellers’ 
Choice awards. 

South Africa
WITH more than 10 million visitors 

last year, South Africa is still holding 
the second place on the list right after 
Morocco. 

Favourite among wine lovers, South 
Africa also has various tourist attractions, 
such as The Tugela Falls and Cape Town.  
Also, it is estimated that there are 3 000 
shipwrecks off  the 3000km of South 
Africa’s coastline making its position 
perfect for tourism development. 

* Mpumalanga is rated second after 
Sun City as South Africa’s top tourist 
destinations. Known as “Paradise 
Country”, few regions in the world can 
match the extraordinary beauty of the 
Lowveld and escarpment.

As South Africa is putting more eff ort 
into wine tourism as the main category, its 
position on this list will unlikely change. 
After all, South Africa is the seventh 
biggest wine-producing country in the 
world.

The future of African tourism
OTHER countries are also contributing 

to the overall African tourism, such 
as Zimbabwe (2,4 million visitors), 
Mozambique (1,6 million visitors), 
Namibia (1,5 million visitors), Kenya (1,4 
million visitors), Tanzania (1,3 million 
visitors) and Uganda (1,3 million visitors). 

With further investments in the 
infrastructure, hospitality, tourism and 
travel services, these numbers will 
probably be even higher this year as 
travellers continue adding African 
countries to their bucket lists.

Second on the African list of popular tourism destinations, South Africa boosts the 
Kruger National Park in Mpumalanga as a favourite place to visit. Photo: Sourced

A star on the rise … Thokozani Hlophe.

Sta�  Reporter

Sta�  Reporter

MBABANE – Thokozani Hlophe is 
making his mark in South Africa.

After spending years perfecting his 
craft, the up and coming actor, from 
Nyokeni in Manzini, started enjoying the 
fruits in 2016 as he made appearances in 
leading TV soapies.

Hlophe started as a background artist 
on ‘Sober Companion’ on SABC 3 before 

POLITICIANS in Hawaii in the US 
have proposed legislation that would 
begin phasing out cigarettes in the state, 
banning them altogether within the next 
several years.

At least, for people younger than 100 
that is.

The bipartisan bill, HB 1509, aims 
to raise the legal minimum age to use 
cigarettes to exclude everyone but people 

 Swazi actor makes his mark in SA

 Cigarettes may go up in smoke 

breaking into ‘Generations The Legacy’ 
cast and further appearing on ‘Skeem 
Saam’, Isisdingo, ‘Scandal’ and ‘Rhythm 
City’. 

He expanded his skill as he recently 
featured on RnB artist Cici’s latest single 
‘Ndidinge’. The actor also saw the band 
Blaq Diamond asking to feature him on 
the music video of their song ‘Emzini 
Kababa’. 

 “Working with artists such as Cici was 
amazing as she is real, fun and true to 
herself. I had a great time working with 
the Ambitiouz Entertainment crew. I also 
learnt a lot working with Blaq Diamond 
since they are new in the music industry. 
It was the fi rst time I took a leading role 
throughout a music video,” he said. 

Hlophe recently saw the short fi lm he 
starred on debuting on Mzansi Magic. It is 
titled ‘Silent Screams’ and it is currently 
being played on Mzansi Bioskop. 

“My aim is to grow and be regarded 
as one of the best in this industry. My 
biggest highlight was when ‘Isibaya’ gave 
me a role and when I saw my short fi lm 
debuting on Mzansi Magic,” he said.

Hlophe would soon hit the streets of 
Eswatini in a quest to scout for new talent. 
“I want to give local talent the same 
exposure that was aff orded to me,” he 
said.

Hlophe urged the youth to focus on 
their craft as nothing is impossible if you 
believe in what you do.

The 35-year-old said his wish is to work 
with the Fergusons on ‘The Queen’, ‘The 
River’ and ‘The Wild’.

older than 100 years, by 2024. 
This is to “keep people healthy and alive 

in the Aloha State,” state Representative 
Cynthia Thielen, said last week.

 “I know it may be a hard road,” Thielen 
added, “but you have to take that fi rst, 
strong step, and that’s what we’re doing.” 
She is a stern supporter of the bill.

In recent years, Hawaii has been at the 
forefront of the tobacco debate, increasing 
taxes and regulations and becoming the 
fi rst state in the US to ban smoking for 
people younger than 21.
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Mr Mpumalanga title holder Bhekuzinde 
Nobunga.

Masoka Dube

IT IS time to crown the next Mr 
Mpumalanga again.

The crowning ceremony will take 
place on March 2 in Mbombela, with 
the fi nalists currently visiting various 
communities to assist in mentoring young 
boys. 

This year’s fi nalists are Siphosihle 
Moloi, Xolani Khumalo, Endless Ndashi, 
Zweli Nkambule, Mabutho Zitha, 
Nhlakanipho Mahlangu, Mpumelelo 
Mpebe , Leon Sambo, Matimba Matsiye, 
Martin Mathonsi, Fortune Mathebula and 
Sakhile Makhubela.  

“We have already visited a number of 
places around the province because we 
don’t want people to think that the pageant 
is for the people of Mbombela only,” 
pageant organiser Billy Brown said.

“In most cases people focus on pageants 
for females, so we decided to organise this 
one for men. We have announced our top 
12 fi nalists in January. The winner will be 
announced next month,” he added.  

“We are very pleased to announce that 
last year’s winner, Bhekuzinde Nobunga, 
is currently a contestant for Mr South 
Africa.”

Mr Mpu pageant held next month
Brown and business partner Admire 

Mohlala have previously organised a 
number of successful pageants for young 
girls, especially those based in the rural 
areas.  People who want to get more 
information about the Mr Mpumalanga 
pageant are asked to visit the ABM 
Foundation website. 

He appealed to the communities of 
Mpumalanga to support the pageant by 
buying tickets for the event, adding  that 
the winner of the pageant will be working 
closely with the foundation to assist 
residents of Mpumalanga in various fi elds.

When asked about prizes, Brown said 
only the contestants were told about the 
prizes.

Tumelo Waga Dibakwane

CONTRACTORS operating under 
the Mpumalanga Department of Human 
Settlements had been commended for their 
outstanding performance. 

The department said the astonishing 
performance of the service providers saw 
them reaching the target of 8000 units, by 
registering 10 000 housing units in total. 

Head of Department, Kebone Masange, 
recently met with all the contractors at the 
City of Mbombela to laud them for their 
sterling progress.

Masange, however, advised of the 
possible tough times ahead following 
the department’s reduced budget for 
the fi nancial year. During the 2018/19 
fi nancial year, the department saw its 
budget reduced with R200 million. 

When addressing the contractors, 
Masange confi rmed that despite the 
budget cut, the department managed 
to continue improving. This gained the 
province plausible recognition at the 
recent National Govan Mbeki Annual 
Awards held at East London, where 
Mpumalanga was honoured as the best in 
human settlements delivery.

“It is with great gratitude to notice the 

Contractors commended
for excellent service

progress we have made as a department in 
the province. However, that doesn’t mean 
we should sit on our laurels and relax. 
There is quite a lot of work that is still left 
to be done as is the escalating demand in 
housing for proper human settlements,” 
said Masange. 

He said this year the department would 
see a slight drop of units and sites owing 
to the anticipated budget reduction for the 
2019/20 fi scal period.

“We are unfortunate as a province that 
at the time when we are performing well 
we have a challenge of a restricted budget. 
We had hoped that, since there were other 
struggling provinces who were failing to 
meet their targets, their grants were going 
to be shifted to us. Unfortunately that has 
not yet happened,” he said. 

“We are also aware that some of our 
contractors have not yet been paid and this 
is owing to the challenges we have had as 
a province emanated from among others, 
the disaster that rocked the province 
earlier last year,” Masange added.

Contractors who had payment issues 
with their suppliers are advised to seek a 
confi rmation letter from the department, 
which will stipulate as proof that the 
aff ected contractor has not yet received 
payment, he said.

Human Settlement Chief Director Hazel Zitha with Head of Department Kebone 
Masange, brie� ng contractors during a progress assessment meeting.
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Ninke Mostert se goue sprong in die dogters 0/12 verspring het die rekord na 4.75m verbeter tydens 
Saterdag se vriendskaplike atletiekbyeenkoms wat by Laerskool Nelspruit gehou is. Altesaam 19 rekords 
het in die slag gebly. FOTO: Johan Norton.

Ninke spring rekordboeke binne...

DIE seuns 0/12 100m het 
vir vuurwerke gesorg 
tydens die Mpumalanga 
kringatletiekbyeenkoms wat verlede 
week gehou is. Die atlete van 
Nelspruit Primary, Curro en Nelspruit 
Laerskool wat hier ooplê wenpaal 
toe is Wian Lambrechts van Nellies 
in die wit hemp, Asanda Nyundu van 
Primary in die geel hemp en Curro 
se Siyavuya Mnisi in die donkerblou. 
Foto: Johan Orton

 Mpu kring atletiek 
lewer opwinding

SPORT
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FOUR Nelspruit Primary 
School learners have been selected 
to the u/13 team representing 
Mpumalanga in the inter-
provincial tennis tournament in 
Bloemfontein.

Gabriella Koekemoer, Daniella 
Lombard, Christian Smith and 
Kristen Lombard displayed 
outstanding performances during 
the trails held on January 25 to 27.

Competing against several 
players for a place in the 
provincial tennis team, Koekemoer 
clutched the fi rst position in the 
girl’s u/13 group while Lombard 
grabbed the third position and 
Smith came sixth in the boys u/13.

Joslin Boshoff  in grade 5, Emma 
Snyman in grade 6 and Richard 
Dickson in grade 7, were part 
of the learners from the school 
who were invited to the trials, but 
unfortunately fell out at the trials.

The Lowveld Tennis Association 
has awarded the players selected 
to be part of the team with an 
R2 000 fi nancial contribution, to 
assist with the costs of the 2019 
SA Schools Tournament. The 
money will be paid directly to the 
Mpumalanga Tennis Association 
on the learners’ behalves.

The tournament will be held 
from March 15 to 18.

The boys team consists of 
Wernich Rossouw, Heinrich 
Rootman, Jacques Slabbert, 
Yusuf Asvat, Sibusiso Mkhonza, 
Sibusiso Mkhonza and Smith.

The girls team are Koekemoer, 
Jenna van Vuuren, Lombard, 
Daniella Lindeque, Siphesihle 
Maplala, Simphiwe Sithebe and 
Kristen Lombard (reserve).

 Nelspruit Primary 
tennis players get 
provincial colours

We cover 
Swaziland

Danielle Lombard, Christian Smith and 
Gabriella Koekemoer. 

Vlammies se spogspan in T20 krieket. Voor is Adnan Larya, Uwaiz Patel, Regard du Preez, 
Jaydan Louw, Zaakir Bellim, Su� yan Patel en Setjhaba Mpatlanyane. Agter is Zouber 
Nomani, Suhail Patel, Uwais Mohammed, Thabang Mawela, Gomo Moeletsi en Thutu 
Siwela.

Elizma de Villiers seil sierlik oor die dwarslat op pad na haar nuwe hoogspringrekord van 1.45m. Foto: Johan Orton

Adriaan de Beer

DIE Hoërskool Bergvlam se T20 
krieketspan het deurgedring na die semi-
fi naal na puik oorwinnings teen Ermelo en 
Oosterland.

Die span het verlede week korte mette 
gemaak van Ermelo op Vlammies se 
tuisveld, met ‘n kragvertoning waarop 
afrigter Jaydan Louw trots kan voel. 
Louw is ‘n oud-Vlammie en studente 
onderwyser, terwyl die span bestuur word 
deur Hannes Beeslaar.

Ermelo het eerste gekolf en het 103 
lopies in hul toegelate 20 beurte behaal. 
Vlammies het slegs 15 beurte nodig gehad 
om die teiken te behaal toe Uwaiz Patel 
die wenlopies geslaan het. Hy is ook 
aangewys as man van die wedstryd vir sy 
bydrae van 45 lopies van 42 balle, nie uit 
nie.

In hul eerste wedstryd vanjaar in die 
T20 seisoen het Bergvlam teen Hoërskool 
Oosterland gespeel in  Secunda.

Oosterland het eerste gekolf en 114 vir 
8 in 20 beurte behaal. Vlammies het 115 

 Bergvlam T20 krieket behaal skitter-oorwinnings

lopies vir slegs vier paaltjies in 13.2 beurte 
aangeteken. 

Patel is ook in hierdie wedstryd as man 
van die wedstryd aangewys nadat hy ook 

45 lopies met die kof aangeteken het.
Vlammies kom hierdie week teen 

Hoërskool Ligbron te staan in die semi-
fi naal.

DIE vriendskaplike atletiekbyeenkoms 
ter voorbereiding vir die jaarlikse interlaer 
wat Saterdag by Laerskool Nelspruit 
gehou is, het weer vir groot opwinding 
gesorg.

Altesaam 19 nuwe rekords is opgestel, 
met die hoogtepunt die briljante vertoning 
van Vaughn van Zyl, wie die legendariese 

 Rekords spat by Nellies 
se AON atletiekbyeenkoms

Adriaan de Beer Frans Schutte se gewigstootrekord van 
11,14m, wat in 2005 opgestel is, met 
bykans ‘n meter verbeter het na 12,04m.

Kort op sy hakke was Elizma de Villiers 
in die dogters 0/12 hoogspring, wie 
Shanise de Clerck se rekord van 1,44m (in 
2017) na 1,45m verbeter het.

Die Laerskole  Nelspruit, Laeveld, 
Bergland en Nelspruit Primary was 
deel van die AON Vriendskaplike 
Atletiekbyeenkoms wat deur Laerskool 

Nelspruit aangebied is. 
Die dag het aanvanklik onder perfekte 

bewolke toestande plaasgevind, maar 
so teen 11uur het die warm Laeveldson 
soos gewoonlik sy verskyning gemaak. 
Dit het egter nie die atlete gekeer om 
pragatletiekertonings te lewer nie. 

Besoek gerus NEWSHORN se 
webtuiste by www.newshorn.co.za vir 
meer inligting oor rekords wat 
opgestel is.


